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MODERN HISTORY- 
HISTORY OF GERMANY. 
CHAPTER.!. 

General DeacripHon qf Gtrmmiy^ and it» History 
from the Election of Conrade Ly to the jkeemon 
of Frederic Barbaro99a* 

GERMANY, properly so called, is situated 
between the 5th and 1 9th degrees of east l(jg- 
gitude, and between the 45th and 55th degrees 
of north latitude. It is bounded by Denmark, 
the German Ocean, and the Baltic, on the north ; 
by Poland, Hungary, and Bohemia, on the east ; 
by Switzerland and the Alps on the south ; and 
by the dominions of France and the Low-coun« 
tries on the west* lis length is about six hun- 
dred miles \ and its breadth five hundred and 
twenty. Its population is said to exceed twenty 
millions of individuals. 

This extensive country Vas formerly divided 
into Upper, or Southern, said Lower, or Northern, 
Germany. At present, it consists of nine great 
drdes : those of Upper Saxony, Lower Saxony, 
and Westphalia, in the north ; of the Upper Rhine, 
Ldwer Rhine, and Franconia, in the middle; 
and Austria, Swabia, and Bavaria, in the south.' 
These are subdivided into seveml «mall territo- 
lies, which are subject to their respective sove- 
reigns, under die titles of princes, cotmts, anft 
bishops. 

Vol. XVIl. B 



2 GERMAKT. 

The climate of Germany variea considei^blf 
according to the improvement oi the soil* The 
most settled and temperate weather, however, is 
found in the interior^, at au. equal distance from 
• the Alps and the sea. The face of the countiy, 
in many parts, is totally destitute of vegetation ; 
but where agriculture has been introduced, the 
traveller is charmed with the prospect of abun- 
dant fertility. The vegetable productions differ 
little from those of the adjacent countries ; but 
the Moselle and Rhemsh wines are said to pos- 
sess a peculiar lightness, and to be more efficacious 
than any medicine in the cure of certain diseases. 

Woods or foresta are found in every part of thi* 
country, consisting of excellent pines, oaks, firs* 
&c* and containing great numbers of boars, foxe% 
rabbits, hares, and wild fowl. The horses of Ger- 
many are tolerably good ; but the sheep and oxen 
are very inferior to those of S&gland. Great v;^ 
riety of singing birds are bred in theGeraumic 
empire,and sentfrom thence to all parts of Europe. 

Many places in Austria^and other parts olf Ger* 
many, contain excdlent mines of silver, quick-sil* 
ver, coi^r, i|X]% tin, lead, nitre^ sulphur, and 
vitriol. Amethysts, carbuncles^ ss^phires, rulMeSi 
i^teS) and other precious stones, are found in JBa- 
varia, Silesia» and Lower Saxony ; and the districts 
of, Liege and Tyrol are enriched with quarrie&of 
curious marble, red-leaxl, alui^, and bitumen. 

The mineral springs of Spa, Seltaer, Pynnoo^i 
and Aix-la*Chapelle, are said to possess gi^at me- 
dicinal virtues, as well as th<^ of Wisbadei^ 
Schwaibach, Embs, and Wildungeiu It is affim^ 
ed that the waters of WUdun^n will intoxicate. aa| 
soon as wine ; and those of Aix-la-Ch^i^Ue.a^iSQ 



tetmnelyhot^tfaift itin necesdarv to let tbem cool 
ten or twetve hoim before using them. 

Tbt principQ! tiyei^ of <>ermany are ^e Danubb 
m^t»Si £Hbe> W^ser, Oder, and MoseUe. The 
Danube received its name from the rapiditjr 
of it8t:urrent^ and may justly be classed among 
die first livers of Europe. Its course, exchi- 
^ sive of turnings and windings, is comnuted at 
upfward of sixteen hundred miles ; its breadth, 
mm Vienna to Belgrade in Hungary, is sufficient 
to admit t>f a nayal engagement between ships of 
war ; and ito utility in facilitating the commerce 
tif the cotmtties llirough which it pas^s is almost 
inconceivable. The most remarkable lakes in this 
<M)untry afe those of Bre^entz and Constance, with 
the Chiem^see in Bavana, and the Zirnitzer-se^ 
in the duchy of Camiola. Many partd of Germany 
<3ontain large bodies of standing water, which con- 
lammate the atr wi^ noxious vapours, afflicting 
the neighbouring peasants with many disorders. 

The monntsifls most worthy of attention are 
the Alf», which fbrra- a natural boundary on th6 
aide of Italy, and those which divide Saxony, 
Bavaiia, a*d Moravia, from Bohemia. Sevend 
other raountainbtts tracts, however^ are found ih 
dUfferent |9arts of the empire. 

The Gewnans a^e, in their persons, tall, feii^ 
and well formed; ahd many of dieir ladies ar6 
bleiit with elegant shapes^ and attractive features. 
Both sexes aire passionately fond (rf rich dresses^ 
and lace and jewel* arfe worn in greztt profu^ 
iawm. The appard of ^ome ctf the wives and 
dauglrters yrf the tmrghert is mdeed truly gro-> 
tesqoe and fantastic j but in this Yespe'ct they ai'd 
gradually reforming, and it is jprobabte that their 
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4 elklMANT. 

%vill 4K>pn adopt the more elegant fa8hi<»s of 
France and England. The lower Classes, consist- 
ing of peasants, labourers, &c« dress, as in other 
parts of Europe, according to their employments 
or circumstances. 

Industry, frankness, and perseverance, are the 
leading features in the character of this nation, 
particularly the mechanical part of it : and though 
the higher orders are ridiculously fond of titles, 
pomp, and pretensions to a splendid ancestry, 
they are universally famed for honour and integri- 
ty ; and a sharp^er, in other countries, most effec- 
tually ensures himself credit by assuming the name 
and manners of a German. 

Some writers have accused the Germans of in^ 
temperance, and want of animatbn ; but, though 
the first charge may be tolerably well founded, it 
is certain that, when commanded by able gene- 
rals, they have acquired a con^der9i>le degree of 
military renown. 

The diversions of the Germans are much the 
same as those of the English ; viz. cards, dice, 
billiards, dancing, fencing, hunting, buU-lndting^ 
&c. In winter, however, when tifie branches of 
the Danube are frozen over, and the ground is 
covered with snow, the inhabitants of Vienna 
enjoy an amusement which is totally unknown to 
us. The ladies, magnificently dressed in velvet 
and furs, seat themselves in sledges of different 
shapes, such as griffins, swans, tigers, and scallop- 
shells, which are drawn by one horse, or stag, 
decomted with a profusion of feathers, bells and 
ribands. As this recreation is generally taken in 
tlie night, servants ride before with lighted torches 
and a gentleman stands on the sledge behind, in 
order to guide it. 
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Gcrraafty being, ds we have observed, divided 
into many small territoiies, the religion of the 
country is vaiious ; some states adopting the doc*, 
trines of Calvin and LAither, others retaining the 
superstitions of popery, and others being overrun 
witlt sectaries* The archbishoprics are those of 
Mentz, Cologne, Saltzburg, Triers, and Vienna, 
which have among them twenty-five suffragans* 
There are also thirty-six universities, and eight 
|>ubUc libraries, besides a vast numberof gymnasia, 
Latin schools, and academies of arts and sciences. 

The Teutonic part of the German tongue, cal^ 
led High Dutch, i^ sai onginal language, and has 
no^ affinity with the Cdtic. This is the primitive 
tongue of the empire, but it varies consickrably in 
its dialect, in different provinces. French and Lathi 
are also spoken in Germany, and are the most 
usefbl languages to a traveller who is unacquaint- 
ed with High Dutch. 

• A general taste hf rea^g prevails in all the 
proteslant states of this empire, and printing ii' 
encouraged here more than in any other nation ;: 
&r aIniQ&l every man of letters is an author, and 
8oix» thousands of theses akid disputations afe an-^ 
Dually pobiishedw Many of the Germans, indeed, 
have dtstinguisbed themselves in various brandies 
oft science and literature ; and since the yea^ 173a 
they<Jiftve. gradually chested themselves of that 
he«vy and pedantic mode c^ writing which former- 
ly rendered mtany of their productions dull and on-^' 
ittterestitig* 

The art of printing, though first invented in 

Hoilandy was soon afterwards greatly improved in 

Germany, and the inhabitants of this country ard^ 

generally aflowedto have been the inventors Qf 
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10 GISKMikKT* 

tizeiis are merchants and artificera, and thwinaB. 
^ u&ctures are so uiuversally esteemed that they ait 
ea^rted to all parts oi the wc»id. 

Ulm, so called from the Latin word uhnus^ upoa 
account of the great number of elms growing in its 
neighbourhood, is a small but opulent city, situated 
upon the Danube, and rendered peculiarly pleasant 
by a great number of fountains with which itft 
streeU are embellished* Beudcs many other pri- 
vileges, it is entrusted with the archives of all the 
other imperial cities of Swabia ; its decisicms, in 
causes to the amount of six hundred florins, are 
withdut a[^al to the imperial chamber ; its inha» 
bitants cannot be cited to foreign tribunals ; and 
the emfHre can neither sell, mortgi^i nor aUeQate» 
any part of its territory. 

Breslau, the principal city of Silesia, i^ich foiv 
merly belonged to the crown of Bohemia, is em?^ 
bellished with many noble edifices, and contains 
several large manu&ctories. The magistrates ad- 
here to the doctrines of Luther ; but all denomt^ 
nations of Christians, and even Jews, are tolerate 
ed in the exercise of their religions* The reve* 
nue of this place is said to bring nearly a million 
sterling into the coffers of his Prussian majesty ; 
tnit this sum is probably exaggerated, though it 
must certainly be acknowledged that its trade is 
greatly fuigmented since Silesia fell under the do» 
minion vi Prussia* 

Ainong the natural curionties of Germany must 
be emunerated a cave near Bladsenburg, in Harty 
Forest^ of which no person has ever foimd the end« 
though some are said Ho have penetrated into it to 
the dbtance of twenty miles ; another cave ncai? 
Ham«kB» where one hundred and tUrty chiUwit 
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aie* sajid to hfite beei^ swallowed i^ about five * 
bi»d|*edai|d nineteen years ago ; and two. rocks 
in th^ vicini^ of Blackenburgi. repreaexMing two 
monks in their religious habits. The least Ckitbic 
palaces, cathedrals, castles, and towmhoiises, 06 
thisoountry. are extremely curious, and impress aa 
attentive ^>eGtator vdth a striking idea of nyde 
OH^ificence* 

The imperial library at Vienna claims a distin- 
guished place under the head of artificial curio^ 
ties. It contains upward of eighty thousand vo- 
lumes, among which are many soident and valu« 
s^e Hebrew, Syriac, Ai^ic, Turkish, Armeni* 
an, Copdc, and Chinese manusciipts, besides a 
nc^e collection of coins, medals, and other rare 
* articles* The fiunous tun at Heidelberg holds 
«^ht hundred hogsheads, and is generally kept 
fuH of Rhenish wine ; and, indeed, every part of 
Germany abounds with objects highly intereaiting 
tp a stranger* 

From its situaticm in the heart of Europe^ and 
the conveaiience of its numerous rivers, Germany* 
has. acquired exk extensive and rapidly improving 
€9iiimerce« Com, butter^ cheese, honeys to* 
bskcco, wax, wines, horses, timber,, wool, toys, 
t«hieiy-w$une, mirrors, Prussian blue, and printer^^ 
i^L, are numbered among their most coosidersite 
ep^ports. The German velvets^. sUks, stufis, and. 
I^ens, are also brought to great perfection ; and 
t^e pprceb^ of ; Saxony is: universally known aad 
admired. 

1%e. consl^^n of Geri^nany is of so itntxicajte; a 
Datuv^t^ many learned civilians have doubted 
irnhetber it tsho«dd be called monarducal or aristow. 
€m^ctA. yppn^maimffi deUberal^on, however^ 
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iSbey have generally pronounced it a very liffiited"' 
monarchy ; for notwithstanding there are no fewer 
than about three hundred German princes who are 
arttttrary with respect to the government of their 
own territories, yet they all form one collective bo^ 
dy, which recognises the emperor as its lawfut 
head* The supreme power in Germany, is in the' 
Diet, which consists of the emperor or his com*^ 
missary, the electoral college, the college of 
. princes, and the college of imperial towns. 

Under the race of Charlemagne, the imperilE^ 
dignity was hereditary ; but it afterwards became 
elective, and all the German princes, nobles, and 
deputies of cities, enjoyed the privilege of voting.' 
Some alterations were made in the mode of elec^ 
tion in the reign of the emperor Henry V. ; and 
about the year 1239 the number of electors war 
reduced to seven. Subsequently to that period, two 
more have been added, so that the election <^ the 
emperor is now vested in nine persons, vie. the 
^x:hbishop of Mentz, who ia also high-chancellor 
of the empire ; the archbishop of Triers, nominally 
high-chancellor of France and Arelat ; Ihfe arch- 
bishop of Cologne, whd possesses a similar title 
with regard to Italy ; the king of Bohemia, cup- 
bearer ; the elector of Bavaria, grand-sewer, or 
officer who serves out the feasts ; the elector of 
Saxony, great marshal of the femirire ; the el^tor 
of Brandenburg (now kaig of Prussia,) who la 
great-chamberlain ; the elector-palatine, great- 
steward ; and the elector of Hanover (king of 
Great Britain,) who claims the honorary post of 
arch-treasurer. It is customary for the em|)cror t6 
ask the adiice of these members previously to his 
convening a dirt ; and durkig a vacancir of tlit- 




CERMANY* 13 

imperial throne^the electors of Saxony and Bavaria 
have jurisdictions, one over the northern, and the 
othier over the southern, circles of the empire. 

The chief of the ecclesiastical princes, besides 
the ecclesiastical electors already mentioned, arc 
the archbishop of Saltzburg, the bishops of Ldege, 
Spire, Monster, Worms, Strasburg, Wurtzburg, 
Bamberg, Padeitom, and Osnabui'g. There are 
likewise many abbots and abbesses, who are chosen 
by thdr respective chapters, and enjoy very con- 
siderable jurisdictions. Of the secular princes, 
the most powerful are the landgrave of Hesse ; 
the dukes of Brunswick, Wolfenbuttle, Mecklen- 
bui^, Wurtemburg, and Saxe-Gotha; the mar- 
quisses of Culmbach and Baden ; and the princes 
of Nassau, Anhalt, and Furstenburg. The free 

ties also are sovereign states ; and those which 

imperial, or compose part of the diet, are au* 

thdi$|sed to bear the imperial eagle in their coats of 

le great causes of the empire, arising be- 
tween ifc respective members, are determined in 
the imperial chamber, which is held at Wetzlan 
orintheAulic council at Vienna. The first of 
these supreme courts consists of fifty judges, four 
oif whom, together with the president, are ap- 
pointed by the emperor, nine are chosen by the 
elieotors, and the remainder by the other princes 
and states of Germany. The A ulic council con- 
sists of a president, a vice-chancellor, a vice-presi- 
dent, a certain number of counsellors, and other 
officers ; but the emperor is, in fact, master of 
the whole. Both this and the imperial court are 
always guided in their proceedings by the Golden 
Bull, the pacification of Passau, and the civil laW 
Vol. XVII. C 
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of the^mpire* Exclusive of these courts of jus* 
Hccy each of the nine circles has a director, who 
superintends the preservation of peace and .goo4 
order. These directors are generally as follow ; 
for Upper Saxony, the elector of Saxony ; foij 
Lower Saxony, the elector of Hanover or Bran- 
denburg ; for Westphalia, the bishop of Munster, 
or duke of Newburg ; for the circle of the Up* 
per Rhine, the elector-palatine, or the bishop of 
Worms ; for that of the Lower Rhine, the arch^ 
bishop of Mentz ; for Franconia, the marquis of 
Culmbach, or the bishop of Bamberg ; for Auy 
Stria, the archduke of Austria^ his iniperial mar 
jesty ; for Bavaria, tlie elector x>f Bavaria, or the 
archbishop of Saltzburg ; and for Swabia, the; 
bishop of Constance, or the duke of Wurtem-? 

, The revenue of the emperor, annexed to the 
Imperial dignity, arises from some inconsiderable 
iiefs in the Black Forest, and does not exceed 
^00/. stepling ; but his 'Austrian revenues' ave im- 
mense, and have been confuted to amount to 
^,000,000/. sterling. From the magnificence oi 
tnany of the German courts, a foreigner readily; 
Ibrms very high notions of the incomes of th^ 
sovereign princes ; but this results entirely from 
^the scarcity of money in that country, and thi^ 
consequent cheapness of -manu&ctures and . pro^ 
visions. ^ . 

. With respect to the military strength of Ger* 
many, it appears, upon a moderate computation, 
that the secular princes can bring to the field 
379,000 men, and the ecclesiastical 74,000 ; of 
which the emperor, as head of the house of Au^ 
«tria, is supposed to raise 9.0)000« The elector .«f 
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ifonts i$ said to keep a matriculatioihbook, con- 
taining the assessment of men and monef which 
every prince and state mnst ad^'ance when the im» 
pmal army takes the field : but those assessments 
ar6 subject to great fluctuation. 

The emperor of Germany, consi^eMd as suc» 
cessorli^ the emperors of Rome, ha^. long be^ 
admitted to a precedency, on afi puUic occasions^ 
among the powers of Europe ; and the tttlto of 
principaM^, dukedoms, baronies, Sic* with which 
ho 18 vested as ai^hduke of Austria, are too nu* 
merous to admit of recapitulation* The arms of 
&e Germanic empire are a black eagk with two 
iiead& £ffid expanded wings, hovering in a field of 
gcdd. Over the heads of the eagle is the impei4al 
diadem, and on ita breast is an escutcheon quar^ 
fi|t4y 0^ eight, fbr Hkingary, Naples, Jerqsalem^ 
Anjmi, Arragon, Brs^MOiD, Bavr, ani Gueldops^ 
Wh& empevoi^s ofOormany, as w«tt as thle kings of 
Sj^in, con(ei»> thet. ondev oi tho Gotten Fleeeei 
which is said to have des<3tt)ded fi^m the Ikoii&e of 
BttPgundy* The other owlevs of- knighthood^ now 
Mibst^a^ in Germanynre those^gf ^e Rxed filaglt^ 
the Golden Lion, the Noble- Passion, the Chaeo, 
the Death^Hoad) Merit, Sincerity, the TeutdMe 
order, the ordiQr of Su Hub^t, of St. George, and 
of St. Theresa. 

Amoo^^the chief piieTogativea. of the emperov- 
mrt those of convoking and dismissing the diet | 
itling up the- first dignity in the abbeys, cathedrals^ 
or collegiate churches, that shall happen to fell va^ 
eaiftt after his coronation ; bestowing the great fiefil 
of tho enjipire ; granting pardon» and remissions ), 
and institudug or confirming universities, and othep 
atminaries of education. He subjects himself, 
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however, to several i^strictk>ns, by a capituiatioa 
Anade at the time of his election, by the tems of 
i^hich he is obliged to consult the electors and 
. all the sovereign states in matters of the last im- 
portance* 

, The king of the Romans is chosen by the elec- 
tors during the emperor's life, to conduct the 
affairs of state in the emperor's absence, 9$: vicar- 
general of the empire, and to succeed him on the 
imperial throne without any fresh election or con- 
firmation. He possesses many privileges in com- 
laon with the emperor ; as those of presiding at 
,the diets, of putting rebels to the ban of the em- 
pire, of mitigating penalties, 8;c. But he ac- 
^knowledges the emperor as his Superior ;, he 13 
jcrowned with an c^en, not an imperial, crown ; 
the eagle wlikh he bears in his arms has only one 
head ; and in the instrument which he sign^at bis 
tslection, it is expressly stipulated that he shall 
possess no independent authority or administration 
during the life of the emperor. 

Germany seems to have been divided into a 
number of independent principalities while the 
Roman empire was in its 2enith of glory and 
yigour ; but the inhabitants frequently united in 
the defence of their common liberty, and man/ 
sanguinary conflicts established their reputation 
for bravery before they sunk under the power of 
their formidable and politic invaders. At length, 
however, their country was reduced to the state 
of a provincial subjection to the masters of the 
world ; and upon the decline of the western em- 
pire, it became a prey to the Franks, and a con- 
siderable part of it remained under the dominion 
of earls and marquis^es of that nation^ till Charle- 
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Bngiie extended his mUitary power a&d civil au** 
tbority over the whole of the empire* 

The posterity of Charlemagne inherited the 
country tili the demise of Lewis IV«, when the 
Cark>vingian line became extinct, the empire 
was wholly detached from France, and the im-» 
pqoal dimity became elective* At tliis period^ 
therefore, it seems proper to commence the hia-' 
torical narration, as the preceding affairs are close- 
ly Interwoven with those of France, and must of 
necessity be noticed in the history of that nation* 

The German grandees, whose consent had 
usually been asked at the elevation of their princes 
elien during the hereditary succession, assembled 
at Worms upon the death of Lewis IV., and ©f- 
lered the imperial diadem to Otho duke of Saxony ; 
but b^g unwilling to accept a dignity which hia 
advanced age miglit render irksome or inconve^ 
nient to him, he requested that they would apply^ 
their invitation to Conrade duke of Franconia^ 
whom he kiiew to be a prince of equal merit and . 
capacity* . 

Upon this recommendation Conrade was ^ ^^ 
unanimously elected to fiU the vacant ^\^\ * 
Ihcdne ; and he immediately took such pre- 
cautions as were indispensably necessary to estab- 
lish and support his authority. Understanding* 
tha^ his presence w«s necessary to queU some dis- 
eon^nts in Lorrain, he marched thither with great 
expedi^n, and, by several popular acts, concili-i 
ated th^ esteem and affection of the natives* He 
then persuaded the duke of Saxony, who had a&* 
flembted a powerful army, to suspend his intended 
hostilities ; and crushed three alarming rebellions^ 
whkkk were successively raised against him* The 
C 3 
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Hungarians, however, made a dreadfid imiptioa 
into his domimons, and, after marking their pro- 
gress with fire and sword, compelled him to pur- 
chase a peace tipon very disadvantageous terms : 
but, notwithstanding all the exertions of his ene- 
mies, he retained the sceptre, and conducted the 
afi^rs of the empire with great prudence till tjie 
time of his death. 

When Conrade perceived his approaching disso- 
lution he convened the princes and states of the 
empire, and seriously exhorted them to raise 
Henry duke of Saxony, and son of Otho, to the 
imperial throne ; although that nobleman had in- 
sulted him by open rebellion, and had made an at- 
tempt upon his life by means of a poisoned brace-i 
let. Having thus sacrificed his resentment to the 
public interest, and sent the crown, sceptr^ and the 
other regalia, to his intended successor, Conrade 
expired, after an active and respectable reign of 
seven years. 

Early in the ensuing year, the dukes of 

* * Bavaria, Franconia, and Swabia, with all 
the other states of Germany, assembled at 
Fiitzlar, and bestowed the imperial dignity upon 
Henry duke of SaiXony, whom historians have dis^ 
tinguished by the epithet of the Fowler, on account 
of his predilection for thsd amusement. 

This prince had no sooner assumed the reins of 
government, than he pnidently laboured to pro^ 
mote a general reconciliation among the princea 
of the empire. His exertions for this purpose 
were crowned with complete success : they unanin 
mously resdved to support his interests, and acted 
with such extraordinary gallantry in his defence^ 
that a numerous army of Hungarian invaders were, 
repulsed with prodigious slaughter ; the Vandals, 
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who ifad made an inroad into the empire, were 
almost exterminated, on the coast of the Baltic ;> 
and the Dalmatians, Bohemians, Abotrites, and 
Sclavonians, were compelled to submit to their 
imperial opponents. During these rapid 8uccesse» 
Henry repulsed Charies the Simple fi^m the 
banks of the Rhine, and, after some conferences, 
the two princes concluded the treaty called Pac« 
turn Bonnese, which constitutes a fiiLmons epoch 
in history. An assembly, composed of several- 
French and German prelates, was held soon after- 
ward at Coblentz, where this treaty wascoR* 
firmed ; and, among o^ier regulations, it was en- 
acted that no layman should receive tythes, which 
wefe entirely ecclesiastic, and that no marriage 
should be solemnized between relations within the 
Mxth degree of consanguinity. 

After some skirmishes with liaoul duke of Bur-> 
gundy, and Geselbert of Lorrain, Henry turned 
hisiEittention to the regulation of his police, and 
the improvement of his dominions. Accord- 
ingly he published a general amnesty in-favour of 
thieveaand banditti in his dominions, with which 
djescr^ion of men every part of the continent at 
that time abounded, and, actually persuaded them 
to enlist in the service of their, country. He also 
caused all his citiies to b^ well garrisoned, and 
took admirable precautiol^s for the establishment 
and reguls^ supply of the magazines, that the in- 
habitants mig^t never be distressed by a scarcity 
of provisionstt 

Nor were the exertions of this prince . . 
confined to the discharge of his imperial «' ' 
duties ; but his zeal induced him to uiider^ 
take the propagation of the Christian faitti, and^ 



after a^Bointiii^ilie 6mt trialMpi ia Holilva tD de- 
dace the ^d tidiiig^ of the gosixd to the eeoentlir 
SHibdued Vaodals, Jbe hud the satbdiucliAn t<^ wit«. 
IW96 thejceorentott of ^ kiog of the AboteUea»: 
ir]K>8e territories bordened upon Bu&gamf in tlat 
pnrt of Dack cootigiiou& to theDamibe. 

The invasioa txf Bdbenai^ by" a. PdEsh sastni^ 
catted Henty to the assistance of WtncestavHi ; but 
m^Mist he was engaged in appea«ng the tmuUss 
(if that slate, the Sclaves, WUaes> and other baiv 
banana, made a saadden ifiHiptkn into Saxony, rat 
va^ed the whofe province of jLimenbuog, an4 
made tliemaeives masfeers of the caiskal, which 
they iitendiy coverad with blood* After • some 
toe> however, Heiiry ordered two jof his braxesit 
genenala to mosch agmdst the invadeca ; and a 
battle ensued, jn which tibe imfierial arms prdyed 
completely victorious. 

Haung nepvlsed a fi^sh laTaaiaa <£ the Hv^^ 
gariana, lestoried the blessings of trannt^iillky to his 
ftubjeota, and made some necessary regidfubibns in 
his empire^ Henry received a presainig imrltati^K 
into Italy, and the ppunifie oi lecesving the hfikyi 
tmction fi^om the hands of the soreisiga ipontifL 
This induced hkn to undertsdce that journey r bnt, 
being seized with an apoplexy on the road,, he waa 
compelled to return tbi Mansleben, where^ with 
Aie consent of the states, he settled the sucocsaieii 
on Im son Otho, and -expired soon after, in the 
sixtieth year of his .age and the seventeenth df faia 
reign* It has been asserted by very nsspeet^ble 
historians Ihat he was one of the ablest 'statesmen 
of his time, and that none of his contemporariea 
surpassed him either in mental abilities or persscml 
liBcsompUshments* 
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Pursuant to the request of his debeaaei . ^ 
&dier, Otho was elected empea?or at Aix- ^'^5, ' 
larChapelle* The ecclesiastical and seca< 
lar princes, having t^ken the customarjr oath of 
allegiance, conducted him to the great churcb> 
where he wsts met by the archbishf^) of Mentz 
and the diocesan, in their pontificals, assisted by 
other bi^H>ps and clergymen who saluted him 
with the usual ceremonies* On his advsoicing in<« 
^ the ctiurch, the prelate addressed the congre- 
gation to this effect ^—'^ I present to you Otho, 
chosen of God, formerly nominated to the em- 
pire by hm revered, father, and now elected into 
tiiat supreme station by the pri/ices hjsre assemb* 
led. If this election be agree^able to you hold up 
your hand»>in token of ^ij^ttbation/' This ad- 
dress w^Sv^reqeived with unbounded applause; 
and Otho was conducted to the high altar* The. 
archbishop then.gkded on the. emperor's swocd^ 
8aying~'< Receive this sword, and use it agamal 
the enemies of Jesqs Christy and employ the 
power of th&ea^re, which Gq4 hath put into 
your bands, to presevv^.an^ confirm the welfare 
of tb(B church." Tjhfdi, jjufctipg oa the imperial 
mantle, ^' Remember," cpatyiued he„ " with what 
fidelity and fortitude you are obliged tq maintailt 
peace and tranquillity to the .end of your life.'* 
Lastly, presenting the mace aiul sceptre, he ad- 
ded, " Warned by these embleQis, inflict no othei* 
than paternal chastis^pient upon your* spbjects ; 
extend your mercy to the ministers of God, to ther 
widow and the orph^ ;. ap^.let.the bsJm of ypui^l 
pity- never cease tofiow, that with your diadem la 
this lif& you may acquire an unfi^ding one in 
that which is to come." After this solemn ex* 



hoKtatioivtMo-reeeiv^d the holjnsneticn and the 
imperial ciown from the handbof the archbishop ; 
and on his return to the palace a magnilicent 
teaat was served ap^ wIhgIi terminated the ivhole 
ceremony.^ 

The ocynoaencemtint^'of Otho's reign was marie^ 
ed by profound tranquility ; but an irrupticAi of 
the Hungarians^ some successes of the Bohemian^r 
under their dtike Boteslaus) and a revolt in th^ 
province of Bavaria, soon troubled the emperorj 
and called his army in ta action. After some tifne> 
howevei*, the invaders were defeated with prodigi- 
•lift slaughter ; Boleslaus was compelled to submit 
(ohis poweifcl opponents'; and Bavaria was in thef 
end reduced to obedience* A defection of thein^^ 
hahitMUs of Lorrata- waa^also happily terminated ;: 
and the emperor's^ br^hev Hewpy, who, at>the iti^ 
sdgatioO'Of evift oosnseUoiPB, ha^ fi^rtned a power«^ 
&I; eonspirttcy^ netumed ta a sense of dut^ aiid 
m^reeetved Wfth<a.£we<pard6nr 

After erectin|K' tiie see ofTriers^ into a- pnmnw 
pi^ty, and makki^ sobm^ nec es s a r y regul«ti<H3S wL 
ttao-police of his dom^R^Ss tlic^ftiperbr marched 
with a body of troops ^in€t> Frances in oixfer^ to< 
support Lewis^agaitlfill^ kiislfoniHdietbfe enemy Hugh^ 
tAie Great* Upon this oecanoii he made some 
noble exertionS) lAd acquired much military re« 
ngwn: but his- army sulfered severely from the 
united scourges of disease and femine ; and he^ 
vasy at lengS) cempelf ed to return into Saxony, 
without rendering any Essential service to hi» nU 
Kmiu • Some time after his return, he received suchT 
a dangerous fall from his horse that hisKfew&S!> 
despaHtd of, and he convened an assembly of his^ 
principal nobles In order to secure the successioft' 



j^bb*son.Lii4a!lpbus 4 ib«t(lief»traBKth of his con- 
stitution overcame bis aiakid^, and lus.aammation 
of the prince -was^etaaide* 
^r. Having jnade a auccesaftil enpeditioii 
flgains^ the DaneS) and €^pl9^ bis medi- ' * 
atlon in ^epminatiiig'the tsQubks ofFcance, 
Qtkqqspqused AU^, wsdow4>f Lotkariua kiiig.of 
jLtsdjT ; and gsdned -a 4ecisi«e c(Hiqueftt>Qver Be* 
imager, ^ho had recent^ peeseeiHed^ and stepped 
her of 'hear dominions. 

Shortly rafter the solemniBa^en«0f .Ihisfmaprii^fe^ 
Joudolphua^filg^gedria :a ^treofwnable confederaoy 
mtik Conrad^ duke of Erancoma^ «nd several 
otherGermannohieiiaen. This unnfttuml revolt 
piK)du€«d some seineus hostilities^ Mid oeeasif»ed 
tbe.de^tnictjpn of lihe^i^y«f Ratisben : but^fafter 
sooieiime) th^ipfiiMse«w^ made sensible of his 
t:m>Vy '9r^ took^an Gfipovtonity, while his &lher 
WflSr hunting) totjl^row himself at his.feet, atid im* 
pk>re his eleraeacf« ^^Have -fixy" said >hQ^ 
^Hipon ^our 4nis$^ided child> who returns .like 
tbe;prodlgAl son to hia ftohen If you permit lum 
to live i^r he has d^^rved death) he will ias«- 
auFe41yi«pentof hi»f<^ly.andiBgratitudie^andthe , 
i^idue of his ;^fei^ioll be mavkodby exempkuy 
fidelity'and obedience/' To this affectio^appeai 
QtbO'Could'OBty reply bya fiood of'lears and n 
pa^sfftialemiHWDe; but when his agitation subsided^ 
he assured the penitent of .hb-wafm^est fitvour^and 
lienero^sly paidoned^khis adherents. Tke IHtter 
^peoach^, h0wever, Mthich Ludolphus reoeived 
&om the kalianS) in his subsequent expedition 
against fieranger, owswhelmed him with insup* 
portable distresBr and «a?entiially boottght him tm 
an untimely grave. 
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• At the earnest soticita^Hon of the Itafians^ 
060. *^^® repadred in person to Rome, wher^ 
he was solemnly crowned emperor of th^ 
Romans, dignified with the appellation of Au- 
gustus, and honoured with the homage of the 
senate and people, who unanimously swore obedi- 
ence to him as their lawful sovereign^ Letters 
patent were also signed by himself, the prelates^ 
and nobles, importing that, according to the agree- 
ment formerly made with Eugenius and his suc- 
cessor, the Roman clergy and nobility should bind 
themselves by oath to hold no canonical election, 
and to assist at the consecration of no pope, until 
he should, in the presence of the emperor's son, 
or ambassadofJ%ake the same promise which Le6 
III. had voluntarily given on the same subject. 

Notwiths&hding the exteifer marks of respect 
which he received upon this ' occasion, Otho had 
scarcely withdrawn his army before pope John in- 
troduced Albert, the son of Beranger, into the 
city, and endeavoured to excite the fears of thfe 
populace, by asserting that the lands of the church 
were in danger. The emperor, hoWeVer, returned 
with such speed to Rome that the treatherous pon- 
HflF and his new patron coti^ttlted their Safety by 
flight ; and a council was convened, which, after 
a mature examination of Johti's licentious conduct^ 
^lemnty deposed him, and elected Leo VIIL 
to fill the papal chair. This pontiff executed a 
decree by which Otho was recognised emperor of 
the Romans and king of Italy, with all the rights 
and prerogatives to him and his successors which 
pope Adrian I. had granted to Charlemagne ; so 
that from this period jOtho may be justly styled 
Emperor of the Romans. 
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While Odio was employed in appeasing some 
^starbances at Spolito and Camerina) the deposed 
pontiff, with the assistance of several Roman pre- 
lates, returned to his capita], and wrested fiXHn 
Leo his new dignity. In a few days, however, 
John was detected in an amorous intrigue, and his 
life was sacrificed to the resentment of a rivaL 
The adherents of John now elected Benedict V. 
to the chair of St. Peter : but, at the return of 
Otho, tlus pontiff resigned his pretensions in fiai- 
vor of Leo, who, at the emperor's desire, par- 
doned him, and sent him to Hamburg, permitting 
him to retain deacon's orders* 

Upon the demise of Leo VIIL, Otho appointed 
in his place John XIIL, who seeflis to have been 
peculiarly obnoxious to the Romans 4 for they not 
only refused to submit to his authority, but even 
threw him into close confinement. They were 
soon, however, made sensible of their impru- 
dence : for the exasperated emperor immediately 
hastened to Rome, where he restored John to the 
pontificate ; exiled the consuls ; hanged twelve of 
the tribunes ; caused the dead body of Jefroi, the 
author of the revolt, to be torn from the grave, 
and thrown into a common sewer ; and ordered the 
prefect, his successor, to be publicly scourged and 
thrown into a dungeon. 

' Having terrified the Romans into obedience by 
these examples of severity, the emperor caused 
his son Otho to.be crowned as his associate in the 
empire. He then made a tour through the cities 
of Italy, and acquired a considerable degree of po- 
pularity by confirming the donations of Pepin and 
Chariemagne. 

During Otho's re^dence at Capua, he received 

Vol. XVn. D 



an embaasy frann Nicei^oras Ph«c«s, tsapwvr of 
ConBtsuiUneple, who pii^sa^ a<lesiFe<of reoew^ 
log tke alliance which leiroierly ^obsi^te^ betweea 
the Eaatern and Western empires* OthQ returned 
^, polite answer to th^ Greek emperor, jtnd signi- 
fied his assent to a match yhidi had been pro- 
posed between hka own son Otho and the princess 
Theopluuaia. But Nicephoi^ts was so highly in- 
c^ttised at the refusal of some o.ther denaAnds^ that 
}» resolved to take a oruei revenge ; ands ac- 
i}ordingly, when the German anxhassAdors were 
«ent t^ fetch his daughter, he oiuaed both them 
and their attendants to be massacred^ This enov^ 
lacuitts perfidy, however, was soon punished by an 
mpeiial army^i^nder coun,ts GfMither and Sigifrid; 
and, on the fiubse(^ent as^s^natio^ of Nice* 
phorus, the'^p^pess Theopha^ia w^. s^t* with <a 
apaagnificent ttaiA, into Italy, where her nairi^ge 
yii^ tlie eaiperor'4 son wm imn^ediatefy sglecn* 
lozed* 

About two years after tt^s e^ent the 

^'^' empen^ died of an apoplectic diawjer, at 

. ^ * th^ c&tv of Minlebep in Saxony, after m 

active reign of tUrty yefu^s, during whidb^ he gav^ 

some extraordinary prooft of [Hety, courage, and 

fien^rosity,and justly acqumd the epithet of Greaf^ 
lis consort Alix retired into a convent ixnmedir 
»tely after bis detcease ; and ki» ranwns were in- 
terred with due solemnity in the cathedral chu«dh 
of Magdeboorg, where hU tomb imy still be <&- 
tuiguished by a Latin inscriptioQ* 

Otho IL, sumaiQed the Sanguinary, succeeded 
his &ther on the ino^rial throne : but his autho-. 
rity was warmly disputed by Henry jduke of Ba^ 
varia I and the comxneoc^niBAt of his ceign was 



diftturbeft by $omt hostile itumfsfotifi of il)e I>Aiie» 
and Bohemians. > After some dmwy howevs?) the' 
flegelUens duke Wftt subd^iec^ md Iwiished to 
Uti«echtf and tim inraders^ w»«e eompeniftd Co agree 
to a vety dtsadvaata|teoa^ paaet. 

No sooner were thestt. cbfl^motknn- appealed/ 
iSian Otho Ibund bimfulf mnstrved iti a troubtevi 
sottie war whh Loih^iMs king of Flrdtiite*^ Thtti 
itfonarth had teviv^d hv» pret«nsi€«Hb to tlie mm 
vereignty of Lon»in, and granted his proCeciioiMtbr 
the tm) sons^ of Ranier, count oi HahiaulV who 
lad been deprived of hi» dofainbQa «tehig the 
K%n of the late emperop* Otho atCfeia^ifed to a{»* 
jbease the Freneh king by some imfiorcant coneeB* 
iiovfs; btttthispmtsing nn's^iecesfiful, he assembled 
an army of sif)tty .thotasand men, ifiode an imiptioMp 
kcto the eife<l»f % eountry , and eomviiitl^d wich 
dfeadfal mtttgt«> that he soon^ obtained pettier «ifMi 
Kb: own terms. Iftthi&expeditkcv howerert hs 
was exposed tohnawncnt danger by an inundatson. 
of the rv^t Aisne^ which destroyed & conaidecablci 
part of his army. 

After devoting^some time to tiie arrange- 
nent of hia afiPairs in Germany^ he led a ^^ 
numerous body of forces into Italy, in order ^^ 
.to pinish a revolt of the Romans, and to recover 
Apulia and Calabria^ which had been recently 
taken by the Greeks and Saracens* He accord- 
ingly entered Rome without opposition,^ and sooa 
afterwards hazarded a battle with the enemy ; but 
his army was utterly defeated, and he w^a re- 
duced to the necessity of committing lamsdf tn 
the mercy of the waves m a solitary ^sessel. This 
ship being taken by corsairs, who were totally ig» 
norantof his quality, he was carried into Sicily ; 
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but on the pa^nnetit of a large sum of money, he 
obtaiaed his freedom* 

Soon after this event, he renewed the 
\^' war with increased Tigour, and his exertions 
' were attended with such signal success, 
that the Saracens in Italy were utterly extermi- 
nated* He then chastised the pusillanimous troops 
who had deserted him in his former engagement i 
gave up the town of BeneTentum to military exe- 
cution, for having furnished his enemies with pro- 
vision^; and revenged himself for the defection of 
the ilomans, by causing many of the principal 
citizens to be massacred at a banquet* This action 
wad certainly un wcnrthy of a Christian prince ; and 
it was' probably upon this occasion that he was 
braced with the epithet of Sanguinary* 

Having received intelligence that the Sclavo* 
aians had made an iiruption into Saxony, and ra- 
vaged the bbhoprics of Mersburg, Have!berg,'ai!Ri 
Brandenburg, he ordered the Saxons and Thurin- 
gians to have immediate recourse to arms; and 
they acquitted themselves with such gallantry in 
several encounters, that the Sclavonians were 
eventually repulsed with the loss of thirty-«even 
thousand men* 

Some time afier this invasion, the em- 
•^ ^' peror died at Rome, of a bloody flux, which 
. ^ ^' was occasioned by the wound of a poisoned 
^javelin, received in hb war with the Greeks*! 
Some historians have asserted that his death was 
hastened by the imprudent behaviour of his em-' 
press Theophania, who had publicly exulted in 
the victory of her countrymen, though it was ob- 
tained over her own husband. 
Otho III* was but t>velve years of age when he 



8«ceeded faaa father ici the empiie^ for whidi.: 
reafioa he was surDamed the lofaat i but tbi» tf>- 
peOation.waaaQQa laid aside^ aiul be acquired to^* 
efMthet of Rufiis. His election was vigorous^ op- 
pcoed bf one Creaceiitius La kaly ; and Henry did^e 
of Bavarift actually seised 't;be person of young; 
Otho at Coiogne, clatnung» ad his near relatkttt) 
theeaeeof his e^ocation^ and the government dt 
the empire durii^ his minority* The maj^ty 
of the German princes, howeyer, soon compelled 
Hemy to renounce ids pretensions, and the em^ 
peror was proclaimed at Weissematadt with the 
itBEial adbmntties* 

The commencement of this reign was disturbed 
by scmie hostile incursions of the Danes and Sclar- 
vomans; but the^ were repulsed in several in- 
stances, and the imperial anns were» at length, de>- 
ddedly victondus*. About this.tune also a furioua^ 
cimtcat began between Charles duke of Lorraia 
and Hugh Capet, which terminated in the cap- 
tivity of the Ibrmer, and the ezaltatioa of his xismh 
to the crown of France* 

The emperor^ having now attained the '_ 
age of disfa^ion, made a progress through '^'^* 
& difierent piovinces of his empire, en'* 
acted some ejioellent regulations for the wel&rer 
and. cudlization of lus subjects, and confirmed^ 
the eccleaastica in the ei^oyment of many va«- 
loable prinleges*. At the same time the Saxona 
repulsed a &^h irruptioii of. the DMiesi and Eric 
kiOgof Swoden soon afterward annexwfienmi^ 
to^hii hereditary dominions^ Otho, being apprised 
of this circumstance^ thought it advisable to court- 
the friendship of his po^mful neighbour ; and a 
treaty, waa immediately concluddi ■■ by the tvpi^ 
D2 
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pnnoes, which authorised the German misfflooK^es 
to preach the gospel in the dominions of Eric^ and 
promised future security tolhe inhalntants fti the 
empire* 

After the suppression of a revolt among the 
Romans, and the death of his mother Thec^ania^ 
the emperormarchedagainst the rebellious Sclavea; 
and having defeated them in several engageoients^ 
granted them peace, on condkidh of their releasing 
all their prisoners without ransom, and sun^deiv 
ing tlie places which they possessed on the fron- 
tiers of Brandenbui^. 

A fresh revolt being excited by Crescentius, the 
emperor marched with a numerous army into 
I-taly, and took possession of Milan, where he waa 
crowned king of Lombardy. He then repaired to 
Ravenna, and raised his relation Bruno to the 
papal chair, which had become vacant by the de« 
mise of Join) XV* The new pontiff assumed the 
name of Gregory V*, 'and, on the first convenient 
opportunity, expressed his gratitude to his power* 
ful patron, by crowning him king <^ the Romans* 

Having restorod the public tranquillity in Car 
pua and Beneventam, and extended his pardon 
to the turbulent Crescentius, Otho set out on bis 
xietum to Germany, takii^ hia route thnmgh the 
principal towns of Lambardy. On his arrival at 
Modena, he gave a striking proof of Ins love of 
JBStice, by bi& conduct towarda the empnesa Mary, 
daughter of the king of Arragon* That princess, 
exasperated at the oildnesa ^ an Italian count to 
ifAam she hf4 made some amoroua advances, ac<« 
cnsed him of having insulted her by an attempt 
mpon her honour* In consequence of thb chargei» 
^^ mifof lunate nobfein«n was tried,* and aea^ 



teneed to lose hts head ; but, as hb innocefioe wai- 
clearly proved after his execution, the vile cahiniN 
itiatress waa ordered to be-bumt «dtve, and the em« 
peror devoted a hirge sum of money to the benefit 
•f the notdeman'^ widow* 

No sooner had Otho returned into Ger* ^ 
many and begun to make some' necessary ^^^ ' 
leguktloBS, thffii he received the vexatious 
inteyigence that Crescentius, havmg obtBined the 
consulship in Rome, had expelled pope Gregory) 
and ilkd his place with another, who had assum- 
ed the name of John XVI. Hereupon the empe- 
ror mardied with all posnble expedition into Italy^ 
made himself master of Rome, after a short negCf 
and treated the two usurpers with extraonMnary se* 
verity :^r the anti-pope, after ^suffering ^e loss 
of his sight and the amputation of his nose, was 
hurled from tiie top df the castle of St^ Angelo $ 
and Cretceiltlus, after being exposed to public de* 
JBsioR, and put to the torture, was hanged upon a 
high tree with twelve of his adherents* 

After making these dreadful examples, and re- 
instating Gregory in his pontifical dignity, Otho 
made a tour throu^ the tc^ms of Upper Saxony ; 
and thence {Hx>ceeded to Polttid, which he created 
into a kingdom, at the requestof duke Boleskiua, 
who consented to hold his dominicms as a ief of 
the empire* Shortly after this event, Otho wto* 
again caUed'into ItaJy to repel an invasion of ti» 
Sarafans, and to cru^ a fresh revolt <^ the tuiiat- 
lent Romans* Hi» exertions agi^st the Saracens 
were attended with comfdete success ; but the Ro- 
mans openly refused to submit to his authority ^ 
and while he was assembling an army to revenge 
fUa insult, he was pmsoned by a widowj whom he 



isMttita-hvva lediiced under «pionif&«f] 

.The Gefma]ik:eo^p«iaslAiaedtk.he««7lMs))y> 
tb& death •fthiftpriace.; fi[>r he was e^ustty.&nned 
on account of his munificence to the xburf^b) hkb 
Talour in defending his dMiunieaS) and hia equity 
inredres6iBgtbeivvong&Q£h«s.flubj|Scta« Hedied 
at Pieitera%ia the thirtieth year oChit af^aod thet 
UAetenith of hia reign. He fixed upon Aia4ft-i 
ChapeUe, ia hia last movMSts^ a» the place oChift 
a^ukurer 

.J, Aa Otho IIL deceased without issuer 

'ioo». ^^^ oompetitoca immediately stMtad ^ 
' tocdaimtheimperiiddigfiity; Henry dudea 
ofBamriai Heffaaan dulw of Swabiag aod Ekkard 
mmKfm of Sasioi^^ The pnetepdons of thtcsfr 
Boblemen seem to hate been aeariy equal ; butf 
^f meana of hia superior powers the duke of Bitr 
Yaria triunphed over hia mala) and ^tmt sokmlgp. 
Reeled and conseccated at Meat^ by the name^crf 
Henry IL . It t^ppeara, b^veveri that he did n«y| 
obtaiiethia fluosesa till EUnvd ¥ni» iwkoved by as- 
sassination* 

H^uy had no -Mwner a se ansed the iwfieiial e^* 
fdgoa than he caused hia aurnnng coBspelHlor, Her* 
iBan» to be declared a» enemy to the em[Mie ;. and 
even emplayod the fitfcea of Germany in mvagyig 
hia tenkories« Hefmaut m the other hand, resolv-* 
ed toftui^oit his pretensions by fosee of armsi and 
boldly challenged the emperor to decide their dis^ 
pute by single combats but, whenHenry intimated 
bis acceptance of the chalknget Hecman'a courage 
fi>fseok him ; and he \fas eventually compelled tor 
bow before the superior fortune of his enemy* 
. In compUanee Mtida the. earnest solicitations cf 



Iditiobleflly liedry ttpomed OsttttjaaAt^ dtnghlir 
of the count of iiiixenibottrg ; and Paderbom was 
honoured with thecdebntkm of the to^ nuptials. 
Ifethen madea tour through his provinoesi decid**' 
ing vexatious cauaesi r&^staWshing the peace oC 
private fiumliea> and jmNSiotiDg a spirit of hamo-* 
ny among the grandees ; and on his anival at Aix* 
hfrjChap^e, he wascrowneda second time, for the 
satis&okbn of several of the noblesi who hadob* 
jected to the informaUty of his first coronatiook 

Shortly after this ceremony, Henry was senmUy. 
vexed by the defeat of an army which he had sent 
into Italy, a revolution in Bohemia, and a rebeUion 
of the Sclavesof Holstein, who, at the instigation 
<^ the king of Poland, had ravs^^ed ail the :oountry' 
between the Oder and the Elbe, and even threat* 
ened to desolAte Saxony with fire and sword* 

At the repeated solicitations of the arclibishop< 
of AttaBy the emperor put himself at the head oi 
hbrtroopSf and ooatched to l^via, where he. was 
sDlemnlf crowned king of Ldmbardy ; but the 
partisaBB of Herdooin, who had leceotly assirased. 
the aovereignty, inflamed the unthinking populace* 
to such a degree that the whole city was thrown 
into contimotion, the stceets were sprinkled with 
the blood of Henry's adherents, and the emperor 
Mmadf was obliged to retire to the fortress of Su 
Peter. The tumult, however^ gradually subsided ; 
and an apology of the principal inbabitanto was 
generously accepted* 

For seven years after this occurrence, Henry 
was fiilly empk>yed in chastising the insolence of 
the Foks, and appeasing the frequent troubles of 
Lonain* But his mind was fotigued by. his per*, 
•petual exertions^ and.he ardently deaired to abdi<* 
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aemainder. of hit £& to^ rdigioiM^ tietiffimietit^ 
These settliiittttfii, lto«9e»rv w<m strongty cmn^ 
bited;b|F thepriQcmof QerttVMf^ and he ^vms) at 
fengthf pecsoadnd ti^ reCMi the govtmiiittiit of » 
€«MaMtB3i which now^ iiiqrt i td eMiioiiMirf cm^ 
Mdattentfoh.. 

'a n Upoi^idieeoiiehimnofpeacewkh Boles* 

xtxi^' lain kia^ of PobvAd, Banff led a ib^h^ ar* 

my acvoM the Alpt^ ix» c^dtep to chastise the 

m^Kdeneeof Hardouin^'wiiohttd^reastromed f^ dii- 

poeme authoiicy ka Italy* He met and defeated 

his enemy oa the fi^miefii of tlM^ Veronese ; sfMfe 

was .soon afterwasda crowned by pepe BenetycC 

VUL in the cky of Rome^ 

- In passhig thvough Buirgtrndfj Henry iMM^ 

the abbey of Ciogni ; and «ittr>M«!rde> requested^ 

that he might be enteised as^ moi^ ifi^ the ahbey 

q£Su Vatt^atVoRtam TheahbotsMtnedio^aiy 

sent to his. wiih^ and adtnittttd hfas as.e^faEf baoi> 

liMr, on condslson. that he should obey him in eve^ 

sy thiBf ; faotwhea Henry h«d promised imptidt; 

ohedience^ the- abbot very prndently oonrnMoided) 

him^.to continue at the helm of gcnrermnenCw. 

Some^timeafter thisoecititenee, Redolpbos UK 

kbsigof Transjnmne Boxgundyr came to implore. 

the enipeior*8 pcotectiim againitf hb disaSbcted! 

aubjecta; and the empiMs Coaegunda is said ta 

hum exculpated hcm^ from the chnfe of u^fe* 

delity by the fiery ordeal* 

• Hanngafe length appeaiae4 all the troubles 

^* whifih hiul kmg distmcted hia dominioQ% 

' Henry resolx^ed to demote the mrnamder of 

Ms lifir to thatmpose which seems to have been. 

the oonslaitf object of Ma wisk$ and in order to 



lie had gn intem^w witb Sobert kwg«f Fnnse ; 
jtipoa which opcw^n tbe two piinfim conoeiml a 
pi^rtifawUr fvk^ds]^ for e«d» others aiid roa^mMf 
£ooc(e?M BMeiisurea S&r ilm nfoim^Am aad ng^ 
gf««diwt«Hmt ^. tbeiir «BbJ0cM« T1h» comfercsice 
«i»eiii» tolia«ehcieii^i«6t re«wiitebjb tnoMcfekHi 
4»f ({ffiiry'a Ufe ) for he idled » ibe^iumtibof juljr 
£dlowiiig, after a tpIeraUy pco^)etwis neig& jtf 
jNrentjr-lwp jrean* Uei waaaiiivmted Ihe Lmnoy 
fti^fn en impe^to^eo^in hia walUtitg ; md he e&- 
ceivedtbe a^p^ttatiiHi of the Hunganan ApMrafle, 
fiom hie4eTotieeL aed mwiioeaoe le the dvUrch. 

ViiGblent dispiitoae noi^esqae i>e9fieclKQg the Oflsm- 
jpatioA of a suceeaaer to the ei«f^* At kngth^ 
hoif^^r» the Q^^fnemc priacea wd etati^s aasem* 
Ued ttk Ihe ^^jpeo Mda^ heti^een Meaftr uifl 
Wio«ma ;^ -aiid Coowide diake of Fnmeeitiay mn^, 
ttmediheSelicH^ waswmvawa^ioveetedvith 
ibe «i:^^9eiiie authcuity* 

liliariag the Iwo &ait jwaiiaof hi* fetp^ ^ ^^ 

CoiuMeiiw.cMeSsremp]ofrQdiii«e9uhi^R& 1027/ 
Itoe |ioSgi»,aod otWagaig»of ad wHWu f nfa '^ 

^OQt ^i» the Uiifd|.hereeei¥ed hUtimgeQce'thet 
the Lombards had sbelM9 >(»ff their eU^^emee, end 
im \irea<Mi&i^ueMH^.oUJ^ IP Hawreh. into Jtajy. 
The mWh how€^Ter> ^v^en^open i«dMeed <p obc^i- 
enee ; and t}ie cooqiier^r weii^aoleionly cffowned at 
K^eaei by i^pe Jk^ XS;.) i^fireaenc^of Rode*- 
phua III* king of TraoaiiiUEane Bw^givaidy^ and 
^!M^i«kf Uti^^fyi^fim^ Seen after thi^ e¥etii^ 



stance of his having been bora on the banks q^, tberii^r SaJa« 
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Cotirade's son, Henry, was declared his successor, 
and crowned at Aix-la-Chapelle ; and the dukes of 
/Swabia, Worms, and Carinthia, who had endea- 
voured to excite a revolt, vere, by a solemn de- 
cree, stripped of their dominions. The seven suc- 
ceeding years were occupied by wars between the 
emperor, Poland, Bohemia, and Hungary ; but as 
these offer nothing worthy of particular notice 
here, it is pnly necessary to obsei*re, that the im- 
perial arms were generally successRil ; and that, 
on the demise of Rodolphus, Conrade acquired 
the sovereignty of all Transjurane Burgundy. 

After chastising a revolt of the Milanese, and 
receiving the benediction of pope Benedict IX., 
Conrade was seized with the gout in his legs, and 
died suddenly, at Utrecht, in the fifteenth year of 
Ws reign. He was universally revered as a just 
and magnanimous prince ; and all those who dis- 
tioguisl^d themselves in his service had ample 
cause to applaud his munificence. Among many 
other instances of his generosity, we are told,4hat 
a gentleman who had lost his leg in battle, receive 
ed as many pieces of gold as one of his boots would 
tohtain ; which the emperor remarked nclight de- 
fray the expence of his cure. 
. Henry IH., surnamed the Black, was 

' 1040. permitted to ascend the imperial throne oa 
his father's decease ; and he immediately 
led a nutnerotrs ankiy against Brztislaus duke of 
(Bohemia who.had reused to pay the accustomed 
tribute. This expedition was crowned with suc- 
cess ; and in a subsequent one against Hungary^ 
Henry acquired great reputation, by wresting the 
sceptre from an usurper, and restoring it to the 
lawftQl prince* 



To raaent tke.ekction of po^ Ccegory VI^ 
which had taken place without hi3 ^usent, the 
emperor marched with a poweiiul array into Italy ^ 
aadf alter being c^rowned king of Lorabardy by 
the afvhlvshopof MilaiH he convened a council at 
Sutriy wheve Gregory was solemnly deposed, and 
Heideger bishop of Bamberg was admitted to the 
tMipal chair^ b^ the name of Clement IL The new 
pontile immediately plajced the Italian diadem ^oa 
the head of his illustrious patron ; and the Romans 
^lomis^dy upon oath, that they would never again 
choose ft |K)pe withoat sending previous notice to 
the re^fwig eniperor. 

UpoQ the demise of Clement IL^ which happen-i 
ed soim after the* emperor's i^turn into Germany^ 
a certain prelatie of Bavaria intruded himself into 
the ps^pacy-i but heako died in about twenty-three 
days after liiselevation. Henry now nominated a 
G^^man bishc^ named Bruno, to the popedom^ 
and 9aot him to Romet attended by one Hild^ 
bnmdf a monk of the abbey of Cluny, vfho sooi^ 
fi^dered himself famous by his intrigues in the 
eccteaastici^ state* The new ppnti£f, who assumed 
liieBiiae of ije» IX*, was soon summoned awa|r 
by death ; and Hildebrand, having contrived to 
ndse-G^iehardhisliop of Eichstet to the vacant 
^gni^, persuaded the emperor to confirm his 
ekctkiu 

Heorf, 111 the mean time, was successive 
karaased by a fresh quan^l with the Hungariai3% 
^le rapr^miaiUe ccmduct of Conrade duke of 
BwrariS) and attpublesome war with Flandecs* 
Afiser some hostilities, the imperial arms were 
i^rowned with complete success: and Henry's 
young son was declared king of the Romans, and 
heir to the empire. Some fresh commotions, 
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however, recalled the emperof intoltafy-; aud a 
«u!>sequent irruption of the Sclaveai into Saxonf , 
together with the public calamities of earthquakes, 
plague, and famine, overwhelmed his spirits with 
melancholy, and finally occasioned his death, in 
the thirty-ninth year of his age, and the sixteenth 
of his reign. He entered twice into the conjugal 
state ; and by his second empress, Agnes, daughter 
of William duke of Poitou, he had two sons and 
three daughters. . 

Henry IV., sumamed the Great, was ac« 
\^^] knowledged emperor on the death di his 
* ffither. But as he was at this time only 
five vears of age, he was placed under the tutelage 
of his mother Agnes, who acquitted herself of that 
trust with equal prudence *and affection. The 
enipire,' however, was sadly harassed by the quar- 
rels of several private noblemen ; and at the cx- 
E 'ration of five years, the dukes of Saxony and 
ivaria, with some other princes, deprived the 
^press dowager of the regency, and compelled 
fier to seek an asylum in an Italian convent. 

The young emperor was fiow placed under the 
care of the archbishops of Cologne and Bremen : 
but, unfortunately, these prelates exercised their 
employments in a very different manner; for 
whilst the former endeavoured to inspire the prince 
with a love of literature, and to store his mind 
with the principles of virtue, the latter indulged 
him in all his pleasures, aad even studied the 
gratification of his desires,^ that he might render 
himself necessary to him in all his a&irs. By 
these means Henry learnt to indulge himself in 
luxury, and gradually contracted many evil habits 
irhich he could never afterward restiiiiii» 



Vfhea H&aj had attuned the age of ^ ^ 
tirenty-two, he took the rdns of govern- jq^^* 
ment into bis own bands^ and commenced 
his admiiB8tratt<m by restFaining the robberies and 
extortions which the inhabitants of Saxony had 
long exercised upon strangers, and among themr 
selves, to the great prejudice of the public tran- 
^illity* In order to crush these practices, he took 
•u^ hisi^sidence among them at Goslar, and order- 
ed several castles to be erected as a check upon 
tbe delinquents, and a {HX>tection to l^e innocent 
suiTerers. This measure, however, excited a ge- 
neral discontent in the duchy, and both laymen 
and ecclesiastics accused him of intending the sub- 
version of their liberties. They even had the 
boldness to present him with a threatening memo- 
lial ; xadf after tome time, made such hostile pre- 
paratipns, that he was compelled to enter into an 
aeeommodation with them, by the mediadon of 
tbe princes of his empire. 

7 It must indeed be acknowledged that the vio- 
lence of Henry's passions often hurried him into 
indiacretioas which fixed an indelible stain upon 
hia nioral character, and induced his most power- 
ful, adherents to abandon his interests. His incon- 
tinence, in particular, was so great, that he en- 
deavoured to sacrifice every beiautiful femfile to 
his unlaw^l pleasures ; and he was so highly ex- 
asperated at his empress for attempting to obstruct 
these licentious amours, that he earnestly solicited 
the ^pope to dissolve his marriage, and even autho- 
nsed. one of his courtiers to attempt her honour, 
that he n^ght obtain a divorce. But the injured 
princesa conducted herself with exemplary pru- 
dence, fuid Henry 'ft base designs were happily 
frustrated* ^ 
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Soon after the concision of the tmtf mUh Ms 
Saxon subjects, Henry was accused, by one of las 
own domestics, of hairing laid a plan for the des- 
truction of the dukes of 9v^abia and Carin^ia^; 
and this calumny, though entirely gromidless^ 
proved of such prejudice to his al^trs, that he wat 
compelled to take refuge in the city of Worms ; 
wiiile the princes of the empire assenkbled at 
Mentz for the express purpose of deposiBg hiBii 
and of electing another empeior« After some 
time, however, a conference was heldatC^pMH 
heim, in which Henry, by a solemn acfanowledg* 
ment of his feolts, appeased the prkioes, and waft 
permitted to resume his autiiortty. 

No sooner had the emperor's ^r» subsided) in 
consequence of this accommodalkm, than the Sia* 
t>ns broke out in a fresh revolt, whi<ch oc^siio*edlt 
prodigious efBision of bleed; and, though tiiey 
were eventually compelled to submit, ^y wwre 
encouraged by the partisa&s of Hildebrand, who 
had assumed the papacy under the name of Gre- 
gory VII* to send ambassadm^s to Rome, com" ' 
plaining of the injuries they had received hom 
the emperor, and requesting that the pope woul^ 
"depose him, on account of his miscoodtict and im« 
morality. 

Henry was aware of the danger which ffttended 
the intrigues of a Roman pontiff ; and thet^fefre 
endeavoured to ehide the impending storm by 
timely submissicMi. This mode of conduct pto-« 
duced the desired effect ; and Gregoiy, after ab* 
solving the imperial penitent, proposed tf^htm k 
erusade, in order to deliver the holy $epu]^r^ 
from the infidels. But this harmony was seon 
interrupted by some^ (Msturbanees in Ifongftrf ; 
and Henry, sdfter being cited to appear at j^ooi^^ 
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itpomd the pcotiff who had dared to offisr such 
an insult to lus dignity ; while Gregory took an 
ample revenge, by fulminating a sentence of ex* 
oommiinicatiOQ against the emperor and all his 
adherents^ 

At this joDcture, Henry's situation was truly 
distrfsssing : for the pope found means to fix all 
the Germfoi bishops in his interest ; the prelatea 
gained over the noblemen ; the Saxons cheerfully 
embraced such an opportunity of renewing their 
complaints ; and even the princes who had re- 
cently assisted at the depo^tion of Gregory now 
gave -up their emperor to be tried by that haught/ 
ponttffy and solicited his holiness to visit Augs- 
burg for that purpose. 

The unfortunate emperor now perceived the 
impracticability of further resistance, and imme- 
diatdy set out for Italy, with his wife and ini^t 
SOB, in order to humble himself before the pope, 
who was then at Canosa* On his arrival, he was 
admitted within the outer gate, and informed that 
lie must expect no fovour until he should have 
&sted three days, standing, from morning to even- 
ing, bare-footed among the snow ; and then im- 
plored forgiveness for his heinous offences. This 
penance was literally performed, notwithstanding 
the fotigue of his journey, and on the fourth day 
he was indulged with an absolution. 

/This circuBWtance gave great umbrage to the 
Italian princes, who were equally exasperated at 
Gregory's insc^nce, and the abjea humility of the 
emperor* Henry, however, silenced their re- 
proaches by expatiating on the cruel situation to 
which he had been reduced jt>y the disafiection of 
bis siibiects i and, in ord^r to show how sensible 
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be was of the outrs^ w^ch had %ceti oficred to 
his dignity, he soon declared htmself the fiope^ 
mortal enemy. 

In the mean time Gregory exerted hloHclf ao 
successfully in embroiling the affairs of Germany, 
that the princes of the eoopire actually renomeed 
their allegiance, and placed Roddphua duke ol^ 
Sv^lna on the imperial throne* Henry, being ap> 
prised of this rebellion, marched with i^ possibis 
dispatch from Italy, and gained three successhrii 
Tictories over his opponent : but his affairs still 
continued in a very perilous utuation ; a fresh tea- 
tence of excommunicaden was thundered ou^ 
against him ; and the Roman pontiff effectu^lf 
revived the spirits of the malecontents, by con» 
firming the election of Rodc^phus. 

Henry now convened an assemldy of the GeN 
man bishops at Mentz, where he asked their opi^ 
nions about this pretended right of the pope tod^ 
dirone an emperor, and whether he might legalif 
depose Hildehrand, and nominate another prelata 
to the apostolic chair. After mature delibenftiois 
the nineteen bishops who were present pn^osed 
that Henry should call in all the other prdatea^ 
and hold a national council at Brixen. This the 
emperor i^eadily agreed to ; and, on the revival of 
the business at Brixen, the deposition of GregiMy 
was solemnly confirmed, and cardinal Wibertii 
arclibishop of Ravenna, was chosen pope, under 
the name of Clement IIL 

Shortly after thisjevent, Rodolphus reassefiibled 
some forces in Saxony, and began to make^formi* 
dable preparations against his impend tompetllor4 
Henry, receiving intelligence of these moci<»i8| 
marched against him with great expedition, and 
Ihetwo vmes esi^iged near Afersborg with ex- 



^aof^Mrf fatf. T^ some time victafef aeemed 
to hoter over tiie rebel ttoopft ; but their kttder% 
hand being cut off by the duke of Lomun, th^ 
%rere seized wkh a panic, and soon gate upHie 
adhrant^ge which they had ^ined. Rodoiphuab 
perceiving himself at the point of death, ordered 
ttm hand whicli h^ had lost to be brought to him, 
8Bd, addressing himself to his oflSeers, ^ Behold,'^ 
•aid he, ^ the hand with whkh I took my oath «f 
allegiance to Henry, which I have viokited, at tht 
instigation of the court of Xlome, in perfidiously 
•spiling to an honour that was not my doe!^ 
if aving utteved these words, he expired with great 
penitence, and was pompously buned at Mersberg 
in Saxony. The Saxons, being afterward tfraid « 
Henry's indignation, would have removed the rojal 
deoomtions which they had placed on the tomb of 
their &)len leader i but the ^nperer prevented 
iheir design, and told them he should be happy to 
tee all bia enemies as magnificctitly interred. 

The distmhances of Germany being now . .. 
partly composed, Henry led a numerous joSi.' 
termy into Italy, and avowed his intention 
«f^ttmg Clement in the papal chair; but Gre^^ 
liad ordered ^le gates of Rome to b^ shut again^ 
liim, and the garrison withstood a siege of two 
years and a halfl At the expiration of that time, 
liowever, the city viras taken by assault ; Gregory 
Ipcitlred first to the castle of Bt« Angelo, and siter- 
ward to Salerno ; and the new pope, being con* 
aecrated in the church of St* Peter, expressed lus 
gratitude, by crowning the emperor, on £aster-day, 
with the consent and applause of the Roman senate 
and people, who took the customary oath of aliegi* 
•ncei - 

' B«tHa»7<Miiel long enjc^' the tna^ess of this 
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«3S{ie£ti(MU The Saxons and seTeral otlierdis* 
Afiected states elected count Herman, of Luxem- 
i^urg, king of the Romans ; and although this 
nobleman, and the marquis of Thuringia, ivho was 
afterwards nominated to the regal dignity, sunk 
lieneath the victorious arms of the em^ror^ 
Germany still continued in a distracted state; and, 
by the intrigues of Urban IL, who now filled 
the papal chair, all the provinces of Italy were 
toon seduced from their allegiance. To add to the 
emperor's distress upon this occasion, he heard 
that his own son, Ck)nrade, had placed himself at 
the head of the rebels, assumed the title of king of 
Italy^ and formed a powerful alliance by espousing 
the daughter of Roger king of Sicily. 
. In an assembly of the princes, held at 

loog. ^^®g*^®> Conrade was put under the ban of 
* the empire, and his brother Henry was 
crowned king of the Romans, a&er having promis* 
ed that he would never intermeddle widi the go* 
vemment without the express consent of his fa« 
ther. The emperor now hoped to enjoy some 
tranquillity, as the chiefs of the German rebels 
were dead, and an accommodation had been enr 
tered into with the Saxons and Bavarians. But his 
subsequent attempts to preserve the rights of the 
empire relative to the nomination of a pope, served 
to foment the enmity of the Romans, and induced 
Pascal III., the successor of Urban, to fulminate a 
new excommunication against him for introducing 
schisms into the church. 

Whilst the emperor laboured under these press* 
ing caiamities, his unnatural son Henry took up 
arms against him, and avowed the intention of 
wresting the sceptre, from his hands ; alleging, thatt 
as the subjects were discharged from their allegi- 
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aAce, he was obliged to fulfil tiie dadesof the 
imperial station; and that, as the laws of tlM 
church were superior to those of nature) he toold 
liot acknowledge Henry for his 'filther until he 
j^ould be absolved from the sentence of excom^ 

I munication. The emperor used many resioB* 

strances to dissuade his son from proceeding to 

I such extremities : but these produced no eff^; 

I and the usurper brought an army into the fidd 

which put him in possession of Spire, and the 

i imperial treasures* He then fixed a day fbr tiie 

I princes to assemble at Mentz ; but as he ufideiv 

stood that the emperor designed to be present, iHtH 
a very numerous army, he had reeourse to twit 
chery, and, throwing himsetf at his father's tet^ 
Unplored forgiveness for his undutiiil behAvtoiut^ 
which he imputed to the advice of eilil coudmAovs^ 
The ill-feted Henry heard this declaratioa with un«> 
speakable joy, and at the request cf his son, dis^ 
. banded the imperial army; but he vn» next dajf 
confined to his chamber by the supposed penitMi^ 
and the archbishop of Mentz and Colognd^ legethet 
with the bishops of Worms, were sent to ii^rln 
him of his deposition, and to demand the erewo 
and other f egalia. ' 

The emperor received tWte depwttlHtMll ^ jy^ 
with equal concern and astonishment, ind j^^q^] 
earnestly demanded the feause of stwh cruel 
and indignant treatm^t The Qtcl^ish<^ of 
Mentz reptie<^ that lie had irt^Mlered hhnself vm* 
Worthy of wes^ngthe knpcfriaft diidemv by tM 
iMnnerous- schisms he had kuMdwBe^ into 4e 
church, and the scandalous manner in- whieh be 
exposed benefices to Mei ^ H thef^'^exi^laiaiied 
the ^ti^d prince, " we have^ ^rostHuted' fehe^ 
benefices of the church fpr hire^ you are the ooost 
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proper per3ons to convict us of that charge; Say 
tbm, I adjure yoa in the name of the eternal 
Godf what have we either exacted or received for 
your promotion to the dignities which you now 
eojoy ^-~Yott adsnowledge our innocence with 
resxpeitt to your preferment ; and yet, the arch^ 
bishoprics of Mentz and Cologne being two of 
the best in our disposal, we might have filled our 
icoffers by (exposing them to Mle^ instead of be^ 
stowkig them gratuitously upon persons who have 
made so unworthy a return for our benevolence* 
Alas! we begin to sink under the accumulated 
weight of age and sorrow, and but little of our 
aoKfftal pilgrimage is left unperformed : suffer that 
)i^ie to be concluded in peace, and seek not to 
terminate our reign vnth misery, by becoming 
pardsans of those who, in defiance of gratitude 
and allegiance, have lifted up their hands againat 
theirlawful sovereign." 

, As this pathetic address produced no effect oti 
^e minds of the unfeeling prelates, Henry put on 
bis royal ornaments, and, seating himself in a chair 
of state, renewed bis remonstrance to this effect : 
^' Hepe are the ensigns of that royalty with which 
we were invested by God and the princes of the 
empire t if yoa disregard the wrath of Heaven, and 
the eter&al reproach of mankind, so much as to 
lay violent hands upon your sovereign, and strip 
lis of them by force, we are not in a condition to 
defend ourselves from such s^ outrage." This ex- 
postulation liadno more effect than the former 
upon the ecctesia^tcal depiUies, who immediately 
snatched the erown from Henry's head, and, drag* 
ging him bom h\» seat) pulled off the imperial 
robes by force | whilst be lifted his streaming eyes 
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to heaven, acknowledging^ the sins of his youth, 
and imploring God to punish the perjniy and in« 
solence of his inhuman enemies* 

Soon grftcr this heart-rending occurrence, an as- 
sembly of the princes obliged the old emperor to 
make a voluntary resignation of his authority in 
&your of his infamous son* With this sad neces- 
sHy he complied ; and his spirit was so effectual- 
ly broken, that he threw himself at the feet of the 
pope's legate, who VFas present, and earnestly be- 
sought him to absolve him from the sentence of 
^communication ; but his request was inhumanly 
refused,, on pretence that he could receive absolu- 
tion from no other than the sovereign pontiff him- 
self. We are even told that this unhappy prince 
was afterwards reduced to such extreme indigence 
and misery, by the barbarity of his son, that he 
intreated the bishop of Spire to bestow upon him a 
canonicate for his subsistence, and that the pre- 
late told him he durat not grant him such* a fevour 
without permission from the pope. This unex- 
pected repulse, in a cathedral which had been 
Ibimded and endowed by his Ancestors and him- 
self seems to have pierced the soul o^'the de- ^ 
graded emperor ; for he immediately burst into a 
flood of tears, and, turning to those who were pre- 
sent, he exclaimed, ** Have pity on my condition, 
O my friends, for the hand of the Lord hath 
touched me V* 

In contem{^ting the sad fate of this prince who 
was hurled from the pinnacle of greatness to the 
lowest abyss of misery, divested of his honours, 
deprived of support, abandoned by his friends, and 
eventually thrown into prison i>y command of his 
son, we are naturally led to suppose that his cbu- , 
rage must have been utterly extmgutshed, tod his 
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inkid dverwfaelmed with despair. This sttvtoisti 
boweveTt is erroneous ; for, sdter the first violence 
of his grief liad subsided) he foiuaid means to elude 
the vigilance of his keepers^ and repaired to the 
Low«€ountrie$» where be raised a considemble bo^ 
dy of forces to attempt his restoratioii». and wrote 
circular letters to all the princes in Chri^endomi 
is ovder to interest them in his misfortunes* He 
even wrote to theipope, offering terms of accomi 
modation ; «nd he had the satis&ction of seeing 
many of his subjects return to their allegiance : 
but before any thing of importance could take^ 
piace, he died at Uege, in the fifty-sixth year of 
his age and the forty-ninth of his reign* His vo* 
mains were interred in the cathedral with becpm* 
ing solemnity : but hia barbarous son ordered theiH 
to be dug up and deposited in the chapel of Afroa^ 
where they remained five years unburied, on ac-* 
count of his dying under the sentence of excom- 
munication* 

Upon an intipartial review of the, life of Hen^y 
IV.9 it appears that he was endowed with gr^t 
courage, and mapy other excellent qualities ; and» 
if he ha4. not excited, the indignation c^ his sub^ 
jects by his youthful .excesses^ and inflamed the 
hatred of the Romans by an, obstinate adherence 
to the rights of his prerogative, he might have 
eclipsed the glory of all his ancestors* A peculiar 
air of dignity was stamped upon his Qountenanice ) 
his conversation was tively and interesting ir he 
possessed a mild and mercifiil temper ; and he wae 
so extremely charitable) that he is said to have ^o* 
tertained the skk, the lame, and the blind, at hia 
own table) and even to have lodged them in hia 
own fi^iartment that he might bNe at hand to 4ni- 
nister to their necessities. From^the twelfth year 
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i»f hbage, he had been constantly engaged in the 
t^s of war ; he- had commanded in sixty pitched 
battles, and survived many secret attempts that 
were made upon lus life* He frequently expres- 
sed a livdy contiitionforthe enormities which iiad 
disgraced the commencement of his reign ; and 
lie met his death with equal fortitiBle atid resigna* 
tion. 

Henry-Y.^sumamed the Young, endea- ^ j^ 
voured to establish himself in the aoithority ^ ^^^ * 
whteh he had so basely usurped, by cc»icii« 
iating th& esteem c^ his ecctaiastics : but the na« 
tural hau^tiness of hi^ temper soon induced him 
to change his conduct, and a qparrel broke out be^ 
tween him and pope Paschal XL, about the long* 
disputed questkm of iiwestitares, which threaten^ 
•very seiioas consequences* 

Afor an unstoceess&l kivasion^f rHtmgary, and 
a tro»biesome war wtththe P^es, the emparor 
t^rossed the Alps with an army of eighty thoussoid 
jnen,-andA great nunter of noblemen, in order 
to assert the lights of his crown in Italy, and to^ 
liimaeif jusdce either by negociation or force c^ 
arms* 'Having seduced some cities which at^ 
tempted to dit^pute ht» passage, >he soat a^^lendid 
'embassy to Pascal, and soon afkrwards eon- 
•clttded a treaty of peace «t Suitri, - to his entire &»> 
"tis&ction. 

It aii^ears, howei^er, that the Roman . 
|)ontiff was insincere in all his concessions : ^ ^ j ^ * 
^tft on the very day of the emperor's entry 
iftto Rome,' several persons belonging to his train 
.were grossly msulted by the populace ; the new 
treaty of peace was formally oj^sed by the Italiani 
.pvelates ; and ^ • spirit of disi^ection seemed to 
>f<4e^f)redomtnaiit4n<the' breasts of the citizens* 

Vol, XVII. F 



BO GERMANY* 

Exasperated at these indignities, Heniy ordered 
his fioldiei*s to seize the person of the pope, and 
permitted them to maltreat the cardinals and 
bishops without distinction* The consul now put 
ail the Romans under arms, and a battle wa» 
fought, next morning, with extraordinaiy fury and 
I'esolution* The citizens, however, were eventu- 
ally defeated with such prodigious slaughter that 
the Tiber was actually stained with their blood ; 
the walls of the city were rased in several places $ 
and the pope, after enduring an irksome imprison^ 
ment, and witnes^dng the execution of his best 
friends, was obliged to comply with all the de^* 
mands of his conqueror, and to ratify the former 
accommodation. 

Upcm the conclusion of this treaty, Henry was 
solemnly crowned at Rome.; and the pope, in tOr 
ken of perfect reconciliation, divided the host be* . 
tween the emperor and himself, with these words c 
— " As I divide the body of our Lord, so may he 
be divided from Christ and his kingdom, who shall 
Attempt to violate this accommodation." But^ 
though Paschal preserved the extetior marks of 
good faith and friendship, the court of Rome still 
acted with its accustomed treachery ; and Henry- 
had the mortification to hear that the new bull, re<» 
lative to investitures, was publicly bjurnt, and him- 
self excommunicated by the council of Lateran, 
for having presumed to reviv«e the prerogative of 
his ancestors. 

' After mature deliberation, Henry set out 

jj' * for Rome, in order to crush the dangerous 

intrigues which were perpetually forming 

against him ; and the pope, being apprised of his 

intention, retired into Apulia. During his march, 

the emperor secured several important towns, aad 



contrived to gsdn over Ptolemf count of Tuscolumi 
who prevailed upon the Romans to decree a tri'* 
umph to their illustrious visitor* The ceremony 
of his coronation was also repeated by the archbi-t 
shop of Prague^ who had attended him on this ex-* 
pedition* 

Henry had no sooner quitted Rome, than the 
papal chair became vacant by the demise of Pas-* 
chal ; and cardinal Cajetaii was immediately no« 
minated as his successor, under the name of Gela- 
sius XL The emperor was highly incensed upon 
this occasion, and, having expelled Gelasius, be- 
stowed the sovereign pontificate on Maurius Burdi- 
nus« But, after a short time, Calixtus, onxlinal 
archbishop of Vienne, was solemnly elected to fill 
that high station, and the anti-pope set up by Hen« 
ry was doomed to pass the remainder of his days m 
a convent, after being exposed to the scoffs and in- 
sults, of the populace. 

. Great distucbarices wei'e now fomented ^ j^ 
between the courts df Rome and Germany, j j ^^ 
and an alarming confederacy was formed 
against the emi^eror : but, after several embassies 
and negociations, a general council was convened 
at Rome, in which the long-contested affair of in* 
vestitures was settled to the mutual satisfaction of 
all parties ; and, in a subsequent diet held at 
Worms, the pope's legate administered the sacra-r 
ment to Henry, as a token of perfect recoticiliatiop. 

Soon after his accommodation with the Roman 
pontiff, Henry found himself engaged in a civil 
war, by the revolt of Holland ; and, notwithstand* 
ing the general success of his arms, a spirit of se- 
dition continued to spread from town to town, and 
Jjis own life was sometimes exposed to the most 
inuninent danger. These misfortunes made a deep 
impression on bis sp'uits, and are supposed to have 
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hastaied'his deatb^j which haj^ienefd at Utrecht'la 
the forty-6fth ytaar of his age and the nineteentir 
of his reigo. Henry V* possessed a tolerable 
share of wisdom^ policy, and courage ; but he ha» 
been generally branded withthe vices of cruelty^ 
pride, and avarice, and his unnatural behaviour ta 
his &ther has fixed an indelible stain upoh his repu- 
tation* 

It was geneinally supposed that the sil« 

iijfcj. prome dignity would be conferred upon oner 
' of the nephews of the deceased > emperor*- 
Sut Albert archbishop of Metltz prevailed on ther 
princes of die empire to give their suffrages m 
fiivour of Lotharius'duke ^ Saace^^Si^pjembourg^- 
vho* M^ss acooitling^y crowned at Ai3^ia*GhB{lelley 
ki presence of the popie*snut)cio4 His compedtkHis^ 
made some vigorous exeKions for the support' ofi 
their pretension^ ; but, after a sanguinaryrandiiin*^ 
^vailing contest, they took the oath of aliegiancey 
and were honoui^dwith porticulftP marks of their 
M>vereign^s Irienckhip. 

P After a sucoessfiil eicpedition against thm 

JJ23. Bohemians^ Lotharius undertook to re*es* 
tablish pope Innocent H., who had been^ 
forced from the apostolic chair by an anti*-.popcsB 
cdled Anacletus* This attempt answered his esLw 
pectation, and Innocent remunerated his services 
hy performing the c^«mony of his coronation witb 
great magnificence* Some time after these tran»^ 
actions, his: holiness was exposed to imminent 
danger by an hostile incursic»i of Roger kinged 
Sicily; but Lotharius ag»n advanced to hisasv 
Mstance, and Roger's iAsult was punished by the: 
Ibssof all his Iti^im possessions* 

On his return to Germany^ Lotharius wasseisiMl^ 
witfaa^dangerousdist^^nper^ which tenaiuat^d bi»i 
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of this prince^ the Justinian code of kwS) which 
had been disused for upwards of five hundred^ 
y-ears, was revived in the empire. This reign was 
also rendered remarkable by some excessive heats 
in Germany, whieh withered the com and fruits of 
the earth, dmed up the most considerable nversr- 
and occasioned a dneadiul mortality among the 
cattle. 

Having paid the last duties to their de- ^ ^j, 
ceased emperor, the princes and states as- 1x39/ 
sembled at Coblentz, and unanimously 
elected Conrade duke of Francooia, to 611 the va-^ 
cant throne. This ncieasure was warmly resented 
by Henry of Bavaria, sumamed the Haughty, and 
he positively refused to surrender the regalia^, 
which had been deported in his hands by Lotha-- 
rius : but after some time he. was compelled to« 
submit, tuid hi» grief on the subsequent alienation - 
of his territories brought him to his gmve. 

Upon the demise of this nobleman, l|is brother • 
Guelphe, with the assistance of the king of Sicily,; 
r^sed the standard of rebellion, and made somc; 
vigorous exertions for the recovery of the confis-. 
cated duchies. After several indecisive engage-: 
ments, however, he was closely besieged by the, 
emperor in the castle of Weinsbei^ and compell- 
ed to surrender at discretion. Upon this occasion^ 
the duchess: petitioned that herself and the other * 
women belonging to the castle might come out 
with as much as each could carry, and be conduct- 
ed to a place of safety. Conrade readily grantedf 
her request, supposing that the ladies were anxi- 
ous for the preservation of their treasures ; but» 
when he saw them staggering under the weight of^ 
Ibeir husbands, who had incumd his resentmeo^^ 
¥2. 
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helmHtkiio teaf« at the affeedtig q^crtRft, aiMl 
ffeelf pardcMled the objects of their coBJugii affeo 
lioa. 

j^ jj The troubles of . Germany T»«ire knttte* 

2144. <Jia^Iy succeeded by a revolt of setewi Ita-» 

lian townS) and a' sedition toioiig the Ro^ 

naAs : but on the elevation of EttgenluB IIL tct 

the papal chair^ the rebels were tfedueed lid obe^<* 

ence. 

A. E>: Conrade was now prevailed on, by the 
1147* '^P^^^^ adiiKftHtions of St* Bernard, to 
eAga^ in a crusade a^kist the Saracens» 
fer the defence of the Holy Land ; and he accord- 
ingly set out for Palestine, at th^ head of sixty 
thousand cavalry. But ino^t of his forces were sa- 
<a-i(iced to the treachery 6f the Greek emperor, 
and^he irresistible ftiry of the Tiirfcs ; and he was' 
;^n com^Ued td return iiito Ms own dotliiniolifs. 
The sad catastrophe of this ejcpedition filled the 
empire with constellation ; atkl the curses of the 
;k>pulace were liberally bestowed upon St. Ber- 
nard, who, by his aissurances of honour, wedth, 
stod victory, had drsdned their treasures, and oeca-' 
sioned the destruction of th^r bravest sokhers : yet" 
such was the epidemic madness of the times, thi^ 
fSK^her crusade wai^ fortned against the Moors^' 
«4io were in possession of Pdrtugal ; and a third 
4v^s s^erwards undertaken against the pagans of 
Sclavonia, whose country was Hteraliy desoHit^ 
iHth fire and sword# 

The death of the emperoir's eldest son, who had' 
lieen elected king of the Romans, seems to have* 
niade a very de<^ impressioh an his spirits, and^ 
donsiderabiy affected his health. However, ^itig 
anxious to provide for the sijcccssion, he convened 
« diet At Bamberg, and recoiJUDeBded his oepheW; 
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jpirederic Barbarossa, to the states of the empire, 
as a prince of knovm courage and ample capacity. 
This recommendation was universally approved ; 
and Conrade died soon aftem^asd at Bamberg, in 
the fourteenth year of his reign. He left one son 
by his empress Gertrude, but his tender age pre* 
doded bi«i^A»iii aseeiicfing the throne ; and, in-^ 
dsed,. Conrade woiid ne^er have ctvnsented to in-r 
volve his dominions in the troubles whicii ave ge* 
iierally attendant upon a long minority. 
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CHAPTER 11. 



Wrom the jfccemon of Frederic BarbarosBa to the 
Election of Roddfihua^ Founder of . the Austrian 
Greatne$»m 

XpREDERIC I., sumamed Barbaix>9sa,, 

jj * -^ was solemnlf crowned at Aix-la-Cha- 

* pelle, in the twenty-ninth year of his s^e ; 

2Uid he had the pleasure of receiving congratulate*- 

ry addresses from almost all the princes of Europe. 

Having compromised som^ differences between, 
tlie princes of the empire, and compelled Sueno 
to do homage for the kingdom of Denmark, Fre- 
deric put himself at the head of a numerous army, 
and marched into Italy, where several cities had 
recently thrown off their allegianqe, and the Ro- 
mans had made an insurrection against the pope's 
sovereignty. This expedition was attended with, 
complete success z. for the revolted towns were 
quickly reduced ; the Romans were obliged to ac-- 
knowledge their pontiff's supremacy ; and the 
victorious emperor was solemnly crowned with the 
Lombard and imperial diadems. 

Sonie time after these transactions, a quarreL 
broke out between Frederic and his holiness, res- 
pecting the imperial authority ; and a letter of 
Adrian IV., which audaciously intimated his power 
of transferring the empire from the Germans to 
the Greeks, occasioned an universal consternation. 
Frederic, however, acted with such spirit and reso- 
lution^ that his adversary thought proper to elude. 



^a»tlserhenti hf wiidng asedondietter^ in/wMcb 
heexplaiHed away the meaning of hit finrmer ex^ 
ppetsions^ 

Noti^ithstanding^this^ subtnifisiofn on the 
part of' Adrian, the emperor resolved to ^^'^' 
mamh into Italy, and assert the rights of 
his imperfal'cn)wn4 Aocordinfidly, aftbr reducing 
Bbli^ans duke of Poland, confirming the sove-* 
i^gnty of Waldemar, and securing the fidelity of 
the king of Hungary, he crossed the Alps \rith a<^ 
very numerous army, and reduced Brescia^ which' 
had the presumption to oppose his passage. He 
tften compeIled>ail^&retoited cities of Lombardy 
to return to their allegiance ; and held<an assembly 
withe plain' of Roticalie, where he enacted several 
fcwB- §at the* maintenance i of tnanquillity, as6er>> 
iflBiied the prerogatives of royalty, and exwcuxfA 
homage of all who held of the* empire, without 
ijhafcing any dtstinctionbetlve^niay^nen and'eccle^ 
shirks. The latterpart of these proceedings' g«vej 
greal; umbrage to hi» holiness, snda •grand.emtNissy^ 
of legates was sent to complain of the disi^peii£|tf 
w]^ichhadbeen>thusofibPPdto their chumh: but 
Prederic efibctually silenoedt them by ofoservingf 
that Jbsms Christ himsdf, though lord ci the univ 
veree, had deigned to pay^ for himself and ^t^ 
Pet^; the tribuce which wasi demianded in the^ 
name of Caesar* 

Whilst Frederic w«i8 employed in chastising thef 
IKalaneser fbr 9> ft^sh- insurrection, pope Adrians 
died ; and a'«diimfi aiosrin the election of a'9uo«« 
oessor to the papstty. The gi*eattest part of th^ 
oardihall^ who were <n)'ti)e spot at the time of hiiSM 
death, ga^ their suffl^ges on behalf of Rolamdy^ 
(Canceller of tH« church, who lessumed the nam#j 
of AkxAodt^ Itt. ;- an4 ^^ resiti chose O^tn^ifOi- 
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of St. Cectiia^ who tore the papal robe, by fortif 
from his competitor, and caused himself to be pro- 
claimed by the name of Victor IV. The emperory 
being apprised of this circumstance, convened & 
council at Pa via, in which Victor was recognised aft- 
lawful popGy and declared with the usual solemni- 
ties ; whilst Alexander thundered out a sentence 
of excommunication against the emperor and hi» 
adherents, and took refuge in the dominions of 
Lewis the Young, where he was received, with^ 
equal respect and hospitality. 

The severity which Barb^rossa had ex- 
II 64 ^'^^^^ upon the Milanese excited most of 
the other Italian states against him. and in*- 
duced them again to shake oif the imperiVl yoke^ 
The Romans and Venetians accordingly entered 
into a confederacy with the inhabitants of Padua, 
Vicenza, and Verona ; the citizens of Milan re- 
built their walls, and pillaged thecastle of Trea of 
immense treasures ; and the imperial army was so^ 
dreadfully afflicted by disease, as to render a return 
uito Germany indispensably necessary. 

Meanwhile, Alexander continued to receive the 
homage of his numerous adherents ; and all Italy 
was tired of a schism which had continued under 
three anti-popes. At length fortune seemed to de- 
sert the imperial arms ; and the loss of a battle 
near Signano, together with a naval defeat by the 
Venetians in which his eldest son was taken prison- 
er, induced the emperor to conclude a peace with 
his formidable enemy. Alexander readily embra- 
ced his proposals ; and an accommodation was soon 
afterwards entered into with the revolted cities*. 
Caiixtus,the anti-pope, also received a free pardon;, 
and, in order to prevent future schisms, it was* 
4gQrQed that no pope should be deemed lawfullsr* 
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elected, unless two-thirds of the votes were in his 
&Your. 

During these transactions in Italf, Henry duke 
of Saxony, sumamed the Lion, raised fresh troubles 
in Germany, by oppressing his own subjects, and 
committing many outrages against his neighbours. 
Upon the emperor's return, therefore, Henry was 
summoned to a diet, in order to answer for his mis- 
conduct ; and on his refusing to appear he was put 
to the ban of the empire, and stripped of all his do- 
minions* After some time, however, he exqited 
the compassion of the emperor, and prevailed on 
him to promise that the territories of Brunswic 
and Lunenburg should be protected on behalf of 
his children. Having obtained this assurance, he 
retii'ed to England, where he was hospitably enter- 
plained by lus father-in-law, Henry H., and where 
his wife bore him a fourth son, from whom the 
present illustrious house of Brunswic is descended* 

After this event, Frederic made a tour through 
the Italian cities, caused his son Henry to be 
.crowned king, of Lwnbardy, and negociated a 
match between that prince and Constance, sister of 
William king of Sicily. But no remarkable politi- 
xal occurrence claims our attention till the year 
1188, when the emperor engaged in a crgsude 
.against sultan Saladin, and marched at the head of 
a prodigious army into the dominions of the Greek 
emperor, whom he chastised for his perfidious 
conduct. Having crossed the Hellespont, and re- 
freshed his troops for a fpw days at Laodicea, he 
fell upon the Turks, and defeated them in several 
engagements. He also pillaged the city of Xconi- 
um, led his victorious followers across Mount Tau- 
xus, and filled all Asia Minor with the terror of his 
name .: but whilst the Christians of that country 
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expected ta derive the most important advantages^ 
from his assistance, he was unfortunately drowned 
in: the river Cydnus, in the sixty^ninth year of his 
Age. and the thirty-eighth of his reign* 

His.son Frederic, duke of Swabia, having per* 
jbrmed the rites of sepulture to the emperor at 
rTyre, hastened to Join the army of the eastern 
-Christians, who were engaged in the siege of Pto*' 
Jemais.; but: he soon fell a victim to an infectious 
disorder ; and most of his troops returned, with 
the duke of Guelderland and the landgrave of 
Thuringia, into Germi^y* 

Henry VI., sumamed the Severe, had 
1 100. ^^ already elected king of Hie Romans, 
and acknowledged as the lawful successor 
of the empire : but the commencement of his 
reign was disturbed by some fresh outrages of 
Henry the Lion, who had returned from England; 
And several bloody efigagements took place before 
the malecontents were reduced to submission. At 
length, .'however, an accommodaUon was success- 
fully negpctated, and the emperor marched into 
Italy, in order to receive the imperial diadem from 
the hands of the pope, and to recover the success 
ftion of WilliaRi kmg of Sicily, who* had died with- 
out legitimate issue* 

On l»s arrival at'Rome, Henry and his 
iioi! «*npr©sit Constance were solemnly crowned 
' by pope Celestine UL ; but that insolent 
pontifB had no sooner plaped the, crown on> Henry's 
head, than- he kicked it off again, as a proof of the 
power inherent in the successors of 'St. Peter to 
give and take away the imperial dignity according 
to their own caprice* So gross a^ insult certainly 
merited an eicemplary chastisement ; but the em- 
peror seems to have passed it over ki silence. 



Henry bow resolved to make some vigorous ex-, 
ertions against Tancred count of Leccio, who had 
been lately placed on the throne of Sicily ; and his 
fiDrces soon reduced the towns of Campania, Apu- 
lia, and Calabria : but whilst he was engaged ini 
Uie subsequent blockade of Naples, a dreadful dis- 
temper broke out in the camp, and he was sooa 
compelled to return to Germany* 

Having prevailed on the princes of the empire 
to enact a law for rendering the supreme dignity 
hereditary in his house, Henry applied himself 
very attentively to the administration of justice, sit- 
^g in person to hear and redress the grievances 
of all his subjects. One of his favourites observ- 
ing that he fatigued himself too much with giving 
audience, which frequently interfered with his ne- 
cessary meals, Henry replied, that although a pri- 
vate man was at liberty to eat when he pleased, a 
prince ought not to sit down to table till he had dis- 
cussed the affairs of his people* 

Soon after the termination of a quarrel between 
Henry the Lion and Rodolphus count of Holstein^ 
Richard king of England returned from Palestine ; 
and, being shipwrecked on the coast of the Adria- 
tic, assumed the habit of a pilgrim, that he might 
safely pass through the territories of Leopold duke 
of Austria, whom he had offended at the siege of 
Ptolemais* Leopold, however, obtained intelli- 
gence , of this event, and caused the unfortunate^ 
monarch to be seized, and loaded with chains* 
After some time, the emperor demanded that the 
royal prisoner should be put into his hands, and 
compelled him to appear before a diet at Hague- 
©au, where he was formally accused of maintaining 
An usurper on the tiirone of Sicily, preventing the 
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conquest of Jerusalem by his isagreemerit witl^ 
the king of France, unlawfully invading the klng« 
dom of Cyprus, insulting the duke of AustHa dur- 
ing the siege of Ptolemads, consenting to the as- 
sassination of the marquis of Montserrat, and final- 
ly concluding a truce with Saladin contrary to the 
general intef^sts of Christendom. 

The king of England repfied, that, although he 
was accountable to no person for his actions, yet, 
as his hotiour was (x>ncemed, he would waye his" 
Xojal prerogative, and vindiciate his character from 
these aspersions. He affirmed that he had hot 
made any exertions either for the elevation of 
Tancred or the confirmation of his authority, but 
had merely treated with him as a prince in actual 
possession of the Sicilian crown ; that the ill suc- 
cess of the crusade in Palestine resulted entirely 
from the jealousy of the French monarch, who 
was the first to retire from the scene of action ; 
that he had, indeed, wrested the kingdom of Cy- 
prus from a tyrannical usurper, ivho Had incurred 
his resentment, but' had afterward' teded it in fe- 
Tour of Gui de Lusignan, to indemnify him for . 
the loss of Jerusalem ; that the duke of Austria 
had effectually revenged his supposed insult, by 
loading a sovereign prince with chains ; that the 
marquis of Montserrat had acquitted him of ali 
suspicion of being concerned in his murder, by re- 
questing, with his latest breath, that the city of 
Tyre might be delivered into his hands ; and, 
lastiy, that the truce he had concluded with Sala- 
din could not be the effect of any interested view, 
since of all the booty he had taken from the cara- 
van of Babylon, he had reserved nothing to him- 
self but the ring upon his finger. 



This cxpfapaiioa m^dpa deep impites* ^ ^ 
adon pn the German pnnpe^ who n^ only , j^^* 
admitte4 the.defeoc^ but pitied th^misfor- 
iuneS) of Richaid^ ani with one consent solicited 
their empejtor tq $^t him at libertjf* Bf the io* 
Jtrigu^ of the fx^ntch monarch, however, Ricband 
.was detained £qv a con^ider^bk. timet 9i^ . yr9^ at 
lengths ccsBp^Ued to parchase his freedom .upon 
the hard conditi(:H>8 pf paying oiie. hfiodrcd and M^ 
ty thoQssmd marks of .ailYer, Mberatihg the king of 
iPyprqs and his daughter, and bestowing his niece 
Eleanor of Bn^tagne upon the eldest spn of the 
^uk& of Austiiat However, Leopold died( soon 91" 
terwards, confessing his injustice tpward the kiiKg 
of Eng^d ; hU su^essor sent back the. princess 
Eleanor, who did not. happen tQ>cap^iv9,te his af* 
£bctions; and the emperor dispatched an amba»- 
sadprto. solicit the future friendship^ /pf Richanl^ 
^d to promise restitutipn 5^ the sum which had 
been exacted for his riW^m» .^ . . . ^ . 

. Shortly after Uijcse tnm^actionst Henry ^ ^ 
sent a considerable body of ftroop^ against j^^^.' 
j^apks, under the .command of hislieute^. 
Hant Berthold, v^hopbtaim^d some oonsiderable ad- 
jvantages during his. march,, and gave up the towns 
of Qeccag Sexti^ and Vepafro, to be pillaged by his^ 
followers. Tancred isAmediately made prepara- 
tk>ns for checking^Uie pmgi^ss of the imperial ge* 
peral ; but the 4e»thof. his son Roger, made sa 
4eep.an impi^^on.on ^s spirits, that he sooii fell 
It victim to grief ; .s9i^ bis surviving son William^ 
though in Jus cradle^ wa$ d^clawd king, of Sicily* 
..JUpoia, the. first intelligence of Tancred'©. death,. 
^.. emperor. I repaired to. Genoa, and thence to 
^aples, .whkb, by the vigorous exeitiooa^of him^ 
8^ and his. alU^ was soon .reduced, together with 
Apulia ai^.Calabm# Falecmo also was taken b^ 
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assault, and the citizens were treated witih suck 
exemplary severity for an insult which they had 
formerly offered to the empress, that all the other 
towns were terrified into submission, and Henry 
Ibund himself in peaceable possession of the two 
Sicilies. He then prevaUed on Tancred's widow, 
with her in£mt son and two daughters, to surren- 
der themselves up«i certain terms of accommoda- 
tion : but they were no sooner in his power, than, 
in direct violation of his royal word, he stripped 
Ihem of all their tseasures, ^used the harmless in- 
iant to be emasculated and deprived of si^t, and 
confined the widow and her unfortunate daughters 
in a monastery. 

Having settled the affairs of his new kingdom^ 
and seized all the immense treasures which had 
been amassed by Tancred and his predecessors, the 
emperor returned into Germany ; where he caused 
lus in&nt son Frederic to be elected king of the 
Romans ; and, in a general diet at Worms, de-^ 
clared his resolution of taking the cross to succour 
the Christians in the Holy Land. This declara- 
tion was received with general applause i a multi- 
tude of soldiers frcMn all the imperial provinces ex- 
pressed a desire to engage in the purposed expedi- 
tion ; and evea Margaret, queen dowager of Hun<^ 
gary, resdved to enlist among the crusaders. 

But whilst two powerful armies were sent to-, 
^ward Palestine, Henry was obliged to employ a 
4hird against the Sicilnns, who had raised a rebel- 
iion, and taken vigorous measures for shaking off 
the imperial yoke. On his arrival at Nkples, he 
divested all the Neapolitans, Calabrians, and Sid- 
fiansy c^ their lucrative o$ces and employments^ 
and even extended his severity to the clergy, b]F 
annulling their exemptions from military ser^ 
Tice. This rigour, however, only served to inspiroi 
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the Sicilians with a kind of despefate resentment; 
and eren the empress Constance was so highly 
provoked at the unworthy treatment of her coun* 
trymen, that a general insurrection was fomented 
under her immediate encouragement, and Henry, 
paving permitted most of his troops to embark for, 
Palestine, was compelled to conclude ^ peace with 
the ms^econtents on very disadvantageous terms* 
A few days after-this accommodation the emperor 
^iedj as was generally supposed) of a fever, occa-- 
sioiied by too violent esoercise in hunting ; but 
some historians have hinted that he received a de- 
leterious, potion from the hands of Constance, who 
dr^ed the effects of his vindictive disposition. 

Henry .Vl.appears to have possessed many good 
qualities, and was generally renowned for his pru- 
dence, eloquence, courage, andreputation: but he 
WB3 justly charged with crti€^ty ^ and his perfidious 
behaviour towards- the kii^ of. England and the 
femily of Tanpred were equally unworthy of his 
character as a, sovereign or a Christie^ The troops 
whom he had sent into Asia abandoned their de- - 
issgn i:^n the first intelligence of his death, and 
returned iiito Eurc^ey leaving Palestine ia the^ 
hands of the Saracei^s,-. . { 

- , Philip duke of Swataa now assumed the j^ ^ 
adiMinistration, in compliance witli the re- jj^^J 
q!|est of Jhis dying brother, who sent him > 
the regalia, and committed to hi& tuition ^ young 
king of the Romans. But pope Innocent III. im- 
niedtatelydeQlared against these- measures, and not 
only exhorted the German princes to set aside the 
h^use of Swabia and proceed to the election of 
another Mng of the Romans, but was even heard 
to affirin that Philip should lose the iempire, or he 
himself forfeit the j^pacy. This scandalous beba l 
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▼iour on the part of the sovereign pontiff soon oc- 
casioned violent dissensions in Germany ; and 
Otho duke of Saxony was solemnly crowned by 
one party, while Frederic's election was confirmed 
by another, and Philip was chosen king of the Ro- 
mans, that he might exercise the office of guardiah 
with more authority. 

•These elections soon spread slaughter and con- 
sternation over the empire. Otho was strongly 
supported by the pope, and by his uncle Richard of 
England ; and Philip found a powerful patron in 
the king of France, notwithstanding the ecclesias- 
tical thunders of his inveterate enemy. Eveiy 
nobleiyian was now at variance with his neigl^- 
bour ; the ties of friendship and consanguinity 
were alike disregarded ; the most flagrant outrages 
were committed by a licentious soldiery ; the finest 
territories were cruelly ravaged ; and the face of 
the country was in many parts literally covered 
with ruins or crimsoned wvth blood. 
^ jj After many desperate but indecisive con* 
iio8. fleets, Otho was obliged to seek refuge in 
England, and Philip remained undisputed 
master of the empire : but whilst he was labouring 
s to conciliate the affections of his subjects, and 
endeavouring to procure an accommodation with 
the pope. He was basely assassinated by the count- 
palatine Otho of Wittlesbach, whom he had in-, 
censed by refusing to givQ him one of his daugh- 
ters in marriage. 

Such was the untimely end of Philip-*-a prince 
endowed with many amiable qualities, and sin- 
cerely regretted by all who knew him. Hh coun« - 
tenance was comely and interesting, his behaviour 
remarkably affable, and his eloquence persuasive* 
He acted with great prudence during the whole-of 
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hiS administration, and he possessed in an eminent 
degree the virtues of clemency and iiberality. 

Cthoi being apprised of his competitor's death, 
hastened to Halberstadt, where his election was 
renewed by the princes of Saxony, Misnia, and 
Thuringfa ; and he soon afterwards conciliated the 
esteem of the opposite faction by espousing Bea- 
trice, daughter of the deceased regent. 

After settling the affairs of the empire, and se- 
curing the loyalty of his clergy by many consi- 
derable promises, he set out for Italy, and was 
solemnly crowned at Rome by the pope* But^ 
notwithstanding the apparent friendship of Inno- 
cent, and some important concessions on the part 
of the emperor, . the Romans took up arms, oA 
some trifling occasion, and killed upwards of a 
thousand Imperialists on the spot i Otho's remon- 
strances were but little regarded ; and the pope 
took an eariy opportunity of seizing Apulia, toge- 
, ther with the marquisate of Ancona,and the count; 
of Spdeto. 

Otho judged it advisable to dissemble his re* 
aentment for the present, and accordingly quitted 
Rome in apparent friendship with his holiness : 
but, in the ensuing spring, he put himself at the 
head of a numerous army, and avowed his inten- 
tion of re-«stablishiBg Ihs authority in those coun- 
tries which had been unjustly withdrawn from the 
empire. This declaration was soon fdlowed ^by 
several victories ; the dominions of Frederic king 
of the Two Sicilies were ravaged by the con- 
quering army ; and Innocent learned, with equal 
grief and in^gnation, that the protection of the 
holy see was too weak to- repel the arms of lus 
exasperated enemy. Recourse was now had to 
the ecclesis^tical thunders randan assembly Wf» 
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held at Bamberg, in compliance with the pope's 
desit:e, in which Otho was solemnly deposed, and 
Frederic duke of Swabia and king of Sicily, who 
in bis infancy had been proclaimed king of the 
Romans, was nominated to the imperial &rone. 

Alarmed at these measures, Otho hastened into 
Germany, and prosecuted the war with some suc- 
cess against the rebels: but in attempting to 
weaken the power of France, he was defeated 
with prodigious slaughter ; and his young compe- 
titor succeeded so effectually in conciliating the . 
fBsteem of the Germans, that he was eventually^ 
ccmipelled to resign all pretensions to the crown^ . 
and to seek a retreat in Bininswic where he xlied. 
after a short and .unfortunate reigiifw 

Frederic 1J[., at this time .about eighteen . 
14x5. y^^ ^f.ag«j ascended the thiwp in full: 
possession of those accomplishments which 
ai^ expected to give lustre to a diadem, and ta- 
render a nation, happy. He had been carefjolly 
instiiicted in the Latin, Greek, German, Fi^ench* 
and Turkish, languages ; and had studied, above all 
things, to imitate, the. conduct of his: illustrious 
grandfather Frederic L He was crowned at Aix- 
k^Chapelle with great magnificence ; and, as an . 
acknowledgment of the favours which Divine 
J^vidence bad hitherto bestowed upon him, he 
made a vow to go in person to>the Holy Land* 

The first four years of Frederic's reiga having 
been spent in arranging the affairs of the empire, 
and curbing the rebellious spirit of Otha's adher- 
ents, he made a progress into Italy in the summer 
of 1230, and received. the .imperial crown fron^. 
Honorius HI. He also caused his soa Hepry. to 
be declared kixig of the Romans^^.and pr^mised^ . 
upon oathj that be would lead an army into Asia> 
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jU anjr time his holiness should appoint. However 
he delayed so long to perform his vow, that Hono- 
rius threatened him with excommunication ; and 
a rupture ensued which presaged very serious con^ 
sequences : for the emperor not only sent a very 
severe remonstrance to the pope, but published a 
manifesto for the justification of his own conduct, 
and ordered his troops to march to the frontiers of 
the ecclesiastical states. Honorius now perceived 
the necessity of apologising for his rashness ; and 
a reconciliation soon took place in which Fre- 
deric agreed to marry Yolanda, daughter of the 
king of Jerusalem ; and promised to set out with 
an army in two years, for the recovery of Pales^ 
tine* 

Notwithstanding these fresh engagements, Fre- 
deric still hesitated to take the cross ; and a r&> 
volt of the Lombards excused his delay for about 
two years ; but on the termination of those trcni^ 
bles, Honorius renewed his remonstrance^ and a 
literary correspondence commenced, io- whichr 
he accused the emperor of ingratitude and cruelty^ 
towards his father-in-law, who had ceded his 
title to the kingdom of Jerusalem ; and Frede- 
ric recriminated by charging his adversary with 
having disturbed the peace of Italy, and granted 
an asylum to pei*sons who had dared to raise 
the standard of rebellion against their lawful sove- 
reign. 

On the demise ©f Honorius, and the ele- ^ j^ 
vation of Gregory IX. to the apostolic j^^g' 
chair, Frederic avowed his intention of 
performing his engagement, and actually set sail 
from Brundusi, with a magnificent equipage and 
a very powerful armament : but, about three days 
after he had put to sea, a slight indisposition serf* 
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cd him cis an excuse for returning. Hereupon the 
pofie eKcommumcatfiil him ; and such commoi^ 
tions e;&sae<^ that Fred^sric thoi^ht proper to set 
put insoatiediatdif .,fer the Holy La^. As he did 
l^ot m9k% however^, for %xx absolution from the pa? 
pal anathema, he met with a very eold reception at 
J^rtistalem. ; the crusaders peremp(eFil3F refused to^ 
acknowledge him as their chief; and the eonse* 
Quent improbability of acc^uinng any military re<* 
putation, induced him to conclude a treaty with 
the 'Saracens*. He then caused < himself to be 
crowned at Jerusalem^ and returned to Napka 
with an empty titlei which, fimn that time, has 
been preserved by the SicHian monarchal , . 

The emperor still laboured under the sentence 
of excommunication ; lind the Roman pontiff was. 
so. highly exasperated at hi» treaty with the sultan 
9f Egyp^ that the breach seemed to be considera- 
bly widened. . FrederiC) however, resolved to sup- 
port his authority by force of aims •,. and his soldi- 
ers committed such dreadfol ravages in the eccle- 
siastical state, that Gregory thought proper to lis^ 
ten to terms of accommodation, and the papal fiiU 
mins^pn was withdmwiu. < 

This ,. reconciliation, however, was inmiediately 
fpUowed by fresh troubles. The Lombards pe-*> 
remptorily refused to bear the imperial yoke ; and 
after Frederic had been employed nearly five years 
in reducing them to obedience, Germany was sud- 
denly involved in commotion, andHehry'kingof 
the Romans, forgetting or totally disregarding the 
duties of a son, put himself at the head of the re- 
^Is. Tins prince^ however, acted with 6iidi ex-^ 
treme caution that many of.thend>lesafq>roved 
^thout understanding his conduct ; and although, 
«n. Frederic's. rcton, he was fully ctmvicted of it*^ 



beUioiH his crime was imputed entirely to evil 
coims^Uord, and he- wiys pennitted to retire into Si« 
cily* Thus disimissed with impunity^, Heniy en« 
gaged ki fresh schemes against his fadief 's autho* 
lity, sfflid-even promised to succour those towns in 
Lombard^ which still refused to return to their al« 
legia6eie» Frederic now perceived his danger ; 
and his ungrateful son was closely- confined in tho 
castleof Apulia* 

Some time after this event, the emperor 
caused his second son, Ck>nrade, to be ^J?" 
elected kirtg of the Romans ; ' and then ^ 
repaired into Lombarby, Where several cities 
still ^mained in arms upon pretence of defending 
certaki liberties which had been granted them 
during theTeign of Barbarossa. This expedition 
proved tolerably successful to the Imperialists t 
but pope Gregory was so offended by some parts of 
Frederic's conduct, that he issued a new sentence 
of excommumcation against him, end the empire 
was conseiquently involved in fi^sh distractions 
and csflatntties* • 

•Upon the' elevation of Innocent IV* to the pa-< 
jmcyS -^ German princes congratulated them* 
sehies On^ the-prcfspect of returning tranquillity i 
but' Frederic possessed more penetration, and ol>* 
served t'hat the catise of their rejoicing had deprive 
ed him of a cardinal's friendship, and entailed on 
him the-Mtfed of a pope. The event soon justifi- 
ed thk-aifeertion'; for, notwithstanding the zeal 
whicb Itmocent'hsd hithertd ejcpressed for the em- 
peror*s interest, he soon avowed himself his ene- 
my ? caused th^ Action of Conrade to be ahnulU 
ed in the council of Lyons ; advised the nomina- 
tion o^ Henry, landgrave of Thuringia, to super- 
sede Conrade ; and even procured^ a sentence 4of 
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deposition against the emperor himsielf. On hear- 
ing of these transactions, Frederic placed the im- 
perial diadem on his head, saying, " Before this 
deposition I was obedient to the pope and to the 
laws of the church : but, now that he has released 
me from my duty in that particular, I no longer 
owe him any respect, and will continue to be em- 
peror in spite of all his exertions." 

Henry of Thuringia being slain by an ar- 
' row at the siege of Ulm, the pope caused 
' an assembly of the states to be held at 
Nuitz, where the title of " king of the Romans" 
was solemnly conferred upon William count of 
Holland. But several cities still retained their al- 
legiance to the emperor and his son Conrade, not- 
withstanding all the exhortations and menaces of 
the Roman pontiff. 

Meanwhile Frederic, who was busily employed 
at the siege of Parma, narrowly escaped the 
treachery of his enemies, who had bribed both his 
physician and his favourite chancellor to take him 
off by poison. He was, however, luckily apprised 
of- their design, and his infamous servants receiv- 
ed the ju6t reward of their villainous purpose ; for 
the physician was strangled by an executioner, 
and the chancellor, after being deprived of his eyes, 
dashed out his brains against a pillar, in order to. 
elude the insults of the Pisans, who were bis in- 
veterate enemies. Soon after this event, Frederic 
was utterly defeated by the Parmesans, and was 
consequently obliged to retire to his kingdom of 
Naples, where he died of a fever, in the fifty- 
fifth year of his age and the thirty-fourth of his 
reign* 

Frederic 11. appears to have been a prince of 
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gifilit comage^ genius, and fortttade, and might 
kave been justly numbered with the most accom- 
plished diaracters of his time, if the violence of hift 
ten^r and his immoderate love of women had 
not luirried him into some irregularities which 
cast a stain upon hb reputation. Even his enemiea 
have acknowledged, that he was a munificent pa* 
tron of hterature, luid that it was a fundamental 
maxim of his conduct, never to pos^ne anf 
business till the moirow, which be could pos£^y 
discuss in the current day. 

ONirade was no sooner apprised ^^ his 
Other's death than he assumed the imperial ' 
title, and set out to take possession of his 
Italian dominions* He was,' however, engaged 
in several quarrels with tlie court of Rome ; and 
his life was soon terminated, either by sickness or 
the treachery of hik enemies* He left one son, 
named Conradin ; but as he was only three years 
of age, the Sicilian sceptre was usurped by Main- 
froy prince of Tarentum ; and the government 
of the ^npire was vested in William count of 
Holland, who had been elected king of the Romans 
during the reign of Frederic 11. 

William's accession was marked by t^o singular 
occurrences, which exposed him to the most im- 
minent peril ; for, soon after his marriage with' 
^le daughter of the duke of Brunswic, his palace 
was accidentally consumed by fire ; and, during 
a temporary residence at Utrecht, he was so 
dangerously wounded with a stone fro;m an un- 
known hand, that he narrowly escaped instant 
death* The coronation of this prince was per- 
formed at Aix-la*Chapelle with the express con- 
sent of the pope : but he found himself involved in a 
troublesome war with Margaret countess of Hain- 
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ault) and his partisans were, for some time, unable 
to ftiake any considerable progress against the no- 
blemen who refused to acknowledge his authority. 
At length, however, he concluded a treaty with 
Margaret ; eonciliated the affection of the German 
princes, by various acts of kindness and munifi- 
cence ; and acquired great popularity by patronis- 
ing an association of towns for the defence of their 
commerce, which, in those times of confusion, had 
suffered very 45everely from the depredations and 
oppressions of several petty noblemen, who resided 
in strong castles, and subsisted chiefly by rapine 
and plunder. This seems to have been the true 
epoch of the general union among the Hans 
Towns ; though a similar treaty had long subsisted 
between Hamburg, Bremen, and Lubecu 

After a crusade^ against the Russians^ 
^* ^* and the founding of Konigsberg by the 
Teutonic knights, William undertook an 
expedition against the Frizelanders, who had re- 
cently renounced their allegiance. But in at- 
tempting to reconnoitre the burg of Hochwend» 
without any attendants, his horse unfortunately 
sunk into a morass, and he became an easy prey 
to the enemy, who killed him without knowing 
his rank, and afterwards buried his remains in a 
burgher's house. Such was the sad catastrophe 
of a prince whose courage and accomplishment^ 
deserved a better fate^ 

Several assemblies were now convened for the 
purpose of electing a new epaperor ; but none of 
the princes were willing to undertake so weighty 
a charge. At length, however, Riphard duke of 
Cornwall consented to accept the proffered 
dignity, and was solemnly crowned at Aix-la* 
Chapelle* notwithstanding the spirited opposition 



^ ft pfartjr wha declared for Alphonso kmg of 
Castile. 

The new emperor had lavished such . 
knmense sums previously to his election, '^^ 
that he found his treasures totally exhaust- 
ed, whilst making a tour through the cities of the 
eini»re ; and the princes, after avowing that they 
had chosen him merely on account of his riches, 
sent him a formal renunciation of their allegiance. 
He was therefore compelled to abandon the go- 
vernment, and retire into England, where he end- 
ed his life. 

FoF fifteen years after the abdication of thi^ 
prince, Germany groaned beneath all the accurr^u- 
lated evils which usually attend an interregnum. 
No laws were observed ^ no order was maintain- 
ed ; but murder, tlieft, and rapine, were commit- 
ted vdth impunity, and the constitutions of the 
empire were totally neglected^ Sanguinary wars 
resulted fh>m the feuds of private noblemen ; 
bishops and clergymen, forgetful of their sacred 
character, embrued their hands in blood, for the 
augmentatibn of their benefices ; commerce was 
almost annihilated ; travelling was unsafe ; and 
anarchy was completely and universally prevalent. 
The princes, indeed, convoked several assemblies : 
and Conradin, the son of Conrade IV., made some 
gftQant exertions to retrieve his inheritance ; but 
the measures of the former were rendered abortive 
by the obstinacy of the Roman pontiff ; and the 
latter, being taken prisoner by Charles count of 
Anjuo,. was doomed to perish on a scaffold.* The 

* Pope Clement is said to have advised Charles to this bar- 
barous measure, by saying ton his death-bed, ** Conradi vita^ 
Carol! mors ; CaroU vita, Cooradi mors.^' 
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sobsequeDt execution of Conrade prince of Anti- 
och, terminated the illustrious race of Swalna ; 
and Germany continued without a master till 
Gregory X. enforced the necessity of a speedy 
election ; when Rodolphus count of Hapsburg 
was raised to the imperial throne* 
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CHAPTER ni. 



From the Ekctkn <^ Rodo^iku8y to the Abdication of 
Chariea V. 

TN comptiance with the injunctions of ^ 
•* pope Gregory X., the princes of the em- j^^^] 
pire assembled, in diet, at Frankfort ; and, 
notwithstanding the remonstrance of Alphonso's 
ambassador, and the pretensions of some other 
candidates to the imperial crown, elected Rodol- 
phus, on account di his known prudence, and the 
brilliant reputation which he had acquired,? by his 
bravery, on several important occasions. 

On receiving information of this event, Rodol* 
phus hastened to Frankfort, whence he was con* 
ducted to Aix-la-Chapelle, in order to be invested 
with the imperial crown : but when all things were 
prepared for the ceremony, it was discovered that 
the sceptre was wanting, without which the princes 
could not receive tiie investiture of their respective 
fiefs.^ This circumstance occasioned much confu* 
sion^ and the princes scrupled to take the accus* 
tomed oaths in an irregular manner : but the em* 
peror immediately took a crucifix from the altar, 
saying, " Thi» is the representation, of Him by 
whom we are saved ; kt us use it instead of a 
sceptre." They agreed to this expedient, and 
the solenmity was performed with the crucifix ac- 
cordingly. 

The first care of Rodolphus was to put a stop tK> 
those acts of cruelty and depredation which had v> 
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long continued to be committed in Germany with 
impunity ; and he exerted himself Mrith such vigi« 
lance upon this occasion^ that sixty castles, which 
•had served as retreats to the banditti, were soon 
demolished ; ninety-nine marauders were execut- 
ed, at one time, in the city of Erfurt ; and peace 
and security were eventually re-est»blisfaed* He 
then obtained a confirmation of his dignHy from 
. the pope, after promising to defend the holy see 
against all its enemies ; and Alphonso of Castile 
was, soon afterward, persuaded to renounce his 
pretensions to the emf^re* 

The emperor, having humbled some pet- 
^Jy.\ ^ adventurers wh6 had presumed to dis- 
^* pule his authority, marched into Austria 
against CJttocarus king of Bohemia, who had re* 
cently usurped that duchy, and had behaved with 
intolerable insolence* An accommodation, how- 
ever, was effected ; and hts Bohemian majesty 
was persuaded to pay his homs^ in an indosed 
pavilion on the island of Camberg : but, at die 
moment of the ceremony, die curtains of the pa* 
tilion suddenly fell to the grdund, and discovered 
him at the feet of his liege lord. This mortifying 
^cident, together with the instigations of his 
queen, induced Ottocarus to renounce his engage- 
ments ; but he had no sooner taken up arms ibr 
the recovery of Austria, than he waa defeated and 
slain by the imperialists* 

RodoJphus maintained his intei^ts with, the 
popes, by a truly dexterous policy. At an inter- 
view with Gregory X. he promised to lead an ar- 
my into Palestine ; and, at the desire of Nicholas 
III*, his ambassadors renewed his promise, in fiill 
consistory, at »Rome ; but he was enabled to dis- 
pense with these engagements ; and his chanceHor 
was empo)Tered to treat with several of the It^li^ 
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eitiesfeBpecting their enfraachisemenlf ashe^pre* 
ferred the receipt af their money to the alternative 
of making war upon them. He had been fre- 
quently requested to vistt Ro«ie> and to receive 
tibe imperial cro^vn from the hands c^ his hoKness ; 
but he idways declined the journey^ and (attuding 
to the febleof the i^k 1km) replied) thai many <n 
lus predecessors had gone to Italy, butthathehad 
observed few of them to return without the lota 
either of Uieir rights or authority. 

Afber Rodolphus had swayed the imperial 
sceptre about eighteen years, he cgnvoked a diet 
at Frankfort, ttod i^uesled that the empire might 
be secured to his son Albert, duke ci Austria, by 
creating him king ctf the Romans ; but the princea 
excused themselves from complying with this pro* 
posal ; and Rodolphus retired in disgust to Gemer-^ 
sheim, where he died, after a short illness, in the 
teventy-third ytssr oi his age. 

This prince was justly renowned fi>r his valoui^ 
sagacity, and love of justice ; and by his ac^ con- 
duct and courage, the empire was extricated firooa 
misery, and restored to the enjoyment of peace 
and opulence. He is said to have been tall in sta- 
ture, with a small head, a pale complexion, and 
^remarkably long nose. The following anecdotes 
are highly illustrative of his character. 

Being cffie day at tiie chace, in the early part of 
his life, it began to rain with such violence as to 
voider tiie road extremely dirty i when happening 
to meet an indigent curate who was carrying the 
Host to a sick person, he immediately alighted, 
and not only mounted the clergyman, but attend- 
ed him, bare-headed, to the sick man's house> 
mid afterward reconducted him to his church, 
^Rrhere he cecaved a«solemn lt>enedictian, sffid waa 
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assured that he should sit upoD the imperial 
throne. 

Sometime after his elevation to the supreme 
dignity, a merchant complained to him of an inn- 
keeper of Nuremberg, who refused to return a 
sum of money which he had deposited in his 
hands. Rodolphus, seeing the innkeeper soon 
afterwards, took an opportunity <^ praising his 
hat, and proposing an exchange* His proposal 
was naturally accepted, and he sent the hat as a 
token to the stranger's wife, desiring, in her hus- 
band's name, she wouki deliver to the bearer the 
money which a merchant had left in his hands» 
By this stratagem the plaintiff recovered his pro- 
perty, and the innkeeper was sentenced to pay a 
heavy fine. 

Rodolphus had seven beautiful daughters, b)» 
means o£ whom he contracted alliances which 
proved highly advantageous tahia posterity. He 
had also seven sens f but none of these survived 
hkn except the duke of Austria* In him began 
the good fortune of the house of Austria, of which 
he was the founder^— a fortune which called forth 
the observation << that Venus was even more fkr 
vourable to them than Mars." 

After an interregnum of about nine 
"^J^' months, a diet was held at Frankfort for 

'^y** ^g election of a new sovereign, and the 
princes were strongly solicited to ^v^ their sufr 
frages in favour of the late emperor's son ; but by 
the intrigues of Gerhard elector of Mentz, the 
majority declared for Adolphus of Nassau, who, 
although one of the poorest princes of the empirey 
was renowned for his military skill and bravery* 
He proved himself, however, unworthy of hia 
new digmty i for, having injudiciously attacked 
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tbe coum^paktine of Burgundy aad* the princes 
of Thuringk, his ill-success diminished his repu* 
tatioD : he also rendered himself odious to the 
people by violating hist promises^ and setting up 
his o^im will as a supreme law ; and was publicly 
accused of having sacrificed helpless maidens, 
wives, widows, and even nuns, to his lust and 
cruelty. Accordingly the states declared him in« 
capaUe of wearii^ the diadem ; and, by a solemn 
act, transferred tibeir allegiance to the duke of 
Austria* Upon the first intelligence of this trans^ 
action Adolphus advanced against his competitor} 
and singled htm out in the heat of engagement ; 
but victory rested on the sword of Albart,and the 
lemains c^ the Men emperor were deposited in 
the cldister of Frauenfelt, whence they were after- 
ward removed to the imperial sepulchre by Henry 
of Luxemburg^ 

Albert L, sumamed the Triumphant,. . ^ 
0n' account of the numerous victories he ^'^og* 
obtained over his enemies, was now elect- 
ed and invested with the diadem at Aix-la-Chft* 
pelle : but it was not ^tbout great difficulty that 
he obtained the consent of pope Boniface VUL ta 
the performance of that ceremony* It ,appeani 
that the Roman pontiff was highly exasperated at 
tbe conclusion of an alliance between Albert and 
Philip king of France ; and that he carried his re-* 
■entment agsunst the former to an ui^vemable 
pitch of fiiry ; but, after some time, he agreed ta 
an accommodation. r 

Upon the demise of Winceslaus the Younger, 
Albert raised a strong party in order to pu^ 
the crown of Bohemia upon the head of his 
son Rodolj^us, and ev^n persuaded the widow of 
the late king to bestow her hand upon him ia 
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marriage. Rodolphus, however, was sooa takelV 
off by a sudden death ; and Henry cou&t (^Carin«' 
thia established himself so firmly on the throne^ 
that. Albert found it impossible to depose hira^ 
Some time after these transactions, the emperor 
espoused the cause of Philip de Nassau against 
Frederic and Dictmann, who had been disinherited 
by an unnatural &ther; but this flagrant piece of 
injustice was generally execrated; Frederic raised 
a numerous body of troops ; and Albert was even-< 
tualiy compelled to retire from the sword of his 
young adversary. His chagrin on this occasion^ 
however, was soon dis^pated by the elevation of 
his nephew Charobert to the throne of Hungary. 
. Albert's conduct toward the Swiss was 
J ' - * exactly the reverse of his Other's ; for, 
though the latter had conoiliated their af-* 
fection by kindness and indulgence, and had uni« 
formly defended their privileges i^inst the nobles 
who attempted to infringe them, yet Albert wvafaed 
to govern them as an absolute sovereign, and ap> 
pointed governors who oppressed them in the most 
unfeeling manner. The three cantons of Ury, 
Switz, and Underwald, preferred several com- 
plaints and remonstrances to the emperor on the 
subject of their grievances : t>ut as they found it 
impossible to obtain any redress, they took ui 
early opportunity of shaking off the imperial yoke ;. 
and the other cantons soon engaged in a confede^ 
racy which laid the foundation of the Helvetic re- 
public. 

The emperor had six sons and three daughters ;' 
and the eagerness which he manifested to aggran« 
dise his fomily cast a stain upon his reputatioo,r 
and finally cost him his life. Being entrusted 
with the guardianship of his nq>hew JohD» soft 



of Bodo^husduke of Swabia, he took upon him- 
self the administration of his dominions, and even 
hesitated to restore to him some castles which the 
young duke demanded. . This conduct induced 
many of the German pnnces to suppose that Al- 
bert meant to appropriate his pupil's patrimony to 
the benefit of his own children ; and John was so 
exasperated at the idea of such an injury, that he 
engaged three confederates to aid him in his pur- 
posed revenge* They accordingly fixed a time 
for the execution of their design, and assassinated 
the emperor on the bank of the Rhus, near SchafT- 
hausen. One of the murderers, being appre- 
hended, was broken alive upon the wheel ; John, 
and another of his accomplices, lingered out a 
tedious life of penitentiary humiliation in a mo- 
nastery ; and the fourth assassin lived thirty-five 
years, as a cow-herd, in an obscure village, and 
did not discover his guilty secret till the hour of 
his dissolution. 

Hbtorians difier materially in their accounts of 
Albert ; some describing him as an uncultivated 
and disgusting being, whose character was marked 
by brutality, and whose look alone inspired tenx>r ; 
and others affirming that he was a prince of great 
courage and extraordinary address, justly famed 
for a superior understanding, and remarkable for 
hia invioiaUe attachment to truth<i He equally de- 
tested slanderers and parasites, and expressed a pe- 
culiar respect for women of honour, men of cou- 
rage, and pious ecclesiastics ; but his virtues wer« 
tami^ied by insatiable avarice. 

Up(» the first news of Albert's assasst- ^ ^ 
nation, Philip the Fair, king of France, ,^.' 
javowed his intoation of becoming a can- 
^date for the vacant throne; and even set out 
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todeteniiiDe the suffrages in his finour : but the 
sovereign pontiff had sufiRcient 'cause to dread the 
elewEttitin of « prince who might pvabablf enforce 
thedaimsoChis pftdeceacors te Italy ; and thatiD-> 
fere wsste privately to the eteo(|^ urgii]^ them 
to nominate achie^ and assuring them that, onUMS 
they proceeded to the clecden immediately^ tlie 
imperial dignky would rerert from Germany to 
France. An aasemUy of the princes was accond- 
mgly hdd at F ra n kfort, «nd Henry of Luxemburg 
was unanimoQBly chosen, tm aoeoust of his haown 
bravery and tmialemished repiRation* 

^ Hsivmp been crowned with l^ usual 
j.^r;* solestnities, at An«la-ChapeMe, Henry 
made a p rogress along the Rhine> to ie- 
ceive 6ie customary eaths of fidelity from the 
princes ; and soon afterward conyfuied an. imperial 
diet at SfMre, where sentence of death was pro- 
noonced against the murderers of ^le li^ empe- 
ror, aiid Albert's four sons were mvested with the 
duchy nf Austria. Upon thia cccamn, al8% a 
marriage was sc^minsed between the emperor's 
son John, and the princess Ehzabetii of Bohemia^ 
by which means the crown of Bohemia beeame 
the property of t!»s house of Luxemburg* 

Ater chastising one of his refrac to ry counts, 
and pfomulga^g a decree for the expidnon <^ the 
Sews from M the provinces of Germany, the em- 
peror set <MKt on an expedition to Italy i wfierelie 
Fsceived the submissions of several cities, and wns 
solemnly crowned at MMan. The pope^ howeveri 
took such ofience at the arrival of a German ermy 
which seemed sufficient to re^esti^ish the im* 
peried authority, that he imme^aldy formed a 
eonfedeiacy agtdnst his ittualrious visklor, nnd 
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iirg;ed the inhabitants of Creihona, Brescia, Flo- 
rence, tind some other cities, to defend themselves 
w^ith vigour. . 

Meanwhile, Guy de la Torte, being deprived of 
the government of Milan, resolved to take an ample 
revenge upon t^e emperor; and actually concerted 
a scheme for assassinating him, during the execu- 
tddn of a malefactor without the walls, which, it was 
supposed, would attract the curiosity of the Ger- 
mans so much, that they would leave their master 
entirely unguarded^ This plot, however, was pri- 
vately revealed to the empevor, who caused the 
conspirators to be cut to pieces when they had 
assembled to execute their design ; and the house 
of their cWef was rased to the ground* Henry's 
chancellor was, soon after, convicted of a similar 
treachery ; but instead of exculpating himself, he 
bddly declared that he had entered into the em- 
. peror's service with no other view but that of de- 
stroying him ; and that he had poisoned several 
waggon-loads of wine destined for the German 
army, though his scheme had not taken effect* 
Henry, amazed at the villainy of this audacious 
traitor, ordered him to be burnt alive^ 

After reducing Cremona by force, and com- 
pelling Parma, Vicenza, and Placentia, to make 
peace upon reas<mable conditions, Henry laid close 
siege to Brescia, which resisted all his efforts, for 
a considerable time, with astonishing firmness: 
but the inhabitants were at last reduced to such 
extremity, that they were compelled to appeal 
' to ills clemency, and presented themselves before 
him barefoot, with hsdters about their necks. This 
\ spectacle effectually appeased the res^itment which 

Imd been excited in Henry's breast by the. death of 
his brother Waleran, and the execution of fifty 

Vol. XVn. I 
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German prisoners upon the walls ; and he reactiif 
granted the supplicants their lives, on conditioii 
they should pay sixty thousand crowns, and deli- 
ver one hundred hostages. However, he ordered 
their walls and fortifications to be demolished, and 
entered in triumph through the breach which his 
troops had made. 

Though Henry was, for sowie time, 
^ 'amused by the dissimulation of Robert 
' king of Naples, who had formed a strict 
alliance with the pope, he resolved to march to« 
ward Rome, in onler to receive the imperial 
crown. Accordingly, he led his army thither 
with all possible Expeditions and was crowned by 
some cardinals (who had received a commissicni 
lor that purpose) in the church of St. John of 
Lateran, because the church of St. Peter was oc* 
cupied by his enemies. 

As the city of Rome was^ at this period, dis- 
tracted by two ccHitending Actions, the majority 
of the inhabitants rejdced at Henry's anival, as 
the only means of detiveriiig them from ^e hor^ 
rors of civil war ; but when the emperor, instead 
of gratifying them witii instances of his bounty, de- 
Hiitfuled money for the support of his troops, they 
broke out into open rebellion, and upwards of two 
thousand Imperialists were sacrificed to their tu- 
multuary vengeance. 

Finding it impossible to reduce his enemies at' 
Rome, the emperor marohed through the terri- 
tory of Perugia, which he ravaged with firo and 
sword, and laid siege to Florence ; but the inha- 
bitants of that city defended themselves with such 
gallantry, that he was unable to obtiun any advan- 
tage over them, and retired into winter quarters. 
In the ensuing spring, notwithstanding his ill state 






ef iieallh, he 6iMged in an expe^tkm against 
Robert king of Naples ; but on his arrival at 
Buonconvento he died suddenly, and it was gene* 
tally betieved that a F1oi*enUoe dominiean had 
poiaoiied lum in administering the aacmmentr 

Henry VIL was, at the titade of his death, in 
the fifty-first year of his age, and the fifth of his 
seiga* He was welt made^ though thin ; hi» 
cpmplexion was florid, and his hair brown* He 
possessed an appearance of majesty mingled with 
great complaisant ; and he was generally beloved 
by his subjects, on accoiait of his jostiee, piety, 
and vakmr* 

Daring the si^wequent interregnoni, Germany 
gRMOied oncter all the mismes of plague and ik» 
mine) by wluch whole towns were £populated» 
and proViiices brought to desolation. The rich, 
sought an asylum in other countries, while the 
indigent perished without pity or asastance; 
wolfes and other beasts of prey, compelled by 
himger, qiutted ^eir dens, and, rushing into the 
^n^lages, satiated themselves with human blood ; 
cataracts of water, bursting from the mountains,, 
swept trees and houses before them with dreadful 
impetuosity ; and the eaith was convulsed by fre* 
quent shocks, which seemed to agitate it from the 
centre* 

These evils, however, were at length al- 
leviated ; and, notwithstanding the dangers fljZ^' 
which environed jt, the imperial crown 
still excited the wishes.and the efforts of ambition* 
Frederic of Austria, and Lewis of Bavaria, came 
forward as candidates for the supreme dignity, and 
each fiutned a part^ sufficiently strong to invest 
him mth the insignia of royalty*. Accordingly, a. 
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dpuble coronaticm took place, and the two empe-^ 
rors made the most vigorous efforts against eack 
other for about seven years ; but at the ex{urationL 
of that time, Frederic was defeated and taken pri- 
soner, and Lewis was solemnly recognised as ]aw«- 
ful possessor of the throne* 

I^ewis had no sooner settled the affairs of Ger- 
many^ than he exerted himself to appease pope, 
John XXIL, who had availed himself of the recent;> 
quarrels to gain possession of several domsdns, and 
to make various encroachments upon the imperial 
,crpwn« But the haughty pontiff, instead of list- 
cning to proposals of an accommodation, pub-^ 
lished a bull, in which he asserted that the empire 
was a fief of the holy see, and that Lewis was an- 
usurper of the supreme dignity* He even com* 
manded the emperor to desist immediately fron^: 
the administration of government ; and enjoined 
all patriarchs, bishops, priests, nobles, and com- 
moners, to withdraw or renounce their allegiance* 
Lewis protested against this bull, and requested 
that his holiness would suspend his censures until 
he could consult the states of the empire ; but, 
at the expiration of three months, the pontiff had 
recoui^e to the ecclesiastical thunder, and actually, 
negociated with some, of tlie German princes for. 
electing Charles the Fair, king of France, to the 
imperial, dignity* 

, Notwithstanding this violent conduct, the pope! 
found himself unable to effect his purpose ; and 
perceived, with the utmost mortification, that a 
great majority of the Germans were resolved to 
defend the dignity of their sovereign, and the 
liberties of their constitution* Some- disorders ^ 
which had recently broke out in the empire were 
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Aiappily hushed to silence; the populace were- 
overjoyed at the liberatfon of the duke of Austria^ 
who now renounced his pretensions to^he throne ; 
and Lewis contrived to render himself peculiarly 
agreeable to his nobles, by entertaining them with 
several magnificent tournaments* The pens of 
two fiimousauthors were also successfully employ- 
ed ia defending the emperar*s conduct, and expos- 
ing the injustice of the Roman pontiff. 
Having convened a diet at Spire, and ob- 
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tstined sopae necessary supplies of troops 
and money, Lewis resolved to make an ex- 
pedition into Italy, whither he had been stitmgly 
invited by the GhibeUines, and tooLa solemn oath 
that he would never return until he should have 
received the imperial crown at Rome. Upon this* 
occasion, also, he ordered the pope to be excom* 
municated, as an heretic, unworthy of fining the' 
apostolic chaiiv 

On his arrival at Milan, he was crowned king of 
Italy by the bishop of Arezzoy as the archbishop 
of Miten refused to perform a ceremony which 
xaagtkt incur the ^spleasure of his holiness.. Hc^ 
then advanced into Tuscany ; and, after reducing 
the city of Pisa, marched towards Rome, where* 
he was received with all possible respect. The 
governor and senators came out to welcome' his' 
arrivid ; and, after the ceremony of his coronation, . 
which waa performed l^ the bishops of Venice 
and Aletia, the affection of the Romans was effec«- 
ttially amciliated by his liberality and courteo«iS* 
behaviour. 

The pope, in the mean time, renewed his bulls 
of excommunication against the emperor, and 
tveated hini with such indigttty, that LsWis kwt« 
12. 
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all patience, end swore to be reTenged» Accord* 
inglf) he invoked an asisembly at Rome, where 
John was degraded and condemned to death, as a 
person guilty of heresy and -treason ; and Pietro de. 
Rainauci, a Cordelier, was solemnly invested with; 
the papacy by the name of Nicholas V« Sentences 
of excommunication were now mutually fulminat*: 
ed by John and the anti-pope, and the former was^ 
actually burnt in efiigy : but, after some time, the. 
Romans became discontented ; the Pisans recon- 
ciled themselves to the holy see ; several other r 
Italian cities renounced the emperor's party ; and-. 
Nicholas, being compelled to submit to the supe- 
rior power of his enemy, was stripped of his* sa- 
cerdotal dignities, and doomed to perpetual im-: 
prisonment. Ks holiness then engaged in several 
new intrigues with the German princes, and with i 
the king of Bohemia ; but his measures were cut 
short by death, in the nineteenth year of his age, 
and the papal chsur was filled by James Dufiniry 
who assumed the name of Benedict XIL 

Lewis, having quelled some disturbances 
j^^l in the empire, sent a submissive embassy 
* to the new pope, who received them very 
graciously, and expressed an earnest desire of ter- 
imnating the difference which had long subsisted 
between Germany and the see of Rome. But the 
pontiff's &vourable intentions were defeated by the 
remonstrances of the French, Bohemian, and Ne- 
apolitan courts ; and he was soon afterward per- 
suaded to renounce the interests of Lewis, as those 
of an excommunicated heretic. Hereupon the 
German princes, assembling at Spire,' declared the 
empire independent of the pope, and acknowledge . 
ed Lewis of Bavaria lawful emperor $ and in a . 
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subsequent diet at Fmnkforty thtf enacted that 
fiunous constitution* by which the independence 
of the empire was forever established. 

Soon after these transacti^His, a spirit of &nati- 
cism brcH&e out in Alsace} and the lower clasis of 
people assembled under the banners of an inn- 
keeper, called Armleder, who erected himself into 
a prophet} and persuaded his followers that it was 
their im^pensable duty to revenge the death of 
Christ by an extirpation of the Jews. In obedience » 
to this doctrine, which was first broached in Fran* 
€aBmf they massacred great multitudes of that un-* 
liai^ nation ; and in Alsace the carnage was so 
dreadful} that the Jews themselves augmented the 
horror of the scene ; for, being driven to despair, 
ihey butchered their own wives and children, and 
then murdered themselves, to elude the crueltf 
of their inhuman enemies. After some time, 
however, the frantic herd of enthusiasts was 
driven oat of the province ; their sanguinaiy leader 
perished by the hands of the executioner ; and tiiie ^ 
surviving Jews were permitted to live in peace. 

After the termination of this unpleasant busi« 
nesfi, Lewis applied himself with great diligence; 
to the regulation of the police, and the establish* 
ment of wholesome reg^dations for the preserva*. 
^n of public tranquillity. The mildness of his 
administration, nnited with his strict adherence to 
justice, effectually conciliated the esteem of his 



* All the electors, except the king of Bohemia, declared by . 
•a solemn protestation, that whoever was elected king of the 
komans by a majority of the princes, needed not the consent 
or confirmation of the holy see to assiime the regal title, ad* 
minister the lawi^ and govern ihe esutes •£ the empin. i 
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subjects; his court became numerous^ splendid,* 
and polite ; and almost all the princes who had 
formerly thwarted his measures now sought his 
fiiendship. 

Upon the demise of pope Benedict, • 
ylj^' Lewis made afi^sh attempt to reconcile 

^^^' himself to the hoiy^see : but Clement VI.. 
was so &r from acceding to any tenns of accom* 
modatbn, that he ftihninated a new sentence of 
excommunication against the emperor, and pre* 
vailed on several of the electors to invest Charles 
o£ Luxembui^ with the title of ^ king of the Ro- 
mans." Lewis still possessed sufficient power to • 
arrest the progress of his enemies : but whilst he 
was making the requisite preparatioiis for reteng- 
ing fais^^ wrongs, he was killed by a Ml fh>m h«i 
horse, in the thirty-second yeart>f his reign. 

This prince is said to have surpassed all his con- 
temporaries, both in personal and mental accom«v 
piishments. His manners were gay and polishedf. 
and, although^capaUe of cmicerdng his measures 
without assistance, he willingly sought the aid of 
counsel. He appears also to have been &med Sbr 
piety ; for, notwithstanding the papal anathema, 
he received the appdlation of << Mostv Christian,'*^ 
and the monks of Germany ptrserved his knives^ 
napkins, &c. with religious veneration. 

Charles IV. of Luxemburg, was grand-son of 
Henry VIII., and king of Bohemia in hismo^^ 
ther's right. He received an excellent education, 
at the court of Charles the Fair, king of France ; 
and gave so many proofs of his valour upon sub- 
sequent occasions, that he was universally beloved 
by the Bohemians, who, upon his&ther's decease^ . 
declared him their lawful sovereign. .. 
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Shortly after his elevation, he made for- 
midable preparations against Lewis of Ba- ^'Jv' 
varia : but on receiving intelligence of that ' 
emperor's death, he exclaimed, ^^ Praised be God 
in the wonders of his providence, for having spar- 
ed me an effusion of Christian blood, and depriv-^ 
ed me of the opportunity of being revenged upon 
my enemies !" He then advanced dnto the heart 
of Germany, and viras acknowledged as emperor 
by Ratisbon, Nuremberg, and twenty-four other 
imperial cities of the Rhine. A powerful &ction' 
was, indeed, formed against his authority, and^ 
two competitors appeared in the persons of Frede- 
ric lanc^rave of Thuringia, and Gunther count of 
Schwartzenburg ; but both these noblemen were 
persuaded to relinquish their pretensions^ and: 
Charles received the imperial diadem, at Aix-la* ^\ 
Chapelle, with the general approbation of his new 
subjects* 

The commencement of this reign was disturbed' 
by an insurrection against the Jews, whom the 
blind populace considered as the authors of a 
dreadful pestilence, which 4tivaged the coasts of 
the ^Mediterranean, and diffused its contagion 
through Alsace, Swabia, Franconia,and some other 
provinces of the empire. The unfortunate sons of' 
Israel, detested on the score of religion, and uni- 
versaUy envied on account of their immense for- 
tunes, were accused at this juncture, of havings 
poisoned the waters ; and though the- tortures of- 
the rack extorted no confession, great numbers of 
them were poniarded, burnt, and drowned by the 
exasperated multitude* At Strasburg, the dregs 
of the people deposed their magistrates, and trans- 
ferred their authoiity to a butcher, who caused 
two thousand Jews to be burnt alive, confiscated 
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ftU their effects, and decreed that ho individnal of 
that nation should be admitted into the city for the 
term of one hundred years* Meanwhile the no- 
Idemen, who ought to have suppressed these in&» 
mous proce^ings, rejoiced in the idea of obtaining; 
a release frotn their heavy debts, and positively 
refused to check the spreading calamity, till the 
emperor promised that the sums due to the suffer 
lers should never be demanded.^ 

About this time, also, a taste hr self-discipline 
became so general, that crowds of people of all 
Hanks and conditions associated together, and 
abandoned themselves to the most cruel supersti- 
tions. Two hundred of these enthusiastic fia^el'- 
knts are said to have arrived in one day at Spire^ 
where they stripped off their clothes, and whipped 
themselves with scourges pointed with iron* 
They lay upon the ground, and admitted none in- 
to their fraternity but such as had sufficient ta 
maintain themselves during the time prescribed 
for their penance* They walked by twos and. 
tbrees in procession, with their eyes fixed on the 
earth, crosses on their clothes and hats, and a rich 
standard carried before them* They continued 
Uieir melancholy route even in the depth of win* 
ter; and their numbers augmented so rapidly, 
that it became absolutely necessary to suppress, 
them* Accordingly, the emperor issued edicta 
f^nst them ; the princes refused to admit them 
into their dominions ; and a papal fulminatioo; 
eventually caused their dispersion* 

After Charles had spent about seven. 

jiJi\ years in arranging the affairs of the empire^ 

* he resolved to cross the Alps, according to 

an agreement which he had made with pope Inno«^ 

Gent VL Accordingly^ he took a journey to Milao^ 
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where lie was cfGfWned king of Lombardy ; but it 
appears that the Italians treated him with great in* 
difference : for, although he was invested with 
the imperial disulem at Rome, it was only by means 
of a procession from his camp, where he left all 
•his troops, that he publicly entered the city ; and 
it was with the utmost privacy of disguise, and 
attended only by a few of his nobles, that htf 
visited the churches during the holy week, for 
the sake of obtaining the usual indulgences. ISome 
of the Romiois, indeed, offered him the govenv* 
ment of their city as his hereditary right, and 
solicited him to re-estabfish their ancient liberdes ; 
but he left the place imme^atdy, under pretence 
of hunting ; and afterwards confirmed several pro« 
mises which he had made to the pope, in direct 
(^>positi<xi to the interests of his empire. 

His pusillanimous conduct upon this occamon 
excited the resentment of the Germans, and the 
contempt of the Italians, insomuch that an at* 
tempt was made to bum him in his lodgings at 
Pisa ; most of the cities attached to the empire 
i^ut their gates against him ; and the &mous poel 
Petrarch reproached him with great severity* 
But he persisted in his implicit obedience to the 
holy see ; and the murmurs of his people were 
effectually counterbalanced by the'^ fulsome adula- 
tion of Innocent and his interested dependents* 

On his return to Germany, Charles 
ccHiYoked a diet, at Nuremburg, in order ^* ~[' 
to make some necessary regulations re^ 
specting the future election of the emperors, and 
the number of electors. It was accordingly pro- 
posed, and unanimously resolved, that the form 
and ceremonies to be observed on those occasions, 
togetlier with the number^ rights^ and privileges 
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of the electors should be written and piiblish^ 
in the form of an edict. This was immediately 
reduced to execution ; the epict received the name 
of the Golden BulU from a golden seal called 
bulla ; and the emperor prepared a magnificent 
entertainment, that he might have the pleasure 
of seeing the electors exercise their respective 
functions. 

. The city of Mentz was honoured with the first 
exhibition of the new ceremonial. Charles and 
iiis empress repaired, in their royal robes, to a 
inagnificent stage which rose frc»n the centre of 
the market place, and was loaded with the ap- 
paratus of a sumptuous banquet. The arch- 
bishops of Mentz, Triers, and Cologne, as high- 
chancellors of Germany, Gaul, and Italy, present- 
ed themsjslves on horseback, each having a seal 
depending from his neck, and a letter in his hand. 
From the farthest part of the market-place came 
up, at full gallop, the duke of Saxony, as chief 
marshal, bearing a «lver measure of oats in his 
hand ; and, as it was his province to regulate the 
precedency of his colleagues, he alighted, and 
assigned to each his proper station. The marquis 
of Brandenburg, grand-master of the palace, then 
poured out water for the emperor and empress to 
wash ; the count palatine served up the repast in a 
service of gold ; and the duke of Luxemburg, re- 
presentative of the king of Bohemia in the office 
of chief butler, poured out wine for their majesties 
to drink* The marquis of Misnia and the count 
o{ Schwartzenburg, as chief huntsmen, exhibited 
the spectacle of the death of a stag and a bear ; 
^nd the entertainment was c(»)cluded with a 
liberal distribution of presents. 

After this solemnity, Charles applied himself 



iedtlflovntt to the encouragement ef the liberal 
arts, the refermation of his ckrgyy and the im^ 
pKttM administration of justice ; but he graduafijf^ 
Mmk into a state of careless supineness, and paid 
^ litCle attention to the afftMrs of Ms dominions^ 
fitat tfie pritices who were assembled at the txip^ 
tism of his son Winces1au% took the liberty 6f re*' 
proBcl^ng him wrth his fieglect, and reminding 
hirtl that he ought to have convoked diets and ^- 
Shed the provinces^ in order t6 preserve due f^be^ 
dietice and tranquillity : but, inste^ of acknow* 
ledghig his feult, he merely a^ed whether he wa» 
boond to maintain an emperor in thepftfrincea wld» 
ftfe tcveflues-of Bohemia. 

ft hasbeen afheady otxlerred t!tat the Kvetftte 
of the emfperor, inde^ndent tyf his persona] pro* 
pcrty, is Vefjr iiiadcxjuate to fte support of his dig* 
flftf t btft Chftrlesknew how to hidemmfy hiniself t 
ptit^eges of cities j tights of botgherihip, honours^ 
uTOurS) emranehfseittentsj and eintfloymentS) wero' 
sold to the high(is/t bidder ; and Ms coffer^ wei«^ 
Hcturfiy fiBed by the salle of the imperial jurisdic- 
tions in Italy. But notwithstanding this repre« 
heiisibk conduct, he succeeded in procurhig the 
dettion 6f his ton Winceslaus as king of the 
Rom^s. He undertook a journey to Fntntsey 
fer the sdle pfcasure Of revisiting a country fof 
WlAfhhe had ertet* entertained an affection; and^ 
sOoti ifter his rttnrn to Prague, he was seized m&t 
aUprer, which termmated his life in the thhJtf- 
second year of his feign. 
' Chattes IV. ieents to have been blest either w«h 
great attHties or extraordinary good fenune 5 for 
he Was generally successful in his undertakings : 
and his munificence was so great, that notwith^ 
attanding his «ndity foi* money, he was aidd to hatve 

Vol. XVII. K 
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purchased the empire by wholesale, and retailed it 
out at a loss* He was strongly attached to his he- 
reditary kingdom : and it is said, that when the 
f>rinces of the empire solicited him to spend more 
time in Germany, he conducted them into his 
treasury, and, pointing to a profusion of gold and 
silver bullion, addressed them to this effect:— 
"The city of Prague gave me birth, and the king- 
dom of Bohemia furnishes me with these riches : 
were I more attached to Germany, I should be 
obliged^ like you, to strip the eagle. You know 
very weta how-to deprive her of her feathers when 
she files towards your quarters ^ and she might 
eventually make such reprisals that the wings of 
some of you would not grow again for a consider- 
able length of time.'' Besides the Golden Bull,. 
Charles enacted several salutary laws and constitu- 
tions ; he also caused the tomb of the great Wit- 
tichind to be repaired and beautified, and ordered 
the feast of Charlemagne to be annually celebrated 
in the church of Aix-la-Chapelle. 

_ Winceslaus was permitted to succeed 

1378. ^*^ father in the empire, when he was 
scarcely seventeen years of age ; and his 
first public act was designed to heal a schism of 
the church, which had been occasioned by the 
competition of the two pontiffs who had assumed 
the names of Urban VI. and Clement VII. But, 
notwithstanding his seeming attention to the 
interests of religion, he soon exhibited the most 
vicious inclinations, and abandoned himself to all 
kinds of licentiousness ; while the provinces be- 
came an easy prey to banditti, and many citi&i 
were obliged to engage in associations for tlieu* 
mutual defence. 

Nor was the new emperor only inattentive t» 
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ttit welfare of his subjects ; but he even sold 
the rights of his empire, and expedited blank 
patents, signed and sealed, to be filled up at the 
X^easure of the purchasere, by which means the 
opulent were authorised to oppress the poor with 
impunity ; commerce was totally stagnated ; and 
civil wars began to break out in all parts of the 
country. The electors, and other princes, dis- 
tressed by these disorders, and chagrined to sec 
their empire without a head, sent aii embassy to 
him at Prague, beseeching that he would ' come 
and reside among them. But he merely replied : 
^ Our dear embassadors ! all tlie world kndws that 
we are emperor ; and if there be any person in 
Germany who wishes to see us, let him come to 
Bohemia, and we will freely give him audience." 
This was all the answer they could obtain ; and 
the princes, seeing no prospect of their sovereign's 
i^ormation, adopted the resolution of goveTHtBg 
by their own authority. 

Whilst Germany was distracted by party feuds 
and public insurrections, Winceslaus continued at 
Bohemia, careless of his people's fate, and rioting 
in every species of debauchery. Two attempts 
were made to take him off by poison, but these 
failed in their effect, and entailed new miseries 
upon a wretched empire ; for although his life was 
saved by the immediate aid of medicine, the 
poison left him affected with insatiable thirst ; and 
he acquired an habit of drunkenness, which aug- 
mented his natural tyranny, and sometimes en- 
flamed him to such a degree of fury, that it wa^ 
dangerous to be near him. Among other acts of 
cruelty, he is said to have ordered his consort's 
confessor to be drowned, because he would not 
feveal the particulars of her co^ifession ; caused his 



f»Qk to 1)6 roasted ali?ey for havkig iHpn^aftdii 
dkb ^f meat ; struck off the head of a coyntnoft 
eJiecutipoer, with whom be hud contracted a di#* 
graceful iBtimacy; and sentenced a|l the m«gj«p 
tratKBs of the chief tribunal at Prague to be decapi^ 
tated in a singk day, without the formality of a trii^. 
Hitherto his misfortune had eptitkd btn^ 
>59^* ^^ ^^^ degree of compaa^on ; a^d, notr 
* withstanding his dangeibus aUenations of 
mind} he had found protectors amcmg the prificet 
9f the empire : but the public patience was, at 
length, exhausted ; wd the grandees of Bohemia^ 
Ij^ith th# consent of hia brother Si^^siBUod lUog of 
lIuRgary, caused him to be thrown int^ prisoii» 
After a close confineinent of sev^i^} m^m^ te 
obtained permissiw to be pppdnoeii tp the riwv 
in 9rder to refresh hio^felf by bathing ; and seined 
ti^i opportunity of «scapiP|g, in a little boat) to a 
foflfe^s on the $|^N>^te biink, wUoh be bad for- 
merly erected to serve him as an asylum iaeaie of 
(HDergaKpy. 

Af ^r xaature deliberatioQi O^e wmtn reaatoie4 f» 
sftake a fresh trial pf tb<»r unforlu^a^ priory mi 
be yvm permitted to reaasiime the reiiis of gpveror 
meDl : but bis subsequent conduct accmided so iU 
with bis p«v>Eaise6» that tos broths Sigismuod* at 
the earnest desii^ of the Bobemiaps, accepted the 
litk of regent, and cawed the iMK^fortobe doae* 
ly confin(^ at Vieaoa* 

The r(^al prison^ff tfpsin effected an eaeafc^ind 
still possessed sufficient friends to replace him «b 
Ihe tbroDe- He even acted, in tbe sequel, an iai« 
portant part in public affairs ; aasiatisd aft several 
impeiial diets ; laboured earnestly to heal tbe ftieal 
virestern schism ; and, in a visit to Fmnce, acquired 
the »K^9e of tbe whole eatimH ihpogfa fthdr 
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AUffiragies were not easily won in fevour of a foreign 
•prince* However, he still continued to convert 
the imperial provinces into money ; and his con- 
duct, in this particular, gave such umbrage to the 
princes, that they solemnly deposed him, and 
elected Frederic duke of Brunswic to the supreme 
dignity* Winceslaus had peremptorily refused to 
make a renunciatipn of the empire ; but he was 
to Uttle mortified at the news of his deposition^ 
that he exclaimed— " We are happy to be de- 
livered from the burthen of the empire, because 
we shall have more leisure to attend to the govern* 
ment of our kingdom." 

Subsequent to this period, his conduct was con- 
siderably amended, and he applied himself seriously 
to tranquillize some disturbances which had been 
excited by the introduction of theological con- 
troversies. The violence of his temper, how* 
ever, remained unabated, and finally occasioned 
, hb death : for being suddenly alarmed by a tumult 
in the city of Prague, and one of his domestics im* 
prudently saying that he had been apprised of this 
disturbance, Winceslaus flew upon him? pulled 
him to the ground by the hdr of his head, and 
abandoned himself to such ungovernable fory, that 
he fell down in an apoplectic fit, and expired soon 
after, in^ the fifty-seventh year of his age. He 
reigned about twenty-two years over the Germanic 
empire ; and entered twice into the connubial 
state, butdeceased without issue* 

Frederic of Brunswic being assassinated 
by a secret enemy, the electors conferred ^1^ 
the sovereignty upon Robert count Pala- 
.tine,and caused him to be solemnly consecrated in 
the church of Cologne. Some cities, however, 
persisted in their allegiance to Winceslaus f and 
K 3 
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Aix-la-Cluipelie suffi&red herself to faf pi^miti; 

lilt ban of the empire, rather than admit his com- i 

fRtitor within her waHs. The new empefior had 

jdsQ to resist the interference of the Hungariasi ' 

md Bohemian nobles, and of the kmg of France^ 

in jbvour of the deposed monardi ; hut tbieir e£- ^ 

forts proceeded no farther than remonstrance ; andy | 

«fter a e^rt time, he found himself in peaceable^ j 

cpofisession of the empire. i 

At the esunest solicitation of the electors, Robert i 

imdeitook an expeditioa into Italf , in order to 
restore the affairs of tbat country to their former 
situation : but John Galeazzo, duke of Mitoy 
faaisssed him in such a manner, that, notwithstand* I 

tog some eoasidemble reinfoBcements which he i 

received &om Austria, he feund it imposs^sie to \ 

achieve any advantage, and was soon compdkd to 
letum into Germany* The subsequent death of 
Galeazzo offered a more &vourable o^^rtanity of 
retrieving the imperial authority ; but the dectora 
of Mentz, Triera, and Cologne, refused to graiyt 
any subsidies for a second expedystion, and Robeit 
was consequently obliged to remain at hoi](ie* 

Aiiter chastising Bernard marquis of Baden, for 
having established tolls in his dominions, contraij 
to the regulations of the public peace, had witness- 
ing the happy terminatioo of a war between the | 
i^ty of Ba»U«nd the house of Austria, B<ehexC 
AoUoed hiiBself with the idea of havii^ extii>- 
guished all the foc^ons in Germany. But the 
elector of Mentz still contrived to vex and alarm 
him, by forming associations against the imperial 
authority ; Awarting him in ^1 tiie measures he 
took fbr terminatii^^ a sdiism in the church ; and 
erecting a strong fortress at Horhst in open defi- 
ance of hJB» orders. The emperor was highly in- 



detcfmiiied to cmh tiB eisimw'^ wplnncf kgr Umpoo 
flf arms : kit ilm deiBagn ^as AMHratfidby ftfeiW) 
triiidipiitapenQdioltieiifkf ioljbeivyiAbfMf #f 
ids retgn* 

Tfais prinpe ^cq^wed the auifMine iof SboKi, «ci 
abcoant of ya statone ; but bis wm nmuktkkf 
mc&rc and Tigoroua, pes^^aaed ^roat ^ncfmtimt 
and had madetome pBo^resB in &e alo^ dfikwrt** 
tore* His idgaQ wa& more 4i3tiiigiitthed bf iusiSQe 
and clemency, than puw^icimoiR £ar aanrtel £}i<*' 
^olts ; and disie ooiy bleiiiiib in fa» ichaflMOb^ iif^ 
avarice. He ie£t three daughters b|^ his effh 
pKSB Elizqtoth ; and his iieiiiains weitt sctemnly 
aliened at Heidelberg, wbciBe be bad b^mitni-m 
Jboademf. 

Afier tibe death of Rah«irt,JoaBe«Maiuv ^ _ 
flf Moramwastef^ttiairljdeetedat Fm^ 2417.' 
:&ts but hts pr^molitm W3as Tigoroiuiljr 
.apposed by fiigisnuiQ|l> baQther to W'wsietim^ ; 
many of the iinf>erial ckiea isefiised to take ^ 
ctntomarf oaths of all^gtaace ; and doatb pat a 
Aeriod to bis auliiority, after be bad worn the jdia* 
idem sdsout tiiree months* 

WhraSigxsbniMl ascended the ifBpeiiaJtbvM ~ 
4ie ivRfts alreswiy possessed joi expmukoct aoquiiKd 
-on Hiat of Hungary, which heen^iBdin rigbt^if 
.Ibia consort. He h^ experienced maofisftb^ari* 
•cimkades of IcHlune ; luiswi^ been eompdled 4» 
«bandOD his kingdom, and recalled ; been ^tbecMUfi 
jpto confinement for his eKceasive «eng9eim:e, end 
ei@i^ i«sU>red to liberty* His subsequent fiiana|!^ 
'tnent of the Hungaiian affsurs gained bam uni^QM> 
aal reputation ; and the states xif Germany npixee* 
eaSy agreed, that they oould not place a neie ac» 
4S0fnpfi2hed prince M tbetr be|yd« 



104 CEftMAKY, 

Upon the 'first intelligence of his election. Si* 
gismund set out for the empire, and resolved to 
employ his whole attention in remedying the 
grievances which had long prevailed in the pro- 
vinces, and the schism which had, for thirty years, 
distracted the church. Accordingly, after effect- 
ing an accommodation between some hostile no- 
blemen, and concluding a treaty with the king of 
• Poland against the Teutonic Order, he concurred 
with pope John XXII. for convoking a council at 
Constance, and deliberating upon measures for 
definitively terminating the schism, and extin- 
guishing the heresy of the Hussites. 

John Huss, the founder of that sect, was a pro- 
fessor in the university of Prague, where he dis- 
seminated some doctrines which, like those of the 
English reformer WickliflTe, were calculated to 
undeceive the populace in many important articles 
of faith, and were consequently obnoxious to the 
Roman pontiff and his clei^y. This person, and 
his zealous disciple Jerome of Prague, were both 
summoned to Constance, whither they repaired, 
under protection of a safe conduct granted by the 
emperor. They imagined that they had been 
called upon to explain their theological tenets : but 
the fatliers of the council seemed disposed to con- 
demn them unheard ; and when John Huss oiFeih- 
ed to defend his conduct, tliey made so violent a 
noise that his voice could not possibly be distin^ 
guished* At length he was asked whether he 
would retract all his opinions ; and, on his replying 
in the negative, he was immediately condemned to 
the fiames, as a sower of sedition, an obstinate he- 
retic, and a defender of WicklifFe. He was then 
stripped of his sacerdotal habit, and clothed with 
another dress $ a paper mitrei painted with the re«> 



fim^M^fm of three devil% vm put lipcm hit 

J^ead ; and he was detivered over to the secular 
i^W^i who fixed thr ^th of Jqjy for his ei^ecDIion^ 

On his arrivs^ at the place of pfomsh- 
iBoent, he wa^ festened to the *^abe, and ^^^* 
jHuvQUiiided'with faggots of "wood and hun* 
dies of straw. The d|uke df BavajFi«) mi ths 
cou&t of Papeph^im earnestly exh^ted btai to rc- 
£9^t ; but he rejected their couoaei with her^ 
£»titude, and died in &11 asaqran^ of recetving thf 
crown of martyrdom* Hia a9faea wepe thmwii iiM* 
U> the Rhine ; but fajs adhen^ts di|g up the enith 
piit whiob he had su&je^ and carried it to dMW 
hoom^ with r^Ugioiia «eiief»ti<m« 

The council 4e$M}ed ihf afUr ^ 1^ aehMa 
with eqi^al Hgouir, by d^Qi^etfig <he iJ9$$ci^ioQ i^ 
Jojto XXII.I, aa teatog t<> efiect the resttoraliofl^ rf 
j^^ai^ although that pontiff had hi^en peoulwiir fti* 
xjMired i^ the emperor* John h^silsated^ fpr seme 
limef tp comply with their deaii« m tb» re^^eel i 
hii^ aa they iiifprn^d hin> that tt^f y ^^M aUeg« a 
$gn^im^ nuraher of $:hargea to aptboiiae bia dspor 
jjjtion, he quietly a<cqweacediQ their aentencei and 
jrc^oiiJHed the tm%» About the saixie time* Jc^ 
ioi9^4>f FrogiUief who had allured his maste^'a dfiie» 
mrioes) waa convicted pf ha?ifig esppi^sed his foiv 
iner bei^eeiea ; and was consoquently senteneed tm 
the fiames. He behaved, upon that trying ocfitr 
aion, with nm^ eoi^taneyi a^d bia martyrdom, 
fidded newJoatire tp ihe dawping relbnaQAtion* 

U^nttedemwofhiahrotijcrWinoea- 
lau»f* Sigifinwd waa iuveated with the ^^' 
^toa^aa diadem a but he found his new 

^ Tb^ de?tb of Wv^ciBalausdid «oC b^ppepi till ^i9 feiir 
pd i tbQveb we li3ve ;s;iyen 9a e^lter »«cpo&t of J(L» &9 p$^ 
Ktre the ni^ory of the empire from confutioii. 
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kingdom involved in great disorders by the aug- 
menting zeal of the reformers, who had been en- 
fiamed to a degree of enthusiastic rage, by the ty- 
ranny which had been exercised over their consci- 
ences, and who had now united into a formidable 
army under the conduct 6f afi able general, nam- 
ed John Zisca. 

The emperor deemed it advisable to crush the 
heretics by force of arms ; and accordingly as- 
sembled a body of troops, in hopes of surprising 
them unawares in the terntory of Pilsen : but the 
event did not answer his expectation. Zisca, 
knowing his inability to resist such superior force, 
posted his troops behind hedges, so that the impe- 
rial cavalry could not act without dismounting* 
Several women then advanced, by Zisca's order, 
from this kind of entrenchment, carrying bundles 
of linen rolled up in imitation of infants, whom 
they seemed to offer as hostages for their hus- 
bands ; but, on their near approach, they shook 
out the pieces of linen on every side, and so suc- 
cessfully entangled them on the spurs and arms of 
their enemies, that they were thrown into com- 
plete confusion, and Zisca was enabled to obtain a 
decisive victory. This stratagem tended to raise 
the fame of the Hussite general ; and Albert duke 
of Austria was, soon afterward, convinced of his 
military prowess. 

Elated by this success, the insurgents bade de- 
fiance to opposition, and actually obtained several 
advantages over the emperor in person ; and al- 
though the death of their leader involved them in 
a temporary consternation, their courage soon, re- 
vived, and the skin of Zisca was stretched upon a 
drum, whose sound might animate them with the 
remembrance of his valour, and inspire them witb 
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the notion that they still marched under his rever- 
ed command. With the fury of maniacs they ra- 
vaged their native country, and rushed, like a re- 
sistless torrent, into Hungary, Poland, and Aus- 
tria, where they were universally dreaded under 
the appellation of Thaborites and Orfiham : — the 
former derived fix)m mount Thabor, in the vicin- 
age of Prague, which had long served them as a 
place of rendezvous ; and the latter alluding to the 
loss of Zisca, whom they regretted with filial sor- 
row. 

Procopius the Shaven \^as deemed a fit succes- 
sor to the valiant Zisca ; and under his auspices 
the Thaborites proceeded in such an uninterrupted 
course of victory, that the emperor was obliged to 
conclude a truce -with them for three n^onths. At 
the expiration of that time, however, hostilities 
were recommenced ; and the insurgents, to the 
number of twenty thousand horse and thirty thou- 
sand foot, rushed into Misnia, Thuringia, and Fran- 
^onia, which were successively abandoned to their 
relentless fu^. ^ 

J After several attempts to crush this in- . j. 
surrection had proved entirely fruitless, and j^^y' 
the imperial forces had been frequently re- 
pulsed, a division broke out among the Hussites, 
and their strength was so considerably diminished, 
thatSigismund was soon enabled to reduce them to 
obedience ; and those who escaped the avenging 
sword were successfully employed against the 
Turks. 

Upon the tennination of this sanguinary war, 
Sigismtmd regained the affection of his Bohemian 
subjects : but instead of improving that favourable 
jimcture by lenient conduct and a mild administra- 
tioni he seemed to redouble his zeal on behalf of 
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tht Rofn&n ptMtt ; and used sudh rottgli tMst^Ufai 
tocftforcfc obfetfiente to the chuft^h, tfrtit he rtn* 
dcted himsdf an object of geticrd detcistattion* 
Hefi^eupofi he fesdived to quit the kingdotn, afid re- 
flux to sorhe plice irhefe he might end his days int 
titatrqmlHty ; but before he could reduce this pfo^ 
ject to e^fceeutioTi, he was attacked by a viofeM ^ia- 
tefitpet, which seetifted to have restiited from po^ 
soil, and tln^tetted his speedy dSssohrtioii. 

The emptt^sft Safbafa was no sooner apprised 6f 
her consort's danger, th^n she called a private as-* 
*einbfy of the Bohemian nobles, and observed, that 
tire only e:S:pedient for preserving the tranquilfity of 
ibt iaa^dtfttii atftef Si^ttitttrd'is decease, i»rould h6 
a ti^g^atiOft cfoBgfif^ the succeBadf to acicept hxif 
h«hditttti«rt^c. TOicipedJefittrasiftntiersa!^ 
^ipp/hixi^icA, AM a ^lemn s^etoeiit was tai^ ft/if 
pifttifxg ft lit e:seeirtion. But, a» these ifrttigties 
feached the ear of the etttpepor, he cauised B«f bAf* 
fb be attested ; and, on his tetnoval to 2naim !ft 
Btora^, he scfttled dire i^cces^on ifl fiivouf of Wi 
son-in-law, Albert duke of Austria- This was ohtf 
of his l^t adtiofiS ; fbf he d&ed Horn ftftet-wardf in 
the aevemieth yetff Of hi^ age, haifkig feigned M^ 
ty years hi Htttigaiy : tH^retity^even in quality of 
ethptteti 2ttA deventeeti ^ king of Bohemia. 

^g^smimd was equaHy remafkayie for his come* 
ftheiss and fnajeiftit depbftment : he ^fras a libet!^ 
rtjWisrder' of fitetaty merit ; atid his own leanniig' 
IWtt sOextehsive^ to have g^teed Mm the epithet 
of « Light of the World." Though he neither 
i^airted coui«ige Hot mflitafy skJH, his nlaffial^x- 
j^editiotts were generally unsuccessful, and his ex* 
eWiofts on the ateore of tefigioh, or rather on that of 
the papaey, '^ere evidently the effects of linchari- 
tKd[>le iDedi ttnfd bfind superstition. 



Afer his decease^ Barbara abandooed herself so 
entirely to licentiousness, that she merited the ai>' 
pellation of " the Messalina of the North." She 
audaciously denied a future state, and took a parti- 
cular pleasure in ridiculing nuns, and other pc^ 
sons of her own sex, who were restndned within 
the bounds of continence by what she termed a ri- 
diculous modesty. In her widowhood, a lady re- 
minding her of the example of the turtle, which, 
after losing its mate, never chooses another^— 
** Wherefore," said she, " do yoU instance a bird 
which lives in solitude among the mountains ? 
Rather quote to me the examples of pigeons and 
sparrows, who are always in our view, and whose 
pleasures suffer no interruption J' 

Albert II., sumamed the Grave and the ■ 
Magnanimous, had acquired reputation pre- ^ '.g" 
viously to his elevation to the imperial 
throne» In the same year he was honoured >^& 
the crowns of Hungary, Bohemia, and Germany ; 
Casimir of Poland, who had opposed his election, 
was compelled to bow before his resistless arms ; 
and his general conduct, both in the field and the 
cabinet) was, in all respects, worthy of applause* 
But while his numerous subjects rejoiced in the 
contemplation of his accomplishments, and while 
his vigorous constitution promised many years of 
felicity, he died of an indigestion, caused by a 
quantity of cooling fruit, and his remains were so- 
lemnly interred at Weissenberg. Albert was of a 
tall stature, and extraordinary strength ; he pos* 
sessed the virtues of justice and munificence in a 
very eminent degree ; and his name will ever be 
revered, on account of his zeal for religion and the 
true interests of his people. 

Vqu XVII. L 



^ Aftpj-tjif demise, pf ^SjQrf^ Ji« ©lectors 
1440.* onaniKWUsly agt^d to pj^cc^ Frederic of 
Austfiaupon the iipp^l thrape ; andj^e 
i^fide sogie kiadabie exertionf, ip t)ie commence- 
.ix^ut of iiis retghy for the regulation of the police^ 
andsm ipaparti?^ adnunistcationof justice. H|e si- 
to stipve to eittinguish the scl^b^i which still 
.continued to distract the church, and? a^ the coun- 
cil ofBasil, he proposed terms pf conciliation be- 
Iween the popes Felix apd Eugenms ; but as his 
propositiona were.totally diaregardedy he left them 
to accommodate their differenp^s aa they thought 
IMt)per. 

Whilst Fr^^denc was .tjij^i^ employed, l^isbrothgr 
Albert, surnamed Hie Pro^gab. beipg d^atisfied 
with hisiniieFit^ce, levied ap a^i^y^ and raided the 
staiidard of rebelKon t but as he found, it ^n easier 
a)(ialter to rai3e troops thap to maiDtain them, b^ 
4ef$naed it advisable, to coipe to an accqmniodatipn, 
apd consented to lay down his arms uppn there- 
<9dp^. of a coi^sid^nkbie sum of mp^pyp 

A subsequent rupture bejUiree^ ^p Swiss a(^ 
.^us^^ms invplyed t)ie emperor in new difEpultipa, 
9pd jofiiioed bim tq craye the a9&is|:^ce f>f Ch^rl^^s 
Vllr of France, after he had nnsu^^s^fuPy ^ppli^ed 
tofi|l the princes of the empire* Qliadps readily 
granted h}^ request, and s^ tl^e da^iphio, w^tfi 
forty thousand men into Germany, wh^re ^e. de- 
bated th^ Swiss with prodigious slaagbtQr* I^Mt 
the victorious trqops ^puii^ted . si^cb outi^ag^s ki 
.^sace, that the statea b^^^ ^ be sei-iQUfily aJiar))^- 
:ed, aqd even thres^tened to .^^e. up. ACO^ flS^S^ 
Franpe* However thisrmeasi^f^ s^as pi^eyented l^ 
negociadon, aiidth^4^jluii^tiE^.tQbiafi^^ " 
dominiona* ^ ' 
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l5p§htl(iS^lMlf^l^nati6h of the Schism, atid' 

tfife i^stcirttidri of ^&ce to BbhemJa, Fi^deric was 

indtided t6i hijake aii expedition into ItfeJy, where 

he fck^tfe<i to recover seveitil state* j and to re-cs* 

tab!idh'tBe'ngh£s of the empire. , Accordingly, he 

fift diit witibf a splendid reiihiie, ahd made his pub* 

Ifc i6fetfyin^ Venice with' gfefat ilikgAifitence. 

JPi^vBcmslytii liis^ departure from that city, a curi- 

olisF ciipl^ai^ t^'^lass wasi bi^ught as a present ' 

from the inhabitants, and placed in his aparttiient ; 

bntliM^direetecfhfs^ jester t» shake it off the tabfe* 

affdihdn observed, that if it had been mssAt of gM' 

il^cbuM' riot tatf^ teefi so cosily destroyed : the 

Wiib- iwas tikien bf the Veftetiatts, and they after- 

Vfi^Stnxitiglithi^'Aiorea^^ • ; 

'Ftoin Venice. he repj&re^ to FttSence, atill^ 
ttecc^to Sfcnna, wheie he give; aSffiendB' ^ tlw^:; 
ptejje^s legat^si and ieJHbk a solemi^ciath to defend^ 
the rtghS bf h!^ feilfpe^s and theeccfeiastftal'^^ ' 
ittofiSi ' At- Vitertfo he wis received' willi every ; 
demoA^rJrtlbri of rfespebt ; - but a tottiult ensiled d| 
hk^ipg^[dfdh^&6pala^^ and bbth Myself 'ahd' 
his attendants were ol^liged to fall upon l^ie crowd ^ 
wfth tfibir iwohfe. At len^li, h(*i*reverj the riot- 
ct^' betook thenisielves to flightj and the govemoir 
th¥e^ several bf their leaders into confinement ; 
but FredeHt ghiciously pardoned them, andob* 
tfiined tiieir release. . He feioon afterwards proceed* 
ed to Rome, whtre he solemtiized his nuptial^/ 
i«^ Eleonotti, sister of the. king of Portugal, and ' 
received the imperial diadem : but this wsis the 
only fruit of his journey, except refusals of tsrab- 
xnissichi, which he suffered to pass xrn^umshed* 
. On his iretum-to AustriiiV be fburidhim- ,j^ 
self hivohdd in very senoiis difficulties, by 7;"* 
adtspiite tritb thfe Hucigatians, wTiom he 
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had disobliged in detaining their young king, La- 
dislaus, at his couit, and delaying to restore their > 
crown and regalia, which were in his possession. 
The princes of the empire expressed their dis- 
approbation of his conduct in pretty strong terms^ 
^id a number of Bohemians expostulated with 
hjm upon the same subject: but he continued 
tp amuse them with evasions, till he was, at 
length, compelled by hostilities to sign an accom- . 
modation. 
. Meanwhile, the rapid conquests of the Mahome- 
tans in Gi'eece, and the extinction of the Roman 
empire in the East by Mohammed IL excited a 
g.eneral alarm among the princes of Christendom^ , 
and induced them to unite their forces against so 
formidable an enemy. Diets were convoked, up- 
on this occasion, at Ratisbon and Frankfort, and 
Carvajal, the pope's legate, preached up the neces- 
sity of a crusade with unremitting zeal and indus- . 
try ; but Frederic's natural indolence, and the\ 
feuds of the German nobility, frustrated all the 
schemes which had, for two years, been projected 
against the infidels. 

After suffering much inquietude by the perpe- 
' iual dissensions of his nobles, the refractory con- 
duct of several of his neighboui^s, and the continu- 
al irruptions which the Turks made upon his fron- 
tiers, Frederic resolved to take another joumey in- 
to Italy, in order to consult with pope Paul IL up- 
on a probable method of engaging tlie Christian 
princes in a new association against the enemies 
of their religion, and to accomplish a vow which 
he pretended to have made, though he never ex- 
plained himself upon that ^subject. He, accord- 
ingly, quitted Germany iiS^the severest season of 
the year^ and on Christmas eve arrived at Rome) 
Whgre be was received by torch li|^t« During his 



residence in this dty, he heW several consultations 
with his holiness ; btit fhey pfotfiiced no inipofi 
tant effect. 

On his return to <Jefmahy, He' received - 
intelligence that Charles duke of Burgun- ^ .* ' 
<fy had augmented fiis patfemidl i^hetitance 
by the addition of Zutpfheri arid Guelderiahd ; aiid 
that his atnbitioh had ptouipted Him to tamper 
with some of the electors, in hopes of being chosen 
king of the Romans. But, shortly after this dis- 
covery, Charles altered his scheme, and resolved 
to cultivate the friendship of the emperor, #h0| 
he supposed, might be easily persiliaded to erect 
his duchy indo a kingdom, and confer upon hilm 
the title of vicSr of the femipire in thoie parts. Hav- 
ing made this dcttermfnation, he invited Frederic ttt 
an interview at Triers; and even prepared a thi*oAei 
canopy, and fegSffs^, Ibr the expected cerembrij^ ; 
but when the iwritperbr' had received the hbniage 
/ which was to be the price of hfs consent, lie <te^ 
parted, under pk*etcrice of urgent btisiness, on the 
very dkydf^bihted for the cKJPonation. 

Having thus converted the duke's idl&k to his 
own advantage, Frederip contented him^etf "With 
keeping d'n dIMerVahf ^ye upon hi^ iiiotions : /he 
saw him bkhWust his strength in a war against his 
subjects^ 4iome to* an o^n rupture wfth France* 
and perish in a cSttftkt with* the S*wiis, leiicying'Sltt 
only daugh<^,'*Ma?ry of Burgundy/ who '^s re- 
puted the richest'heiress 'in Evirbpe. ^ Thife a)fr- 
juncture W^i Exactly siiitdrf ib the wi^is of the 
emperor, wHb' gaitted bVdr the Fjlimings, and p^H 
siiaded tKem to'bestd^ the'haAiAbf their duchess* 
. — ';'■♦ -• - ■ -/-• '\ --- ■• " ■ ■ ■' 

• This prtifciss ^ed aiSoHit* fdi* years after her nfatriag^ 
he&ttDg behind hettwochifalreQ, whit^ wctrclfeijtitftd by m 
awftM o£ Philip and Margaret. 
1-3 
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on his son Maximilian, whom he afterwards pto* 
cured to be elected king of the Romans* 

From this period he reposed upon Maximilian 
the chief weight of the government, though, from 
a review of his conduct, it does not appear to havc^ 
been a verf heavy burthen upon his own shoulders. 
At the age of seventy-nine years he submitted to 
the amputation of an ulcerated leg ; but the fever 
which followed that operation conducted him to 
the grave. 

Frederic III. was a prince of an i^^reeable air 
and majestic countenance. He was plain in his 
apparel, moderate in his passions, and so remark- 
ably abstemiou$i that his life is said to have re- 
sembled a continual fast* From his natural 
aversion to war he was sumamed the Pacific, yet 
the inconstancy of his temper often prompted him 
to embark in a quarrel. He was endowed with a 
fund of low cunning, and a tenacious memory^ 
but he appears to Imve been equally destitute of 
courage, resolution, and generouty. It must, 
however, be remarked, that he greatly aggran- 
dised the wealth and power of the house of 
Austria. 

. jy Immediately after the performance of 
•Jj^^^* Frederic's obsequies, Maximilian was in- 
vested with the supreme dignity, by the 
unanimous consent of the electors ; and brought 
with him to the throne all the qusdities requisite 
to signalize a great prince ; being equally adapted 
for the toils of the field, and the management of 
the cabinet. His childhood had been remarkably 
unpromising, and even at the s^ of ten years it 
was expected that he would be eitjier dumb, or a 
perfect idiot : but this infirmity was gradually ob- 
viated, and he paid such unremitting attention to 
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)aftsti|die% thi^ he soon attracted g^csnd admi- 
ration. 

: Shortly after his elevation to the imperial throne^ 
}ie was pressed to enter a second time into the con- 
jugal state, and, after mature deliberation, he es- 
fioused Blanche Maria, sister to the duke of Mi- 
lan, who was equally &med for her personal 
charms and amiable qualities. He then appobt- 
ed his son Philip governor of the Low-countries ; 
and convoked a diet at Worms, where he caused 
a constitution to be enacted for the preservation of 
the public tranquillity, and decreed that the im- 
perisd chamber, which had hitherto travelled about 
with the court, should be stationary. 

Upon the reduction of Naples by Charles VnL| 
the emperor and the princes of Italy engaeed in a 
league against that monarch, and their confederacy 
was joined by Ferdinand and Isabella of Spain. 
Maximilian embraced this favourable opportunity 
to propose a match, which afterwards took placC) 
between his son Philip and the infanta Joanna, and 
. which proved no less advantageous to the Austri* 
an &mily than that of the emperor with the 
princess of Burgundy. 

Meanwhile the king of France, hearing of the 
powerful les^ue that was formed against him, set 
out from Naples to return to his own dominions ; 
but on his arrival at the plain of Fomova, he found 
the allies drawn up to dispute his passage, and he 
was consequently obliged to give them battle. 
Fortune, however, fevoured his arms upon this oc- 
casion, and he pursued his route without further in- 
terruption. 

Soon after these transactions, Ferdinand re- 
covered the kingdom of Naples ; and the emperor 
was earnestly solicited to march into Italy in order 
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foiifttstmte ihe new designs of theJFVench mi 
narch. Maxinoili^n readily acceded to .this re* 
quest, iahd T:rossed die Alp^' with a smaA body of 
ttot^^ ;'bat hi!i expedition proVpd altogether fruit- 
iest, axfd the ^neraHty of the Italimis entertained 
but a cbntemptible opinion of his Capacity aii4 
power. ' ^ * . 

Upon his return t6 Germany, the Fricfslanders 
gave him fresh Cause of vexation, by refusing to 
pay the ordinary tax imposed by the cdet ; and^ 
instead 6f submitdngto the person whom he ap- 
pointed for thdr governor, they rehoiAiced all de- 
pendence upon the empire, and put themselves 
under, the protection of Charles duke of Guelder- 
latid, who WAS ^en engaged in a war with Maxi- 
milian, in order to fecover the investiture of his 
Ikther. About the same dme, Louis Xll., having 
liscended the throne of France, avowed his inten- 
tion ofsei:&ing Milan; and the emperor found it 
indispensably nece^ary to turn his arms against 
the Swiss, who had'b^gun to make hostile irrup- 
tions into the Austrian territoties, and had recent- 
ly renewed their alliance with France. 

Exasperated at the resistance of a people whoih 
he affected to d^^pise, Maximilian ordered a hu^ 
merous army to rehdezvous hear Constance^ 
whence they ^allTed out, |n several small detach- 
ments, to pillage the castles and villages in the 
neighbourhood of Schaffhausen : but whilst they 
were thus employed the enemy rushed upon them 
with irresistible fury^ and put them all to the 
swordv A similar misfortune happened to a body 
of Swabians, who had plundered the cantoris of 
St. Gall and Ap^nzel j for, whilst they were 
triumphing in their success, they fell into an am- 
buscadcy and were cut to pieces. The emperor 
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thenrepftired m person to Coutaace, aod col- * 
lected a body of fmxes coasistii^ of about fifken 
thousand men : but these, together with some 
powerful reinforcements, were ignominlously de-^ 
fbited by their warlike opponents, and Maxinulian 
vms eventually compelled to negociate a peace* 

In the mean time, Louis XIL, having . ^ 
subdued the Mikmese, andcmnpdied the x^q^/ 
king of Naples to resign his sovereignty, 
reserved to cultivate Maximilian's friendship, and. 
actually demanded of that prince the investiture 
of Milan. The emperor was, at first, greatly 
averse to this proposal : bi|t a pecuniary present,. « 
and the proposal of a match* between his grand* 
son Charles and the, princess ClauiUa, efl^tuallf - 
conquered his reluctance. The projected alliance • 
was, accordingly, negociated by cardinal d*Am^ 
boise, though the parties were then in their in- 1 
fancy, and a peace was concluded between the 
cpurts of France and Germany,. by which. the. 
emperor granted the investiture of the Milanese, 
and Louis engaged to assist his ally agaiQst the 
Turks, maintain the rights of his successors to the^ 
longdoms of Hungary and Bohemia, after the. 
death of Ladisl^us, and £u^ilitate his coronation at 
&ome* 

About three years after the conclusion of this- 
treaty, a formidable insurrection broke out among., 
the peasants of Germany ; and this was imme«. 
diately followed by a sanguinary conflict with 
Rupert count Palatine^ who took up arms in 
(Mtier to gain possession of Bavaria, which had 

* This, treaty wa3, afterwards, opposed by the states of 
France ; and the princess Claudia was ig;iYen m marriage tQ 
Charles count of Aogoulesme. 



been bafu^itBa fti Win ^bf W* faffld-^ri^l*^, ' 
though ihe emperor i^btrld hot c6ih'firm *tSait'- 
disposition. During this . trar, the ^cfiuntry "mik • 
literally tatagM #ith fire ahd s\r6iB ; triit a* the' 
eicpira^t::m of five itionths, RtlpCTtdied, and Marxi- 
miliah^ tendered^ b6th'piir6^ to fay dtyvhi their 
arp»5* .• ' ■ \, 

Mfifttiwhile PWHp, arcHdalie of 'Aiistfikj an^' 
titular king of Spain, was seizefi mihi liiortdl 
illness at Burgos, and appointed' Louis Xll. tutor 
tohi»8cm€haricfi, Abtwithstaiiding; the fek^oh he 
hadtbdbuBt the intfegfity of Ch^t Thonaith r but 
this measui^ i^'sult^ ^ from ffie'WVeterate' hatred- 
ht.bofeto FerSirian^, arid tl-8i%tesMdihf that tht* 
Pteiftings Mrdufd' tievfer tbiiieift:* td acfcniowiedgg ' 
tfifc enipetbr as tegchts In tMs i^spectj hbwfeV^i ' 
Phittp wds mistatken, for thi? stj^efftecn nrbvfiicSsj^ 
finding themselves -ftrvolted in a "^dan^erous vs^ar' 
^th the duke of GueldeHacnd, deemed it advii*' 
able to yi^ld the fegericy to Htfaximilian, whb df*' 
Glared his* daughter Wargiiict their governantei 
^§ootai -after 5ife occurrence, Sl^milian ' uncli^i" 
tobk an' expbditicm'into * Italy, fn order tb oppois^ . 
the prbgressbf Lbnfe, irho ^tf sti^pecfed bfa die- * 
81^ to enslave Hiatcbufntry : but^ beingreftised a* 
pafip»:gt through the valley of Trent, he 'i^Ss* 
oWg^ to desist fi^in his entefprt^e, aR^rhiiving ^ 
Sttstdfned considerable loss In an engagement \vith* 
Bartolomteo d^AiVidno; geftetal of the Venfetiaii 
republici' Aiid, * is he Was also disappointed '6f Afi ' 
cbropatnm 4kt Rotne, he laid injunctions up'on all' 
^ tie\tatci«rbf Aeeirhpire', to give hitai'the i^pHBd- 
^ tiOMT 5f «1loflfifth emperor erecfetr-^^ * titR ' 
which has aihce been assumed by all his suc^ 
cessoirst 



Unc^ between y^iH^ :f8Qd MamTO^mf Tji^: 
g^e such ^ml^T^gsc tfh^ F^^nph tq^fi^i^^ 
that heinujjfidiatgly S^m^ th^BroeiBtaf ft:li»git0, 
in order tQ div^^^ the fqrmerV aU the doimaioiis 
|Ae 1)^ usiirp^^ fRQ|ii th« «nipijoB m^ LoiiitMtrdff 
, JTrom Fi^pe ai>4 Sp^in in the Mila^etie afid Apt* 
U^ and fppm thf^ ecc}e^a$tical. s^j^-t^ in:RQniBgiiA« 
The einpf^ror was so i^ fixm opposing tUa 
scheme, that hp f^Qt^redi^jto it with th|» gr?ate$t 
cheerfulness ; ^ijjij ||^j[;jH»hiP^.imi»ifi^,pimr0d so 

^Hpc^^fiji, that .4^ y «w>«tiw>^ §ftflii ^tenite^ 

their t^trjlRftes ^^^ ifm (ifun^m^^Ay^i^mnsm' 
H^% reiJiiPfrf te 5W?fr :jBXtW»ift ttot.tfe^jr 9C0t;a 

clemency^ih,thq>|Pf)($ «»)>9liss(ifi» t^ma» 1 1^ Oimr 

stt^e^. of ^#idii#l f^'.Ai9bi»iii^ ^bp» fihwt this 
tim^^ r^qelygd, .Am WftfiMfiMf^. pf . Mim: in. the 

I^^>a4 ^9iP<Wl^>y<^«a9e4jthf& A]i9> tji^ 
Venetians felt their courage revive, and actually 
.|et$)^.^9i$^iJ««e^;W^I^-|7<^:gi^^ 

.PFRgl^^lf^^ t,tv$,^99^ of ^)%t^.^W9&J^ nian t b»t 
.t}i«3r.4§^i^ Aefl^v^ yf]^ u9«0^]V>pn redohi* 
,|Ji»l|, aijd, by. ^ c^i^sd s^3^« of pcJwiy, piievaited 

on the Roman ppntiff to «^pi|90 lb<eiir ^m^^ At 
:^ji% |ju9^f pJl^th^ FJp^ti|^froI^t«^ie4 an advanta* 

m^m P^<^ pf the 4ni|)^Spq& :a»49 io OSiiMid^^- 
.Jjpnpf forty thoi*w4crpmi8.of goldi he^graofbcd 

ux ami^^sliy fpr.9ll> th^ir pSHgii^r 9xA coofsm^d 
;^^ei^ priyi}«ei^ in ^c i»m ^mpte «»tfuiQr. . 
. Tte :att,eiaapt (^ pog^ Jpli^a tp^ negodf^c^ an a«- 

SI ^WttfBteatfw gmv^. ^rdy fruiUaMai aod;tte 



combined armies of Fratace and Germanjr ftgaift' 
prepared to fill the JtaHan states with carnage and 
consternation* They, accordingly, assembled in 
the neighbouiiiood of Verona, and crossing the Po, 
reduced a great number of plsices by storm. Their 
progress, however, was impeded by a misunder- 
standing between the generals, and it was deemed 
expedient to conclude a new treaty between the 
crowns, in consequence of which the armies acted 
with more vigour and unanimity* 

Julius, finding it impossible to efiect his desigtm 
by mediation, declared war against the French mo- 
narch, on pretence of his having refused to re- 
'Store some towns which belonged to the holy see* 
Hereupon Louis convoiked an assembly of his cler- 
gy, to enquire how for he ought to reject the 
power of the church, which the pope exercised so 
uif justly ; and the assemUy unanimously declar- 
ed that he might repel an unjust attack by force of 
arms, and insist upon the common rights of man- 
kind, according to die decrees of the council of 
Basil. 

This declaration was not more agreed^ to 
Louis than the emperor, who entertained the sin- 
gular idea of procuring himself to be elected pope, 
and had actuidly resolved to borrow a large sum of 
money to purchslse the votes of the cardinals. 
This scheme, however, he kept very secret from 
all but his most intimate friends. 

Whilst the pope was employed against the duke 
of Ferrara, Ixniis and Maximilian sent embassa- 
dors to the king of Arragon, complaining of his 
• conduct, and exhorting him to join their endea- 
vours for the convocation of a.coundl; but he 
answered very coldly upon both these subjects^ 
and endeavoured) by private suggestions) to de- 



faeh ]^A0diaaia& fiooi the interettaof Fnnce. His 
«atteai{>ts, in that respect^ were not altogether un« 
tti^:e8s&il ; ^or the emperor aoon hegan to treat 
his ally with indifference) and eventually declared 
for his enemies* . 

Louis, being now entirely forsaken, was soon 
stuped of all his conquests in Italy^ and found 
himself reduced to great extremities by an inva« 
sk>n of the Swiss and English ; the latter of whom 
had denounced war against him at the mstigation 
of Ferdloand^ and joined the imperial forces in 
Pkardyy where they obtained the decisive victory 
which is generally called the haltle of the spurs* 

Hostilities were carried on with various 
success till^the demise of Louis; when his '^' 
successor Francis L negociated an accom^ 
modation with the emperory and concluded a 
treaty. o£ peaoe with Venice and England* The 
subsequentsuGcess of that princcLin Italy alarmed 
Alazimiliant and iadiK:ed^im to have recourse to 
arms ; but he soon consemed to make peace ; and 
Francis remained in tranquil possession of his im- 
poctant conquests* 

About thisr timet, a circumstance occur- 
red to give rise to the reformation, which yi^^' 
was attended with the most important 
events through the whole empira of Germany* 
Leo X* publbhed general indulgences, in order 
to raise money for the completion of his mag- 
nifieent biuldings at Rome ; and the elector of 
Mentz authori^ the Dominicans to i^eceive the 
money,, and preach up the merits q£ such, a con* 
tribtUton* But the scandalous manner in which, 
these pardons for all sins, pre$»)t and to come, 
were disposed o^ ^ve great offence to ali religious 
persons, and induced Martin LOjther} prpfesspr of 

Vol. XVII- M 
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dii4nitf at WtrleiBbefgy to escppte the abstirdiif 
of such odious traffic. His argumeiits wece vi* 
goroufidy combated by John Thetzel, the psqpat 
agent $ but they inseusibly acquired great popu^ 
iarity) and made so much n(»se that other (Uvine» 
engaged m the ctiiitroyeniy<r 

Both parties were now hested into the roost 
"Holent 8Jteit»tion$ and that which at. first was 
disregarded as a petty quarrel began to assume so 
terious an af^earance^ that the pope thought 
proper to interfere, and, accordingly) cited Luther 
to appear at Home within sixty daya* The elector 
of Ssaony, however^ requested that the reformer 
might plead his cause in Germany, and Luther 
repaired, unckr protection f^ a safe conduct, 16 
Augsburg} but,, instead <xf making any recanta^ 
lion, he boldly aivowod hk resolution of defend^ 
ing hi» doctrines, though all the terrors of the 
dbureh should be denounced against lunu As the 
' legate, however, proceeded to menaces, Luther 
retired privately from Augt^urg, after having in^ 
formed his holiness, by letter, ai the hsarsh treat*' 
ment he had received from cardinal Cajetan, who 
Was justly accused of partiality tewwd his bra* 
thi^n the Domimeans^ 

In the mean time Maximilian exerted all his 
i^littes to procure the election of his grandson 
Charles, who had recently taken possession of the 
Spanish diadem : but, as there was no precedent 
for nominating a king of the Romans previously 
to the emperor's coronation at Rome, he could 
not tibtain the gratification of his desire. This 
disappointment seems to have preyed upon hie 
spirits ; for he was, soon afterwards, attacked with 
a fever, which, being augm^ented by immoderate 
exerdse and an improper regimen, brought him 
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to the grave^ in ^ sixtieth fear of his age, and 
the twenty*sixth of his reign* 

Maximilian was a prince of a rery agreeable 
tippearaoce, and so modest that none of his at^ 
tendants ever sav him without proper covering* 
He possessed a strong passion for literature) ami 
had so tenacious a memory, that he never ibi^ot 
the names of persons whom he had once seen, or 
heard mentioned. His liberality involved him in 
many difficulties ; and his love of bunting exposed 
him to the most iran^inent danger ; Ibri by hit 
temerity in that exercisoy he frequently engaged 
himself among the baaginp^ precipices, and con«- 
imued in that dreadfol situation till the moun* 
Huneers ooidd contrive to lower him down with 
eords. Yet, notwithstanding his bravery, mimi<- 
ficence, and other good qualities, he was so ex* 
Iremely^irreselute, watDumy of his moet impor- 
tant projects miscarried, and bis reign makes but 
antiiMiifTerent figure in the innats of Germany* 
}iis remains were interred, by his own desii^ at 
Neustadt in the circle of Austria* 
. Charles V., son of Philip king of Castile, md 
Joaniia, heiress of Ferdinand the Cathc^c, waa 
born at Ghent in Flanders ; and passed the gneatest 
part of his in£uicy under the earo' of his aunt 
Margaret, govemante of the Low^countries, and 
frith the widow of Charles dubs of Burgundy^ 
He might be said to have served an a^Krenticeship 
to the art of government in the adminiatmtion of. 
Flanders, which devolved upon^ him by the death 
of his &ther ; and Ims talents found cmunderable 
employment in Spun, where, on account of 1m 
mother's insamty, he^assumed the maa^ement of 
affairs before her death* 
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. P Upon the first intelligence of his grand^ 
jjao. Other's death, Charles presented himself 
as a candidate for the imperial throne, and 
(as his partisans observed) the extensive territories 
of the house of Austria, the rich sovereignty of 
Franche Compt6 and the Netherlands, and the 
entire possession of Spain and Sicily, all united to 
hold him up to the first dignity among Christian 
princes* But Francis I. declared himself a com* 
petitor, and with no less confidence of success 
^an Charies. He trusted to his superior years 
and experience ; and urged, as a peculiar recom* 
mendation, that the French cavalry when united 
to the German in&ntry would not only fi>rn(i an 
^irresistible barrier against invasion, but might also 
prove sufficient to crush the augmenting power of 
the Turks. 

Both these claims were certainly plausible, yet 
both were rejected ; and the electors made a ten- 
der of their diadem to Frederic, sumamed the 
Wise, duke of Saxony. But he was so far from 
being dazzled by its splendour that he rejected it 
with noble fimmess, and insisted on the expe- 
diency of raising Charles to the supreme dignity* 
« In times of tranquillity," said the magnani- 
mous duk^, " we wish for an emperor who has 
no power to curtail our liberties : times of danger 
demand one who is able to maintain our sa&ty. 
The Ottoman forces, led by a martial and vic- 
torious prince, are now assembling, and are ready 
to pour in upon our empire with a violence un- 
known in former ages. New conjectures call for 
fnesh expedients. The imperial sceptre must be 
placed in sbme hand more powerful than mine, or 
that of any other German prince. We posse,s$ 
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. iM^tther dominions, revenues, nor authority suf- 
fident to encounter ,sp formidable an enemy* 
Recourse must, therefore, be had to one of the 
n^al competitors* Each of them can certainly 
raise Ibrces for our defence : but as the king in 
Sfiain is of German extraction, as he is a prince of 
the eminre by the territories which descend to him 
from his grand&ther, and as his dominions stretch 
along that frontier which ties most exposed to the 
enemy, his claim, in my opinifm^ is preferable tp 
that of Francis, who, notwithstanding his exten* 
sive power, is a stranger to our language, our 
custjoms, and our country." This well-timed 
speech made a deep impresuon on the minds of 
I tbe electors, and Charles was soon afterward iiip- 

I wtsttd with the imperial crown at Aix-la- 

I Chapelle. 

The first act of Charles's administratioii^ . ^ 
was to i4)point an imperial diet to be held ^'' 
at Worms, in order to oHicert measures 
for chedting the progress of Luther's opinioasy 
which were represented as inimical to the peace 
of Germany, and subversive of the established r^ 
ligion. Luther i4)peared at tiiat assembly, under 
protection of a safe conduct, and, being asked 
whether he would retract or defend the doctrines 
he had reoentiy promulgated, he insisted upon the.N 
truth of what he had advanced, and resisted) with 
equal firmness, the persuasions and remonstrances 
ofthose who tampered with him in pnvate. Some 
of the members of the ^et were h4;hly incensed 
at his perseverance, and urged the emperor to 
violate the safe conduct which he had granted-; . 
but Charles rejected this advice with proper dis« 
dain, and reminded them, «that if good &ith 
were banished from all the rest of the worlds it 
M 3 
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ought to find an asylum in die pataoeft of tmncessJft 
Luther was, thcteibre, permitted to retire im 
safety, though he was, at the same time, coiM 
demned and proscribed, by public e^ct^ as an im- 
pious* heretic, wlio hed broached t^e most per*" 
nicious doctrines. About this time the consti* 
tution was enacted by which Germioiy was divided " 
Into ten circles. 

Previously to the decision of the electors* re-* 
specting sui emperor, Charies and Francis hadcon- 
ducted their rivalship without enmity, and had 
even mingled in their competition many expres* 
sions of friendly regard. Francis, in pardculai^ 
declared that his brother Charles and he were 
openly suitors to the same mistress : ^ The moat 
^rtunate," added he, ^ will gain her, and the 
other must rest contented." But the gUttering 
prize was no sooner adjudged, than the French 
monarch discovered all the passions natural to ^m- 
appointed ambition ; and a spirit of jealou^ wis 
kindled between those two great princes which m* 
volved them in frequent hostilities, and kept dieir 
whole age in motion. 

Meanwhile the Spaniards, chagrined at the de- 
parture of their sovereign, and exasperated by the 
avarice of \he Flemings, who had lately presided 
at the helm of government, entered into an asso> 
elation, which they called The Saocta Juncia ; 
and the sword was appealed to as a means of re- 
dress. Francis considered this as a &vouraUe con* 
juncture for reinstating the &mily of John d' Albert 
in the sovereignty cf Navarre; and a French 
army was immediately sent out under the oom- 
. mand of Andrew deFoix, whose eiTertions were, 
at first, crowned with great success : but on his 
.^rashly penetrating into Castile he was defeated 
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! Mkl taken prisoner ; and Narwere was reooveced 

jn a shorter time tban he had spent in reducing 

1 It • 

I Soon after tlus evoit, Frsnda enoooiAged the 

duke of Bomtton to ma^e war upon the einperort 

and to invade Luxemberg ; but tlus insult waa 

' sooin chastised bf the imperial ferces s and the 

I' French king, who had broken into the Low<» 

I countries^ lost an opportunity of gainingacom* 

plete victory* During these operations a congress 

I ^vas held at Calais, under the mediation <^ Hen^y 

•VIII., king of Ei^laod ; but this pnoved entirdy 
unsttccesaful ; «nd a les^g;ue was soon afterward 
coneluded between the- pope, the emperorf and 
the English monarch, against France* 
' In th€ mean ti9ie> Uie Milanese, weary of th^ 
exactions of mareschal de Lautrec, reaolyed to t^* 
pel the French troops, and put themselvei^ under 
the protection of Francis Sforza, brother to Maxi- 
milian their late duke* This deMgn was entirely 
mpjpfoyed by his holiness, who thundered out an 
excommunication against- Lautrec, and took into 
his pay a numerous body of Swiss* The {Mtpal 
aeroy, commanded by Proi^r Colonna, received 
a powerfid rdnfortement fi^om Germany ; the 
city of Milan was betrayed to the confederates ; 
.Ptanaand Placentia were united to the ecclesi- 
astical state; and of all their conquests in Lorn- 
hardy, only Uie castle of Milan, the town of Cre* 
mona* and some inconsiderable forts, remained in 
the hands of the French* 

Pope Leo X* reodved the news of this brilliant 
success mth such immoderate transport,as brought 
on a fever and occasioned'his death. By this ac- 
cident the spirit of the confederacy was broken, 
and ita operations suspended. The Swiss were 
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bttmediatelf recalled ; some othet nuBrooiariei 
dMonded for want of pay ; and only the Spaut 
iards and a few Germans remained to defend th^ 
MUaiiese. Lantrec, wlu> had taken refuge in th^ 
territdnes of Venicey was anxious to improve so 
fiii/oilraMe an o^rortunity ; but all his efTortf 
were frustrated by the vigilance and ability of 
Gdohiuu 

During these transactions, much discord pce«r 
tailed at Rome re^>ecting the election of a suo- 
cessor to Leo X. Cardinal Wolsey had long re- 
Hed on the emperor's interest ; and Julio de Me- 
dici, Leo's nepfaeW) thought himself sure of the 
tlata; but both these candidates were set aside» 
and cardinal Adrian, who at that time governed in 
the Emperor's name, was unanimously raised to/ 
the papal chair, to the great disgust of the Itaiiaa% 
and the astonishment of all Eurc^. 

Roused by the augmenting power of his rival, 
Francis determined to make a vigorous exertion 
for the recovery of Lombardy ', and, accordingly 
setit a reinforcement of ten thousand Swiss to 
Lautrec* The French commander was now in a 
condition to stot ofiensively, and actually advanced 
within a few miles of the city of Milan : but has 
n€w amdUaries growing mutinous, he was obliged 
to attack the imperialists at Biocca^ where he wa» 
defeated with ptt)digious slaughter. He was con- 
sequently obliged to retire into France; while 
Cdlonna effected the reduction of Genoa, and ef- 
fectually re-established the imperial authority. 

Whilst an English army, under the earl of Surry 
made an unsuccessful descent on the coast of 
France, and the emperor was fiilly employed ia 
tranquillidng the Spanish dominions, Solyman the . 
Magnificent made an irruption into Hungary, and 
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Muced Belgrade. He then turned his arms 
igainst the island of Rhodes, and, after an obsd- 
nate siege of six months, added that important 
I^ce to his former conquests. Cha^^les and Fran*, 
ds were equally ashamed of having neglected the 
itflief of an island which was generally considered 
as the great bulwark of Christendom in the east ; 
and the emperor, by way of reparation, granted to 
the knights of St. John the small island of Malta» 
where they fixed their residence, and continued 
kmg to retain their ancient spirit, though much 
diminished in strength and splendour. 

Adrian VI., though devoted to the interests of 
the emperor, endeavoured to assume the im* 
partiality which became his pontifical character^ 
i^ laboured to effect a reconciliatbn between the 
contending princes. The Italian states were also 
disposed to peace ; and so much regard was paid 
to the pope's proposal of a truce for three yeara» 
that the Imperial, French, and English embassa* 
ddrs, at Rome, were empowered to treat upoa 
that subject f but whilst they were emptoyed m 
fruitless negociations, their sovereigns were con-i 
tinuing hostile preparations, and the confederacy? 
gainst Francis became more powerful than ever* 
Tlie Venetians, who had hitherto espoused the 
French interest, formed enga^^ements with the 
emperor for securing "the Milanese to Francis 
Sforza ; the Florentines, the dukes of Ferrara and 
Mantua, and all the Italian powers, acceded to the 
same alliance ; while the emperor undertook the 
invasion of Guienne, the forces of England and 
the Netherlands hovered about Picardy, and a nu-r 
merous body of Germans was appointed to ravage 
Burgundy* 
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. j^ AUhough the enemies of France had thu^ 
iKi/i caiTied the war into the very bowels of that 
kingdom, Francis still retained his natural 
courage, and determined, even at tliis perilous 
crisis, to make a fresh attempt for the recovery of 
the Milanese. Accordingly he sent an army of 
thirty thousand men across the Alps, under the 
command of general Bonnivet. Colonna was in 
no condition to resist so formidable an enemy ; and 
the duchy of Milan might have been easily re^ 
duced, had not Bonnivet wasted his time in un- 
important enterprises, till the inhabitants recovei** 
ed from their consternation. By his imprudent 
conduct in this respect, his own army was greatly 
diminished, while that <tf the confederates receiv- 
ed powerful succours, and he was compelled to 
make an ignominious retreat, after losing his 
bravest tiiDops in an epgagement at Biagrasseu 
Francis, having defended his native kingdom with 
astonishing success, resolved to march in person 
against the Milanese, in order to wipe off the dis^ 
grace <^ Bonnivct's expedition ; but, althovigh 
he obtained several important ad^tftges, he was 
eventually defeated, and taken pHsoner at th« 
siege of Pavia ; Milan was instantly abandoned ; 
and after a few weekd there was scarcely a French* 
man left in Italy, 

Whatever joy the emperor might have felt at 
this event, he concealed his real sensations, and 
foibade any public rejoicing to be made in his 
dominions; observing, that all victories gained 
over fellow-christiaos were rather objects of 
mourning than of mirth. His confessor believT 
ii^ that he spoke.the language of his heart, ex* 
horted him to release his illustrious captive with« 



(mi fanscmi) as such an act of generosity would 
transmit his name with immortal glory toposte- 
nty, aiid the French monarch woqld thus be ne-^ 
tessarily attached to his interests in future) by 
the strongest ties of gratitude. But, instead of 
following this advice, Charles suffered his unfor* 
tunate nval to remain ia close confinement, and 
profiDsed such severe terms as the jM-ice of his li- 
berty, that he was with difficulty restrained from 
putting a period to his own existence. At lengthy 
however, the emperor thought proper to abate a 
part of his exorbitant demands, and Francis was 
removed to Madrid, where he obtained his liberty 
on condition of ceding Burgundy, and some other 
territories, to his conqueror, and delivering up 
his two sons, the dauphin of France, and the 
^uke of Orleans, as hostages icur the performance 
of the treaty* He had, however, no sooner re* 
tatned to his own dominions, than he protested 
against his recent agreement, as a compulsoiy act, 
aud amiounced his intention of renewing the ope« 
rationsof war* ^ 

Francis was supported in this conduct, by the 
courts of Rome and England ; and a formidable 
confederacy, called the " Hdy League,'* was 
«Qon afterward formed, to curb the dangerous 
power of the emperor, to enforce the libeftition 
of Francis's sons on the payment of a reasonable 
ransom, and to rc'-estaUish Sforza in the duchy of 
'Milan* 

In consequence of this league, Italy once more 
became the seat of war, and the confederate army 
entertained the most brilliant hopes of success: but 
Francis, who it was expected would have infused 
vigour into the whole body, had passed through 
such a scene of distress, that he was becolne diffi^ 
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drntofhtsabifidesy and distnistftd of his fortunck 
He filtered himself that the mere name of such 
a coiifederacy would induce Charles to listen to 
terms of accommodation, and under this mistaken 
idea» peglected to send rdnforcements to his allies 
m Italy* Meanwhile the duke of Bourbon, who 
commanded the Imperialists, reduced the whole 
of the Milanese, and led his victorious forces to 
the plunder of Rome. His attempt upon that dr 
tyj cost him his life ; but his followers soon scaled 
the walls, sacrificed many of th^ unfortunate in- 
habitants to their resentment, and confined the so- 
verdgnpontiffin the castle of St* Angelo. Charles 
f«ceived the news of these transactions with his 
^accustomed dissimulation, and even ordered his 
dei^ to offer up prayers in their churches for the 
pope's liberation ; though he determined to pro- 
long his csifd\iiy till he should pay an enormous 
ransom, and surrender all the places of strength 
in the ecclesiastical dominions. 

The kings of France and England had, 
J * * previously to the sacking of .Rome, agreed 
to invade the Low-countries with a power- 
ful army ; but on the first intimation of the pope's 
misfortune, they transferred the theatre of the 
projected war to Italy ; and Clement obtained his 
UbcTty. But though the confederates were sue- 
cess&kl at the opening of the campaign, their for- 
tune was suddenly changed by some untoward ac- 
cidents ; and Francis was so effectually discourag- 
ed, that he began to turn his thoughts toward a 
pacificaUon. Charles, on the other hand, was 
anxious to return into Germany, where his pre- 
sence was absolutely necessary ; and'^fter s»me 
time, an accommodation was negociated at Cam- 
bfayi by whicb Francis consented to re^gn all his 
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tlaiihis to Lotnbardy, Flanders, and Artois, aiifi 
to pay two millions of crowns as the ransom of 
his sons, and the emperor ceased to demand the 
restitution of Burgundy. Charles also, about the 
same time, concluded a peace with the pope ; and 
having been crowned by his holiness at Bologna^ 
he returned into the empire. 

As Germany had, during the late wairs,. been 
totally distracted by the contentions of the Catho^ 
lies and Lutherans, Charles took an early oppor- 
tunity to convoke a diet at Augsburg, in order to 
stop the spreading of the new tenets, which he 
had been taught to consider as im^noUs and here- 
tical. The Lutherans, however, boldly desired 
him to peruse a confession of their &ith, and 
withstood all his remonstrances with such firm- 
ness, that the diet was adjourned without coming 
to an absolute decision. Some time afterward, 
the emperor, on hearing that the Protestants* 
were dissatisfied with this prorogation, prohibited 
the exercise of any other religion than that of Po- 
pery, on pain of corporal punishment and con- 
fiscation of goods. But this decree, instead of 
intimidating the friends of the Reformation, in- 
duced them to enter into an association of mutual 
defence against aoy attacks on account of their 
religion. 

During^ these transactions, Charles made some 
vigorous exertions for securing the imperial dig- 
nity to his brother Ferdinand, who had recently 
ascended the throne of Hungary ; and, notwith- 
standing the spirited remonstrances of the Pro- 

* The Lutherans acquired this appellatioa from protesting 
■gainst a decree of a diet at Spire, Which was held in pre- 
sence of the archduke Ferdinand, brodior of the emperor. 
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testant princes, he procured him £o be elected kliig 
of the Romans. This measure gave g^at offence 
to the elector of Saxony and his confederates, 
and Germany appeared to be threatened with the 
horrors of a civil war, but the dread of foreign 
invasion induced both parties to unite in defence 
of their country, and an accommodation was 
concluded, by which the emperor promised to 
suspend all sentences pronounced in religious 
causes &r a certain time, and the Lutherans en- 
gaged to afford immediate as^stance 2igainst the 
Turks. 

Charles had at this time received intelligence 
that the armies of that nation were advancing in 
prodigious numbers toward Stiria, . tliat fifteea 
thousand cavalry were already penetrated as far as 
Lintz, and that Solyman had crossed the Danube 
in person at Belgrade* But the treaty of accom* 
modation with the Protestants had produced suck 
genei'al unanimity, that both sects^ appeared to 
arm through emulation, and the emperor soon 
found himself at the head of a hundred and 
twenty thousand men* With these he marched 
against the invaders ; «id had either he or Solyf» 
man dared to hazani a general en^gement, it 
would pi'obably have been decisive of the fate of 
two great empires : but both the emperors seem 
to have entertained fears of eadi othier's power, 
and they took the earliest opportunity of retreating 
to their respective dominions* ^ 
. After making some unsuccessful exer* 

^ ^' tioAs against the Reformers, Charles fitted 
' out a powerful armament^ and undertook 
an expedition into Barbary, in order to reinstate 
Muley Hassein, the exiled king of Tunis, upon 
his throne ; and to chastise the insolence of Bar- 
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bftrossat mho conticaiaHy infested the coa3ts o£ 
Spain and Sidtfym He accordingly set sail with a 
numeiHsus fleet, and his desiga was so well con- 
ducted, that in a short time he reduced the city of 
Tunis, and the fortress of Goletta ; fiberated a 
great number of Christian slaves ; defeated the 
corsair both by sea and land ; aiKi restored Muley 
Hassein to the sovereignty, after that prince had 
acknowledged hkaself his vassal, and engaged to 
support a Spanish, ganiton in the Goletta. 

The king of France took advantage of the em- 
peror's absence,* to revive Ms pretensi<His to Italy ; 
apd though upsupp(»*ted by any ally, he raised a 
fi3drmidable army, under pretence of chastising the 
dnke of Milan §(xt a breach .of Ihicr law of nations, 
2q putting to death his .embassador* Instead, 
however, of marching directly to the Milanese, 
he. commenced hostilities agaipst the. duke of 
Ssivoy, with whom he had some cause of dissa* 
tis&cdon ; and in the course.of a single campaign ' 
stripped him of all his domdnions^ except the pro* 
vince of Piedmont. In thiaexigence the unfortu« 
Rate duke applied to Cfaaicles for protection ; and, 
as his calamities were chiefly;accasioned by his at« 
tachment to the imperial intei?est, he nati&raiiy ex* 
pected immediate assistance; but the emperor, 
who had just returned from his African expe- 
dition, was unable either to march to his relief or 
to send him the necessary succours. 

in the mean time, the death of Sforza duke 
of Milan totally changed the nature of the war, 
and afforded Charles fiiil leisure to prepare for 
taking an active part in the contest. The pretext 
of Jthe king' of France for taking up -arms was now 
removed, but as Sforza had died without issue, all 
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the rights which had been added to him and hni 
descendants reverted now to his enemy. 

Had Francis, at this juncture, enforced his 
claim at the head of his army, Milan must have 
immediately submitted to his authority ; but, by 
an unaccountable &ta]ity, he wasted his time in 
fruitless negociations, while his more politic rival 
took possession of the duchy, as a vacant fief of 
the empire, and even formed a project for the sub- 
Teraion of the French monarchy. 

Upon this occasion Charles appears to have 
been too sanguine* Having chased the forces of 
bis enemy out of Savoy, he led an army of fifty 
thousand 'men to invade the southern provinces of 
France, while two formidable detachments were 
ordered to make an irruption intaChampagne and 
Picardy* Francis was naturally alarmed at this 
invasion ; but he prudently resolved to remain en- 
tirely upon the defensive, and to deprive the ene- 
my of subsistence, by laying waste the countcy 
before them* The mareschal Montmorency, who 
was entrusted with the execution of tliis plan, as-^ 
sfmbled a considerablebody of^ forces at the pon- 
fiuence of the Rhone and Durance ; while Francis, 
with another army, encamped at Valence, higher 
up the Rhone* Aries and Marseilles were furnish- 
ed with strong garrisons, but the other frontier 
towns were evacuated ; such fortifications as might 
have afforded shelter to the enemy wer^ demolish- 
ed ; com, forage, and provisions of every kind were 
carried off; and the country was literally changed 
into a vast desert, from the Alps to Marseilles, and 
fix>m the sea to the confines of Dauphiny. 

Charles was much chagrined at the unexpected 
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diflkniittes which presented ^emselves to his viewjr 
but he still persisted in his resolution, and endea*^ 
voured to revive the sinking hopes of his ofiioersy 
by liberal promises of lands and honours in Framce. 
He accordingly undertook the siege of Marseilles^ 
and used his utmost exertions to draw Mootmo- 
i^ncy* from his camp at Avignon ; tMit^'At the expi-* 
ration of two months, he found it in^K)68&Je to ob* 
tain any advantage, and was, consequently, ol^g- 
cd to order a retreat* The invasion of Picardy* 
was equally nnsuceessfbl. 

The king of f\!ance now abandoned himself ta 
that vain resentment which had formerly tarnisb- 
ed the reputation of his rival* They had frequent- 
ly, in thie course of> their quarrels, given each 
other the lie, and Charles badeven challenged- h^ 
enemy to single ^combat, «nd «ccuied >bim at 
Home of perfidy and^breach of Ittkh* - ^Fnfflcis now 
Exceeded in the indecency of his accusations :. the 
dea^ of the dauphin was imputed to poison ; and 
some obscure hints extorted from one Monteedli^. 
by the torttires ofthei^sick, were deemed BufficU 
ent to criminate the emperor ; though it wasevi* 
dent to all Europe that neither Charles norht^ mi^ 
iii^er& coi^ have any inducement ta perpetrate 
such a ^testable crime, as Fmneis wasstill in the 
vigour of life, and had two-sons beudes the dau- 
phin grown up to years of maturity. 

Not satisfied with this injurious aspersiony^ 
Francis went in person to the parliament of Vejisf 
and caused th&advocate-general^to accuse Charier 
of Austria (meaning the emperor) 'df having vio- 
lated the treaty of Cambray, by which he ^as freed 
from the hoinage due to the crown of France for 
Artois and Flandtrs. The inference drawn from- 
ibis charge impoited>. that, the treaty being now 
N2 
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TCHd, he had been guilty of rebellion in taking arnii^ 
against his liege lord ; and Charles was actually 
summoned to appear before the parliament of 
Paris. 

As this proceeding jailed of its effect, and no 
person appeared^ at the appointed time, from the 
imperial court, the parliament gave judgment that 
the couqt^es of Flanders and Artois were forfeited 
by rebellion ; and Francis marched into the Low- 
countries, as if he had designed to reunite those fiefe^ 
by force of arms, to his crown : but a suspension 
of arms was effected by the interp>osition of the 
queens of France and Hungary, and a truce wasy- 
soon afterwards, concluded at Nice, through tb& 
mediation of pope Paul III. a man of a venerable 
c^racter, and pacific disposiGon. A few days after, 
signing thi truce, Charles was driven> by contrary 
winds, <m the coast of Provence, and was receiv- 
ed by Francis with the warmest demonstrations of 
esteem and affection. Mutual visits i^^ere paid 
with an equat degree of confidence ; and the pow- 
crfal rivals^ who had accused each other of every 
kind of baseness, conversed together with the cor- 
diality of brothers. 

, Whilst the emperor was employed in rot- 
' gulating the affairs of Spain, the citi^ns of 
Ghent broke out into rebellion, on account 
, of a tax which they judged contrary, to their anci- 
ent privileges. Sensible, however, of their inabi- 
lity to resist the force which would inevitably be 
sent against them, they implored the protection 
of the French monarch, offering to put him in im- 
mediate possession of their city, and to assist him 
in recovering such provinces of tlie Netherlands 
as had formerly belpnged to his crown. But Fran- 
cis> forgetful of his past injuries^ rejected these 
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propositions, and communicated the whole. r^/egOH 
tiation to the emperor* 

By this generous proceeding! Francis hoped to 
obtain the investiture of Milan, and the emperor 
flattered him in that apprehension for his own in-* 
terested purposes. His pi^esence being necessarys 
in the Netherlands, Charles demanded a passage 
through France ; and was received in that king-4 
dora with every mark of respect* The Dauphin- 
and the duke of Orleans offered to go into Spain^ 
as hostages for his security ; the king entertained 
him at Paris with the utmost magnificence ; and 
the 'yoQtig princes, whose generous offer had been 
refused wnth due acknowledgment, accompanied 
him to the frontiers of the Low-countries, yet he 
still -found means to evade his promise relative to 
the investiture of the Mil^anese* 

The rebellious citizens of Ghent were nosocmor 
apprised of their emperor's arrival, than they sent 
a solemn embassy to deprecate his wrath ; but he> 
was deaf to their entreaties, and entered the place 
of his nativity at the head of a formidable army» 
as if it had been a hostile city taken by assault* 
Twenty-six of the principal burghers were ex- 
ecuted, as ringleaders of the sedition, a greater 
number were banished, the town was deprived o£ 
its artilleiy, arms, and privileges, and the unfor- 
tunate inhabitants were compeUed to pay a fine oi 
one million two hundred thousand crowns for the 
erection of a citadel and the support of a garrisonr 
which might operate as a futui^ check upon their, 
mutinous disposition. 

Having thus re-established his authority in the 
Low-cduntries, Charles was obliged to turn hia 
attention toward the affairs of Germany. The, 
Protestants, having. made several fruitless applica-. 
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tkNa& for a general council, entreated him to ap« 
point a conference between a select number of 
divtfies of each party, in order to examine those 
points which had been so long and vigorously con- 
tested. After mature deliberation, the emperor 
acceded to this request, and a conference was held, 
with great solemnity, at Ratisbon : but the eccle« 
ftiastics chosen to manage the controversy vfeft 
only able to settle a few speculative opinions, and 
the diet was adjourned to a future period. 

About this time, Charles received the 
J* ' vexatious intelligence of a great revolution 
' which had happened- in Hungary, to the 
detriment of his ^brother's power, and the ag- 
grandiBement of the infidels. However, his weu* 
timisd concessions to the Protestants were pro* 
ductive of such ample supplies, both of men and 
money, as left him under little anxiety about the 
safety of Germany. He therefore hastened to esc- 
ecute a favourite project which he had concerted 
s^nst Algiers, and set' sail, with a formidaUe 
fi^et for the coast of Barbary ; but the weather 
proved so extremely tempestuous, and the Alge'-: 
rines defended themselves with such extraordinary 
gallantry, that Jie was eventually compelled to 
abandon his design. It is said that the famousr 
Hernando Cktrtez, who conquered Mexico, o^ered^ 
on the fbrfeitvre of his life, to return and take 
Algiars ; but this proposal was rejected, and the^ 
emperor returned to his own dominions, extremely^ 
m(U'tified at his reverse of fortune. . " . 

The loss which Charles sustained in this unfoiw 
toaate expedition encouraged the king of France 
to begm hostilities, on which he had for somd* time 
vesdved, in order to chastise the emperor for his 
duplicity relative to the investiture of Jidiian^ «nd 
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ibr the treacherous assassination of two embaa- 
sadors, by the marquis del Guasto, goVemor of the 
Milanese. 

After explaining to all the courts of Eu- • 
rope the heinousness of this injury, the ^ ' 
base conduct of the emperof, and the ab- 
solute necessity of vengeance, Francis be^n to 
«iake formidable preparations for war; andhib 
orders were executed with such dispatch, that 
five armies were soon ready to take the fidd, 
under different generals, and with different de- 
stinations. Charles, on the other hand, levied a 
prodigious number of forces, and even threatened 
to divide the kingdom of France between himself 
and Henry VIII., king of England. But the sub- 
sequent hostilities proved altogether indeeinve ; 
and after some time a peace wjis concluded al 
Crespy, by which it was agreed, that all recent 
conquests shpldd be mutually restored ; that 
Charles should resign his claim to the duchy of 
Burgundy, and Francis renounce all pretensiona 
to the sovereignty of Flanders and Artois ; that the 
emperor should give in marriage* to the dtdce of 
Orleans, either his eldest daughter with the Lov^ 
countries, or the second daughter of his brother 
Ferdinand, with the investitm^ of Milan ; and 
tliat both parties should turn their arms againat 
the ihiidels. 

The emperor was chiefly induced to grant tins 
peace by a desire of humbling the protestant 
princes in Germany, who, with the papal jurisdic- 
tion, might probably throw o£F the impeml «u* 



* The death of the duke o£ Orleans aooa difeDUi|tle4 
Charles from this stipulation. 
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thoritf • He accordingly concluded a dishonorable 
peace with the Porte ; and, at the same time, en- 
tered into a league with pope Paul III. for the ex- 
tirpMioa of heresy. His ambition, however, met 
with a rery severe check ; for, although his arms 
were for some time crowned with success, he was 
obliged, in the year 1553, to conclude a peace with 
the Protestants on their own terms* ^ 

During the conflict between Charles and the 
Protestants^ Martin Luther died at Isleben, in the 
sixty^thtrd year of his age, and bis remains were 
interred with great magnificence at Wirtemburg. 
He Appears to have been blest with extraordinary 
eiMbwments, and he certainly withstood the 
WHledfbroes of die papaV world with astonishing 
finnhess and intrepidity. Pious in his dep6rtment, 
aeafcnas in his ministiy, and inde&tigahle in the 
gceat work of reformation, he was equally be^ 
loimA by fais followers and drekded by his en^nies* 
His'dioi^tfr were always beat on some important 
design^ and he seems to have had no ambition, 
except ii> the service of his God. His works were 
collected into seven volumes folio, after his de- 
ecase, and must ever be admired by those, friends 
of Christianity who consider the age in which he 
Mve0, the numerous difficulties he had to en-» 
counter, and the beneikial effects vrhich resulted 
from his well-timed exertions. 

But'toretUmlinbm this digression* Charles had 
no flooner made peace with the Protestants, than 
he -began to regret the loss of Metz, Toul, and ^ 
Verdun ; and resolved to attempt the recovery of 
these Inshoprics, by force of arms* Accordingly, 
b»- tow e d a n ^awny »ef Mty thousand men, and 
prevailed on Albert of Brandenburg to join him, 
witbJ a( veiy strong reittfopccment ; but after spend- 
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trig almost sixty dafs before the wafisof Meta, 
and losing upwards <^ tbtrty thousand men, by the 
fitford of the^ enemy and inclemency of the wea- 
ther, he .was compelled to abaodon the enterpnseb 
To add to his misfortunes, he, at the same time, 
lost the footing which he had hitheito maintained 
m Tuscany ; and the mal^administmtion of hh 
9lberoy in Naples threatened that kingdom wit& 
the most dreadful calamities* 

Exaspehat^by these disasters, and impatient to 
obliterate the stain which his military refutation 
•had received^ before Meta, Qharles retired into 
the LowK^ountrieB, ' and. carried Tecouanc and 
Hesdin^by assault. Ih. Italy, however^ the ii» 
petial aniis were less su^cea^l, and the Turks 
continued to augment their conquests in Hungaryd 
'After the war hMd been -canied on for some tinw, 
with vanoua suopesisty a troca . iar five yean was 
c(»iduded between tiie en^ierpr and Henry IL^ 
king of France, on condition that both parties 
shotdd retain the terntories . whibh they had aK 
present in possession, c' 

Shortly after the cessation of hostilities^ the 
enipecor,. finding his health vapidly decMoe^ dieter* 
mined to relinquish the biirthefi of goyecninent $ 
and accordingly recalled his son, on whoiii> at Ins 
recent marriage with ^^ry queen ai £ngland, he 
had bestowed the kingdonis of Naples and Sidly, 
together with the duchy of Milan* Having as- 
sembled the states of the Low-countries at &u»» 
sels,* he explained the reasons of his resignatioii, 
recapitulated the most important actions of hb life, 

<■!>■ — ■ fiiiiiiiM III ,tm u rill I III 11 III ■ n iw 

* See a -further account of the emperor 't rengnation IS 
•^ol. xy. p. a66. 
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and traDsferred the sovereign authority to Philip 
with such unaffected magnanimity and paternal 
affection, that the whole audience melted into 
tears* A few weeks after this solemnity, Charles 
conferred all his royalties and signiories, both iH 
Europe and America, upon his son ; reserving no* 
thing to himself but a pension of one hundred 
thousand <;rowns, to.be deducted from the revenfl 
. of Spain. 

After making some ineffectual attempts 
J ' to secure the German princes in the inter*- 
* ests of Philip, Charles made a formal resig- 
nation of the empire to his brother Ferdinand, 
and immediatdy set out for Spain with a chosen 
retinue. On his landing at Laredo, he prostrated 
himself upon the earth, and, kissing it with fer- 
vor, exclaimed, \0 my. beloved country, may 
heaven shower down its blessings upon thee : nak- 
jed I came from my mother's womb, and naked I 
return to thee, thou common mother of mankind ! 
in return £br all I owe thee, I devote to thee my 
flesh an^ my bones, the only offering I have now 
to bestow." 

• Previously to his arrival in Spain, a small build- 
ing had been annexed to the monastery of St. 
Just, consisting of six rooms ; four of them in the 
form of friars' cells, with naked walls ; and the 
other two hung with brown cloth, and furnished 
in the most simple manner. Thither Charles re- 
tired with only twelve domestics ; and there, after 
a peaceful sohtude of about two years, he re- 
signed his breath, in the fifty^ninth year of his 
age. His body was interred at Granada, near 
those of his grand&ther and grandixiiother ; but it 
was afterwards removed to the Escurial) by order 
of Philip IV. 



Charles V. was of a middle stature, with blue 
eyes, sandy hair, an aquiline nose, and pointed 
chin* He understood six languages, delighted in 
reading and drawing, and was passionately fond 
of martial exercises. The oi*gies of Bacchus seem 
lo ha^ had no c^rms Ibi* Mri ; and th6tigh toc> 
often led into irregnto^des by his love of the fair 
aex, he carefully concealed his weakness, lest he 
aboruld cneoiin^ it in iSdier« by his example. 
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CHAPTER IV. 



/root tke Abdkation of Charles V. m the Peace jf 
We^phaMa* 

T^ERDINAND, brother of Charles V., was 
■*• bom at Alcala dc Hcmares in Spain, where 
he spent the chief part of his youth, and applied 
himself with extraordinary attention to the study 
of the belles-lettres. By the advice of cardinal 
Ximenes, however, he was sent into Flanders ; and 
the celebrated Erasmus was employed to finish his 
education. On his marriage with the princess 
Anne of Hungary, he received all the German 
territoiies of the house of Austria, from the libera* 
Bty of his brother ; and his subsequent good for- 
tune enabled him to ornament the two heads of 
the imperial eagle with the crowns of Hungary 
and Bohemia. 

The late emperor's act of renunciation having 
been unanimously approved by the electors, they 
transferred to Ferdinand the imperial dignity, and 
took the accustomed oaths of allegiance. The 
Roman pontifF, however, refused to admit the ab- 
dication of Charies, or the election of his brother, 
because both of these events had tsdLen place with- 
out his concurrence. He even refused audience 
to Don Martin de Guzman, whom Ferdinand had 
sent to take the usual oath in his name ; and ap- 
pointed certain cardinals to examine into the merits 
of the affair. These commisisaries declared that 
the embassador could not be admitted to any 
Midieiioe) imtil he should have demonsitntted m 
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what manner the imperial throne became Yacanty 
and by what right Ferdinand pretended to the sue* 
cession ; as all the recent proceedings at Frankfort 
were null and void, because carried on by heretic 
electors, without the consent of his holiness. Fer- 
dinand, however, paid but little -regard to this de- 
claration ; for he considered the ancient customs 
of soliciting the papal confirmation and going^ to 
receive the imperial diadem at Rbme as superfltt* 
eus ceremonies* His indifiference upon this occa- 
sion was not productive of any disagreeable conae- 
fences ; for, on the death of Paul IV., which 
happened shcntly after the election, he received tim 
confirmation of his new dignity from Pius IV* 

Ferdinand, being desirous of settling the ^ 
aiBBairs of the empire, convoked a diet at ^'^ 
Augsbtirg, and earnestly exhorted the 
princes and states to submit to an oecumenicfd 
council, as the only probable means of reestablish- 
ing the union of Germany ; and he pledged hia 
word that they should be mate £aivourably heard in 
that assembly than they had been in the council of 
Trent. The Protestants refused to accede to this 
proposal : but Ferdinand continued to solicit the 
pope for convoking a national council ; and after 
some time his holmess published a bull for renew- 
ing the council of Trent, whither all |»ince8, pre- 
lates, and ambassadors, were invited* 

On the publication of this bull, the ProteHanta 
assembled at Naumberg in Saxony, where they 
were visited by two nuncios, whom the pope had 
. sent to invite them to the council* But, though 
they received the papal ambassadors with great 
politeness, and listened to their harangue with 
profound attention, they firmly refiised to attend 
a council which the pe^ had iio.p^wertocoah^ 
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In t()e m^n time, Ferdineffid managed biA Uite*' 
i:e9ts SQ successfully in a diet at FnsikBartj that hi^ 
son Maximilian, . who had already received Iht 
f^Fown of Bohemia, was uncoumously elected king 
>f the Rpmansf H^ likewise took this opportuni- 
ty of attempting to persuade the Protestants ta 
sutH3(|it to a general council ; but finding them in«> 
S^xibte, he resolved to tak^ another method to ter-> 
minate thop^ diss^Mssion^ which had »> Mg diiSh 
tmcted his en^pire* A^Qoridiiiglyf wijlj^ the amet-* 
:dnce of Charks IX^ king of Fratice^ he concerted 
a remonstrance to the i£theF9 of the council, ex- 
horting ihi^m to uudert^ a reformation aa»ong 
the ecc}e9ia$(i«^ whose deptvi^ty afibnled a aob^ 
jpcl of ui|iver9»l ^ijn^UlMk ; hut th^ pope would 
not allow th^ isonncil t«> lake eognteadce of an afv 
ifir whieli he afifmed to bi^long to hia own , pe^i^ 
^r provincef Thi# waa tte laat pobUc act la wUch 
f eitUnand was icnn^rned ; for he was sooo afters 
ward attached by a diaorden which pvit a peiiod to; 
lua life, m the sixty^first year of hia age and the 
figlHthof hi^reigfV 

. F(irdinand was justly &med for hia remarkable 
€(|uitXi pr^pn<^> munificence, and imwearied ap^ 
plication to bnainesa* Though zealously attached 
19 {tba Jl^HiaiK^athoUe feligion, he ncv^r attempt- 
^ to f^&Tce obedience 1^ the terrors of his au<* 
li^ofity i but exei'ted himaelf, whh unremitting 
^iiS^Qce, to reconcile the theological differencet 
p{ hia subjects by argument and peniuaaion. Ho 
l^qued hims^elf on a rigid observance of his word | 
|i^ he ^re a striking instance of hia punctuality 
ill tbal. reypeet} by bi^atowisg a recompcnce on asi 
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officer whO) after the promise, had rendered iiim- 
self unworthy of it. " I owe," said he, ** a greater 
respect to my own word, than to the merits of 
him to whom I have pledged it." His remains 
W€re interred at Prague, near those of his consort 
Anne, with whom he had lived in the utmost har-^ 
mony of conjugal affection. 

Maximilian ascended theimperial throne 
in full possessicm of all those amiable quali- ^^ ' 
ties whic^ adorned the character of his fa- 
ther. Like him, he preferred pacific expedients^ 
in all disputes, especially those of religion : ob« 
serving that spiritual affairs ought not to be deter<« 
mined by the sword; and affirming that those 
who held a contrary opinion were enemies to 
union and tranquillity. 

After a successful exertion against John Sig^s- 
mund, who had assumed the title of king of Hun- 
gary^ Maximilian convoked a diet at Augsburg^ 
where he Offered several proposals for strengthen- 
ing the peace with the Protestants, for executing 
the preceding regulations in the empire, and foe 
granting such succours as should be sufficient ta 
oppose the progress of the Turks. I^ope Pius V.,^ 
however^ was alai^ed by the convocation of this 
diet ; and ordered cardinal Commendori to forbid 
the discussion of any religious point, under pain of 
excommunication.r 

Having obtained a subsidy for the maintenance 
of a. numerous army, Maximilian marched, at th« 
head of eighty thousand foot and twenty thousand 
horse, into Hungary, where Solyman had invested 
Zighet. But, being persuaded to remain on ihe^ 
defenave, he had the mortification to witness the 
reduction of that town ; and imprudently re- 
treated to Austria, while the i&fidels were throwii 



ISO 6EftlCA«r« 

ioto c6iiif«nifttio& by tbe vuddcB dbuii of tbei r 
florereign, which wds oeeamoned by an apoplexy* 
The empetor however piacad such ttrang garm 
aoBs in most of the principal towns of Hnagaryi 
that Selim, the son cf Solyman^ thought proper to 
conclude a trace fi>r twelve years» On his return 
from this expedition) MaximtliBn omdamned John 
Fr^d^riC) duke of Saxony, to perpetual imprbon* 
ment) for having granted a protectioR to Griminal% 
and levied troops under the vain hope of seizing 
the impenal throne* Afaout this time also the 
Protestants of Austciar were indiilged in llbeirty of 
eonadencc^ and thejemperor made lome ngoni 
011^ though inettse<iial| eaeertlBOson hehaif of thoso 
hthabhaotsof the Netheifands whoee seUgkn min 
jected them to the vengeaiioe of tfafS court of 
Spain- 
After poocauring his eldest son Rodoiphus to ho 
elected king ci the Roasens ana aoknoa^edgod 
aa his successor to the craWna of Udngary and 
Bohemia, Maximiiiaa hopOd to have obtstDcd ^ 
kingdom of Poland for his second sob ; and ho 
oetnalfy ande prepaiadoas ftr aaserdng bb dahn 
hy &rce of arms. Bat his prafopt was soon in* 
terrupted by ^daatempetv which induOed hias to 
idmquish all worldly afifdrs» and devote hia 
llrasigtits emmly to the conteiDplatisii of a fiitwo 
state* He had for some time bom acooatoaaed tm 
disGouiae, In kis fiNsifiar parties, opon the tmmor- 
tality of the soul; and he enoonntemd the teraoni 
of death with perleot r ea ig natwn, in the fiikkth 
yevi^ hisage. 

Maxknilian II* appeaas to btnre been one of ibm 
most amiable princes that ever swayed theim^ 
penal aoeptne* No individual e«er complained mi 
liavifig hc»rd 4^hawh expreiaiQA fram his 1^ f 
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mat ever dtputed dMttiified from Us Attdknet* 
So regular were his economical arrangenifiiitai 
ibat to everf mt of his li& lis t^proiniate hour 
»a9 aUatled 9 and eiwry dny, Afi0P itinlicry the 
meatiest of his subject was »t libertf Id appiwnh 
hnn* A feithfial husfatiidi an afibctlobate fmroit^ 
and a fiaasionaltt lover of truth, his example had 
comidbenibie influenee on the maimere of his pe<fe» 
pie, and the emi^ire flourished in a peculiar maa* 
ner under his adnitiiittratioa. 

On the demise of this illnatnom pcinm, . ^ 
his eldest son aooeeedcd <o t)w empire by '^ 
thei^MneofBodolphusIi. rand the first 
aote of his gMismment were faknliirri to pre« 
fispytt the peace ei fi«is9af>74 ansl to provid) a 
posrerfiii issistatKe agsiort the TvakB. But, ^ 
dioue^ be inkeritttd many af his fiither^s nrtiiA% 
his mad for the Romvi fidtk cfmntipped the 
hosnds of charity >; sod he tendemd hinisctf m* 
Uier uapopulas, by kyiagthis Amiftan Pnlte^teols 
^vnds^* smnd mstiictiina itt the eaennar «f tiwir 
wHgJnn* 

Aannrath IIL^ an 9ioiation of ^ Uttioe wi^h he 
had ponobided ^aath the eaipampr^ madean bO!** 
tile ;i ti a w ias ti htto Cssa^ai aad Msaged the eauH* 
tiy with fine aod sannL Heimippii Hiado^iis 
aaat put m «inf ^ foity thoosaad itien, wUdki 
aeon attacked Hie iiilidds» aear the abbey of £iffog| 
and defeated thun with pnadigious siaiighieBi 
Jlmiivath aaade some vigenos attempts to aa* 
tsie^e this nusfiivtune; hiM^ ^ctoity coiBtiniEied to 
hofi^rever the imperial standanl^ and the Turin 
w^m again discoHifited, ^wkk the loss of twdva 
thoiiaaDd naeiu Tiie«a4iero|^te«leQ«nt«@eB«ial 
also recovered twelve strong castles^ aad^noanei* 



pated a prodigious number of Christians front 
slavery. 

After obtatnhig some fresh su{^ies from a diet 
at Ratisbon, the emperor returned to Prs^e, in 
order to prepare for the defence of Hungary, as 
the grand vizir Sinan,. general of the Turks,, had 
compelled the archduke Matthias to raise the siege 
of Graan ; made himself master of the fortresses 
0fThata and St. Martin; ^nd prevailed on the 
governor of Javerin to betray his trust for a consi- 
derable sum of money* . 

Sinan's progress was soon checked, by a 
isq6' i^iofoi'^i^^ii^ "which the emperor sent to 
his brother Matthias, and the infidels were 
defeated m seiwral engageinents ; but the ensuing 
year was not so fortunate to the imperialists* 
l^hammed IIL, who had succeeded Amurath 
in the Ottoman emfMre, resolved to signalise the 
commencement of his -reign by some great exe- 
pint ; and accoltiingly marched with an army of 
a hundred and fifty thousand men. against Agriay 
one of the most impQrtant places in HighHunga* 
vy* At first the garrison made a resolute defence ; 
but, growing impatient at the delay of an expect- 
ed reinforcement^ they compelled the governor 
to surrender upon dishonourable conditions. This 
baseness, bowers, was. amply revenged; for 
the Turks had no sooner entered the place thaa 
they violated the cafutulation, and put the whole 
garrison to the sword. After the reduction, of 
this-'place, and a sanguinary conflict whh the 
aschduke Manmilian, Amurath returned to Con-> 
stantmople ; and, by that retreat, gave the impe* 
rialiats an opportuni^ of reoovermg several impor- 
tant fortresaes. 
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11)6 war ivfis eai«ied oa With FarioHt «iic« 
dbss for afaottt Okie yean ; bet aa no advan- fsoS^ 
U^s were gained by either party which 
eoald Justify nieh a {nrodigioiit eAnkm of blood) 
both sides began to think of pcace^andan aecom* 
modation waa at length eomohided between tha 
emperor and saltan Achm^t, the suoeeasor of Mo 
hammed, by which it was agi«ed that tfie Tutlu 
should forbear from making incursions on thtt 
Christians ; that both parties thoutd mmoaliy send 
present^ to each other ctery thnre years ; thad diey 
should retain their Mapectt^e con^ueita ; tmA that 
they shonld not attadc each otberon attypretenco 
ionng the term of twenty yean. 

ShoKly after tftie ratification of tlua twaty, die 
slates of Hungary assembled at Fresbarg, and 
elected the archduke Matthka for their king, oo 
condttioQ that he should canfimi ril their pii^ 
leges, and indulge them with the Ubevty cf M* 
ftssing the vefornied rel%ion* Many of the so* 
hcBE^ana also deterasned on a; idmilar measaMi 
and actual^ pereuaded Matthiaa to march into 
Ihehr country at the head of a ntunerdos army* 

These proceedings werfe extnemely 4isagfee' 
able to the emperor, who had eonoeiv«d a slight 
jealoufty of lua brother ; and it was expected that 
some serious consequences weuld take place. 
But these were haj^Iy pravented l^ the inteiyo* 
iition of the prhiees ; afid, after seese tkne, a 
tfeaty waa oonchided, by which Rodolphiia yicM* 
ed Hungary and Austria to the archduke, aod efCfi 
piromis^d to secure Uaa in the succession to Bohe^ 
mia, provided he himself should ^without male 
issue. ^New disputes, however, seon hioke out 
between ^e royal brothen ; and the emperor waa 
so perpetnaOy harassed, that in the year 1641 ha 
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ceded Bohemia, by an authentic deed, to Mattl^as, 
and ordered the states to acknowledge him as his 
successor in that kingdom. 
, After this transaction the emperor became me-* 
huicholy and distrustful, and secluded himself in 
the retirement of his palace, tilt he was seized with 
a disorder which put a period to his life, in the fif- 
ty-ninth year of his age, and the thirty-sixth of hia 
reign. 

Rodolphus.was of a middling stature and agreea« 
ble aspect ; remarkable for a peculiar swee.tnes8 of 
temper, delicacy of judgment, and extent of un- 
derstanding. With these advantages he ascended 
the imperial throne ; but in the sequel he proved 
himself altogether un^t for that exalted station. 
His chief attention was devoted to the study of 
chemistry and mechanics, insomuch that his pa- 
lace was always filled with chemists, and he fre- 
quently spent whole days at the shops of clock- 
midcers, turners, &c. He also passed many lei- 
sure hours in his stables, and often went thither in 
the dress of a groom, to shun the notice of the 
public. His body was interred in. the cathedral 
church of Prague. 

Matthias, having received his brother's 
1612, ^^^^ ^^^ ^^® electors, fixed his resi- 
dence at Vienna, and exerted himself to re- 
establish the tranquillity of the empire. This he 
in a great measure efiected ; and he had also the 
good fortune to persuade the Persians and Russi- 
ans to participate the burthen of a war against the 
Turks. But, by his prooiring the crowns of Hun- 
gary and Bohemia for his cousin Ferdinand, he oc- 
casaoned much disturbance and effusion of blood. 
Ferdinand had no sooner received the sceptre of 
Bohemia} than he declared himself inimical to tbe^ 
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sectaries, who were very numerous in that king« 
dom ; and both the Protestants and Catholics soon 
perceived that his grand object was to weaken 
their party, for the purpose of obtaining absolute 
authority. A general revolt was the consequence 
of this discovery ; and, though the emperor as- 
sisted his cousin with the bravest troops of Ger« 
many, the Bohemians defended themselves with 
extraordinary resolution, and often caused the ba^^ 
lance of victory to waver. 

After this confiipt had continued some time, the 
states of Silesia entered into a strict alliance with 
^e Bohemians ; which measure proved the source 
of a war that ravaged Germany during the space 
of thirty years. This misfortune, together with 
the loss of his beloved empress and the obvious 
discontent of the Austrians, had such an effect up- 
on Matthias, that he sunk into a languishii^ dis- 
temper, which terminated his life in the sixty* 
third year of his age and the eighth of his reign* 
On his death-bed he called Heaven to witness, that 
his chief desire had been to re-establish peace ia 
Bohemia ; and he reccMnmended to Ferdinand, as 
an excellent rule of conduct, the Mowing max« 
im :— ^< If you wish, your subjects to be happy utt* 
der your government, do not let them feel the foil 
force of your authority." 

Upon the demise of Matthias, the imperial 
crown was offered to Maximilian duke of Bava- 
ria ; but he prudently refused a present which 
must inevitably have subjected him to the venge- 
ance of the house of Austria : and, after some 
time» Ferdinand was proclaimed king of the Ro*" 
mans, with the accustonied ceremonies* 

The Bohemians were so hig^y exas- 
perated at this election, that they imme- ^^j^* 
^^itcly . leDOOQced all alle^ance to Fer* 
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dtaAnd, 0.nd beston^ his dzadem upon Fredeiis^ 
tteeleolorPftl^tine^ Tluttpiineeppevailedoiithd 
kin|^ of Sweden and Dcmark to espouse Im 
eauBe ; bttt, wiitle he teniamed in expecteHiicia of 
thetr assfstanee, iie ^rss atteiif defeated by the 
in^>eisaiBt8y pat uftder the ban of the en^pire, and 
despviyed ef aUh» sliatesk Gabor .also, whoin the 
tfanperor faad^ift a moiiaent of diffibalty, ixknow* 
kdged aa kkig 0f Hu^f^ai^t ^os bow coiiipelled to 
resign his i^gal dignity ; the king of Deiimaitit 
WBB despoded of all fan CH^ei^qpianic possessions, 
aiidA:oiilui6d mthki hid puistnie boundavies ; and 
Maoafeldy the galhont general wbx} bed long nou^ 
ctahed'the vHtrtial acdoor of the Btriienianis, fella 
itictiiii to u&oonqucirable giia^* 

TheseoMicdeiaiiRe nhwtagss^aeenMsd to yrotnistf 
JPenitnaBd a ooaajplete^ tnttnpii ; but his hoipeM 
{HKM^iilhisifve, and a .tnmendbos fiftonn sdon fol' 
iemwd A» sun^^ftdne of BccunCgp^ The court of 
Vikaams^ ettbcMbiFied by mcccas^-My ^lofiger dis^ 
tembked- its/ design of a^psesshlg the PTotestant 
)nd]giea^< eslii^fttshing thelihesties of the empke, 
and AOMieBing )lhe imperial diadeiKl rhereditary in 
Ihefbouse oi Aiaiditia* Gtaamsasy ooB8e({uentiy be^ 
gW tatoemble*^«ith ifhe apponfaensioii 6f i^amh 
suhje(^«» ; {the Pfotestamh «M»re ei^eoiattf to^ 
the alarm; and cardinal BidicSisu, anxious to 
hmiiblBithe Aufiferidn gi^tness, «adted the public 
iaqoittoie^ and drnnented die diBooattent of Gusta« 
fUs AdolpfausiK kii4r of Swredin^' sHao had4»eea in* 
suited/by thB^empeDer. 

Hlchcdieu'a plans iMem>atended widi compiete 
suficeMU The Pratntaote aad Cad^olics, laying 
aside their theological disputes, €(H»piMsd toge^ 
ther fbr ^e- dimimitiini x>f Fcfduumd^s power ; 
the cour4» of iFfsneeiand Engfauid'Cheerfelly em« 
bafked ia:jae j8MB»<c8i«ie;; rtndtOnrtavue nn^ttdr 



with the impetui^ity of a terrenty iitlo Ger- 
many* 

Having made himself master of several places 
of importaiMfe, and engaged in a treaty with the 
landgrave of Hesse uid the electors of Saxon jr 
and Brandenburg, Gustavus made preparations 
ioT engaging count l^ly, general of the imperial 
forces, who was then encamped in the fields of 
l^eipsic. Accordingly the two armies (each- con- 
sisting of about forty thousand men) were drawn 
op in order of battle, and a most obstinate conffict 
ensued ; but victory eventually declared in favour 
of the Swedes and their aUies^ and the imperialists 
were defeated, whh the loss of seven thousaikd 
six hundred men, besides five thousand who were 
made prisoners. One hundred pair of colours 
and -many standards, together vrtth all the 'bag* 
gage and are^llery, fell into the^Jmndscof the-con* 
(]uerors* 

'The immediate consequence oPthis victory was 
the reduction of Letpsic, wli^h- had been wrested 
from the elector of Saxony : and Gustavus ex* 
tended his conquests with such surprinng rapidity, 
that he soon made himself master of the- whole' 
country from the Elbe to the Rhine, compn^heitd* 
ihg a space of near one hundred leagues, fellof 
fortified towns. ' Erfort in Thuringia, Wirtzburg, 
and aU the strong places of Franooniaj* ehlded his 
resentment by timely submissions ;rMent2 sur* 
rendered, af^er a short r^istance ; 'afid^the-incto- 
rious prince erected a pyramid upon te; bsnks of 
the Rhine, that posterity might know-how fiir he 
had conducted his heroic followers. 

• These successes were soon* follow^ by 
a general revolution in favour of the con- -^j^' 
queror ; and Ferdinand saw himself in 

VoL.xvn. p 
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danger of beii^ besieged in his cs^tal, or chased 
from his dominions. In this exigence his minis- 
ters represented) that the most prudent expedient 
for re-establishing his affairs would be to deprive 
Tilly of his command, and bestow it upon a gene- 
ral of superior ability. This advice was accepted ; 
and Walstein duke of Fridland, who had been un- 
justly disgraced) was now recalled to defend his 
country. 

Notwithstanding this regulation, and the subse- 
quent exertions of the emperor, Gustavus contin- 
ued to ealai^ his conquests ; and the wreath of 
laurel which adorned his brow seemed to acquire 
fresh .verdure in every engagement. Having re- 
duced a considerable part of Franconia and ex- 
pressed his intention of penetrating into Bavaria, 
he received intelligence that Tilly had prepared to 
dispute the passage of the Leek ; but he persist- 
ed in his deiugn, and opened such a prodigious 
fire upoa the imperial regiments, that they were 
soon dispersed with dreadful slaughter, and Tilly 
himself waa mortally wounded. 
. While Gustavus was employed in the reduction 
of Munich, Walstein reduced all Bohemia under 
the dominion of the emperor ; but the recollec- 
tion of his private wrongs predominated in his 
xnind) and he obstinately refused to adopt such 
measures as imght have facilitated the restoration 
of a general peace. He even permitted his troops 
to ravage the Upper Palatinate, as if it had been 
an enemy's country ; and instead of attacking the 
Swedes while they were greatly inferior to him 
in numbers, he contented himself with cutting off 
their convoys, and interrupting their foraging 
parties. 

Meanwhile Gustavus received such numerous 
ranforcements, that he soon found himself at the 
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kead of sixty thousand men, and made immediate 
preparations forttttacking the imperialists in their 
camp. An engagement accordingly ensued, in 
i^rhich both parties distinguished themselves by 
extraordinary exertions for the space of ten houi*s ; 
but, though every regiment in the Swedish army 
marched up to the attack in its turn, Gustavuis 
found it utterly impossible to force the intrench- 
ments. He therefore resolved ta effectuate a re- 
treat ; and, seeing no geneml officer near him, he 
called to an old Scottish colonely who had quitted 
Hs service in ^sgust, and earnestly requested 
that he would wave his resentment upon tliis occa-^ 
sion, and exert himself for the ssfeVf ^^ ^^ 
troops* The veteran immediately rushed into the 
very hottest part of the battle ; delivei%d the or-^ 
ders of Gustavus ; and conducted the retreat with 
ftuch order and ability, that the imperialists, durst 
not venture a pursuit. But he affirmed that this 
wa»the last service he would everrender to an un- 
grateful prince j and he actually retired to his owh 
country, in contempt of all the offers which the 
king of Sweden made in order to retain him in his 
service* 

After this engagement, Gustavus marched tb 
Naumbu^i^, where he received intelligence that 
Papenheim had been detached from the imperial 
army to conduct six regiments ' to Cdogne ; an4 
that Walstein had retired to Lutzen, at the dis- 
tance of two leagues from Leipsic* The king was 
elated by this news, and immediately set out to 
attack his enemies, who had thus imprudently 
weakened their forces. On his arrival at Lutzeft 
he arranged his troc^s in order of battle, and next 
norning commenced the assa<:^t with such irreuaW 
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ible iuiyt that the imperialists wer^ driven from 
the place where their cannon was mounted : but 
this post was retaken in half an hour, and the 
Swedes were compelled to give way in their turn* 
Alarmed at this circumstance, Gustavus alighted 
from his charger, and, putting himself at the head 
of his regiments, ^ If," said he, ^< after^ having 
forded so many rivers, scaled so many walls^ and 
reduced so many fortified towns, you have not 
courage to defend me, at least make one effort to 
stand and witness m)r death«" This speech pro- 
duced an instantaneous effect upon the fleeing 
tix)ops, who now &Ged about, and renewed the bat- 
tle with such resolution as to gain the artillery and 
force the intrenchments of Walst^'s camp : hot 
while they were thus employed, their gallant so* 
v^reiga was slain by a party of cuirassiers. 

TluB fiital accident, together with the aiu 
j^r:* rival of count Pi^nheim, seemed to threat- 
en the Swedes with the most fiital oonso* 
qumiees ; but they stood dieir ground with uhp 
daunted firmness ; an^ continued the ccmibat with 
unremitting fury, till the imperialists were eveiW 
tually defi^ated, with the loss of six thousand men 
and all- their cannon* Next morning the king's 
body was found, stripped and mangl^on Sx^ 
iield-pf battle ; whence it was conveyed to Stock- 
Mm wiUi-great solemnity. 

ypoB the demise of Gustavus, the emperor was 
advised to publish a geiiieral fminesty, ib order to 
fociikate an accommodatiim : but he persisted in 
Ins^design of acquiring absolute power, and made 
BOW prepaiations. for continuing the war* Gev* 
nany was^ thevefi^re*. doomed to remain upder 
i^ difktfaGling cabmiUea ^ towns were redueed 
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and retaken ; battles were fought with Tarious 
success ; and the country was literally crimsoned 
with blood. 

During these transactions, Walstein alarmed 
the emperor by his ambitious conduct ; and, in 
consequence of his threatening a revolt, the cabi- 
net of Vienna determined that he should either be 
killed or apprehended. The former alternative 
took place, and the gallant duke of Fridland pe- 
rished by the hand of an assassin. His most inti- 
mate friends, whahad engaged to follow his for- 
tune, met a similar &te. 

Notwithstanding the general calamitieir whicif 
had resulted from his own^pride and ambition^ 
Ferdinand possessed sufficient interest with the 
states to procure the election of his son as king of 
the Romans. This, however, was one of his last 
gratifications ; for he died soon afterwards, in the 
fifty-ninth year of his age and the eighteenth of 
his reign. By the performance of several vows 
which he made against the Protestants, he ac- 
(qi^red the appellation of the Apostolic Emperor^ 
and many popish historians have held-him up as 
an object of admiration : but, from an impartial 
review of his conduct, we must pronounce him an 
unfeeling bigot, and a scourge of the empire. A 
blind attachment to the Romish fsdth seems to 
have been the only distinguishing part of his cha- 
racter ; for his- talents were contemptible, and all 
the success of his arms must be attributed to the 
capacity of his genenUs. 

Ferdinand III. son of the late emperor, ascend- 
ed the imperial throne at a critical and distressing 
Juncture ; and though he succeeded in tranquillis- 
mg the interior of Germany, he had the mortifii 
eationtQ perceive that the flames of war contumedi 

pa 
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to rage with unabated fuiy on ibe frontiers^ and 
that the calamities of the people were prolonged 
by th^ abilities of the generals employed. Ban* 
Hier) Torstens^, Weynlar^ Wrangel) Merd^ and 
nlany others, distinguished Uiemselves by their 
gallant conduct ; and the hostile sovereigns, sure 
of un&iUng resources in their commanders, were 
but little akrmed by occasional defeats* Hostili* 
ties werfe consequently carried pn with vigour, and 
the iU-&fted i^halntants of Germany still groaned 
bei>eath the yoke of oppression. 

Shortly allter the new emperor*s acces^on, Bert 
Hard duke\^ Wieymar penetrated into Alsace, 
and crossed the Rhine by a bridge of boiats abouf 
UK leagues above Strasburg : he also erected ae^ 
vera! forte in the island of Wittenweyer. Bui his 
forces were defee^d by g^eral de Wert ; and lie 
himself was seriously embarrassed by the death of 
his friend WiUiatn laadf^ve of Hesse^CasseU who 
had designed to re-establish the Palatine &mi]y!^ 
by means of a league between France, Sweden^ 
a^ the United Provinoes* 

The duke's courage, however, was not damped 
by these misfortunes. l^IaWng cri>ssed the Rhine 
With some chosen titx4)8, he reduced the forests 
towns of Seckingen, Lauffembei^, and Waidshut* 
and defeated the imperialists in a {Htched battle bev 
fore Rhinfield. Hunningen, Neuberg, and Rpttie^ 
fin, were soon added to his conqueste ; and Brisac 
was oMiged to surrender, after having been reducr 
-ed to such extremity of &mine, that the kihabi^ 
jants were with difficulty restrained from dig^ng 
up and devouring the bodies of their deceased 
jTriends. Louis XIIL) being apprised of thdese 
tru»actions, dispatched a messenger on pretence' 
of congratidatbag the duke^ but in reslity to per* 
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miade him to cede Brisac to the; crowi^ of Frs^ce^^ 
This attempt proved unsuccessful ; but Weymar 
Teturned such an evasive answeF, that the French 
monarch promised him a reinfi>rcement of eight 
thousand men. 

Whilst the duke of Weymar was thus tri- 
umphing ov^r the Au^rians in Alsace^ and th^ 
Swedish general Bannier was employed in the 
t^uc^on of Pomerania, an engagement tooli^ 
place in Westphalia, between Charles Lewis^ 
prince Palatine, and count de Hasfeld, one of the 
empierw's lieutenant-generals ; sqid, s^ter a very: 
languinary coaflictf victory declared in favour of 
the imperialists* Prince Rupert and count dc: 
Ferents were made prisoners ; ^ th^ Palatin^'i^ 
MTtillery £A\ into the hands of the conqueror ; ani4 
Gharies Lewis escaped with gr^t di£&culty t^ 
Minden^ 

Upon the demise of the duke de Wey«- j^,. 
mar, which happened shortly aA^r his re- ^^ 
ductionc^ Thau, a treaty was concluded 
between the king of France ^4 the Weymaiian 
Iwees ; by which the duke de Lon^eville was ai;>it 
kn&wbdged geoend, and a resoluiion was tajcen tp 
march towaM the Low^ Paiat^njUei while th/^ 
Qlimt de Guebriant put the forest towns in ^ state 
of defence ; John Lewis d'Erlach was continued 
tn the government of Brisac ; and Philip Bernoljdf 
1^ geotlemiya ci Alsape^ was invested wi^h thi? 
oDKimsand of HbinfekU 

In the mean time coaiBM«nices wei^e held a( 
HttBibmigh, to pronMDie the restoraition of peace \ 
hut the powers who sent their ministers thithei: 
aeemed to be inspired with mutual distrustt 
Lanfeb XIIL quarrelled with the coijufit Palatini 
about the omission <tf some ceremonial i m ancient 
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grudge which subsisted between the French and 
English nations rendered them averse to the con» 
elusion of a treaty ; and the Dutch, who were ilt 
afiected to both, refused to renounce the neutrali- 
ty which they had promised to the emperor* 

While ail the true patriots of Germany regretted 
the ^lure of these negociations. Bannier was 
making a rapid progress in Saxony ; where he 
took several places of importance, and defeated 
the Saxon general Maracini in two engagements. 
Bohemia was also filled with dismay by the terror 
of his arms ; and Mecklenburg, Brandenbqi^, and 
Franconia, were ravaged by generals Koningsmark 
and Axel-Cili* The emperor endeavoured to 
check Bannier's career by some splendid offers, 
and the Swedish hero actually began to think of 
putting an end to his- £itigues : but thb was a 
mere stratagem to amuse the mareschal, till the 
archduke Leopold and general Picolomhu should 
^be in readiness to march against him. 

Upon the arrival of the imperial forces, Ban- 
nier formed a junction with the troops of de Lon- 
gueville, and persuaded George duke of Bruns- 
wic to assist him with three thousand foot and five 
hundred horse : but Picolomini's advantageous 
encampment precluded the hope of a successful 
attack ; and, after the two armies had remained 
in sight of each other for six weeks, the confed^* 
rates removed toNeustadt. Picolomini followed 
them with the utmost expedition ; but he still re- 
mained on the defensive, and carefully shunned . 
an engagement. By steadily pursuing this con- 
duct, the imperial general compelled Bannier to 
quit the hereditary territories of the house of Aus^ 
tria, and eventually chased the confederates out of 
Franconia* 
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The hostile powers again ex|««S8^ ^ a I>' 
wish for a pacification ; uid LutzorO) on^ ,^^,/ 
of Ferdinand's aulk couDseUor% was em^ 
ployed to negockte the pr^li^ainarics al Uambuig, 
with the plenipotentiariei» of France and Sweden* 
But the emperor considered the artides asrdeio* 
gatory to his honour ;. send a diet which he h^d 
convoked at Ratisbon'gi«i»ted him supplies for car- 
rying on the war« Bamiier beiQg apprised <4M» 
circumstance, formed the design of d^spemng the 
assembJyy.and evenrof surprising the' town: ac- 
cordingly he led the oomfoderatm te S^wendoni^ 
wh^icehedfitaehed six regimentaof cavalrycacnisa 
the Danube) to Ratiiton* The i^^proach.of this 
army occanoned an imivetaal eonstenMiUQa ; ^ 
teen hundred imperial treopetwej^nsadeprisoneiv, 
and the empevor him&elf esci^ied witl^ diffieully ; 
for whilst he was pv«papin|^ to take, the diversiouiof 
hunting) his advanced guards litter^ haviAwt.and 
equ^Nige, were- all carriedr off. byrtbfienf^y. It 
seems ttmt the confederatea ha^ desig^d to takie 
the advantage of the frost, to block up the town ; 
but the weothev beeoming^iiiore mildy.they were, 
obliged to repass the river.and-rfjcHn' their main ar- 
my. Soon after this expeditioUf Banniec retired 
to-Halberstadt, where he diedr in ^e forty-irst 
year of his age, torthe inexpsessible regret of his 
pcfftisaas. This> great officer had learned the act 
of war under Cki^vua Adolphu8» and wa& univeo- 
sedly acknowlei^ied tQ be the most able genera) of 
his time» especially in the kiK>wledge of encamp- 
ment, of drsming up< tyn army in order of battle, 
and'of effecting a skilful lette^t. Patient of fo* 
tigue, a|id inde&tigable i& the disfh^rge of hia 
ditfy^ his ejiam^e ope«ated powerfuUy on th^ §w^ 
dish army -, and hU humanity after victory i(b 
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duced all Europe to consider him with peciiliar 
respect- 
Notwithstanding the death of Bannier, war con- 
tinued to desolate the empire ; and the imperial 
forces were extremely unsuccessful. Picolomini 
and the archduke Leopold flattered themselves 
with the hope c^ compelling the princes of Bruns- 
wic and the landgrave of Hesse to sue for an ac- 
commodaticm ; but this project was soon frustrat- 
ed by the Swedes and the French, who met and 
defeated them near Wolfembuttle, with great 
slaughter. In the ensuing campaign, count de 
\ Guebriant gained a decisive victory over a body of 
Austrian troops near Ordinguen; the duke of 
Saxe-Lawenibutg was defeated by the Swedish 
general Torstenson, and obliged to surrender him^- 
sclf prisoner of war ; and a more numerous army 
under Picolomini was utterly dispersed in the plain 
of Bmtenfield, with the loss of eight thousand 
men, forty-six pieces of cannon, one hundred and 
sixteen pair ci colours, and seventy-five stand- 
ards. 

After this battle and the subsequent re- 
j'^F^] duction of Leipsic, the confederates expect- 
' ed that the house of Austria would be sin- 
cerely disposed to an accommodation ; but as the 
courts of Vienna and Madrid were sensible that an 
exorbitant price would be set upon the peace at 
that juncture, they appeared very indifferent about 
renewing the negociations. However, after ma- 
ture deliberation, they agreed to open conferences 
for a general peace in the month of July ; and the 
preliminaries being published, all the nations 
which had been so long exposed to a calamitous 
war, congratulated themselves upon the near ap- 
proach of returning tranquillity. 
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f But this pleasing prospect was soon overcast b^ 
the death of Louis XIII. and the hostile designs 
of the new government* A victory obtained over 
the Spaniards, by the duke d'Enguien, convinced 
the confederates that, they mig^t still expect the 
assistance of the French ministry ; and Torstenson 
was ordered by his court to march against the 
king of Denmark, whom they accused of har- 
bouring all the sentiments of an enemy, under the 
mask of a mediator. About the same time the 
duke of Lorrain renounced his treaty with France ; 
Guebriant was mortally wounded at the siege of 
Rotweil ; and de Rantzau, who succeeded him in 
command, was defeated and taken prisoner by 
count de Merci, general of the Bavarians* 

On the re-establishment of peace between the 
crowns of Sweden and Denmark, Torstenson re* 
turned into Germany, and pursued the imperial 
army from place to place, till at length an engage- 
ment took place in the neighbourhood of Thabor. 
This action continued for the space of four hours « 
with equal obstinacy and success, but the Austri- 
ans were eventually defeated ; general Gocutz» 
and about three thousand men, were killed on the 
a^ ; genei^ Hasfield, and several officers of dis- 
tinction, were numbered among the prisoners, and 
twelve hundred fugitive^ were overtaken and 
slaughtered upon the banks of the Danube* 

Alarmed by these repeated misfortunes, Ferdi- 
nand pressed the elector of Bavaria to furnish him 
with some troops ; and the duke accordingly sent 
four thousand men toward Vienna, while Galas 
^Uected the remains of the imperial army in Bo- 
hemia, and encamped under the cannon of Pilsen 
to observe the motions of the enemy* Torstenson^ 
in the mean time, made himself master of ahnost 
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1^1- the Wms hi'MoraWa, and laid close siege to 
Sfittn, as the reduction of that place would enable 
likn to penetfate into Hungary «nd' Austria* 

Upon the first intelligence of Torstenson's de- 
^gn, the city of Vienna was overwhehned with' 
such consternation, that the emperor immediately 
fetfrM to Ratisbon ; and the empress, with many 
of the courtiers, to6k re^ge at Gratz, in Stiria. 
Air the valuaMe furniture was removed ; the for- 
tifications Were repsdred ; the magazines werp 
fitted ; and all the necessary preparations made for 
sUstainifig a vigorous siege* However, it was soon 
discovered that Torstenson had no intention of at- 
tacking the capital, and the gallant resistance of 
Brinn g^ve Ferdinand time to put his afiairs in 
^me o^der* 

-^During these tfansactions, general Merci ofa- 
ismied a signal tictory over the viscount de Tu- 
mAne, In - the neighbourhood of Mariendal ; but 
on the arrival of a reinforcement under the duke 
d^Enginen, a second battle was fought,' which ter- 
minated in the death of Merci and the defeat of 
the Imperialists* Nordtingen, and some-adjacent 
ttywns, immediately opened their gates to the con- 
querors ; but they were, soon afterward, retaken 
by Hht archduke Leopold* 
. ^ Torstenson > having resigned the com- 
1646* n^and of the Swedish army, general Wran- 
' gel' was nominated as his successor ; and 
hiS'anns were attended with considerable success* 
In concert with the viscount Turenne, he ravaged 
part of Bavaria, i^llaged all the country toward the 
Xiake of Constance, and surprised several impor- 
tant fortrosses in the vicinity of Bruckheim* 
Mcfanwhile the emperor caused his son Ferdinand 
to^be proclaimed king of Bohemia, and afterwards 
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Carried him to Piie^burfi^y'.wjtiejre he .m^s^moiy 
invested with the QTomn of Ifopgjiry:. 

. Sspjy in theen^uiogspriog) Wf^stgel and.Tu- 
ri^nne at^cked^aa iv^p9l.Mmy% under genej-al 
Mfilanderi . in. the .Deig\jbPHrbood of Augsburg. 
3^&eie|)g$(g^nicii£coi]timeQiced with .great fury, and 
both. sidet^. fought with incredible resolution ;. but| 
on. the. death of Melandec» thei Imperialists yfssec 
tbirown Juto .confusion, .aod.we^e. dispersed, with 
great .skughter* About .the same, time baroo 
Laniboy^ who comotanded vthe troops of. West? 
^halia and Cok^;ney was uttedy defeated .in. the 
duchy .of Juliers ;. and Charles GuS(tavu% princ^ 
BalatuvBy undertook the.mge.of Prs^pue witk. so 
numerous an army, that tlue place, must inevitahif 
have been taken, had not the emperor resolved to 
conclude a peace* 

Hitherto the negociations at Munster and Os- 
naburg had varied according to the vicissitudes of 
the war ; the cession of Alsace to the crown of 
France, and the several demands of the treating 
powers,- met with such difficulties as appeared al- 
most insurmountable. But after many debates 
and altercations these obstructions were removed ; 
the conferences were translated ^t to Osnabux^ 
and then to Munster ; and at each place a trea^ 
was omcluded, since known by the appellation of 
the Peace of Westphalia. By this treaty France 
acquired the bishoprics of Metz, Toul, and Ver- 
dun ; together with Brisac, the.landgraviate of 
Upper smd Lower Alsace, the Suntgaw, and the 
prefecture of the ten towns situated in Alsace ; 
Sweden obtained the archbishopric of Bremen and 
some other territories : the house of Austria re- 
covered the Forest-towns, with all their territoriea 
and appurtenances ; the electors and princes of 
Vol. XVIL Q 
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both parties were re-established in all their posses- 
sions ; and the Protestants obtained permission to 
exercise their religion both in private and public* 
NotwithstancUng all the precautions that 
1649! ^^^^ ^ taken^ many difficulties intervened 
' before this important business could be con- 
cluded. The pope published a bull, annulling all 
the articles which he conceived prejudicial to the 
Romish religion ; and the king of ^lain formally 
protested against the restoration of the Lower Pa- 
latinate to Charles Lewis, coiint Palatine of the 
Rhine. But these measures were totally disre- 
garded ; and, after mature detiberation, the pleni- 
potentiaries of the different powprs mutually detiv* 
ered their ratifications. ^ 
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CHAPTER V. 



.-From ike Peace of Weatfihalia. to the Concltmon of 
the Treaty of Ra»tadt» 

TMMEDIATELY after the restoration 
"■• of peace, the emperor exerted himself jjr?^ 
t» procure the swcession for his son Ferdi- 
nand; and that prince was accordingly elected 
Jung of the Romans, after signing a capitulation, 
jby which he obtiged himself to maintain mviola- 
bly the Goldeii Biill> and the eighth electorate 
created in &vour of the count Palatine ; to observe 
religiously the treaties of Monster and Osnaburg ; 
and to form no alliance concerning the affairs of 
the empire without the consent of the Germanic 
^ody. 

. . This ceremony being performed, the emperor 
returned to Ratisbon ; where ti diet was held to 
deliberate upon complaints that had been made by 
several states against France, whichj they affirmed, 
had invaded their privileges, in consequence of 
the cession of Alsace. The inhabitants of Bre- 
men also compkdned that Charles Guslavus, king 
of Sweden, paid no attention to the preservation 
pf their rights, but ha4e^en surprised a borough 
in their neighbourhood by force of arms ; and 
that when the .towns of Lubec and Hamburg re- 
monstrated on these proceeduigs, Koningsmark 
had replied, that neither the diet nor the emperor 
bad the least right to intermeddle vrith the con- 
cerns of Sw^en and its subjects* Upon this n^ 
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presentation) the circles of Westphalia and Lower 
Saxony were ordered to defend the privileges of 
Bremen) and hostilities were immediately threat- 
ened on both sides ; but, by the mediation of the 
Hollanders, this difference was accommodated; 
and the grievances of Bremen were redressed in a 
congress of Staden. At the same time, the Pto- 
testants chose the elector of Saxony to direct tlieir 
conferences and execute their resolutions ; and the 
Catholics declared the elector of Bavaria chief of 
their union* 

These aff^rs being settM, the diet brtdte tip ; 
and the emperor, with hisr^tripfeifii and eldest smi, 
fettfmedto Vidmia^jnidst un^rerllttl'a(^IIlfltiKffia^ 
The joy of the popiilae^ ho^rever, wais 4dbh coii* 
verted ihtoTtoiirhifig; biy *^c losfe (rf'tfcle king df th« 
Romans, who died' ih tYUt t>;^ent!^ ye&r of IA% 
age; and the iiii|«fft^'ci)urt itfmoved to*£!>er^ 
dor^ in the utfi)distH;<$i«»t€im^6n. 

Having procured iA^ son Le^ld to be Qtlknow- 
ledged king of Hungary, and amused the Protes- 
tants of that kingdom with greatt promises of^ in- 
dulgence, Fe^natid engaged in a treaty with life 
kings of OenmaHc and Polacnd against the Swedc^ 
This leagife was approvted by the chaiti of thtf 
Crim Tartars, and the king of Denmark declared 
war by a maniteto : but the emperor did not see 
the eflfect of these measures ; for, previously tto 
the commencement of hostilities, he di^d att Vien- 
na, in the forty-ninth year of his age dnd the 
twentieth of his reign. 

Ferdinand lU. was zeafeusly attached to the 
RoQiish religion : and on sdme occasions he ex- 
pressed a tender regard for the interests of his sub- 
jects : but he was peculiarly unfortunate in the 
distribution of his fiivours, and admitted several per- 
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SODS into hi$ councils who engaged him in im- 
prudent enterprises, and involved him in many 
dilHcuities. It is but justice, however, to observe, 
that no emperor ever saw himself attacked by so 
many potent enemies at once, or sustained such 
accumulated defeats and vexations, withofit sink^ 
ing under his misfortunes* 

Immediately after the demise of this ^ 
prince, an electoral diet was held at Frank- ^^ ' 
fort, in order to supply the vacancy on tlie 
imperial throne ; and, after much opposition on 
the part of France, Leopold Ignatius, king of Hun* 
gary and Bohemia, was declared duly elected* 

The new emperor, having compelled the king 
of Sweden to make an accommodation with Po-* 
land, determined also to check his progress in 
Denmark, and accordingly ordered a numerous 
arihy of Aus^rians and Brandenburgers to invade 
Pomerania : but the Swedish generals took such 
precautions for the defence of the principal towns^ 
that this expedition was rendered entirely fruit* 
less* 

Meanwhile, the French and English pressed the 
States-general to withhold all further assistance 
from the king of Denmark ; and, havfng con- 
cluded a treaty, called the convention of the Hague, 
they engaged to reduce by force that party which 
should refuse to come to an accommodation. This, 
measure was extremely displeasing to his Swedish 
majesty ; but, having sustained a severe defeat, h^ 
declared his resolAion of acceding to it ; and his 
death, which happened soon afterwards, facilitated 
the .restoration of peace. 

Scarcely were the troubles of the North com- 
posed before the emperor was threatened with an 
in asion from the Turks, who had made an irrup- 
Q2 
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ikyn intoTiiaiisyivftfiia, shun tbe yidvede RtgolsKf 
in battle,' and threatened to ravage the oountr}' of 
Zathmar with fire and sword, utiles^ the inbablt-" 
ants would acknowledge the suKan for their so^ 
Tereign. Hereupon Leopold, sent MontecucuH 
with tulenty thousand men into Hungary, gar<- 
risoned Zekelhttd with five thoustfid Germans, 
and repaired all the forUfications at the frontier 
towns* These preparations, howievc^r, were by no 
means agreeable to the Hungaiiah nobl^ : they 
iii^med that Leopold intended htther to ocin^uter 
their country than to oppoti6 the invaders ; and 
that^ by taking possession of all the fbrtfessefs,; he 
hoped to drive the Prdtestants out of Hungilry, as 
he ibrmeriy had expelled them from Bohemia.' 
These siispicions being communitoteid 16 the coin- 
monaHy, a general discontent pervade all parts . 
of the kingdom, and the imperialists were obliged 
fb diake use o^violence to obtain qoarters and pTGh' 
visions. 

In the ensuing luring, the Turks todk the fidd, 
and advanced by rapid marches toward Frtuli ; but 
Uiey were attacked by count Serini at' the passage 
of Sluin, and defeated with prodigious Slaughter* 
The conqueror improved this advantage by biirh-^ 
ing the bridge of Essek, taking the city of Five 
Churches, and sfecilring several imjiortant place» 
between the Drave and the Danul« ; while the* 
count de Souches, who commanded a separate de-^ 
tabhment, defeated four thousand of the infidels 
hear Newhausel, and attacked the town of Le« 
wentz with such irresistible fury, that the garrison 
«oon surrendered at discretion. 

Meanwhile the grand-vizir, having made 

2^^ * himself master cf Seiinswar, passed the 

Meor, and avowed his intention of march- 
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to stop his progress ; and abattte eii i iiwJ ^ ncarSl* 
GKodatd^ which t^miinatediiitlie mterdefeatof 
the Ottoman fevciefl; This menforabk engiigeiiwftl 
bated from nbe o'cloek In the monuhg iM font 
In the aftemooti, and the Tnrks obstinatil|! te^ 
fused to yiddthe vidoiylil tht]^. had lost the 
greatest part of th^ir troops. Upoik tlve trst ink 
teffigence of this defeat^ the emperor' espeetM 
some concessbns^ on ^ ^art of the Turks, «aid his 
Expectations ir^re verified ^ ibr the graod-nztr 
iitiibediaEtely ofibred negociattbAi ci p^us, and a 
treaty was soon after concluded at Tememraen ' 
'The HiingiriAns weve so higlrijr exasperated at 
the ccmcliisioii of tills treaty^ that tb^spenly 
threatened a rerdt, and et^eli assaulted the me»^ 
jlenger wiio wtis employed to carfy dii^tches Iroiif 
tbie graiid'^vixh* to their sorerei^. Hereupon the 
emperor summoned some of the refractory noble«' 
fiien to Vienna; and atithorised ptince Lob- 
kowitz, president of the hnperisi conndl, to* tell 
Ihem, that the Turks had of themselves pM>posed 
a pe«^, in which it was agreed that Transylvania 
should enjoy its liberty ; that Zathmar and Zambo^ 
hck should be ceded to the emf^re ; and* that hi| 
imperial majesty should have the power of etect- 
mg forts to restrain the garrisons cf Warachn and 
NeWhausel. This declaration^ together with as 
tourance of exempdon from tiie lodging'iUMl sub* 
^Istence of Ibrdgn troops, appeased the minds of 
the Hungarian lords, who immediately ratified the 
treaty, and retunied peaceably to their respective 
estates* But the sufaoequent conduct of the emr* 
peror proved so inimical to the liberty of Hungary, 
that the people unanimously resolved to shake qS 
their allegiance, and actually ton^ up aroM to de- 
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liver themselves fiom the unjust oppressions of (he 
house of Austria. 

No sooner had Leopold sent a body of forces to 
check this dangerous revolt, than he received in* 
telligence that Louis XIV., king of France, had 
made an irruption into the Low-countries, and 
threatened to carry the war into Franche Comt^ 
The emperor now saw himself placed as it were 
between two fires^— being attacked on the one 
hand by Louis, and on the other by the revolted 
Hungarians : the princes of the empire offered but 
little assistance in this distressing exigence ; and 
the French mcmarch pursued his conquests with 
such surprising rapidity, that in the space of one 
month the Netherlands were threatened with en« 
tire reduction ; and the Spaniards were obliged to 
purchase the recovery of Franche Compt^ by a 
cession of Borgues, Femes, Courtrayi and all the 
country since called French Flanders* 
.. In the mean time, the Hungarians per^sted in 
their resolution of either shaking off the imperial 
yoke or lessening their dependenbe* L^pc^d 
consented to silence some of their complaints, by 
filling up the vacant office of Palatine, and re- 
storing the Protestants all theti* churches and re-» 
venues : but the residence of a German garrison 
at Tokai still afforded ample cause of discontent, 
and Hungary still resounded with the murmurs 
and metiaces of disailfbction. About Uiis time 
hostilities broke out between the elector Palatine 
and the duke of Lorraine, but their dispute was 
lumpily terminated by the interference of the 
oourt of France* 

While the emperor was taking measures , 
2^^2. ^o appease the troubles of Hungary, the * 
malecontents of that kingdom conceived the 
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design of expeSing all the Gcrmitn foices; and 
counts Tattembach and Serim sent a private depu- 
tation to solidt tlie assistance of the Tdriuu The 
sultan/ however, refused this overture ; and Uie 
conspirators, being betraf ed to hb imperial rm- 
jesty, perisl^d by the hancb of an executboen 
All the nobles' aind ^ftfies of Upper and Lower 
Hupgarf were then sunmtoiSBd to a d«et at Pres* 
burg ; and instead of obtaining their former de<- 
maiKls, they were compelled ta inainttdn aCertanan 
arn^f of thirty thousand men, to pay their usual 
^xes, and tO'inflkt exemplaiy punishments on 
theirsc^Motts coaoirynkiii 

IVIeatkwhtte Lotsis iXi\9., having dissoivedthe 
tttpSesdlfaiaiCddF tbeDuteh^ sWedesrandEoglisb, 
nntdeforti^Kddft)le prqpefratic^ an invasimi c^ 
HolIaii3j «fflld'pfe^ed'"oh the emperor to obsenFtt 
atieatndity. £.eopold,Jlioweyer,was:8oen alarmed 
bytiie |ytogres9 c^ the French arms,: and deters 
ifitned'oh sending a t)ow«rfyi reinforcement totWe 
States-geh^ral. A^^rdingly^' he ordered thirty 
thousand men tomsorchto meki assijitHnGe f and 
a^d)€f tame time d^laredbyamtiiifestDr tjiat^aa 

fdanoiti^ of the treaty of W^sqJhafia, which tiie 
renbh had vidftt^j he prc^^osed to exert himself 
fin* the safety df the Germanic body, and to check 
ite: pro^ss of an enemy who wa& dreaded by aU 
Europe. , 

The prince of Orange, being unalile to oppose 
^ French army, employed himself in retaking 
some towns which had been recently seized ; and, 
by a BObiequent junction of his ferces with those 
of Montecuculi afid the governor of Spanish 
Slanders, hecompelled the enemy to evacuate the 
provinces of Holland, afterthey had exacted some 
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heavfccmtribotiiiisy and secured tbe artUIeiy at 
Graves and Maestricht* 

Louis XIV. opened the next campaign with the 
siege of Besan^on^ the garrison of which made a 
vigorous defence ; but were at length ebliged to 
surrender themselves prisoners of war-» Dole^ 
Salin% and Gemersheim^ were alsa reduced ; and 
the viscocmt Turenney Ittvii^ defeated an army of 
the fdlies near Sintsheimy ravaged the whole Pala- 
tinate with fire and swonL 

The complaints of the elector Palatine upon this 
occasion inspired the other princes of Germanf 
with indignation against the invaders ; and in less 
than a month they sent out such powerful rein- 
forcements, that Turenne deemed it advisable to 
retire to Landau, while the imperialists • waUed 
upon the banks of the 111 for the elector of Bran- 
denburg, who had prcMms^ to join, them witk 
twenty thousand men* Previously to that June** 
tion, however, they were attacked by Tutenne^. 
who obliged them to take refi:^ undor the cannoa 
of Strasbufg. He afterwards made a successful 
attempt upon their quarters at RemiremoBt, and 
reduced them to great extremities : but in at« 
tempting the reduction of Salsbach, he was killed 
by a cannon<rbaU, and his troops were obliged to 
retire with precipitation to Altenheim* Immedi-* 
ately after this event, the elector of Brandenburg 
made an irruption into Swedish Pomerania, and 
the citjes of Bremen and Verden were taken by 
the imperialists* 

Montecuculi having obtained permission 

'^.. * to retire, upon account of his ii^rmitiesi 

* the command of the imperial army wia 

given to the duke of Lorrainet one of tbe greatest 
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This prince immediately marchedinto Upper AI** 
iace against the dake of Luxemburg, and attacked 
^e French forces with such impetuosity, that they 
were quickly thrown into disorder, and' would 
have been totaHy routed, had not their English 
allies supported the charge, while they retreated 
under the counterscarp of Saveme. The subse^ 
quent siege of Philipsburg proved extremely trou- 
blesome to the imperialists ; for their tents were 
washed away by a sodded overflowing of the 
Rhine, and the duke of Luxemburg sei^ every 
opportuni^ of traveramg their measures :1)Ut thes& 
difficulties were ultimately surmounted, and the 
town surrendered on capitulation. 

Meanwhile iht elector of Brandenburg, having 
reduced Stetin, and many other pteces of import- 
ance in SwecUsh Pomerania,^ passed over to Stn^ 
vmAj vAieve general Koningsmark commcuided, 
without thousand six hundred horse,' aiid six hun- 
dred foot. Three thousand'of the citizens imme- 
4ialely took up arms, and avowed thdr intention 
of defending themselves to the last extremily ; 
^but, tfter sustsdniflg a fisrioQs bombatidment,* diey 
iioisted afli^of truce,* and obliged the governor to 
capitulate* Gripswaid was soon afterward attacked 
in a similar manner, and the garrison w^re ob- 
liged to surrender at discretion. 

Whilst the duke of Lorraine vras employed in 
Alsace, Lecfold gave fresh cause of ^scontent to 
•the Hungarians, by suppressing the office of Pala- 
tine and appomtinig a viceroy for their kingdom. 
This change of government was so extremely 
odious, that the maleoontents immediately threat- 
Mied to throw off the Austrian yoke, and choose a 
king «f their own nation ; and they received such 
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a^^vania, that they were soon in a Condition to re- 
sist the troops of the en^ror. Tekeli, prime 
mimster to the vaivodey ai»erted the ri^its of Hun-" 
gaiy, at the head of twenty thousand men ; and a 
sealous Protestant^ called Father Joseph) led a nu» 
merons army into the hereditary countries of the 
house of Austria, and compelled most of the in- 
habitants to flee for safety to Vienna. 
. The imperialists niade every posnble esi- 

1679. ^^^^ ^^ crush this dangerous revolt ; but 
their attempts were genmlly unsuccessful, 
and they wei% defeated in ^veral Successive en? 
gagements. This circumstance, together with tbd 
expectation of m(M% serious consequences f)?eNn Uie 
interference of the Turks^ induced Leopold to 
Jiearken to terms of accommodation, and )a truce 
jvas accovdtngly concluded between T^eli and 
the imperial general* About the same tixne, Louia 
JQV. imd thi^ allies concluded a peace at Nime^ 
^lO), which was soon i^ter mtified by the ^npery 
or. The elector of Brandenburg aiid the king 4f 
^Denmark) ocmc^ving them^^ves to beiB(|ur0d by 
this treaty,' prepared to ai^t^t their rig^t* by force 
of arms, and actually, commenced! booties 
l^nst the troops of France and Sweden^; but after 
.scHne time they consentedto.she«the their swords, 
and all differences were happily terminated^ 

The blesnngs erf trei^uillity^. however, 

^gT^ proved of short duratibn. Cwnt Tekeli 

violated the truce in Hungacy, andta fUn- 

merous army of Turks^ having joined the. nude^ 

conteQts, marched up to the walls of Vie^ma: 

. whilst the emperor and hi»courtiers took re&ge in 

lintz, and the citisens were overwhelmed wilh 

consteniation* On. the lethof July the treifohtes 



such extra^duiafy ingoiir^ thiut a o^nsiderafate 
bveadi Mil flooa nudie in the bodf of the fUmx^ 
ftHirilhslMijfeg the iiilinpid gatiantiy of its dot' 
fendiosts* At keg^ hoirever^ when all restslance 
^ipMPsd fruitless^ and tfaeOtlumft&Kesexiilt- 
0d ia the aatieapatitm of their impartam coB(pi«^ 
Jate Sabiaski kmg of Poia&d, with the duke cf 
Lomkieiffidthe dector of Bvrariai deac«»ded front 
the floouatains of Cidea^boig) at the head of sixty 
thoumod melH aad defeated the infidels with pro<> 
digiDtts aiaughten Thia victorf was so complete^ 
that the Turks who eacsped destruction fied on 
amy ode with pvecipila^on, lea;Ting behind them 
the great standard of Mafaamet, with their bag* 
gage» warlike ^orob aod^aitiller^. 
< HaitBg;r«s«n»dtba gi»be&la^n«w]edgBi8D£s 
of Leopold for his tinudjr assistancQf the kihg of 
Mpnd'fQiolliQd to Ml9w tha Turks to Barcan ; 
Wt bmag iaaaosiUfr draam inta as angi^tiient 
baJbre ha douid daKnr upJbts troops, he was com* 
peHed ta votiie* The duka of Loitaiaie» hdweveri 
^KK>» oavie to his asttiatance, said the enenrj? was 
again ddealadarith considerBUe loss. The for* 
tatas. of Barem waa soon aflemvaids takes bf 
sMm; and StrigoMa was reduoed under the poV'* 
for of the oB^peoic^ albr havkig been hdd by tte 
Turkft &T aaarie than a hundred and Mtj/^ yearb 
Laapoldj bei^g interned of the great {niepara* 
^ liaaawhjMh^egfaiidffdgnior haduiada^ to r^air 
Ihs ioase% obteinad a aiq>pl]F Qrthirty«fiva thousand 
aaen fram tibe akatea of tfaa^ esB|wre^ and piavulad 
on the Roman pontiff to contribute ta thaaxpeace 
af tha war. Theepsralions of tha campaign were 
left to the duke of Lomdae^ Duly it was resolved 
that count SdiultB ahaidd eover Moaana with ten 
Vol. XVIL R 
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thousand vxen, and that count Leslie^ with a bodjr 
of CtxMtians should act upon th^ Drave* 

After gaining some advantages in the neigh- I 

bourhood of Buda^ the duke of Lorrsune resolved 
to besiege Newhausel^^ but on hearing that the i 

Turks ^k1 inve^ed Strigonia, he immediately- 
inarched thither at the head of thirty thousand 
men* The in&dels were no sooner informed of 
his approach) than they retired to an advantagegua 
post, having a marsh befoi*e them and the Dt^obe 
on the right : but' the duke contfived to draw 
them into an engt^iementi and they were ulti- 
mately defeated with gi^eat slaughter* This vic- 
tory was followed by the reducticui of Newhauael, 
Novigrade, and Wissegrade ; and the Turks were, 
so effectually discouraged that they crossed th^ * 
Danube with the utmost precipitation, in oxder to 
avoid another engagement* 

Meanwhile, Leopold having offered an amnesty 
to all, who should lay down theiramiS} many df 
the Hungarians returned to their obeda^ice ; and 
the subsequent imprisonment of Tekeli, by the 
bashaw of -Waradui, entirely changed the £»«« of 
affairs in Upper Hungary. Petherasi, who had 
been lieutenant to Tekeli» was one of the first wiio 
accepted tiie emperor's clemency ; and hk remon- 
strances had such weight with the malecontoits, 
that the cities of Filek, Tokai, and Cassovia, tm- . 
mediately followed hia eatan^le; the rebels in 
other places submitted at the first s^pearance of 
count Caprara ; and the Turiush troops 8U|xendei>^ 
^ without resistance, upon condition of being con?^ 
ducted to Buda* 

The duke of Lorndne having stroi^y 

2^S? represented, that the reduction of Bu^ 

was esaentialljir necessvy to.the^a«»curaty jef 



his former conqaestS) it was resolvect, in a council 
of war, to undertake tlie siege of that citf. Ac- 
cordingly, the allies marched thither with all 
possible expe^tion ; and, alter a month spent in 
advancing their approaches, the duke of Lorraine 
and the elector of Bavaria agreed to give a general 
assault. Upon the first signal, the grenacQers aiid 
neyduques removed the gabions from a breach 
which had been recently made, and beii^ sup- 
^rted by a body of fusileers, advanced to take 
txMssession of the pallsadoes : but the Turks^ after 
discharging a volley of stones, bombs, ahd gre- 
nades, attacked them sword in hand, and com^ 
pelled th<Km to retire* Impatient to revenge this 
disgrace, the* imperialists rushed towards the 
breach witii itreastible fury, and actually made 
themselves masters of the palisadoes ; but, the 
enemy springing a mine, they were all killed or 
dreadfully wounded. New troops, however^ 
pressed forward with niiabated ardour, and not- 
w^standing the prodigious fire to which they 
wiere exposed, they took possession of the whole 
extent of the breach^ and made a lodgement upon 
the ruins. 

Upon intelligence that the grand-viaar ^ ^ 
was advancing at the head of forty thou- 153^/ 
sand men, the duke of Lorraine resolved 
te increase the fire of his batteries ; and the im- 
perialists renewed the attack with such irresistible 
mry, that the Turks were eventuaDy driven from 
their posts. A dreadful scene of confosion imme- 
diately ensued, and the wretched inhaUtants were' 
massacred without distinction of age, sex, or qiui4^ 
lily.' The Ottoman army carefully avoided an en- 
gagement, and iht imfMsrial standard was :seoii 
pkuitedim tte w«tas of Segediii and Ftve-Churckesb 
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About $kat time, ateo^ Leopdd pracurad for kit 
son Joseph, the crown of Buagary^ and prevailed 
en afi assembix of the states to declare that king^ 
dom hereditaiy in the house of Austria* 

The duke t>f LxHrraine being seised \nth a dan* 
gerotts.iUnesa^ the elector of Bavaria wan persuad- 
ed to o^n the oiauing campaign ; and he accords 
kiglf resolved to undertake the siege of Belgrade* 
Having thrown a bridge across the Save, he march* 
ed in order of battle to force the Turks, who had 
intrenched themselves in that neighbourhood $ but 
he was agreeably suiprised to find their oamp 
abandoned, and aboun^ng in proviuons and fo- 
sage* He then reconnoitred the cityi and ma^ 
such prudent arraagementa for the prteecntion at* 
the siege, that in about ten da^s the iiniperialistA 
had nuDed severe! parts of the fortificatkiiMii and ~ 
w the fifth of the eiUuing month the plsoe waa 
taken by assault* 

During these trtjasa c t ion s, the king of France 
eonunenced hostiiitica ag;sin8t the enipii«> under 
o^our of supporting the pretensions of tho^ dw^ 
ess.of Orleans to tbe succesuon of the late elcctot 
Palatine, and of asserting the right of the cardinal 
of Furstembtirg to the electorate of Cologne^ Ac* 
cbr(fingly the marquis de Boufflers, having passed 
the Rhsoe, reduced Kdsei^Lauter, Oppen^ein^ 
and PhiJipsburg ; and^ on the emperor's refui^ng 
10 coockide a dishonourable peace, the conquering 
army proceeded to beskge Mentz, Frankerdal) 
Triers, Spire, and Worms* 

Alarmed at these mpid conquests, the states of 
tbe enquire resolved lo declare war against the ag* 
mssors ^ and they were confinbed in this resolu«' 
Son by the coufts of Ei^land, Sweden, Spam^ mi 
The dectoi: of ScoMj) the JsndgraTe 



of Hesse, and the dufce of ' HaiMyrer,' immei&Mr 
inarched some forces toward Frankfort; tke 
Wshop of Mtinster and the marquis of Branden- 
burg engaged to send two thousand dght hundred 
men into Cologne ; the elector of Brandenburg as^ 
sembled his best troops at Wescl ; and the states of 
Holland sent ufywards of eight thousand men into 
the country of Juliers and the electoratc.of ^kaitaj 
while Leopold ordered six regiments of eavaloy 
. and five of iirfantry to advahce towards ihe Rhine* 

The command of the troops in Hungary being 
given to prince Lewis of Baden, it was deemed ad- 
visable to assembly three armies on &e Rfains; 
namely, thirty thousand men on ^e Upper Rhiiie» 
to assemble at 'H<dilbron,* under ^^leekctov of Ba<> 
varia ; an equal number to assemble on the Lower 
Rhine, under the command of the elector of Bi«tk<^ 
denbiirg ; and the third body, consisting of forty 
thousaxui men, to assemble near Frankfort, and^^ 
commanded by the dukd of Lomdne. 

The electdi^ of Saxony and Bavaria and . •. 
the landgrave of Hesse arriving at the j^g^ *" 
camp, it was resblved to undertake the 
idege of Ment2, as the allied armiies by their sit- 
uation might be easily unitcdv The town was ac- 
cordingly invested 6n the sixteetuh of July, and 
the imperialists laboured at the trenches for several 
days without much annoyance, bat on the tenth of 
August the besieged made a sally, which proved 
&tal to upwards of two hundred 8okHer8,rand se- 
veral offi^rs ; and on ^e eighteenth, three thou- 
sand of the best troops of the garrison put fiv« 
hundred tnen to. the sword, nsuled two pieces of 
cannon, ruined the works of the besiegers, a^d 
posted the^rand guardsof the cavali^ at the plM:er 
where the trenches had beenrih*8t opened. • -Thtse 
R 2 



n^afiirtatesr bowevwv v9mmi^niGMi bf tbe:/^ 
gilance of theita^crial geimabi and.tbe gummtk 
were cmiipeUed.4o. demand a €{ipki]|al«>» after « 
riege of seven weeks* Theconque&tof tU^pteo^ 
ivaaBoe«i £[>Uowed by ^ rediiotioiMif Beiia ; md 

' tine duke of Lormne propoeed> to tatfege Terdeff« 
bech, but the allieed^Uiiiqg wy new ection dur* 

, lag that caB^)aig% the troops retired tAtd wiftter 
quarters. 

I& the mean time» tbe prkice of Bsfden gai&efl 
three siicceseive vietonee ofer the infidels In Hun* 
lS»jr ioMedttheir camp^ and aeisBed idi t^eir bi^ 
.ga9»r miliuu^ stores^ and prrndtikMUfei He lice* 
%«ue.te^{X>i»easia» of Nkea and Vidi%> and^ataH 
tioned sin n^aMsmn^in* WainohtBj^in or^ tn-pro^ 
t«ct thehospodae bom the incuiniotts of &e Tan^ 

Leopold having c(»iyo)Md a diet at Attga* 
i6go ^^^ earnesitiy. exhorted the eloctofs to m^ 
minate a kii% of the Rrauana ; obsenik^ 
that such a measwe v»s> indispcftsaUy necessarf 
for disaf^indng;. the aiiibilious« hopes of LoHbl 
XIV. and securing. the<c tranquility of the- empbBt 
fife pioposed' hi» son Joseph king: ol Minga^. ae 
a^osundadote^ ii4th a proviso, that ii the^ imperial 
t|iiiM)(t .shoukl'becQKn»¥acantibeliM^ he attasaedhia 
eigb^with v3Feaf^ the lioars of the en^yire should 
|o«eni> in bis name, tiil'he- ana^wd .at thait agat 
Thisipropositioniodcanened sooHS warml dehalea 9 
but at. length the priaoes determined lo gra4i^ 
their aoirereign, amiJosepbwasiJsrowned on^the 
tnrentf««sixth: of Jamiary^ wkh theaccosiomedce* 
irenmiies* Ablaut ihxfic mMUhs.afttt^ this events 
t^ dnfce of LiMTttne died in the &>rty«eighth;y«a# 
f^^ageyandOiecoinmaBid of fiieisBpaialani^ 
devohred upon theeketorof S^raria«. 



Mcal)irU» Hie gruid^HgBior,: haying deekfed . 
Tekefi mi^e €f Transyhatrift Md-'chpften ar new - 
vieir^ auHb grwit pge pamtk ito u '^Ibf the ensuing ' 
criMip«gn ; andhtoarmawere^ for sotflc time) ati^ v. 
iMidedwkiiaaoBitfetybieaiwoeask Oeiieiiri liri$te>: * ': 
noAstMikf Witfara badyof four tlioi»aiid men, ter ^'* 
check tfie ^rogreaa «f Tekdi, i^ia fl ype afcd npoit:' \ '^ 
ttaefnmtieraeiTnns^Haiik; Imttkettivode^l^ -' 
sessed such » superior fbree^ that the imperialiHts . ^ * 
nvifre sdofrotitin pMeea^ aad' Helirier hhnself was 
taken pnmien Thia detet obliged th« prmce dP 
Baden to paw the DaatfheeftfSemeiidm) «nd dutv ., 
Ui^Mi abaetierliieria ^d Vidl*lellilitetfa»«MlMli - 
of the enen^Kw The gfUMJMeir, abis ieeli^^ dM 
o^peptmiif of leynig.slef^. taLJMgnuN ; and Oie 
oenAisieii oeeeeieMdlig^affaoeidentttlesvlasibndf 
a powdsit magaadne enablid^ lam to eony the 
ptogby am e i si 

WMI9 Ca^nai^ ear of the P^eMh ««« . ^^ 
mmIs^ Me ein{rik>3Bcd» m ^wm^px/g th» teiv ^^f * 
liioiweef.dieihitoefiawMiy^ Leepoldhad ^' 
eedased ttw piAiioe of Baden to walck the mcokw 
of'the graiid-eifliiiy whe^ at the heM# e^ six^ 
ttouiand Tinta^ deaigoed' ti^pesst the S««a>and 
benge fiseedu The prinee eafiieed)^ wNdied^lb^ 
aB» enyigemebt, ben the yMf wnmrnlbimMtt 
vMk luanuMinig has enendeehy^- sUght sfciMdsheli) 
aadimeKeptih^^lMdpaonvefB.. Thto'he executed 
soeAartuaHyt thae^iro huiidl«d W)^ggOA« leadid 
Mill provteieae'^ili imohie^hem^and^llMidipe^ 
riailats were eoHeequeaily^ tediKed to^ gt««it estio^ 
nUmmf On ^the itineteenth of » Aeges^ h oe p neei^ 
tlie/pnneevesebed^eihfeeiflieTuitfsh^iaai^; and 
hn aeiaieve aoyHted^heB n e ieea ndHisiieh entfaoiu 
dhwy gatlaaltyr tbi»> die Mmnf^vfm^vtmMy 
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eomfielled tb ivtire^ aad ihe gnmd-t)»zir lumself 
was siaiti in.the «ctioD. 

T^ ensuing eaiapoigo pfoped inqre farton^te^o 
•the imperifiyste. Cokmei Polaad defeated a bod^ 
of T»[tfii89 on the frooders of Tfansylvania, and 
icdiKed*Ga9Bii.t&ebs; comit S^u took the fortpess 
of Calo by assault ; and the prince of Baden com- 
pell^Gnsai Waradin to sun^nder on capitulation* 
. The aUiesaftei«v^«^s encamped in an advantageous 
tdtoatiaQ ndarPeterwavadin, and watched the mo* 
tioiia of tiie aew viW) whcmi they resolved (9 
attack ki his intrenehnieBta 9 but the Jjneavy rdns 
dM tfBBued obliged thom .to abandon that project 
tod piKthdr^ixoopsmlo ^viiilar quarters* 

• Whilst Louis XIV. was empk^Fed at th» 
169^* iiege of. NamoTy and the duke of Saroy 
* w«s ndsiBgcomribiilionsaa Dauphin^ the 
interests of the German Protestants were consi(kp- 
iMf stvc»sgtlH»ed:by the ci^adioD (^ a ninth ekc- 
torate, ia &voitr <^ the :4uke of Hanover, who 
'had entered kuo the grand aUiaoce^ and promised 
grelit eiquplm -against Fjrfmce and the infidei% on 
condition that he skoidd be gsadean elector of ithe 
empk«« This nolbleraan vms^ supported in his 
«kiim bf Wiliiam king of En^^andy and the.^leqt- 
0T8 . of SaiiCHiy tmdBrandenbuig ; hut the other 
electoral and the college of tckii^Sy. exposed him 
with graat warmth,, and^expr^saed their.astonish- 
ment at the conduct of the emperp];, in attempt- 
iag. to erect &ne<iKeleotorate wHhoiftt. tbe^ceosent 
of the atates* ; Leopold, howevic^ paid 110. atl;^- 
tion to their femonstffHDoet^ butigawfe^he invesij' 
tore toiEpiiest AiJgualus» wi^ .the title «£ elqctor 
of -£^runaa^>and gfeat marshal of the empire* 

£ffflf mrH^'^sismi^ ^1^9 ^tl^.Eceixc^h ass^ 



I^kssed the Rkine near PhiliiMbufi^ «nd tlie mari 
quift de QiadiiU|r enelmiped irts^ UmMbcx^ % 
whUe the diihe de hotgs^ Ht Ihe heed of Oiirtr 
IhotiieeBd meii) erosaed the meuBtaine in ocder Id 
Q^eee Ihe piiteeeC Badetu The itiMiide hsving 
l^aified the subliihd bf HlMMheif ^ end httedebom 
five himdffed id the^i^Mriseft^ e«toed Ihe towoi 
laid coitipelled die govemer to «ufitndcir dn cepi* 
tidadon. The aid^es hei&g fligMii and Ihe garw 
Haon eondueted to Wimpacte ^ the Frentah reduced 
the castle to asheS) net s|!aria9ei^e& (he tomba ef 
the eleelora i^ Paladtie priacea* Abaot dua Itliie 
^c^ dahe of Bvrof mm d^ealed by tadfiatf at 
Mar^aglia ; and the approach of the graod^niir 
irttfe a BUflMfwa affftf c^M^ed die ddke da Gtoy 
to ntlse the iH^te of Belgrade* 
. Piirduant lo the adTice of the pHnsfi of j. ^ 
SmieBi Lcsopeld rea^ved to have a flaM ^^^; 
t^ ye» upon the Dannbe f bat hie 6a§a^ 
cea bekig eithMialed) hewaeebligedtograoleoi]^ 
miMiana to pnvaie adveniurelay ^Wch praved e«» 
freaa^f injwieiia lo octtUiieree^ It waaalaa found 
n eeeooar y 4o kVy a pew la» <ya» H u a giry t mfnt^ 
derio suppeit the eapeiKea of the war i aod tha 
cowl of Vienna mn ao eolaplat^ emhamaBod 
for want of money*) that very > aeneiia eofiae(|aeB» 
eea mighl have bean etpet^edf had notaome loyal 
nobleaaen boFPowed eeoaidevabk samaiqpen their 
^wnofedttf u> pay the gwaaona of Pelerwaradin 
and the- adjaeaai eidaai 

MeaBWhila the i^fi^id^viw paaaed the Savei aad 
w?««tcd Peaerwaradlii lakh as^anny of nine^ 
thouaaod mms #htle hmfleat of one huadred and 
taar reaaaia iidvmoad wkhltf «j|BBbn afaot of the-kn^ 
penalists ; but he was seyerely haiaaaod by per* 
pal«at«Umiiiaa aAihilfcfteahaaB foam 
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b^vy nuns wludi came on idaout Ite end of £kp« 
temb^r compelled ^m to abandcHi hisenterfymieii 

France having sufTened sererelf bj two deficient 
harvests, the commcxi people were' redoced m 
^atextrenuties ; and Louis peicei^ed theneces^ 
sity of effecting a general pacification, or at kasi 
a separate peace with some of the confederatea*-. 
Accordingly, he made some overtures to ^e doke 
of , Savoy, and employed the mediation of tb^ 
kings of Denmark and Sweden for a peace with, 
the German princes ; but the preliminary propo« 
sitions appeared so nnsatisfiictory, that the allies 
resolved to prosecute the war with unresatting 
vigour. 

Whilst the prince of Orajage was employed id 
the reduction of Dixmude, and some c^ier placet 
in the blshi^ric of Liege, the mareschal de Lor- 
ges, having passed the N«ckai% burnt the town of 
Laudenburg, and ravaged the a^acent country^ 
He thea fi^rmed a design of surrounding the im«^ 
perial army, and ordered the mai^s d'UxeUestii 
fall upon their rear, wlalst he himself attacked 
them in fix>nt ; but the prince of Bmlen, suspect^ 
ing his intendoD, immediatdy r^)asaed the Rhmel 
and a sudden swell of that river psecluded the po»* 
sibility of a pursuit. 

In Montserrat, the duke of Savoy and 

i6oc P^^ Eugene undertook the reduction of 

^ Casal, with an army of twelve thousand 

' men, and twenty«foar pieces of cannon ; but after 

the siege was considerably advanced, they were 

compelled, by a heavy fall of snow, to rettim into 

winter quarters. In the month ^ ^mei howc^^ 

they again took the fields s^ ^ town sunender^ 

edon:caiMtulation. « 

Meaawhile the impemltsts ia Uxm^ptf ^ 



^Uiged to reniain ii^ die defaoffive : for the 
Tfuidah ortnf amoonted to upwards of a hundred 
tilKmsand mai ; the fleet upcmUie Danube was uq« 
«n*vtceftble for want of aailprs ; the court of Vienna 
was still peif^exed for mcfoey ; and many officers 
flsfiised to jotn their regimaMs till they had assur- 
aaces of iseceiving tiieir arrears. 

1^ the bei^nning of August, the dector of 
Saxony, marched to PeterwanMikif and from thence 
to the assistance of Veterani> who guarded the 
frontiers of Transylvania ; but the Turks having . 
mad^ themselves masters of Titoul and Lippa, 
came nxp with Velerani before the elector's arrivali 
and defeated him with considerable loss. 

Tte intrigues of the French courty seconded by 
the pope's nuneio and the Venetian envoy, proved 
successfol in detacMng-the duke of Savoy from 
the grand aHianee. Accon^gly, a treaty was pub* 
tish^ under, the title of the neutrality of Italy ; 
the allies began to retire out of a country where 
they were regarded as enemies; and the duke, 
after requesting Leopold to accede ta the neutral- 
ity, jok^ his forces with those of France. Thus» 
by aa adventure scarce^ paralleled in history, the 
same general commanded two contending armies 
in one campaign. The subsequent siege of Va- 
lentia obliged the allies to evacuate Italy, and 
hastened the general pacification c^ th^ foU^wing 
year. 

In the mean time, the elector of Saxony, who 
commanded in Himgary, resolved to attack the 
gvaad-visdr's army, which was encamped in the 
plainof Temeswaer* He accordingly ordered six 
batt«£ons,sttpported by two regiments of dragoons, 
to force the intrenchments, but a body of Turkish 
eaialry soon compelled them to retire, ^nd the ja- 
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•iissane^ kmag peartraiirct to thor. secotid litU^ 
thnesr th^. ^idiole «nx|y into coniusioD. - The impo*- 
.mliilB liQw pre^«d' to repaasi the Beghe, bi£t 
jBuu^ of ilieir bravest tj»opa weve cut off in tfa* 
attempt I and theg^vrefe so pecpetuaUy harassed in 
IbMiir maxt^ that it was with extreme difficulty 
lhey:effected a tctiW to OUaaqh. Shordy aftc^ 
^ this occufvemey the elegtor of Saxony leuounced 
Luthenuiiamr ood was chosen to succeed Johu So* 
bies>a oh li^, throne of Poland* 
^ The Frerich,ha¥iiig withdrawn their troops from 
baiyy ordered Catinat ta undertake the siege of 
« A0^f in Flanders, with forty thousand men, while 
• 3oaffl^s en^ ViUemyt with two other armies, op* 
..posed ti|e pvDgvdsaof the allies. Aeith. was soon 
.fiechioed^ and 4h^ victors (woposed to take poises* 
sionof the {xipt of. An d e r te c h y which might have 
«6Gilitatad the veduQtkm of Biussete-aod Vihrgrde i 
J hut finding the a^s advantageously situated^ they 
thoiighl ps^per laaltep their des^n* 
f ^ Tlie-plenipotentianes of tibe aKes being 
« 1607.* su^^i^ <^^ ^^ Ha^ey while those of France 
resided at DeU^ it waa deemed expedient 
to hc4d the conferences ^at Ryawick ; and bargn 
Lilliemoty ip4ioaicted«s mediator, appointed the 
, first c^anfereace to beheld on the ninth of May. 
The imperial ministers made a tedious answer to 
UieplN^pii^KMsedhjFranc^t AsXfopold was de« 
sirous of continuing the grand alliance, to assist 
, )dm in placing his yoopgest son ^xm thethioneof 
' .Spain ; but Louis having focyned a simikuvdeaJgn 
in&wnir of the duke of Anjou» ueaelved- to hast- 
en a paciSeation, «nd the emperor was ultimaiely 
coii4)elled to ratify a treaty, which h^i already re»- 
ceived tlie approbation of his allies. 
- By the treaty of R]»mck, Lquia X|V« i^freedy 
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Ifaat the felt of Keily with Philipsburg, Friburg, 
and all his other conquests beyond Abace, should 
be restored to the empire ; Leopold ceded Stras- 
burg, and all its territories on the left side of the 
Rhine, to the crown of France ; and the duke of 
Neuberg was re-established in the Palatinate* 

During these negociations, the grand*«gnior 
marched from Belgrade with an intention of be« 
sieging Peterwaradin^ whUe his fleet ot one hun* 
dred and six vessels sailed up the Danube^ and 
passed the Save $ but on the approach of prince 
£i:^ne he changed his design, and made an ir- 
mption into Transylvania. Eugene continued his 
march to watch the enemy's motions, and on their 
forming an encampment near Zenta he resolved 
to draw them to an engagement. The Turks be- 
ing defended by three intrenchmcnts and seventy 
pieces d[ cannon, resisted the attadc of the imperi* 
alists with extraordinary vigour, and returned thetr 
fire with unshaken resdution for upwards of two 
hours ; but their intrenchments were eventually 
forced, and they were utteriy routed with the loss 
of thirty thousand men* The spml taken froni, 
the infidels, on this occasion, consisted of fifteen 
thousand tents, the military chest, the archives 
of the sultan's chancery, nine hundred waggons, 
six thousand camels laden with provision, seven 
thousand horses, and seventy-two heavy can- 
non. After this brilliant exploit, prince Eugene 
took the ca[Mtal of Bosnia by surprise, destroyed 
the fortresses of Dobay, Ms^oy, and Brandack ; 
and led his victorious troops into winter quar- 
ters* The ensuing campaign passed over without 
any action, and a peace was, soon afterward, con- 
cluded between the emperor and the sultan at Car- 
lowitz* 

Vol. XVII. S 
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Louis XIV. having accomplished his de« 
J* J* sign of placing Philip of Anjou on the 
' throne of Spain, ordered French garrisons 
into the Spanish Netherlands and the duchy of 
Milan ; and at the same time sent a squadron of 
vessels to the West Indies. Leopold was highly! 
exasperated at the seizure of the Milanese, which 
devolved to him by the death of the king of Spain, 
and he resolved to assert his right to that territory 
by force of arms. Accordingly he ordered a body 
of twenty-nine thousand men to march into It^ly, 
under the command ' of prince Eugene, and se- 
cured the elector of Brandenburg to his interest,, 
by consenting to acknowledge him as king of Prus-. 
sia. He also endeavoured to negociate alliances 
with the other powers of Europe ; but the kings 
of Denmark, Sweden, and Poland, refused to en-, 
gage ia a league against France, and the Swiss. 
and Venetians declared that they would observe a 
strict neutrality. After some time, however, WiU 
Ham lung of England concluded a treaty with the 
emperor, and the states of Holland ; by which it 
was agreed, that if, in the space of two months, 
Louis did not make any satisfaction, the parties 
concerned should mutually assist each other with' 
their whole strength. , 

Meanwhile prince Eugene, hearing that the. 
mareschal ViUeroy had repaired to Milan, in order 
to.be present at «ome public diversions, formed, 
the design of surprising Cremona. Accordingly, 
he ordered a body of eight thousand men to be 
ready at a certain time to take possession of the> 
bridge .upon the Po, whilst he sent a small detach- 
ment through the ruins of an old aqueduct, and 
by that means obtained admission into the city 
before the garrison had aoy apprehension of his 
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approach. The subsequent conflict between the 
garrison and imperialists was extremely obstinate | 
and Villeroy, who had just returned from Milan, 
was taken prisoner. But, as the German troops 
who had been appointed to seize the bridge arriv- 
ed too late, Eugene was compelled to retreat with 
all possible expedition. 

Queen Anne succeeding to the throne of Eng- 
land, supported the engagements of her illustrious 
predecessor, and, on the fourth of May, declared 
war against France and Spain ; and the Dntchj 
who had hitherto contented themselves with fur- 
nishing some auxiliaries, now became principals 
in the war. • 

Whilst the French army was encamped at 
Cleves, the duke of Marlborough took upon hiih 
the command of the confederates, and endeavour^ 
ed to bring the enemy to an engagement j but the 
deputies of the States General having represented 
to him that it would he more for the advant^ige of 
Hdlahd to recover some towns in Spanish Guel- 
dertand, he detached several parties, who soon 
made themselves masters of Venloo, Stevenswert, 
Maseick, and Rnremond. Mareschal Boufflers^ 
fearing that the allies had a design upon Liege^ 
posted himself at Tongres, in order to secure that 
place ; but^ in 8|Mte of all his exertions, the town 
was compelled to capitulate, and the citadel was, 
soon afterward, taken by assault. About this time, 
the king of the Romans effected the reduction of 
Landau, and left the imperial army at BischweH- 
kr, under the command of the prince of Badem 

As the hostilities between Leopold and Louis 
XIV. did not directly regard the empire, but only 
the succession to the crown of Spsun, several .of 
the German princes had hitherto stood neutral ; 
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but on the elector of Bavaria declaring publicly 
for P'rance, the diet at Ratbbon resohred to es- 
pouse the cause of their sovereign^ and requested 
him to proceed against the elector according to the ^ 
constitution of the empire. Meanwhile the French 
army^ took possession of Neuberg on the Rhine, 
and, after an obstinate conflict with the prince of 
Baden, made themsjelves masters of Triers and 
Traerbach ; while on the other ade, the prince of 
Hesse Cassel marched from liege at the head of 
ten thousand men, and retook Zinch, Brisac, and 
Andemach* About the same time the duke of 
Savoy abandoned the interests of France, aAd 
concluded a treaty of alliance with the emperor. 

Whilst the elector of Bavaria was employed in 
defending his territories from the impermlists^ 
maresch^ Villars had crossed the Rhine^ and 
taken the fortress of Keil, together with seveml 
redoubts* Afterwards attacking the linea of the 
prince of Baden ait Stolhofien, he was repulsed 
with considerate kxss, bnt he contrived to join the 
elector by the passes of the Black Forest, and ob> 
tained a deciuve victory over count Stirum^ while 
another army commanded by the doke of Bur- 
gundy laid siege to Brisac. 

Upon the Lower Rhine, and in Flanders, the 
affairs of the confederates were more successful. 
Count Lotum, general of the Prusttans, made 
himself master of Rhenberg, trnd blocked up 
Guelders ; the duke of Marlborough obliged Bonn 
to surrender after a vigorous siege ; and the French 
were compelled to evacuate Maestricht, after hav- 
ing b\fr^ up the walls and tower. A desperate 
engagement took place, about the same time, be- 
tween the forces of general Opdam and those of 
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the laareschal Boufiiers, but as the loss was nearly 
equal on both sides, each party claimed the victory. 

Shortly after the reduction ofLandaUby . — 
the French, Leopold ceded his pretensions ^y^^' 
to the Spanish monarchy in favour of the 
archduke Charles, who was receiixd at the court 
of £ngland with great magnificence, and sailed 
from thence to Portugal with about nine thousand 
men. Upon his arrival at Lisbon, he published a 
manifesto, promising a pardon to all who should 
abandon the interests of Anjou, while Philip V. 
took still more vigorous measures, and reduced se- 
veral towns on the frontiers of Portugal- At the 
same time the prince of Darmstadt, having made 
an unsuccessful attempt on Barcelona, sailed with 
the combined fleet to Gibraltar, which he reduced, 
and surrendered into the hands of the English. 

While the. duke of Vepdome was rapidly ex- 
tending his conquests in Italy, fresh disturbances 
broke out among the Hungarians, and the male- 
contents,, after ravaging the. duchy of Austria, 
pushed their incursions to the very gates of Vien*. 
na. Ragotski, who had recently escaped fix>m 
piison, commanded an army of twenty thousand 
men ; general Forgarts appeared at the head of eight 
thousand ; and count Caroli, with Esterhagi and 
Berecenni, were employed in assembling an army 
of thirty-eight thousand men« So formidable an 
armament elevated the cours^ and raised the de- 
mands f»f the Hungarians ; insomuch that, they 
grew indiiferent to an accommodation, and seem- 
. ed disposed to drive matters to extremity. 

In the mean time, the elector of Bavaria occu- 
pied the chief posts on the Neckar and Danube ; 
mareschal Tallard penetrated, by forced marches, 
through the Black Forest ; and the empire would,. 
S2 
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in all probabilitf , have sunk under the apias of 
i France^ had not the duke of Marlborough hasten- 
ed to join the prince of Baden, and turned the ba- 
lance of victory l?y his extraordinary exertions. 
Several advantageous propositions* were now made 
to the elector of Bavaria, in order to detach him 
from the interest of Louis XIV., but, although . 
the battle of Blenheim was lost ^ter prodigious 
slsHighter, the electress was obliged to implore the 
' protection of the imperial court at the price of half 
her dominions, and the electorate was reduced to 
the utmost distress, he remained firmand unmov^ 
ed in l|is resolution. 

Aftd^ mature deliberation, the confederates re- 
solved to undertake the siege of Landau, and here 
the brave defence of Laubanis excited the asto* 
nishment of all Europe. This intrefnd officer, 
though labouring under bodily infirmity and the 
misfortune of blindness, behsrved with sdl the ar- 
dour and impetuosity of youth. He replied to a 
menacing summons sent by ^e king of the Ro^ 
mans, ^ that he could not lose the glorious oppor- 
tunity of perishing in the service of his country^ 
and erecting the most honourable monument (9 
his own memory on the ruins of Landau." His 
subsequent conduct was perfectly consistent with 
this assertion ; for he obstinately defended the last 
remaining work, causing himself to be led to the 
trenches in order to feel the progress of the ene- 
my, and giving directions for sallies, which his sol- 
diers obeyed without murmuring, and executed 
with irresistible fury. At length, however, Lau- 
banis was wounded— every inch of ground was 
immediately lost ; the garrison began to' sink be- 
neath their fatigue ; and the enemy made vigo* 
rous preparations for a general assault. These 
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Circumstances induced the governor to prevent an 
unnecessary efiosion of Mood hy an honourable ca» 
pitulaMon-; and his proposals were readily aoceptf 
ed) after the allies had lost neai*ly ten thouseokl 
mat in the prosecution of ^e siege* 

This campaign terminated with the battle of 
Cassano, in which prince Eugene was defeated^ 
a£ter having maede the most arduous exertioi^s for 
the restoration of the emperor's affsdrs in Italy* 
Greatly inferior in force, distressed for necessaries, 
and supported only by his own genius, he en^ 
countered Vendome, the best general of France, 
at the head ci an army flushed with conquest ; but 
Ms prodigies of vahmr now proved unavailing, .loid 
lus gallant followers were overpowered by num^ 
■ocrs* 

The prihces of Germany how began to repro- 
bate the war, as having been productive of nothing 
bi^ usekss victories, slaughter, and desolation ; 
die republic of Holland startled several difficultiea 
respecting her quota of troops and money; the 
prince of Hesse insisted that his men should never 
be commanded by Dutch officers ; and the prince 
of BiMlen refused to acknowledge that superiority 
which the other inferior officers of the empire con- 
sidered as due to the States General* Such was 
the distracted state of the court of Vienna when 
the emperor Leopold died in the forty-seventh 
year of his reign. This prince is said to have 
maintaihed'the affection of his subjects, and conci- 
liated the esteem of his neighbours by his affable 
behaviour, and it is certain that his prudence often 
preserved the diadem which tottered on his head. 

Upon the accesnon of Joseph to the im- ^ 
periah throne, it was generally expected j*^' 
that a terminatbn would be put to the war, 
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which had already desolated Germany^ and impo« 
verished a considerable part of Europe : but the 
opportunity of penetrating into France was now 
lost ; the English peremptorily refused to Hstento 
an accommodation ; and Louis was not sufEdent- 
ly humbled to propose such conditions to the em- 
peror as he could with honour accept. ' 

To compromise the differences with the Hun* 
garians, Joseph dismissed those- mini8ter& .that 
were attached to the interests of the Jesuits, aad 
offered to convoke a general diet, where the pre- 
tensions of the discontented chiefs might be exa- 
mined, and all grievances taken into connderation. 
But the malecontents declared, that they would 
hearken to no proposals till the emperor shoidd eti« 
gage to banish all the Jesuits, to restore to the peo- 
pk their ancient right of electing their own sove- 
reigns, and to give ample security that no foreign 
troops should ever be quartered in the kingdom, 
or employments bestowed but upon Hungariaxis, 
except in cases where the diet should think pro- 
per to gratify extraordinary services by preferment. 
The consequence of this declaration being dreaded 
by the confederates, they undertook to mediate an 
accommodation, and conferences were actually 
opened at Tymaw ; but some inconsiderable ad- 
vantages encouraged the emperor to rise in his 
demands, and the negociation was suddenly bro- 
ken off. 

General Heberville, having raised the blockade 
of Waradin, advanced within sight of the male- 
contents, in the neighbourho5Mi of Scibo, and de- 
termined to draw them to an engagement. The 
enemy sustained his first attack with extraordina- 
ry firmness, and tvvicie repulsed his troops with 
great slaughter j but being at length ovetpowered 
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by the imperial cavalry, they were obliged to aban- 
don their camp with precipitation* This victory 
was soon feUowed by the total reducticm of Tran- 
sylvania* 

Whilst Vienna rung with rejoicings for this 
brilliant success. Lower Hungary, Moravia, and 
the hereditary dominions of the house of Austria, 
were literally desolated by the rebels; and such 
ciowds of Austrian peasants flocked to their 
8tandeu:d, that they bade defiance to opposition, and 
positively refused an armistice which was proposed 
by the mediators* 

In the mean time, mareichal Villars was at the 
head of a formidable army on the Moselle ; the 
banks of the Rhine were covered by the numerous 
troops of Marsin ; the elector of Bavaria had ta- 
ken Huy ; and Liege must probably have surren- 
dered, had not the resistless arm of Marlborough 
. -iatierposed for its preservation* That nobleman, 
with his accustomed intreindity, forced the elec- 
4mr's lines near Messeling on the Maine, and ob- 
liged him to retire in disorder towards Louvain* 
His prions ardour, however, was checked by the 
unseasonable caution of the Hollanders, and he 
justly complained that they wrested victory out of 
his hands* Violent altercations ensued between 
Mariborough and the prince of Baden, and a sepa- 
ration of the « allied army enabled ViUars to rein- 
force the elector of Bavaria with thirty battalions 
and fifty squadrons* 

During these transactions, Joseph found him- 
self invohred in a dispute with the Roman pontiff. 
Cavaletti, one of the imperial ambassador's do- 
mestics at Rome, had been thrown into prison fin> 
striking some officers of justice, and the aflair was 
represented at Vienna in saserious a manner, that 
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the count de Lamberg was itnmediaitely recalled^ 
and the pope's nuncio was desired to quit the im-* 
perial court. This trivial circumstance was suf- 
ficient to revive an ancient controversy ; > and the 
emperor now demanded that Palavicini, governor 
of Rome, should be banished ; that a process form- 
ed against the marquis del Vasto, who had been 
vested with the character of ambassador from the 
archduke Charles, should be burnt by the common 
executioner ; that his holiness should immediately 
send a cardinal to apologise for his conduct ; and 
that Ferrara should admit an imperial garrison. 
Had Joseph persisted in these demands, the pope 
would, in all probability, have been effectually 
humbled ; but, after some time, the affair seemed 
to sink into oblivion. 

Meanwhile Bavaria groaned under the most 
cruel and tyrannical oppressions. A treaty had 
been concluded between the electress and the im<- 
perialists, by which all acts of hostility on both 
sides were to cease ; the elector was to be regards 
ed merely as a general of Louis XIV. at the head 
of a French army ; the Bavarians were to be coo- 
firnied in all their privileges; and the revenues of 
Munich and its dependencies were to remain UII7 
touched, as constituting the support of the princess 
and the electoral family. But the Austrian forces 
had no sooner taken possession of the country, 
than the electoral palace was stripped of all its rich 
furniture ; the nobility and people were oppressed 
with exorbitant contributions ; many individuals 
were imprisoned, upon suspicion of . concealing 
their property ; and even the tombs were violated 
in quest of hidden treasure. Loud complaints 
were consequently made to the imperial commis- 
saries, and crowds of sufferers poured out their 



OSRMANT* SOS 

ipievances in the mo^t pathetic manner t but thehr 
sighs, tears, and piteous exclamations, were treat* 
ed with brutal neglect ; and the aggressors endea« 
iroured to justify their proceedings, by chai^g 
the Bavarians with a dangerous conspiracy. 
. After these flagrant acts of injustice had for 
some time been committed with impunity, count 
de Lowenstein, governor of the province, publish- 
ed an edict, enjoining all the young men, from the 
age of eighteen to thirty-five, to appear at certain 
places^ in order to be draughted Tor recruits to the 
regiments in Hungary and Italy. The peasants, 
alarmed at this cruel ordinance, endeavoured to 
elude compliance by a temporary concealment ; 
but their evasion was instantly construed into an 
act of rebellion, and all the gaols in Bavaria were 
soon crowded with unfortunate wretches, who had 
been dragged out of churches, nnmasteries^ and 
other places of refuge ; while their houses were 
pillaged, and their litde magazines of provision 
inhumanly destroyed. Distracted by these cala- 
mities, and rendered desperate by the pressure of 
extreme want, the sufferers at length resolved to 
unite for their own defence, and join the Bohe- 
mian malecontents against their common enemy. 
This plan being immediately reduced to execu- 
tion, an army of twenty thousand men took the 
field, and made themselves masters of several im- 
portant places ; but, finding it impossible to make 
a long resistance agaitist regular troops, they kdd 
down their arms, upon assurances of a general 
atnnesty. The Austrian faith, however, was soon 
violated ; and the unhappy leaders of the insur- 
rection were treated with die most savage barba- 
rity. At this time the electress, who had been to 
visit her mother, the queen of Poland, demanded 
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leave to return to her domlmons ; but just as she 
arrived on the finrntierS) she was prohibited from 
pursuing her journey, and . deprived of the poor 
aatis&ction of mingling her tears with those <^ her 
£dthful subjects. 

j^ In the mean time Joseph, having con- 
*^* strained the aulic eouncil to proscribe the 
electors of Bavaria and Cologne, convened 
a numerous assembly to witness the ceremonial 
of their disgrace. Being seated in his imperial 
throne, he caused the acts to be recited by which 
Leopold had invested the proscribed princes with 
the electoral dignity : he then tore them in 
pieces, dashed them on the ground, and directed 
the heralds at arms to throw them into the street* 
The decree of the aulic council was then publicly 
proclaimed in all the principal streets of Vienna ; 
a price w«s set upon the head of the elector of Ba* 
varia ; and the same measure would have been ta- 
ken against the elector of Cologne, had not his ec* 
clesiastical character exempted him from such se* 
verity. These rigorous proceedings, however, 
were strongly reprobated by several of the Ger» 
man princes, and many of them expressed great 
astonishment at the emperor's inflexibility. 
- M. Villars, being apprised of these circum- ' 
stances, determined to use his utmost endeavours 
for restoring the affairs of the electors, and de- 
monstrating the injustice of their sentence. Hav- 
kig advanced 4)y rs^id marches along the Sar, he 
compelled the prince of Baden to retire precipi- 
tatefy toward Drusenheim ; and the imperialists 
were driven from place to place, without the cre- 
dit of striking a single blow, or making the least 
resistance. *The French commander availed him- 
self of tlus general consternation^ to gain possession 
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of several fortresses between the tivets Moter and 
Spirebach, and to reeerirer Hagfiettatt .frotti the 
enemy. About the same tnne, the Hungartaii 
malecontents, having fbvced the mtrenchments of 
Guy de Staremberg, made an imiptioQ into Aus* 
tria, and concerted a scheme Tdr«ehtiig the em- 
peror as he was )ninting in the ibrest of Eberdorf t 
but this project accidentally miscamed* 

The affairs of the imperiaKsts in Uidf 
were not more fortunate : the FraM^, un* ^' ^' 
der M. Berwick, had gained such « decided ' ^' 
superiority, that they actually meditated the coti* 
quest of aft Piedmont, while prmoe Eugene found 
it equally Impracticable to animate the councils or 
qiucken the measures of the courts of Vienna* At 
length, however, the sum of 25,0002. sterling was 
borrowed from the English ; ahd 'Eugene rej^uved 
with a numerous army to 'X>ATiti, ttt the veiy mo- ' 
ment that the capital was on the veirge^f destrac* 
tion. This was indeed an extraordimny eiEertion, 
and the rapidity with which he recovered aH the 
lucent conquests must' indisputsybly transmit his 
* memory with glory to the latest posterity : but 
the duke of Marlborough rivalM hki feme at the 
battle of Ramilies, in which Villeroy was utterly 
defeated, with the loea of his cannon, baggage^ 
' and a prodigi6us number of men^ who were 4^er 
killed or taken pri^nei^. 

The k>ng duration of a war in whkh aH Eim^ 
had some concern entirely drained tiie provkiees 
of money, and incapacitated them fhom furnishing 
the usual supplies. But ttve impemi and British 
courts, and the States Genieral^ were not yet sa- 
tiated with conquest. The cirele% of Ae Upper 
and Lower Rhme, with those of SwaUa und I^^- . 
coilia, complained of tftie impraoticabilit^ of-de- 
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fending the frontiers unless the stipulated force* 
were regularly levied ; and it was therefore re- 
solved^ that an army of forty thousand men should 
be raised for this purpose. Maga^nes were also 
ordered to be erected at Philipsburg ; Landau was 
to be well fortified and garrisoned ; and recruits, 
were to be sent off with the greatest expedition, 
to complete all the imperial regiments in Savoy- 
At the same time, the emperor' ceded Valencia 
and Alexandria, with their dependencies, to Vic- 
tor Amadeus duke of Savoy, and invested the 
archduke with the duchy of Milan* 

Upon the demise of Lewis prince of Baden, the 
command of the imperial army on the Rhine was 
given to the margrave of Brandenburg Bareith ; 
but as his troops did not exceed twenty thousand, 
men, and most of these were newly levied and 
indifferently armed, it appeared impossible to re- 
sist the superior force of M* ViUars and to de- 
fend the lines at Stolhoffen^ which covered the 
territory of Baden Dourlach, and extended to the 
impassable mountains of the Black Forest. Villars 
was perfectly acquainted with the state of the im- 
perial army, and amused them with several feints 
and false attacks, while he was assembling twenty 
battalions and forty-five squadrons, under the count 
de Broglio, at Lauterberg. Filling sixty boats with 
grenadiers, he hastened to the isle of Newburg, 
whence he chased the imperialists, after a short 
resistance ; and, on his preparing to attack the 
lines, the margrave retired with the utmost pre- 
cipitation, leaving the enemy in possession of all 
the strong works of Stolhoffen, together with all 
the tents, artillerpr, baggage and ammunition. Vil- 
lars consequently became master of the whole mar- 
quisate of Baden^ and soon afterward penetrated 



info the duchy of Wirtemberg, which he taxed at 
the rate of two millions of livres. 

Meanwhile the circles of Swabia and Franconia 
remonstrated to the diet at Ratisbon upon the dan- 
gers which threatened their territories, and inti- 
mated, that if speedy measures were not taken 
for their defence they should be obliged to accept 
a. neutrality, which had been offered by the king 
of Francew These representations, and the sub- 
sequent assurance that Baden and some other 
frontier towns had resolved to conclude a separate 
pacification, effectually alarmed the diet, and in- 
duced them to exert their utmost vigilance for 
preventing so dangerous a breach in the states of 
the empire^ After mature deliberation, it was re- 
.aolved that thee margrave of Bareith should hasten 
to join the troops of Westf^alia and other circles, 
-assembling in the neighbourhood of Mentz, and 
that, after this junction^ he should proceed to the 
-Rhine ; as it was expected that M« Villars, who 
,Jhad now advanced into the interior of Germany, 
would follow the margrave's route. This project 
-was immediately reduced to execution ; and the 
impeiaal general passed through Franconia witli 
such rapidity, as baffled all tlie endeavours of Vil- 
lars to obstruct his progress. The French com- 
mander, however, sent a detachment of four thou- 
.aand men to defend the lines at Lauterberg, while 
the count de Broglio secured LaufFen on the Neck- 
ar, and the.mareschal in person hastened to Dour- 
lach. His approach frustrated the design which 
the imperialists .had formed against Alsace, and 
enabled him to lay the whole Palatinate under 
contribution* Shortly after these transactions, the 
margrave of Bareith i^signed his command, which 
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was bebtowed) with the title of veldt-iiiarescha], 
on the elector of Hanover« 

Meanwhile the affaira of Spain bore a very 
gloomy aspect. The battle of Almanza was lost ; 
all the designs of the confederates wera rendered 
.abortive, by the superior vigilance anq genius of 
M« Berwick ; and the kingdoms of Alragoii and 
Vakntia were obliged to submit to the .Conqueror. 
These misfortunes, however, were in .some mea- 
sure counterbalanced by the revolution in. Naples, 
which raised the archduke Charles jto the sove- 
reignty of that kingdonu . ■ 

Whilst the imperial, diet was distracted by'idtep- 
cations respecting the prosecxUion of. the ^ai^ the 
king of Portugal^ the dulLe d SoiitoYfjpnfacc ¥kii» 
gene, the prince of He8S0-Cas8eiy.asd theduke of 
Wirtemberg, were ail: damonous for mtrntft 
troops, and other necessaries; All- were eqaaiiy 
embarrassed, and all their projects were completely 
at a stand ; but nothilig cbuld quicken the proeeed- 
ings of the Germanic body* Witiiout the aid of 
England^ the <x>n&derates must inevitably have 
been ruined, and all the brilliant victories of £ir- 
gene and Marlborough rendered abortive. Birfc 
the British parliament adhered strictly to their 
engagements, and exerted themselves with such 
activity, that the combined armies were at length 
put in motion. In Flanders the battle of Oude^* 
narde was gained under the auspices of Marlbo- 
rough and Eugene, though the enemy were head- 
ed by a prince of tlk blood, and assisted by the duke 
of Ven^me, who was generally considered as the 
prop of Louis's declining glory. Lisle, Ghent, 
and other cities, were also speedily reduced » and 
the impetuosity of the confederates seemed utteriy 
irre^stible. 



Hungaxy, unfortunately, was still the theatre of 
dinarchy aiid rebellion* The inalecontents, though 
Drequently defeated, obstinately refused to listen to 
an aceoftimodation ; and the court of Vienna was 
alarmed by iatelHgence of their having forced the 
lines of Petronelle, carried Fort Rust by assault, 
and plundered all the towns and villages to a con- 
siderable extent. Their armies, their courage, and 
theirprospects, seemed to be daily augmented ; and 
they declared their resolution of sustmning every 
extremity rather than renounce their pretensions* 

During these transactions, the Roman pontiflT 
Sundered out an excommunication against some 
imperial officers who had exacted contributions 
from the clergy of Parma; and took this opportu- 
nity of wreaking his vengeance for the late insult 
which Joseph had oflfered to his authority* But 
the emperor treated his menaces with contempt, 
and made such fonmdable preparations for assert*- 
ing his own rights, that the Italian states were im- 
mediately overwhelmed with consternation, and 
Clement was eventually compelled to sue fi>r peace. 
About this time, the ninth electorate, which had 
been created by Lieopold in fevour of the duke of 
Hanover, was confirmed by the states of the em- 
pire ; and the emperor Joseph was acknowledged 
to have a voice in the electoral college as king of 
JSohemia — an honour which none of his predeces*- 
sors had enjoyed since Ladislaus* 

After an unsuccessful negociation be- 
tween the courts of Versailles and Vienna, ^'^' 
both sides prepared, with augmented fury, 
for the prosecution of the war. The confederates, 
under Eugene and Marlborough, were again vic- 
torious in the Netherlands : Villars lost the battle 
of Malplaquet , but it has been justly remarked, 
T2 
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that he was formidikbk m Im defeat, atid fttained 
deeply wiUi Mood the laurel* gained by his ene* 
inies. On the Rhine, howerer, the imperialfsts 
were less successful ; and count Thaun, who com* 
manded in Italy, found it impossitde to acquire any 
important advantage. 

While the allies were prosecuting tiie war in 
Flanders, Louis XIV; made fresh overtures of 
• peace by his secretary, the marquis de Torcy, but 
although he offered to accept some of the condi- 
tions which he had rejected in the preceding yeai) 
Joseph was still inexoraUe ; and the confederates 
gradually rose in their demands, till at length they 
plainly declared, that no treaty of pacification 
could take effect^ unless the most Christi^in king 
would contribute his assistance to dethrone his 
own grandson. 

No sooner Were the conferences broke off at 
Gertrudenburg, than the allies renewed hostilitiea 
in the Netherlands, and made themselves masters 
of Aire, St. Venant, and Bethune ; but these ad* 
vantages were purchased by the loss of twenty 
thousand men. Towards the Rhine no considera- 
ble action was performed ; for the strength of the 
adverse armies was nearly equal, and the respective 
commanders were unwilling to hazard an engage* 
ment. In Hungary die affairs of the empire were 
rather more prosperous than in the preceding 
campaign ; but the old obstructions to peace stiS 
remained, and all attempts to soothe the malecon* 
tents proved entirely fruitless. 

Meanwhile the succours afforded by England 
enabled the archduke Charles to gain the victory 
of Saragossa, which must have established him on 
the Spanish throne had the advantages been pro- 
perly pursued^ But the arrival of ^Dc Vendome 



icxm reitoi«d the a&ini of Phyip V., and raised 
him from a fugitive piiace to a tiiiin^)hant mo« 
imrch. The foliowitigiiote was written to him by 
Veodeme oa Ibe night succeeding the battle :•— 
^ Sipe, I have prepared for you the best and most 
glorious bed in which you ever s^pU" This bed 
was composed of colours and trophies taken from 
the enemy ; and Philip actu^y reposed himself 
on it for several hours. 

The beginning of this year was marked ^ 
by a revolution in the English ministry ; ^l^^' 
and the interests of Europe w<6re sensibly af« , 
fected by the dea^ of the emperor, who fell a mar* 
tyf to the smatt-pox and the unskilfulness of his 
physicians^ in ^e {mme of life. Hia character has 
been viuiouidy reptesenled : but from a review of 
his actions we may pronounce him less gientle^ 
niild, and aflal4e$ than his &ther ; though his spii^ 
and vivadty sometimes procured him the tr^ute 
of admiration. Impatient of o[^>08ition, he was 
haughty, active, and enteiprinng, and frequently 
pursued from motives of resentment what he had 
first undertaken from policy. His success aug* 
nented the pride oi his disposition, and adifed fu- 
el to a fire which had long burnt with extreme vi- 
<4ence« In the space of five years he saw Lom« 
bardy subdued, Piedmont evacuated, Naples • re^ 
duced, and the Netherlands conquet^ by his own 
arms and those of his allies. In his imperial ca« 
pacity he certainly governed with more despo- 
tism than any of his predecessors, and the house 
of Bavaria was a monument of the inflexibility of 
his temper. 

. The emperor's death was announced, by circular 
letters, to the princes of Germany, and dispatches 
were immediately sent to England and Hoiland> 



Sid G£RMANY«: 

where the imperial mkiisters labout^ to demon* 
fitrate that this event ought to effect no change in 
^e views of the confederates* Her. Britantiie 
majesty, however, resolved on an accommodation 
with France ; and many of tlie Germanic states in^ 
sisted on the expediency of terminating a waF) 
which had occasioned a prodig^us effusion, of 
blood, and entirely drained the empire of resources* 
When the electoral college assembled, in ordeic 
to supply the vacancy on the imperial thrane, it 
was generally expected that ^eir suffrages would 
be given in favour of the prince of Poland, who 
resided with great splendour at Frankfort ; and 
whose noble air, obliging address, and unlimited 
munificence, had rendered him extremely popular* 
But whilexhe eyes of all Europe were fixed upon 
this prince;, it was diso^ered that he had merelj 
.visited Frankfort for his amusement, and had no 
intention of aspiring to the imperial dignity* The 
day of the elecdon being fixed, the archduke 
Charles was proposed as a candidate, and the elec- 
tor of Mentz gained for him all the votes by a de* 
cisive argument* '^ The empire," said he, /^ is a 
wife of high birth without a fortune. She require^ 
a great oxpenditui^e for her maintenance ; and the 
house of Ausjtria alone possesses revenues adequate 
Xq that purpose." 

Upon the first intimation of his election, 
jjti. ^^Aries set out from Barcelona, and on his 
' arrival at Frankfort he sworoto observe the 
imperial capitulation in the manner it was pro- 
posed by the electors. The ceremony of his co- 
ronation was then performed with gre^t magnifi- 
cence, and several gold medals were distributed 
among the princes of tlie empii^ and the foreign 
'ambassadors* 
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As the queen of England had acquainted her 
parliament -with her pacific intendons, and Hol- 
land was upon the point of concluding a separate 
treaty, the new emperor found himself under t)ie 
necessity of sustaimog the entire weight of a war 
with France and Spaia, or of accepting the terms 
.'oiRered by Louis. At this junctnue it was. indis- 
•pensably necessary t6 appease the disturbances of 
Hungary ; and the empress^dowager and couiit 
Palfi exerted themselves so vigorously in that de- 
isign, that they eventually i^tained a cessation of 
hostilities, by promising that prince Ragotski 
should receive full pardon and restitution of his 
testates^ on Va taking an oath of fidetity to the em- 
peror ; 4ha(t religion should be maintained on the 
footing^esubliirtiedby la^iv ; that the people should 
liave fiM liberty to represent their grievances tb 
the diet ; and that, if Ragotski did not accept the 
amnesty withh» a* limited time,, all the rest of th^ 
nobility should be entitled to the advantages speci- 
fied in the ti«aty« 

This, pacification was negociated, on the part of 
the Hungarians, by count Caroli; but as he had 
acted without the consent of Ragotski and His 
principal adherents^ they disiivowed his conduct, 
and prepaced for continuing the war. Their de- 
sign, however, was rendered abortive by want of 
troops, and the loss of several fortresses ; and the 
revolt oi Hungary was happily terminated, while 
Ragotski retin^d ta England to enjoy the blessings 
of freedom and security. 

After a congress had been held at Utrecht for 
the purpose of op^img negOciations between the 
hoB^ powers,' th^ allies it solved to make some 
fresh exertions against the crown of France ; and 
ft was generally supposed that the queen of £ng- 
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land, tired out mth the clamours of Mr ^llesj 
would enter zealously into this measure : but 
Eugene entertained suspicions, and expressed his 
impatience at the mysterious conduct of the Bri- 
tish officers. When the confederates had passed 
the Scheld,. and encamped opposite to the enemy, 
•Eugene proposed a junction between the English 
and Austrian forces ; but this proposal was re- 
jected ; and, after some time, the duke of Ormond 
produced his orders not to act offensively* Exa^ 
perated at this discovery, the imperial and Dutch 
generals declared they would prosecute the war 
without the queen's concurrence; and demonstrate 
lo her that England was of less consequence to the 
alliance than she imagiC^ed. Having made this de- 
claration they undertook the siege of Quesnoi, and 
pushed on their attacks with such vigour^ that the 
garrison were coraptlled to surrender atdiscri&tioit; 
while the duke of Ormond withdi:eV his army, 
and took possei^sion of Dunkirk. 

Elated by their success at Quesnoi, the allies 
resolved to attempt the reduction of Lahdreci, 
which was accordiegly invested by the prince of 
>Anhalt Dessau, with thirty-four battalions .and 
thirty squafirons ; while prmce Eugene, with the 
.remsdndei* of the army, covered the. sl^p^ and took 
'^very preicaution to. ensure success. Mareschal 
Villarsj^, however, soon obliged them to abandon 
their enterprize ; and recovered all the conquests 
which they had made in three, successive cait^ 
paigns. About the same time, the emperor Charles 
was crowntd king of Hungary, witlioutihe form- 
ality of an election, which be regarded as a mei^ 
ceremony ; and with respqct to Bohemia, he did 
not think even a coronation necessary to the com- 
plete investiture of the sovereignty. These pror 
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Ceedings excited such general discontent in Upper 
Hungary, that upwards of six hundred persons had 
recourse to arms ; but they were immediately 
suppressed by two imperial regiments, and the 
court of Vienna took effectual precautions to over- 
awe the country. 

Charles seems to have flattered himself that the 
French monarch, being advanced in years, and 
harassed by perpetual inquietudes, must soon finish 
his career, and that the subsequent minority would 
produce a revolution favourable to the empire. 
The Dutch also seemed rather desirous of extend- 
ing the flames of war, than cherishing the bless- 
ings of tranquillity ; and the influence of prince 
Eugene seemed to throw insurmountable obstacles 
in the way of a general pacification. 

At this juncture, however, the duke of Savoy, 
began to cool in his attachment toward the house 
of Austria. - Tired with a war which only con- 
tributed to his ruin and the opposition to his own 
daughter's elevation, he resolved to commit his 
affait*s into the hands of the queen of England^ 
who immediately undertook to mediate his peace 
with Louis, and also to procure for him the crown 
of Sicily, and the reversion of the Spanish mo- 
narchy in de&ult of male issue of the direct line. 
A treaty having been concluded to this effect, and 
the courts of Savoy and Portugal having acceded to 
the treaty of Utrecht, the queen drew off all her 
forces from Portugal and Catalonia; and, after 
mature deliberation, the States General resolved on 
a peace with France. 

The ne^ociations at Utrecht now assumed a 
more pleasmg aspect^ and most of the clouds which 
had been raised by jealousy or resentment were 
iQimediately dissipated* The congress was opened 
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l»7 a number of ministers who were equaUf &fhed 
for ability and elOcutibn* All practised the utmost 
refinements of policy ; each enforced Ms master's 
rights with enei*getic 2eal ; aiid their pet^evotmce 
eventually triumphed over all difficulties. Accord- 
ingly, after some violent altercations, it was agreed 
that the imperialists should evacuate Catalonia^ 
and a neutrality take place in Italy; that ail 
armistice should be published in Catdoiiia, and 
that, on the day of its publication, the imperialists 
should surrender Barcelona or Tarragona ; that 
all prisoners on eithet side should be released ; that 
an amnesty should be published in Spain ; and that 
the utmost influence of iier Britannic majesty, and 
the king of France, shotdd be exerted to persuade 
Philip V. to leave the Catalans in full possession o£ 
$heir liberties. 

The subsequent propositions respecting 
' ' the cession of conquests were peremptorily- 
refused by count Zinzendorf ; and his con* 
duct was approved at the court of Vienna, where . 
the peace was violently contested, and her Bri* 
tannic majesty was libelled in a most scandalous 
manner, for having withdravm herself from the 
grand alliance. Sums of money were now borrow* > 
ed for the prosecutlCn of the war, and prince Eu- 
gene was again employed to check the arms of 
France; but these exerdoas proved totsJly unavail* 
ing ; and the reduction of Keiserlauter, Linenga^ 
Volstein^ and Friburg, convinced the emperor of 
his own inferiority^ and the impos^bility of pro* 
secuting a claim against two powerful monarchies, . 
in which he must rely entirely upon the abilities of 
his general, unsupported by men or momsy. £u* 
gene was, Uierefbre^. permitted to open a negocia* 
tion with M* Viliar% at the castle of Ra^tadt j and. 



after a few days, a definitive treatyr was concludedi 
by which it was agreed that Philipsburg and Fri- 
burg should be restored to the emperor ; that all 
the French conquests on this side the rivef 
Queisch should be confirmed to his most Christian 
majesty ; and that the proscribed electors should, 
be reinstated in all their former dignities and pos« 
sessions. Such was the termination of a sanguis 
luuy war which bad continued almost during three 
reigps, and involved all the powers of Europe. 
During the. confusions which it occasioned, the 
emperors exerted themselves to extend th^ir. pre- 
rogatives K> the prejudice of the Germanic, bod^ ; 
and it is highly. probable) that. if France had not 
acted with sucb resolution on behalf of the pro-^ 
scribed electors^ ^be privileges <)f the empire would 
have been totally subjected to the arbitrary ^^crees 
of the house of Austria*, 
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CHAPTER VI. 



Fr&m the Treati^ of R^OMrndtyto the general Fecust qf 
T80U 

TMMEMATELY lifter the coticlusioR 
1714.* ■*' <rf the treaty of Rastadt, ehadesDuas* 
alarmed hj some hostile proceediQgs of* 
the Turks, but these were somi r^Hilsed l^the 
sword of Eugene ; and twodeciaive vMories- 0b*( 
taihed by that hero at Peterwaradiii and Bdi^rad^t^ 
c(>liged the infidels to accede to^ a paeiikaiiotw^ 
Prom this time the emperor was ceutinui^y «m«« 
ployed In ibrming projects for the preservation and ! 
increase of his hereditary doralniOBs in ItHiy ;- and^ 
the accession of the house of Hanover to the throne 
of England) gave him a very decisive importance 
in the affiiirs of Europe^ I^s knowledge of this 
advantage rendered him assuming, and his haughty 
conduct occasioned a breach between him and 
George I«9 whic)^ threatoied very serious conse^ 
quences : but as the aggrandisement of Hanover > 
was a &vourite object with the British court, and 
Charles was equally de«rous of establishing the 
Pragmatic Sanction in &vour of his daughter, mu* 
tual concessions were made during the reign of 
George IL, uid the electoeof Saxony was persuad- 
ed to relinquish his claims upon the Austrian sue- 
cesmn* 

Some time after this accommodation, Charles 
entered into a fresK war with the Turks, under 
the expectation of indemnifying himself for soBie 
great sacrifices which he had been compelled to 
make to the princes of Bourbon. But, on this 



occurioOf Ut ko|iK0 were entirely giKxindleflB. 
Prince Evgeii^. wl^o had fermei^y tsfiasexl yigottr 
and esM^ation inloibe iioperi*! tvoops, <was now 
dead; and the war was carried fm with very HI suc- 
cess, tUl, at lengthy cardinal Flefiry undertook to 
aiediate a peac^) attd isbtained better ierms for Ger- 
. loany than she hnd any reason to expect. Having 
n^fied this treaty^ and gtven his eldest daughter 
. mviarriage to thd duke of Lortnane^ Charles paid 
the debt of iwimt in Ihe '.twcnt^*<»imh year of 
his r^gn. 

ThedeiA of 4hi8 [iriiiee was Mtow«d 
hyYory serious eonmofeioo*; and aiithat j*^ 
h^ hn^so long Monred fer must have^beeo 
oie ffbww r n i had itngthem for thefinnnesswi 
.miMiUiQil of his Bttegmic .majest^^ The young 
.Jkasg of Prosiia- marched- wkh«a j^owiiaful amy 
kilo Silesia, whtchrhc asserted had been* uajmiigr 
wmled.ftoni his fomily^; and Fm»ce» Spabi, and 
Uii&ekolor of Bavaria, set u^nefsml claims, which 
werb akogeliler tnooinpntftikii l»i^- the PragiRaik 
Sanction^- :h.^- 

The unpdrial thfone^ aiter having been ', 
.kM% vncaat, ms ait length fiiod iftp by the ^' ^* 
ietetDrof Bnvana^ who assumed the tiiie 
ofChafies VIL: while the Ji^ronofa took ponMsnen 
x>fithe capital of Bohemia ; and the (|iiee& of Hnn- 
gary was compelled So nsahe a foranal nenonciation 
-of'the dochy of Siloda todiekingof Prussia. Her 
youth and boanCy,' however, made a sensible im« 
pv^sskMODthehoAsinof tiiefiungshians, and in- 
:diioed them to deelase unanimously in her&voor. 
AeeonKn^i her generals ncted with sncfa^ ex- 
traofdniaiy vigilance that theFmnch ^ere soon 
idiaaedout of Boitettiia ; George U., at the head 
of an Engfiflh sM^Hanorerion aitsif, gamnd tiR. 



hmonn battle of Dettiiigeif ; aaidChttfeftVlI: was 
vedireed to' such eiEtfeiiiities,'^ajlii^ PmM ha?e 
concluded ptsace whh the qaeeti of Huagttrjr tifKxi 

-any terms that were not abs^atdy injurk)«»':to 

'his honour. But that princess impiKKlentlf re- 
fused to hftteii to' any accommodation, tiH the king 
c^ Pl-ussia led a numerous army into BohemAa, 
and subdued the gpneatest part of that kingdoni, 
under pretence of supporting the impetial d^nity. 
A D ^^^^ ^^ demise of GbaHes ViL wd 
J ' • the subsequent election of the dakevof 

' * Lorraine, conSort to her Hungarian ma- 

jesty, thcf kkig of Prussia asseited, that the eth- 
press-queen, the empress sof Russia, and the king 

'jtai Poland, as t^lecior^ Saxony,. ht^ entered htto 
rBeeret convention to stt^ htm of his domminnft, 
and divide them among . themselves. On i*iw 
pretence he tiM>k up arms against the kkng of 
Poland, defeated his' troops, dhs^ed hmi out of 
Saxony, and heidr the ciQr of Dresden as alogal 
conquest, ttn:his BritafiiiiesMtjesl7.mtetfoed«ti^ 
negociated an accommodation. By the subsequent 
treaty of ^Atx^la^Chapelle, the duchy of ^ Silesia 
was guaranteed to Prussia : but^ as the empress 
of Russia happened to coincide in seattmeSit irith 
the king of Pdand and the empress-q^esn, and 
as France engaged to support their designs^ a^sh 
war was kindled in the empke. 

The king of Prussia, encouraged by the 
J '5' promise of an annual subsidy from the 
British paftiam^t, nnhed like « ie»stless 
torrent into Saxony, defieatedthe impenai gimeral 
at Lowosits, and again compelled the elector to 
xetire into Poland. Afier this exploit-he Waa put 
to the ban- of the emiure, and the armies oiFmnct 
and Russia hastened to support the knperial amiat. 



iHit) imtetki of ^rUing from ^ danger, or 
-erien lowmng hi» pretensions, the Prussian mo- 
narch made sueh exertions as are scarcely to be 
parafieled in history* Having made a fresh irrup- 
'tion into Bohemia, he defeated an army consisting 
nf a hondred tiKHisand Auistrians, and attacked 
Cecity c^ Pragoe with a most tremendous ar- 
ifflery ; bat just as he was congratulating himself 
to& tlK iitenstible valour of his troops, the Au- 
ttrian general^ Daun, obliged them to raise the 
>^ge and to retreat to Eisnach. The arrival of 
the Rustnans ga¥e a new turn to the aspect of the 
mtof ; and the political manoeuvres of count Daun 
hivoWed his Prussian majesty in msuiy embarrass- 
meats^ notwithstanding all his splendid victories*^ 
A noctumal attack upon his army at Hochkirchen 
^rew his affairs into a moat perilous situation ;^ 
mudf though* he contrived to retrieve this misfor- 
ttme, he was compelled to sacrifice Saxony for the 
preservation of Silesia. It has been justly ob* 
lierved, that lew periods of hist<H>y afibrd such 
toom fer Gontemiriation as this campaign did :— • 
ifat sieges were raised almost at the same time ;-— 
Iftiat of Colberg by the Russians ; that of Leipsic 
by tlie di^ of Deux-Ponts -, that of Dresden by 
count Daun ; and those of Cosel, Neiss, and Tor* 
gau, by the AuBtrians« 

The king of Prussia^s^ misfortunes now poured 
in upon him from every quarter. The Russians, 
of whom he had formerly entertained too mean 
an opinion, advanced, under the command of 
txmA Soltikoff, to Silesia, and defeated his army 
with prodigbtis slaughter ; succeeding defeats 
seemed to ^announce his ruin, and all avenues to 
a padiilcation were barred against him. Still, 
however, heremuned firm and undaunted ; and 
U 2 
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towards die end of the camfMugny he^lefeftted tlie 
imperialists in the battle of Torgau ; but this vici- 
tory was attended with no great conseqit^tc^ixiL 
his favour, though it cost him ten thousand of bkf 
bravest troops. The subsequent reduction of Co^ 
berg by the Russians, and of Schweidnitz by tbe 
.Austrians, seemed to threaten his l^t hopes with 
annihilation ; but at this critical juncture, his %qq9$. 
.£>rmidable enemy was removed by death,. and tbe 
new emperor of Russia recalled his. armies* Thjt 
empress-queen still desired to crush this unfois 
tunate prince, who had incurreid her implacable re** 
sentment; but, as the German princes disapproved 
that design, and her generals testified a strong re* 
pugnance to execute her orders, she, at lei||^ 
consented to an armistice ; and the subsequem 
treaty of Hubertsburg again secured to his Prusi* 
sian majesty the possession of Sile^. About two 
years after the cpnclusion of this treaty, the em^ 
peror Francis died, in the twenty-first year of bio 
reign. This prince never appeared to take s^j. 
share in the concerns of Germany, but s^ph ^a^ 
his gratitude to his consort, his depend^ce upon 
her for the support of his imperial dignity, and a 
natural regard for his children, seemed to dictate* 
. Joseph II. who had been crowned king 

'^' of the Romans in 1764, succeeded his fik- 
' ther in the empire ; and soon gave sqme 
convincing proofs of his activity, by new-mode^ 
ing the armies, introducing several useful mqd^ 
t)f economy, and visiting all the small camp» 
which were formed, during the summer, iii 3o*> 
hemia, Moravia, and Hungary. In one of tlp«s^ 
excursions into Hungary, the basha of Belgi^ad^ 
invited his imperial majesty to visit that fortres% 
and ^a^urcd him that he should be treated with the 
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.Q^dftie honours as the grand-signior. Amojlg many 
other excellent regulations, the emperor set apart 
one day m every week for receiving petitions and 
complaints from all his subjects^ without any dish 
tinction of birth or fortune ; and the officers of his 
court were expressly forbidden to repulse any, 
even the meanest object, who came to implore his 
protection. ♦* It behoves me," said he, " to dp 
justice, and it is my invariable intention to render 
it to all the world, without reject of persons*" 

Notwithstanding these exertions on the -. 
part of the sovereign, and the blessings of j* j* 
profound tranquillity, Germany was, this 
year, doomed to suffer most poignant calamities. 
A series of unfavourable; seasons had occasioned a 
general dearth of com, which was more or less 
felt in all ihe countries of Europe : but in most 
parts of Germany the scarcity was so great, that 
vast numbers of people actually perished, and 
the peasants, in many places, wer6 compelled, to 
un^i^h their cottages to supply the want of pro* 
vender for their cattle. The approach of suoinaer 
inct^ased instead of alleviating the public distress ; 
ioF* the unusual quantities of snow which lay on 
the mountains, being suddenly melted, rushed in 
torrents on the level country ; while the over^QWr 
ing of the great rivers, and .the continual rains 
which fell from the latter end of May till theiDid* 
die of July, diffused on every side scenes of .conr 
fusion, terror, and distress. Many parts of J^wrjT 
Saxony!, of the old march of Brandenburg, .ami of 
the adjacent countries, were totaUy rqined by an 
inundation of the Elbe ; Hamburgh was in a roost 
critical situation ; and the great suburb lying to- 
ivard the Elbe was so completely covered. >7ijji 
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crater, *that only the to^is of the trees w«te dSe- 
cemible* *= 

The princes and states of Germany made eyery 
possible exertion to hush the complaints, and alle- 
viate the miseries, of the people ; but, as the fa- 
mine was not confined to the empire, the suppHioi 
which they procured were very disproportionable 
to their benevolent designs. A riot happened at 
Prague in consequence of this unfortunate scardty, 
the govenu)r told the people, that if they did not 
immediately disperse, he would order his soldiers 
to fire upon them ; but this menace was so far 
fix>m terrifying them, that tliey replied with perw 
lect codness, they should look upon the execution 
of H as a signal favouf, a sudden death by shot 
being much preferable to a lingering one by £3^ 
mine* The empress-queen, being informed of 
this transaction, burst into a fiood of tears, and 
sent the unhappy rioters immediate relief. About 
^ same time a hundred barrels of flour were di»» 
covered in a storehouse at Munich, where they 
had lain ever since the year 1 63 1, when the famous 
Gustavus Adolphus ravaged Bavaria. This flouis 
opoD examination, was round to be grown into a 
hard substance that resembled a kind of stone ; but 
the pressing exig^ence of the times induced the dis- 
coverers to mix it with fresh meal, and to distri- 
bute it in bread to the poor, who had fi>r a long 
time subsisted on the bark of beech and alder^ 
aiixed with a small quantity of spice. 

During these calamities, his imperial majesty 
joiaed with Ruawa and Prussia in the dismember* 
ment of Poland : but it seems that the court^of Vi- 
enna was dither ashamed of the infamy, or shbck-^ 
ed at the injustice of this transaction ; for count 



Kaunlt^ hkioig tXkiiirwf^td^ upon the subject by 

some foreign ministersj^enied it in the most so- 

. l^mn tertnS) and the c«)iduet of the emperof was 

. so equivocal^ that node of the European poweA 

.could &tho^ his real intentions. At length, how- . 

reiveryaU disguise was thrown aside ; amanifesiOy 

*(klivered at Warsaw by the Russian and Prussian 

. xainisterSy was ^seconded by the empress-qteen ; 

and the tjiree pgwers openly avowed their tnten- 

. tions« This, however, did not prevent hostitittes 

^ from being commenced between Austria and P^s- 

•ma^ on account of the succession to the electorate 

-of Bararia* Upon this occasion the emperor dis- 

..cbvsered miich xnilitar)^ ekill ; but, although prd- 

di^oms 'armies were raised on both sides, all the 

-watkshs pixneA tinimportsi^, and' the dis{>ate'W«(s 

'ultimately settled 'by^hegoc'fetion. « * » 

. . This fetJir was marked by the death of' 

.l^^iriaTheres^j empress of Germany, qoeen ^^^ 

of Hungary and Bohemia, and archduchess *- 

of; Austria ; a princess who apipears to htive'in-. 

' herited all the spirit, firmness, atid magnanimity, 

:g£ her/mtost renpwDed ancestors^ together wi^ a 

clear understanding, a remarkably happytemfiar, 

and a captiva^g conde^Genskm, which insenmbly 

•gained the aflBectionS 6L all her siib§ectSb In ' the 

coiirse of her life sHs .experiienced many viehsl- 

. tudes of fortune ; and at the death of her &lhet, 

her enemies tusfaed with such fury upon her tent* 

toriesy that it was actuaHy doubted whether she 

Qoidd retain tHe possesmn lOf arty pfoce cs^bte of 

ai&p^Dg'ap aaytum'donBfg *her Iymg4ii : tat^her 

.un&ilkig^ co^age enabled her to snnnoimt' all 

these <dilkidtiesj aifedtto elevate the hDusero^^us- 

triato< a degree of pMerwimib if had aefeHii^ed 

since the reign of Charles the Fifth, l^xckisive 



of lle^i»prlffcBteflg^:ement9llgak»t Poiaiid^yshe 
weA entiUdd to tiniv^iaiil re^peet for the jiisti«e of 
•htr'admini^rfttion, and in the chartcters^f airife 
.<«i^ pamit fihe was cettainly unrivalled* 6he was 
. blMsed mth a numeititts and amiable i>rbgeny', and 
.had the felicity €o leate her extensive possesuoos 
.la' the hands of a son nho seemed formed by na- 
ture lo Rttse the gitendeur of his house and the hap- 
{MnesB of his saints to the highest pitch of .ai- 
Udnmeirt*' • 

Early in the ensuing year, his imperial nliajesty 
IHi^aBiulgated a decree in fovour of the liberty of 
the fM«s8, whidi h^ been hithe^o mu^ ciccum- 
-acribedin the Aiastrian; dominions Bgroneoftihe 
ardefes he allowf^. a ftee ctrei^dBliQB, urithemt parr- 
Mdembnr Ikoenaei to^all JlitefKry teviews ; and by an* 
other, he permitted ^wt all litrietttres upon €be 
throne'!iifes€lf ntig^tbe published wkh-inil security, 
providcMl tiMy <M not deseed to. the' character of 
Ilbel6 or pasqutteides. IBs remark upon thl» oo- - 
.oiMn was eq/aitSfy worthy of his chanaetei' ahd 
.di|^^«^«*^lf'tfa£y h& founded on jastice^" 'mid 
:h6i ^ wa ahail profit by them ; if noli we shall ' 
.fKsrrgard thenu" 

• Ty* dticvee 'wa&aoon feBsiwed by others which 
were* adooifaibly'cakuiateiA to augment thb rqm* 
-taiaon of the soveneignf jind raider the most im- 
portant services to ihe snbjeels. The ProDeatants, 
who hfldifonseriy etperieneediiHich perseoutiah 
otk aceowM of dieiv rdig^oi) were n^w indulged 
wilih tlieini|B6rial protection ; the Jiews^ on wlma 
kmuoveraUe cruelties had often becaiBr^idised in 
pretradBig raigns,- were permitted tO' exetcue ail 
kjuda lof arts or trades^ to apfrfy themselves to 
i^^nealttiM, or to pursue ther studies in thti unl- 
TersiliaSf. without an^ imlw&nent on ^bm scoie ef 



iidigiDnf and themtfaotstji o£ (bccnnit^r B<miici 
TOS pnidently cgrtailedy if in ordinance which< 
prohibited ail' die Tdigious ofders within the <im«< 
peiiai doaninion^&om holding way corrc^)ondence»: 
on^iritual or temporal suSgects^ with, their re-* 
spective cfai^ whoisndsd in any lbmgnrico«ndy«i 
In a joumef to tiie Netbertaads, ^he emperor^ 
eascited the admirationand acquired'the wnrmcst 
affection. of the populace* The ft«e auctoiee 
i;rt>icli he granted to all mnksof persons, the .€<mi*' 
plaisance with wh{<fli; he recatved their petitions,; 
and theunweaxied patience which he exh&iced in^ 
the inreitigatioaiif their gnetvnces, weoe indeed 
calimkteditDwodnce the happiei^ cfiecta. Thei 
inhiaincamsof Ostend were^partioularl^ honowred. 
witbhian^al&vottf* Hedeelated theirporCtobe 
free; ordered' their aeeommodations for shippings 
toheeolai^adatfaiaown expence ; andgawaneh 
encouragenieat tO' fincign aetdsrs In the connneiv • 
cial fioe^ ^t the tmam wns immediately augment- 
e&hf mmsf tunr^ltwetaf nifd cuowds of p^^e 
flocfced m fiwm ciiwy qnnrun The emperor after* 
w^rds ^«mandedi>f the Dutch the fiiee navigntioo 
of the fih^hddt; tM^ in thiahefailed^ 
' CnttsMtumtoyimBi^ h^:i«aaaunMd fab hn* 
pottiait regttlationa, and grai^ediaiicnlaagraiene' 
of personal libMyt to inv s u bj eets , whkh <most in* 
fitlHblyMnanntliiff name With nnMinggkvyto 
all: postferitf .^ The peaaanu of Bebemia^ JdarttH% . 
and ^Mo, hadianyilangaisMd in a 8Meo£ vaa- 
sMlgtji andted<boe||)freqiiently driven, by extntee 
oppression, to the madness of insurrection^ with-- 
ottlPanyp0MibiliqrbfiaueDeM4 Some-nttemptafaad 
been m^e iff thl^ lateirmgnt^cnrb the wnntan. 
tyrsBOf of the nebte, aiftd to meMontte tte oa»- 
dMon-of thw^ iiolbitenai& peqpie> s tat mnch se^ 
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Biained to be don^ and the hooout* of their com'* 
plete emandpadon. was reserved for Joseph the 
Second. Accordingly^ that magmtoimoUs prince 
puUisbed aa edict for the total abolition of vilain- 
age Mid slavery in those three cottntridi ; and si- 
milar neaaures were takfen, soon aftberward, for the 
relief of the peaasnts in Austrian Pdand* 

The subsequent suppression of many religious . 
orders, and the promulgation of an imperial re- 
script} iUsdahning idl subordination, in secular 
ttffinrs, to the holy see,, induced pope Pius VL to 
take a journey to Viemur; but, notwithstanding 
the very flattemig attentions which he receired at 
his arrival, and tb^ uniform poltt6ness of the em- 
pieror and all the courtiers, he found it impossibfe 
either to accoiAplish his'purpose, or to procure an 
intermission of those reforms which Were now; ex- 
tended to the secular clergy and hierarchy, as well 
as to the reli^ous oiders, or regulars* 

* But the court of Rome was destined to 

^'g^ ' receive a greater shock from amrther quar* . 
ter than it had yetsustained from the irigor- 
ous' exertions of Joseph. The German prelacy, 
taking advantage of their sovereign's disposition^ 
FMolved to seise the present opportunity of calling 
in the great offidal powers lodged in his hands, to 
concur in emanc^ting the^ from the Ittdtan. 
yoke in the administratioii of ecclesiastical affoirs i 
for the interferehce of the pope in their metro- 
pc^tan government had been long concddered as m 
intolerable grievailce, and an ignominfous badgo. 
€£ servitude. 

The residence of nuncios, and the ecclesiastical 
jurisdiction which they assumed, appeated to sum 
uj^Hi thcmsdves the whole amount of this griev- 
ance, and were consideredas stan^g monuments 



was consequently madie the fiirsdobgectof ^looteoir 
plation ; aad at the eiiunieftt soUdtint^ of the ^lec* 
jtor of McAtz s^ Uie archbi^bqp; of SaU^diurg* 
his ioiperial majesty pujjiajbed a . in»mml> . ia 
which be refused to admt my f^itore joitorimiwie 
on thejiart of Rome jo <;cclei»ftstical loalAecS) and 
ipxhorted his prelates. to resist oaad staei^ly to op- 
pose .all .encroacho^nts and usui|XLtioQs agaiast 
jtheir; rights and gov^mmeiit. The pi^icatkm. of 
this mempxial was ^if|oaiifoUow«id.by.a €QnfereQi:e of 
the ecclesiastiQfJ pi^icea h^ at R«tishon> wh^coit 
Was unanimously resolved to withdraw tfaemselyos 
entirely from the jiiiisKlictio& of the pope ; to re- 
vive the ancient cpxiiplaints of the German nation 
against the oppressions pf the .holy see ; to dain 
the emperor's protection Jor the restoration of all 
their privileges ; and to establish new regidatioas 
with re^ct to ecclesiastical dj^cipiine. Thus was 
an end put to the pfg;)al domination in G^ermanyt 
which had b^en maintained for many, agea^^and had 
frequently ocqasioned muph ofiuMon of blood. 
. Early in the spring.of this year, a decla* ^ 
ration of war was published at Vienna) ^m^ 
against the grand*signior ; . and about the 
middle of Apnl the em^cor joined the grandarmy 
on the Danube where the attadi: of Schahatzbad 
i)een deferred till his amval* Having altered the 
diH>o8itions made by the be»ega^and ordered an 
attack to be. given on the qp^site side of the 
town, he had the sa^fiuction of witnessing its 
speedy, reduction. The gaimon, consisting of 
^ight hundred menr surrendered themsdvespn* 
sbners of war, and the emperor permitted their 
wives and children to retire, with. their. effects to 
the nearest Turkish garrison* The triumph of 
this success, how^TCTi was soon damped by the 
Vol. XVII. X 
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v^ere vepulse which linchenstein's ann7 received 
alDubieza* The prince, having carried on his 
Approaches lor some time against that fortress, and 
aaade a breach which was deemed practicable, de- 
termined to cany the (dace by assault : but neither 
the discipliae nor the cool determined valour of 
the GrerniMi veterans, were capable of withstand- 
ing the desperate fury with which they were en- 
Goumered by the garrison* The fall of the impe- 
ikil G(»nmand^, and the immediate wounding of 
his successor, occasioned a general consternation ; 
and the assaUaats wef« routed and pursued with 
prodigious slaughter. 

The to^ considerable action which took place 
after this unsuccessful attempt upon Dubieza, was 
an attack made by the Turks on the prince of 
Saxe>Cobourg, who occui»ed with a considerable 
body of forces the heights of Rohatin. The en- 
gagement commenced with extraordinary furyi 
and was supported with unremitting ^gour for 
three hours, when the arrival of a reinforcement 
to the prkice obliged the enemy to retire. But 
the Turks, having likewise received a reinforce- 
ment, renewed the attack again towards evening, 
and the shades of night were scarcely sufficient to 
separate the combatants. On the three ((^lowing 
days the battle was renewed with unabated fiiry ; 
ai^ the cessations were so extremely short, each 
side being frequently relieved by fresh detach- 
ments, that it seemed to be little less than a con- 
tinued adion. The success was various, and the 
effusion of blood prodigious : but the adverse ar- 
mies at length parted, without liaving gained any 
decisive advantage. 
, The emperor now jMrepared to attempt the re- 
duction of Belgrade, in order to appease the dis- 
eotitents which began to be exti*eme)y prevalent at 
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Vienna and in the army. AccordiBglyy three 
bridges were thrown over liie Saave, about the bei^ 
ginning of Jnnt) and an enormous tndn of bat^ 
iering cannon s^ other engines of deatmctM 
were brought forward from the neighbouring gu^ 
rison. But the rapid approach of the grand^'Tizirt 
with eighty thousand men, produced an immediate 
change in his imperial majesty's plan <xf operalicMi. 
The bridges over the Saave were hastily demo- 
. lished, the imperial c^p was every-where covered 
by artillery, and the^lRiar became avowedly defen* 
sive. It was imposable that two such powerfal 
armies could subsist within so narrow a oempass 
without many sanguinary encounters between their 
detached parties ; but as they produced no im- 
portant effect, the particulars are scaicely worthy 
of attention. 

In addition to the vexations which had alieady 
lesulted from his ill success, the emperor had the 
mortification to witness the rapid destruction of 
his troops by a dreadful mortality. Putrid fevers 
and dysenteries of ^the most malignant nature 
spread their baneful influence through the imperial 
armies ; several of the generals were obliged to be 
removed ; discontent and complaint becune uni- 
versal ; and the soldiers publicly declared that it 
would be infinitely more honourable to lose fifty 
thousand men in a battle, than to perish thu9 
miserably in the infectioit of hospitals. By these 
means one of the finest armies in the world was 
reduced, in a single campaign, to less than half the 
number of its original combatants; the rest being 
lost by mortality, deaertibn^ and the sword, or 
tei^dered incapable of prtsdit service by disease. 

Joseph endeavoured to repair this dieadful lose 
by drawing three fresh regiments fi^om Vienna 
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and orMing-tiie faerediCurf caomiliriaGi' to .xailef 
thirtf tbottsand fecruitswi^^^ie utmost expe^ 
dkioii* Thi6, howcfver, wm only aprteliide to. ^ 
imiiaise sappltes which the inaiidate^ciwniKgs o# 
the war demanded ; &ft it appears^ that betweear 
ogfaty and ninety thonsand mca were drawn out hi* 
lite cDisrae of iSit year. 

Meaaw^ie the grand-^vizir, uiatead ef foUow^ 
ingthe quiesoent example of his adTenary, adopt*' 
ed-meaaores which spread danger and qcn^sionnoift* 
every side* Having thrown bii^;es across the 
Baimbe at Cladora, he sent some powerful detach-^ 
mcmato tte other nde, with a' vienir of inradin^ 
the Bamiftt of TenieflW«r> ondxif redooing his^im^ 
porial majesty to the dilemma, atitisr of seeingi 
t|HLt fine ijHtwtnoe ravaged^ drof quitting his stromgr 
camp at Semlin, and exposing his troops tb tho 
continual aHacka of die Ottomans* Strongs de* 
tadiments were immediatdy sent fi^m^SemlinOa 
counteract the motions of the enemy ; while ther 
grand-vizir dispatched several rvnnfoicements tot 
maintain the superionty which hia forces^ had 
already gained. Thu% by degrees^ both lirmicv 
were drawn fitmi their reflective camps,: and inn 
volved with their comiHandcra in the Banuatu 
General Wartensleben, who had held the i»in« 
dpal command in that piwkice before the amval 
of his sovereign, continued for sense time on ther 
heights of Mehadia; but he was eventually drtven: 
Aenceby the supenor force of the infidels,, sffid 
obliged to take inciter under the whigs of the im* 
penal army. 

Prince lichtenstmn beiag <>bSged, by illhessy 
torcMgnthe command of tibe army in (koatia^t 
BMfshal Laudohn was^ wilii some difficulty^ per* 
lliaded to«ua;eed lm,t«atd the gieatnaiQOo^.^^ 



fttiiniii t>fltoer sMncd t& Toatiimite ^le xtoopm 
widi vigour and confid^ce. Under his ausptcetr 
fortune began to smik on tiie Auftttian arms^ 
which had been kmg attended with such iK soc^ 
eass. Dobie^a was reduced after a most obstin^r 
defence ; Novi, a still stronger fortress, was^ob- 
liged to surrender at discretion ; and Turkish Gra- 
dnca must inevitably have shared a similar ^e, 
had not the violence of the autumnat rsdns, and « 
sndden inondadon of the Saave prechided tis« 
possibility of carrying on the siege* 

During these transactions, the war in the Ba»- 
nat rs^ed wiA unabated violence j torrtmts of 
blood were shed on both ^des $ and both armieST 
performed aedons of exlraordhiary vakmr* ¥ois 
tune, however, seemed to favour the Ottoman 
foit:es, and the utter defeat of general P)apilla, in 
Ae ndghbourhood oi Schuppaneck, obliged iM 
emperor to quit his caonp at Semlin, and to lead 
the remainder of his army (now consisting of forty 
thousand men) to Weiskirchen* 

After devoting a few days to necessary repose 
and refreshment, his imperial majesty removed to 
the valley of Karansebes, which seemed td ofkr 
an advantageous situation. But in less than a 
week he was obliged to quit this place, mi to 
descend into the open plain^ being vigorously pur- 
sued by a victorious and insulting enemy. No- 
tliing could be more unfortunate than this retreat ; 
two columns, crossing each other in the dark, fired 
tmder a mutual mistake, and fourteen hundred 
men were sacrificed before the error w»s discover- 
ed. The general confosion was now so great, 
that the t«t*nien, throwmg the loads from their 
horves, and the waggoners taking theirs from the- 
#a«1riages> cQHSuUed their safety by a preciIH.tati^ 
X2 
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buggi^ which feu into te h«^qf lhe^i^Mi)F# 
This ft&tr nearif cloaed the can^^iyi ia< ihe 
BaonaL The imperialiato. fiooimqped in tolemfate 
aecuritj at Lugo» ; and Uie vioknce of the. kmi* 
tiaiuiBi raiaa ruined many oC the TtttUsh horaei» 
iosotnoch that m thousand of theireawalry ivere 
obliged to serve on fool. Thi4 oirMttutaBoe^ Ick 
gelher with the losa of a pnxUi^iotia. immber of 
men induced the grand^vizir to retire to BeigradAi 
and the empeior soon afterwavd retiuMd la 
Vienna* 

Notwithatandttg the bad succeiB of thia caat* 
faign, theunexamiikd waste of treasuie, and the 
ruin of his own constitirtion, Joseph re^vwd to 
pvoaecttte the war with unremitting vigour, imtU 
lus tamulied g^ory should be restored to its prist 
tine lustne* Accordmgly) having obtained soaw 
subsidies, and filled up the na^ of lus armieai 
he prevailed on the okl field'-marshat Haddiok to 
supply his place in the dubf command^ while the 
piince de Ligne shoold enjoy the second' past of 
honour in the grand srmy; the prince <tf Siuie Coi^ 
hourg should act, in concert with the Russians, OA 
the side of Moldavia; tundnuurshal Laudobn shpuki 
command in Croatia* . 
. Early in the eanmigspriai^ bothaimiea 

^'R[ took the field ; but the a&iraof the Tuite 
were now involved in complete oonfusiOBi 
all the arrangementa of the lale grand^av were 
subverted, the troops had lost their accuati^Md 
vfdour, and fortune consequently forsook the Ol» 
toman standard* Upon the borders of Transylt 
vania, the war commeaeed with nuitaal spirit and 
.animosity, but nothing of imponance was acbkifed 
by the eaemy« Turkish Gmdiscoi ythkk kmi 
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abwH)Mied4iDthe:iBit«MMkf tibe pmeeof Soe^ 
Coboiiif^ gfwied a deoism victory over thirtjr 
thownnd infiddft wh»^ wwececanpod* under tise 
GMtt&MUdd of aieraM{anr» in WaitehiA; ^e gnnd^ 
vidr wwr u>tMf deiealKd[«t MftvtineBti hf tibe m« 
ferior forces of Saxe-4^oboi»r|: Mid gcnend Sw 
vmmvm ; and tbe iMireas of Belgiftde was event* 
ually Mduotdby the itrewtible amis eC marshal 
T«idohi^» 

Not«vithstandtiie> tlie extnordinacy soccesa ol 
this and the succeeding campaigo, a spirit of 
dIaconteDt predomiiiated ia . the Austriao do» 
mimons ; and even the empress conaoited that 
Josej^ should conohido a «q>aDttte treaty with thd 
Tiicks. An allianca was al6o cfwiduded betrween 
thsPorte and Oie kkig of PruMia» by which it 
iMMi atipakited) tiiat in oaacan equitable peace 
should no4 be grantad. in a given tinie^ his Pma* 
mma aujeaty ^wuM usftMawtoast endeavoiirsibr 
exaortaigitbylbiioeofanaa* The^inperor> how* 
evcpt perasted in his fewlulMny and vigorous pcie* 
paratioos w«ve>niadai .on both sidea^ for renewing 
the war« 

Mtamwhile to i&Dgaiians^ who had long been 
in a state of insurrection, sent a very haughty met 
naiial to VieB»%4eniaiidhig Ihe restoratimoCall 
their ancient privikgos^ the. reUim oi their ammm 
and olhar r^alia which had been removed from 
Preshuigi and tlie hhef«y of erohangMig the Geiw 
man for thw old native dveas« Upon these- ceiif* 
(fi«ionsthey pmniaed to dsfend the kingykm tp 
tbe faMtdn^ of (heir blood, md to supply the esi« 
penar'siarmies with evvryneaassary their couocry 
would aflbrd; ban whife their grievMCesremtthed 
wiAouit^ isdiiia A(qr dedand <tbeyjiiiiai r 
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tite imperial autbo^f as imiust and d«i|M>tic. The 
emperor, softened by poUic calamides and worn 
out with bodily disease, oomi^ied with most of 
these requisitions, and solemnly declared, that if 
he should be alive in the ensuing month of Mtqr, 
he would visit the capital of Hungary §br the pur- . 
pose of being crowned. 

Whilst the Hungarians were raaking 
1700. Pu^^^ rejoicings for the rest<M«tion of 
their crown, the emperor was constant^ 
attended by his two favourite generals, the mar* . 
shals Lacy and Laudohn, and very frequently, 
notiiithstanding his great age, by. marshal Had* 
dick. His ilhiess had been long and painAal ; 
but he bore all his sufferings with remariatUe 
patience, and met the approaches of death with 
Christian fortitude and resignation. He had ev«ii 
the magnanimity to order a present of ten thott* 
sand florins to the physician who acquainted him, 
not only with the impossilHlity <tf Ms liecovery, 
but that his dissolution was to be apprehended 
hourly, and so suddenly as to jHevent all notice of 
the £aital stroke. After this melancholy sentence^ 
he lingered for several days, and expired* on tbm 
30th of February, in the twenty-fifth year of bm» 
reign* 

Joa^ II. was con^kicooQsly noted for bcne^ 
volrace, condesoension, and temp^'ance. Patient 
of fttigue, and possessed of an ardent mind, he 
applied himself with unnHmtting diligence to the 
si^pression of intolerance and superstition, and 
the promotion of industry, througlKiut his 4aaA* 
nions* He has been violently accused of tn* 
croaching on the liberties of his Flemish subjectSf 
and of esdiibiting a consideiable degree of rapadCf 
in his attempt^ on Bafaria i but tteae ftulte uMf 



sureljrbe oveifookni aflmng the milf^ gkHens 
acskms "vvinc^ cxnmiblitol' t0;the aggnoidiB^meiit 
(^f-'hrn^ewn nui9e,<aid'tfa« lermanciyt feHcitf of 
hlft people. 

Peter Leopold^ grafid-dnkcr of 1!hi8cati}^, mc^ 
ceeded ht^ brolli«r on the^ tntperial throne^ ; and j 
notwithsCandingr the ycey'' embaitassed starte of 
ptibHd a^^f!^ henracRi' aequiredpofKihaity byhis 
moden^on 8(nd ooiiciU»toiy« tneasiireiSk D^scor^ 
tetAB m Hunga^,' an insfturreetioif in the Nethei> 
Uoids^ aiBd the formation of> a sexttiplir'^ sdtktiee 
against the' confederatioii: between AustHa and 
RiMm^ maflMd'^die commeneeineiytofFhis reign^ 
andexposed^rim t0 i»oBt*«Kaimisr dHUcuHies ; but 
all'thcse'were gradually obviated by his prudent 
cotidact) and' a tlr«Rtf wav errentuafiy' concluded 
between the Porte and Vienna^. Vfhwh happilf terf 
miaated^gn e ^ fw ii a i i ' e ^. protracted) and destructive 

A^ort'tinie before Hi^ eonchiston of tlii» treaty, 
nmnhalLaudohii^ed^ in the 8eTe«ty«-fi£Ui yearof 
hk age ; and hitf death-was universally tam^tedy 
not onlf on aoo9«itt:' of^ hts-^ mtiUaiyi talenta^ but 
atoo foF hiibamiablei mttfea, wiildi' ^hone fbrtlr 
ecjpia]ly in. hisr intereouvMw with^tieeiety and hia 
dbmestierettreiaent. ThtB justlyjciriebairedofileei* 
wMibom in Uvonia^-but his fivtiieip^as' a Seotoh- 
man descended fi^otii'tihe ttnden^ toaiiy* of Lottie 
doQ* Heembrased the pto/ktmimi of armB at a 
v^ early. peiMb of Itfe^ and- actually feug^t as a' 
pciivate soldier di»iiii|f the war of 17^3. Ac tiie 
coneluaion o^ peamiv iii^iiig Inmeeif without pnK 
viMin^ hewailMd frMii^> Heidiiberg In <lie Paifri 
laaatm to die banks^of the BtHck Se% and entered^ 
inio the «e»me of tihe Ruestans* Iti 1739 he re- 
Ummift»GcraBii«y) andaftera fniitless qipfiai^ 
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tkNti to the long of Prussia^ he procured an ea- 
sign's commission in the Austrian army* Un- 
aided by friends or connections of any kind^. hi» 
rise was, at first, very slow ; buf the eminent ser- 
vices which he rendered to Maria Theresa, be- 
tween the years 1757 and 1763, were remunerated 
with honours and affluence. The quality by wlueh 
he was particularly characterised as a general was, 
Ihe rapidity and decision of his movements. The 
great king of Prussia has been heard to observe, 
that he sometimes admired the position of other 
generals, but always dreaded the battles of Lau- 
dohn : and it was commonly said in Germany, 
that although the progress of the Austrian armies, 
was often marked by unprofitable cruelties and 
devastation, field-marshal Laudohn made war like 
a Christian and a gentleman* 
, -^ The French revolution now attracted the 
1 791. attention of an the European power^ ; and 
a conference was held at Pilaitz beWeeu 
the emperor, the king of Prussia, and the elector 
of Saxony* Upon this occasion, however, l#eo- 
pold acted with his accustomed moderation ; andf 
instead of advising an immediate attack upon 
France, he merely wished to oppose an effectual 
security against Uie tremendous hurricane which, 
threatened Euroipe. He was afterwards per* 
suaded to commence hostilities, but his designs 
were soon terminated by a pleuritic fever, which 
brought him to the grave in the secondvear of his 
reign.' This. prince had ^vemed Tuscany for 
nearly twenty-five years, with equal prudence and 
reputation ; having directed his principal exertions 
to the amelioration of the laws, and the general 
impvx)vement of his people. While only a distant 
spectator of the great scenes passing in the em/» 
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pii^, he attentively studied the affairs of Europe ; 
end upon his elevation to the imperial throne, he 
retained all the sentiments of his former fife« In 
th6 course of his short reign he remedied many 
calamities which had resulted from his brother^ 
precipitation ; conducted his own ailairs to a prosi 
perous issue ; and entered upon a career which 
seemed to promise jthe most soHd advantages t«> 
Europe, when relentless death arrested his pro- 
gress, and laid his expanding honours in the 
dust. 

Francis succeeded his fether in the kingdoms of 
Hungary and Bohemia, and, after a short time^ 
tie was rsused to the imperial dirone* At the in- 
stigation of the king of Prussia, he resolved to 
contribute his utmost endeavours to the restoration 
of monarchy in France ; and die haughty lan- 
guage in which he demanded that totis&ctivn 
should be given to the German proprietors of 
Alsace, that Avignon should be restored to the 
pope, and that the internal government of France 
should be invested with such efficiency as might 
bbviate the apprehensions 6i the other powers, 
produced a declaration of war on the pait of the 
national assembly. 

On the 3d of July, the duke of Bruns- ^ 
wic arrived, with the first di^sion of an i^^^J 
army of Prussians, at Coblentz, on the 
right bank of the Rhine ; and on the 27th of tht 
same month he pubfished a manifesto, which was 
intende4 to serve the cause of royalty, but whic^ 
unhappily produced a very opposite effect. The 
Indignation which it excited in France induced up- 
wards of ten thousand young men to enrol their 
names, without bounty, for the defence of their 
«ounu*y i and the liberal rewards which were of- 
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Ibved uy ill who Should resort to the standard of 
lilierty» OGcamoDed a great desertion among the 
Austrian soldiers. 

On the twentieth of Sq[>l»nberi the Austrians 
md Pnismans made an attack upon the advanced 
ffuardof KellermaRi near Dain{iierre ; but after « 
vigovDus cannonade pn both sidest they- were com* 
^Ued to retire, ^cknesaand want of .provisions 
j»0ir began to pervade the combined armies ; the 
aoldiers, from eating large quantities of imripe 
grapes, had brought on a dysentery ; the horses 
^rore-i^so, seised with distempersy owing to the 
new wheat on which they had been fed ; while 
the .extreme badness of the weather . increased 
ahese calamities^ and rendered, the roads, alssost 
WMBsable* 

. In^tfae^mean time»;Custine took possesaion of 
S^reS) where he -found abundance ci arms imd 
i^nittnition ; Worms, Mayence, and Frankfort^ 
were, .-sqmaft^, compelled to surrender; and die 
Yictorbus general appeared eager ^o proceed to 
Coblentaythe noted seatof couoteisrevolutionists ; 
but Uie Attstrians and Prussians at length in^cat* 
ed. a. renewal of hostilitiep,.by garrisomog that 
town, and forming an encampment in the;adja- 
cent country* 

On the fouarth. of Noven^r,^ general Dumour 
riez entered the .^istrian Netherlandfyirith an ar* 
my of fort^ thousand men, t and aprofiigiouatrain 
pf artillery* Next morning he recopnoitced the 
position of the Au5trian.aEmy9 which ocHwited of 
about twenty thcmsandonan,. under .the emnmand 
ofthedakeof Saxe^TeadMO. .Their ric^twim 
^Oended tp tfaefnUi^ of JmnappfBt and their left 
towiards Momt PaHs^. ; and tbey were defended 
by thvee tievs of jiediiiibta» fyntiabsd witli 'a bun^ 
dred pieces of cannon. 



Iitileamm ixfiire tbef 4aiB6 1#« ^^erai e nym^ 
ment ; but at length al»ttle wvuit foughlt «t. le^ 
niap|)e» ^ludidcodfldtbe bb^of tbe NelheriaBda. 
The ^asauit.waa dreadfiil, and the obatioMsrof lixe 
cmiflict truiy.nienioafalt. AllthsSaiAftiAdliMa 
of the imperialists were attacked atoocp.; idLthe 
&xmomcf the French were in «ctioA,a|Mi ^almost 
everjrindradiwl fought .pei«cnaU)r* The cmmmt^ 
udeheguQ at seven o'dook in the momkig ; ait 
Dooa &e French in&nlry formed incolunina It 
decide Ihe.affidr with fixed bftfOBels ; and at;tw» 
o'dock the Auatiiaas were eompciled to retreat 
mth^ prcripilatkm to Mods* 
• In thiaactiony which» according to Jtbe account 
of Dumooriezy was the moat terrible in thomo^ 
iiKuy of man^ the.iiS4>eriali}rtB.afej8aid>to have loat 
fiiur thousand flaeoin IdUed and wounded^ and 
nearljr the same number in miaiing And diafauided: 
but it is aofl&caemdy obnoua that the r^mUicaiia 
urere greatly inddited to their superiority of num- 
bersy. which, a£terilie junction of Dumouriez with 
gcaecal tl'HarviQe, exceeded the enemy in the 
proportioaof three toone* 

The French general bat no time in summoning 
Afons tosurrendor ; and, as Uie magistral were 
inoliaed lo firmor the faenegers, the Austriana 
tiioag^tproper toretireto Brusad% whither Dii^ 
asomies p iep a red to foUow with all posuhie ja^o- 
tkition* 

Meanwhile the operations in West Flanders 
wore carried on with ecpial qiirit and efibct. Ge- 
jiendLabDurdonnaye, havingforeedtheAuatiaana 
from several tn^oitant poats,. and opemd the aai^ 
^gasion of Ae river I^ys, mattbed to take posses 
aion of Toamay, which hidheen reooitly ev»> 
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eufiLted ; Menin and Ypres were soon ad^kd to his 
eonquests ; and ob tbe twelfth of Noren^r he 
took poftsession o€ Ghent, without any difficulty. 
The Austrians under La Tour retired safieiy to 
Antwerp ; hut part of their baggage, which had 
been embafked on the Scheldt, Ml into the handa 
of the csiemy* 

During these transactions, Dumouriez appeared 
before Brussels, and his advanced guard made a 
attGcessful attack on the prince of Wiitemburg, 
who, with an army of eight thousand men, dccu* 
pied the heights of Anderlicht. On the fedlowing 
day, the gates of Brussels were opened to the 
French commander* Charleroi, Antwerp, Mech- 
lin, Louvain, Ostend, Namur, and all the Aus^ 
trian Netherlands except Luxembourg) succes* 
mvely followed the example of the capital ; while 
the most numerous and best appointed armies of 
Europe were retreating in every direction from the 
mithusiastic forces of the victorious republic. 

Eariy in the ensuing spring, genend 
Yir:' Miranda invested Maestricht with an army 
of twenty thousand men, and summoned 
the town to surrender, in a prodamation replete 
with sanguinaiy menace. But the prince of Saxe- 
Cobourg, having defeated the nepublkaiis at Alx* 
la-Chapelle with prod^ous slaughter^ oUiged him 
to raise the siege. About the same time, prince 
Fiederic of j^nswic took some batteries at 
Zwaone, killed thirteen hundred of the French at 
Bruges, and took seven hundred prisoners. 

Alarmed at these defeats, Dumouri^s returned 
into the Netherlands on the fifteenth of Miat}h, 
imd oompdled the Austrian advanced pests to re- 
tire fosm Tirlemont. On the eighteenth, a gen^ 
lal engagement took place at Neerwindeo, the 
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Frnidi aniif being corered on tke rigkt by I^m- 
den, and on. the left by Densael. This acdoi> 
contumed with equal obstiaacy oa both sides from 
teyeii o'clock in the morning till five in the after* 
noon, when the French were defeated with tho 
loss of &ur thousand men and seiwral pieces of 
canni^i. , The. French are said to have displayed 
ooBsidexable courage and address upon this occa- 
sion, but they were overpowered by the superior 
lMimberB.and more regular discipline of their ene^ 
nues* Shortly after this event, Dumouriez in- 
curred the ^pleasure of the convention, and four 
commissioners were actually empowered to arrest 
him ; but on his ^jwcovering their intentions, hQ 
paused them ta be immediately conveyed to Clair^ 
&i|'s;head«quArters in Toumay, in hostages for the 
safety of the royal fioniiy* He then ventured to 
ammd hts.anny respecting the restoration of mo- 
fiarchy in.the person of the prince ; but the mere 
proposal excited such genersd indignation, that he 
leiMS instantly compell^ to flee to the allies iqiK 
pffot^tion, after narrowly escaping a tremendous 
discharge. of muslKetry, whijch his exasperated 
troopspoured upon him and his faithful attend- 
ants* 

. The latter eod of June was <mly distmguished 
ky some petty skirmishes between the two grand 
airmies ; but in the ensuing mcxith, the Austrians 
gained some ad^mUiges of greater importance* 
The garrison of Cond6, after sustaining a blockade 
of three jnonths, was obliged to oHpitulate to the 
prince ^fWirtemberg; and Valenciennes surren- 
dered to his royal highness the duke of York, who 
look, possession of. it in the name of the emperor* 
Abojut the same, time Mentz was reduced, after a 
W)st t^lifi^us sif ge, by.tl^e king of Frussiiu 
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The oafc pi i gii of tlmyear piov^ cocr 
1794.' ^i^c^cly* unfortunate to the coDfederalss» 
In Flanders, general Jbuvdan gainod tlie 
bat^e of Fteunis ; CiiaileTO^ Brage%.Ypfe%.aiMi 
Couitraf, sKHfivndftred to the French ; (>«ten4^^wtt8 
e^enated ; the defeat of genemt CUdrfidt neat 
Mons obliged that town to ca|»tuiate ; said die 
prfnce of Cobowig^ was competed toabandmt the 
whole of tine Nethertamhi ; while Bmsi^ ^t^ 
weip, Landrecy, Qoesnoi) Vakackmeiv and 
Cond^) were suceetaiTelf retalBsn ; and- the vu> 
torioiHi reput^deai^ porswiiig thein suceessy took 
Aix-^-Chi^ieile, diefeated CkattUk in. the' ykmtf 
of Jiillers, vad made thomsekos masteraiof Sorai^ 
€>(^ne, Maestfkht, and' l^iMgiMii. It masc^ 
howerer, be acknoivMjged, that some of these 
Y%^loties werr dearly purc^aaed ; and it is but '^m 
tke to assert, that the atties gsaipe saaaf biiMiont 
proofe, even in this iHntec^r caaipaigfi, of tfaeif 
extraordinary falonr, skilly and resolttiioB* Th^ 
duke of York, lord Monra, the heredilary pdncie 
of Orange, a^d many other iHnstrioM ciMHMclas^ 
diJfttingiHshed themselves In a very partic«ii» np«n* 
ner ; but the prodigious number? mdnsfaradid^ 
ed enthusiasm of the French troops were altogei- 
ther irresistible ; die ooaliNGed ttrtnies were like- 
wise unfortunartelf reduced by ha«i!|)Hp$ and dis^ 
<«uie ; and, in mcuny onaes, the- eae^ leducdon of 
towns or fortresses reealted kom the tinachery of 
fhejnhabkanfs. 
. Elated by the subsequent seteasicHi of 

^; 7* PHissfaand Spam &om ^ gmiid attiawc^ 
and the inactivity of the QMvnan princes^ 
iSht repubMeans avoviFed their intention dF G0fn«* 
feting the humiliatioo of their^ enemiea* They 
opened the campeign with .tfaoaiege of iMmn^ 
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terg, and the reduction of Uiat important i^ace 
served to engine their presimiplion ; but after bb* 
taining some small advantages over the Austrian 
armies/ they were doomed to experience an onex* 
pected reverse of fortune* Their projects on the 
right bairit of the Rhine were totally frustrated ; 
Jourdan was compelled to raise the sicipeof MentZy 
and to retire with :precipitation to Dusseldorf ; 
Manheim was retaken' after an obstinate resist- 
ance ; and tite victorious Clair&it, iiaving effected 
a jonction with Wurmser, recovered the Palati- 
nate) and mostof the countries between the Rhine 
and Uie Moselle* 

' These successes induced the Austrians to pene- 
tmte as far as Luxemburg, and a large division of 
their troq)s waslmmediatdy provided with all the 
requisites^ such an attempt : but the desperate, 
resistance of the French retarded the execution of 
tys project) and, afiter a prodigious efifusion of 
blood, liie severity of the vrinter compelled both 
parties to suspend hostilities. 

The ill success of the last campaign was wholly 
attributed, by the French directory, to the uni^- 
M management of their gen^als. But, as .the 
Austrians were prepared to pass- the Rhine in great 
force, and the attachment of the Belgians b^^ 
to waver^ it was resolved to divert tfa^ emperor's 
attention from the Netheriands, to his Italian do- 
minions, whence he drew still greater supplies. 
Thk undertaking was certainly arduous, and joft- 
ny obstacles presented themselves which appear- 
ed almost insuperable ; but these were counterba- 
lanced by the enthusiastic ardour of those French 
troops who were impatient to indemnify them- 
sdvcs for the hardships they had. sustained upon a 
rocky and steal coast, to which tiiey had long beea 
confined by want of reinforcements* 



Vpm Item i^maidtmitiaMi tto mfmUfat 
^' ^' detcrmiiied to iittemptttifr fedocllQQ tf ht^. 
'ifi andthei^iiidvMteridriQf tiidr^tMi(Mr 
uBdw foioal £aiw|NHrlc OKeededtt^ 
game ezpecMinnb . The tatl^ of SGUtrisMy 
Dego^^aad^MoBdo^ oompett^d bti&Siir«)iaMki nun 
jsity toaocqitof pnos^eii the- hMd^conditioBs oC 

Beaubeoy after an obadnate oonfltct fii^Lo^ vnak 
fcited Id letiao^ wkk^bittimMUanAremiim<i h» 
arn^T) to Manloa ; and the xxituqnetotm aima«ftci% 
void, took poiiBattoii of the wIk^ o£ Lonolmtdf « > 

The armistiGe which had been coti^oded on ti» 
Riiiiierwao dedared to br at ah avi on the aiaC of 
lifaf ; when thi araay of tin Saoibro and Meaaol 
wider geoeial Joondan^ gaintd some great 9d^ 
iMDPtages over the Aoatriams and pencftn^ed mto 
the^ imcriar of the- empire^ Meaavhfe aaotiior 
armyy under general Moceaa^ havii^ cmsaod thie 
Rhine at Sthnburg, jnaiched through Bavariai^ ki 
order to join the eonquerors. Thta. attenapt^ how-; 
ever, was rei^ered abortive^ and both araues ex- 
perienced a reverse of fortune which obliged them 
to- recFoss the Rhine* The archdidce Qhafle% 
oommander of the Anstarian fbrc^> fottowed Mo» 
icau with great eiqieditiony and retook the fort tif 
ICehl, after a moat obsdnate resistance on the pael 
of the enetnf. 

Meiunwhile the empeior assembled « newfumif » 
to restore the ai&trs of Italy^ and gave the eofiOh 
mand of it to genend Wurmser^ one of the idjiest 
officers in the Auatrian aerviee. This force, on ka 
&«t aniviily was so extranei3r succesafol, that the 
French wete re{mised, defeated, and compelled to 
roise the siege of Mantoa. B^t Bonaparte seoa 
letormod to the chaige ; and, a&eraaeiieaofohv 
stinate engagements^ Wunnser was o£»%ed tm 
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Ute idiig«^txMiid the waHs ef MbnMa, wliite a 

into the T^f ttftd^^m^d pofftwiaii of th« passes 
ksdiog^ t0 Vmiiftt The Aoalritfift at the nine 
time), vifide a ^ittBiit tffortt imdtr ^netsl AWfli' 
af9 to leacae Wumtser and i^ beaitfi^ «i«Qr ; 
biH the betljeo of Amok and BvtfA vg^hHxmtikf 
fiualratefi their deaiga, and: MiHtemraajoUligodie 
aorrender on cafHtttii^oiu 

While the ncAoaraoaBonapaite was eompeilmg 
the pope^ thrkingof Napiea^andolter pmauhtm 
condudei such treatiaa ae he. though! peeper to die* 
tade^ the hnpecial coopt was busily osoipied in the 
means of diaputiiig^oQce mace thftieropiBeof ilaiyt* 
At length it waa determined to colitot a most fti^ 
Hiidahie armyy i&MMB tlaa numerous. dWkions. and 
gafrisons in the Austriaa^ senriee } and to g^ the 
CDmoKUMi totbe archduhe Chaiks^ whose eenduet 
snd successes dnriog the hateampaigii had:rendcf!b 
ed him.extremelf popular. 

The Austrians had been so efiectufdly discou>> 
raged by thei^ defeat at RlT(di,,that they had exrer 
aincesToidedanengi^ementy and remained cautii- 
onsly posted on the norther^ aide of the Piava i 
while the enemy lay on the opposite hank, to d>* 
aerve their motioDS) and pvewnt them fromi 
iaf^-the riven 

Upon the first arrival of the archdnfec^. 
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the Ffendi zeai^ed to match against him^ 
and aceoidhi^ adviaiced to tluB Piava iUi 
tiiree divisions. Thefinti commanded by A6m# 
acna, crossed over near Fdtri, and oUiged the imb» 
periafota to vetue to Bdkmo ; the second, under 
Semiriery passed the river at Ast^. after repnls^ 
ing a detachment who had attempted to check hia 
pCQigieaB.f and. the thwd^ commanded by fpeperal 
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Guiaux, advanced to Sacali, where he overtook 
^e rear-guard of a division of the Austrians, and 
took a considerable number of prisoners. 
^ The French divisions now directed their march 
toward the Tagliomento; but the Austrians en* 
trenched themselves on the opposite side, stnd pre- 
pared to make a vigorous r^stance ; being per« 
fectly aware that the enemy, by passing this river, 
would be able to over-run a lai^ extent of coun* 
try. Bonaparte and the archduke Charles com- 
manded on this occasion, and both generals drew 
up their troops with extraordinary skill ; but after 
a long and sanguinaiy conflict, the Austrians were 
ove]^)owered, and compelled to retreat with pro- 
digious loss* The archduke, however, retained his 
accustomed intre^ndity, and i^solvedto hazard an- 
other combat the next morning ; but the discou- 
jragement of his tnx^s, and an unexpected assault 
on the part of the French, compelled him to aban- 
don his design, and consult his safety by a preci- 
intate flight* 

. By the passages of the Piava and Tagliomento, 
the whole country to the north of these rivers lay 
open to the French ; while the imperialists retir- 
ed in every direction, with a visibly diminished re- 
sistance* Palmanova was hastily evacuated ; Gra- 
disca and Goritz were obliged to surrender, not- 
withstanding the utmost exertbns of their garri- 
sons ; and Trieste, the only sea-port belonging 
to his imperial majesty on the Adriatic, soon feU 
into the ha^ds of the conquerors* Meanwhile an 
Austrian artny was utterly defeated by Massena, 
at Tarvis, with the loss of a prodigious number of 
men, thirty ^eces of cannon^ and four hundred 
haggage-waggons. 
Towards the end of March, the central division 



of the repnbficam, faavangr «Mi«d Canothia, 
chased the archduke from his head^[uafllm tl 
Clf^nfurth^ and advanced across tlie Dmiie t» 
Frisach. An obstinate conflict took pHiee at thit 
defiles leading to Neumark ; but the impmaliAlta 
were eventually forced to vetiiret with tke loss of « 
great number of slain> and about six hundced prir 
soners. The archdukfe, having collected his flying 
troops, attempted to nud&e a vigcxraus stand 9t 
HundsmariL, but he was agmn. defeated witk.great 
slaug^ter^ 

In the mean time, the arms of Joubert unere fit> 
tended w>th«qiial success in the Tyrd* The Im- 
perialists had posted themselves in the defiles lea^ 
4ng to Inspruck, and,, as they consisted entirdy of 
veteran troops detached from the Rhine, it was 
hoped they would have been able to guard tibe ao* 
i:esses of tlus i»t>vince ; but the dischaifge of tjbc 
French artillery was at» tremendous, that they ynm 
soon routed, with the loss of six hundredprisoii^rf 
and the whole of their baggage. About the same 
time Bcmadotte completed tfaei redttction of the 
IMxyvince of Canaola^ and opeoed an enUraxiee oft 
that side inta Stiria* 

The court of Vienna now perceived tJial idl tsx> 
pectadons of an effectual o{4>ositk» to the Frenoli 
were totally unfounded. The &kk army whkli 
Austria had raised against them was nearly deft- 
troyed ; the recruits that were rai^ng could not 
supply the place of veterans who had not tbern^ 
selves been able to resist the enemy ; and ^ 
an:hduke, on whom iaiplicit confidence was ^te» 
posed, h»d proved «s unfortunate m cooamaadaa 
his predecessors. The only apparent resouffoa 
mas to acquiesce in the terms of pacification oStt^ 
Qd by France. 
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In this melancholy posture of aficdrs, the Aus-^ 
tiian nobility expressed a zealous determination to 
share the fortune of their sovereign, and to defend 
his capital to the last extremity. Accordingly, 
the remains of a body of young gentlemen who 
liad served as volunteers under Alvinzi, were again 
completed ; the Hungarian nobles were earnestly 
exhorted to repair with their vassals to Vienna j a 
formidable mass of stout and* resolute men was to . 
be raised in aU the hereditary states ;. and the re*- 
gular troops were ordered to assemble from all 
ijiiarters* 

But these preparations were not calculated to 
soothe the alarms of the populace. Numbers of 
the opulent, and even of the higher ranks, with* 
drew themselves and their effects, under the. f4>- 
prehension of a siege ; the emperor himself seem- 
ed inclined to retire from the impending danger ; 
and the stoppage of payment at the bank com- 
pleted the fears and dissatisfaction of all the citi* 
zens. * . 

During these transactions, Bonaparte was col- 
lecting and concentrating his forces in order to 
proceed to Vienna, where he threatened to plant 
the standard of France, if the emperor still re- 
fused to terminate the war. Previously to his re- 
newing hostilities, however, he wrote a letter to 
the archduke Charles, which excited the universal 
attention of Europe, and was admirably calculated 
to conciliate the esteem of a people to whom he 
presented the olive of peace : but on the arch- 
duke's expressing his inability to conclude a treaty 
without special orders, the French troops were im- 
mediatdy put in motion, and their general declar- 
ed that he would soon caiTy all his designs into 
execution* ^ 
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The news of this d^terminatiqlii dad &e rapid 
•ppraoch of a victorious enemy, induced his im- 
perial majesty to listen to terms of accommodatioQ* 
Aocof^ngly, geneials Murveldt and Bellegarde 
were deputed to confer with Bonaparte on the sub- 
ject of an armistice ; and, afbr a few days, pre« 
liminaries of peace were signed by both parties. 
, Meanwhile the French armies on the Rhine had 
obtained some considerable advantages. On the 
19th of April, general Moreau effected a passage 
across the river, and took possession of fort Kehli 
notwithstanding the obstinate resistance of the 
Austriahs who occupied that important place : the 
loss on both ndes was very gre£^ ; five French ge- 
nerals were wounded, and numbers of their soldi- 
ers killed ; but the Austrians lost many more men 
in the engagement,, besides three thousand who 
were taken prisoners. About the same time, a fu<r 
rious battle was fought on the Lower Rhine, be^ 
tween generals Hbche and Kray, which terminate 
ed in the utter defeat of the imperialists, and the 
ioss of sdl their artillery. The enemy, elated with 
this success, pursued the retiring Austrians to the 
defiles of the Dilla, and were advancing by rapid 
marches, to Frankfort, when intelligence amved 
c^ the'prdiminaries being signed by Bonaparte 
and the emperor. 

By the treaty of peace signed at CampQ-FoiTQio^ 
on the 17th of October, the emperor ceded to the 
French republic the whole of the Austrian Nei» 
therlands, and consented to their retaining the Ve- 
netian islands of Corfu, Zante, Cephalonia, and 
all Uieir other isles in the Adriatic, together with 
their settlements in Albania. He also acknow- 
ledged the Cisalpine republic as an independent 
state ; c;e<Ung to it the sovereignty of the Goun>> 
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trtgi^.&dnilMHii^ mitmAk bad fimMlgr bebtiged 
WAmBtrJOLi ^sndtcoDwntnig. that .H' should. 4panm» 
Bngiino, iteicn^ judoliHW Ittmloinsbite in-tii^ 
^epoidteiKie b^ Vbiiice, togetfaev^with the duohicft 
0f}M«iluft>tnd ^i iwkn >»ttfae xpfctnoipaiitinii of Ca^ 
nRHraHs:^>MMsai mdthi&cities a^^Aoms^a) FePi^ 
ntfa, WBolbgnat'lattify faeloiigi^ Jto ctfae^iopa*. 
ITheciMgiotn on 4he'fMrt3of/FTaBce..4warBoIstnat 
Dalmatian the oily of Venice mth aJBBgo>pDrtioii 
of ^edoninion8>of?tiiKtiiepaUic,.aiid%iai therVe- 
notkti Mands (inilhe Adnaticiljdng^. to the matAh 
west 'Of the Outf of Lodnne. 
. Theae- were 'the pcuicipel avtidea of- thcitieaty 
of OaiapiD4\>niiio ; tmt.therewefe«Dine«tfaeraiv 
tiolof, ^mad Qfan-unortearf b le^'naty^dby which 
fhe'empevoT'eonsentedtdiat .the Rhine; afaoiddJM 
ttmbovLwAatf betw^ea Fmnoe andiGiqfiiiHKDjr^^ and 
fUtMnrnd to >iHie hi8 meifiatiaiiibrpipauringvaai^ 
nMlar oonsenton'the'pait of thvatatea and prioG^ 
of the oitipiK. He •id80*gave:hi8.£»iinai aaaeotvto 
the •dispoflitioiiB which had been omde of vaciooa 
impenal #e£»:in Italjy in fiivoop of tfae^dsalfttiieand 
Ligiirian rafwblica^ and proiaifledto.ooncuE. with 
Ffince in ai^iting tfaedietof the eropbe toicBigb 

ka'&fidalaoveieignty -over those diBtricts* 

-' Thifr'treaty^jhlowc^vei?) ptomed no inorethan* ao 
armed tnicei during which the opppsite paities 
mm lesa fuimated ^ the desire of a.permanent 
peaee^ thanbythemriahofljeinginAoondition ta 
renew the war* The preliminaries of Jjeobes had 
been signed at ajnomcnt i»egn{mt*with:dangert 
4a the Fvench oonunander,.as well «s with des* 
atiictkii^o the liouse of Austria* In pvopenion) 
thevefiire) aa that peciious crisis was removed, ihe 
French and Austnan governments resmned their 
M^Uialpassiooaandviews. The Freoch director)^ 



bf TMlnf eviert-ttcts of iqustice aimI opprawMii 
manift»ted a strong dispoftitioQ to extend Umic 
ddaqaests ; the negodatums i^ Rastedt graduallf 
aasmiied the app^antice of a diplomatkal war» ia 
IHikh the fe^ective plenipot^tiaries acted ai 
s^es upon each otiier $ and the adtntsdon of gene- 
ral Sowarrow with a Russian armf into Germaaf 
was considered as a declaration of war against tl^ 
French republic* 

The armies of botii parties were at this time 
trtlly formidiUble* General ^fossena, with fortf^^ 
five thousand men, occupied Switserknd) loidthe 
left bank of 'the Rhiney almost from its 9dtirce to 
the western extiemitjror the Lake of Constance ; 
Jourdan was stationed, with six^-fite thousand, 
between Basle and Dusseldorf $ and the corps oh 
the right hank of the Rhine, amounting to twenty 
thousand men, was called ^ the army of obsev- 
tation/^ The imperialists, on the other hand, 
had more than sixty thousand men, under com- 
mand of the archduke Charles, cm the Lech ; 
twenty thousand were assembled in the Pakdnate 
und^general Stzarray; an equal number, com* 
manded by genera! Hotze, occupied the Vomlberg 
and the country of the Grisons ; nearly twenty«- 
five thousand, under general Bellegarde^ were on 
the {fwtiers of the hist-mentbned country and 
the Tjrrol ; and the army of Italy was computed 
to consist d( sixty ^ousand effecttremen. 

If numbers could have ensured success, 
his imperial majesty might now have tri- ^Jr 
umphed in the anticipation of a most brBli- 
ant victory ; for he had, at titis juncture, ohe 
hundred and eighty thousand men, ninety thou^ , 
sand of whom were in a atuation for acting against 
Jourdan and Mosena* But, as the AustriaHs 
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were resolved to let the odium of r^^ommencingf 
hostilities fdl upoo the republicans, their first 
operations could only be defensive and dependent 
€m those of the enemy. It was the business of the 
archduke to confine himfself^ in the first instance, 
to the defence of the passage of the Lech ; and 
generals Hotze and Bellegarde were fully em* 
ployed in providing for the security of their posts 
in Swabia, Tyrol, and the country of the Grisons, 
together with those in the Valteline and in Italy. 

On the 2d of March, general Bernadotte pre- 
,9ented hnnself before the fortress of Philipsburg; 
«fld) in an insolent letter to the commandant, 
summoned the place to surrender, asserting that 
the garrison waa ready to revolt, an4 denouncing 
vengeance in case of resistance. But his menaces 
were treated with merited contempt ; and, after 
making some vigorous exertions, he was compel 
Jed to raise the siege* Meanwhile the Flinch 
ai*my, having penetrated into the Palatinate and 
Swabia, levied heavy contribudons, and continued 
their march without any impediment ; as the Aus- 
trians were at a great distance, and the duke of 
Wirtemberg, the only prince who could have 
thrown any obstacles in their way, observed a strict 
neutrafity* 

Massena having made himself master of the 
narrow pass, the Lucien-steig, by throwing a 
bridge across the Rhine at Asmooz, general Auf- * 
fenburg had no other resource than to concentrate 
his forces for the defence of Chur. Accordingly, 
after an obstinate contest, he took possession of the 
heights near Chur, and prepared to make a gallant 
resistance against the furtlier encroachments of 
the enemy : but, being overpowered by numbers,' 
he was, eventually compelled to surrender. Gene- 
ral HotEe, in the mean time, made a vigorous 



r 



GC&MAMY* ^S& 

^fibrt to penetrate into the valky of the Rhine ; 

but he was repulsed, and obliged to return to 
Fieid-kKTk with the loss of a considerable number 
of men and several pieces of cannon* 

A few da3rs after these successes, Lecourbe^ 
with a strong detachment of French troops, took 
possession of almost ail the valley of the upper and 
lower Engadine ; but on his attacking an Austrian 
post at St« Martinsbruck he was defeated,' by ge- 
neral Akiant, with considerable loss. This-check 
counterbalanced the success of Desolles in the 
Valteline ; and delayed^ for some time, the inva- 
«oh of the Tyrol. 

Meanwhile the archduke, being, apprised of the 
enemy's motions, ordered the whole of his army 
to prepare to cross the Lech, and to proceed with 
all possible expedition to Ulm, which he wished to 
secure, as a strong point of support on the. Da- 
nube. His orders were immediately reduced to 
execution, and in less than a week he fixed his 
head-quarters at Mammingen ; while his van- 
guard, commanded by general Nawendorf, push- 
ed on towards Ravensburg, and the corps which 
had occupied Ulm was sending detachments along 
both sides of the Danube. The line possessed by 
the Austrians between Ulm and Bregentz had al- 
ready frustrated Jourdan's plan of gaining the flank 
of the Tyrol by mere marches ; the main body of 
the imperial army MTas ready to support general 
Hotze. ; and both parties prepared lor a battle, 
which had now become imavoidable. 
. Hitherto no resistance had been made in Swabia ; 
and the French continued to aver, notwithstanding 
their numerous acts of injustice, thf^ they had no ^ 
other view than to take positions of safety. But, 
at length, the directory threw off the mas]^> and 
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calised var to be finrmaUy declared* ^ the lensb^ 
live body:, i^inst his imperiaj majesty aoa the 
grand-duke of Tuscany. Hereupon Jmirdan de- 
termined to come to action on the 2 1st of March ; 
but the archduke resolved to bebefiorehand with 
hirat and immediately divided his axmy into three 
columns ; one of which, commanded by the prince 
of Furstemberg, was to march towards Mengen, in 
order to dislo!^ the enemy from that piaqe.; 
while a second ^visiqn, under general Walhs, di- 
rected their march to the river Ostrach ; and the 
archduket with the centre, advanced on the same 
point along the causeway of Sulgau* T^ advanced 
posts of the enemy made a most de^ierate resist- 
ance, bat were eventually overthrown by the Im- 
perialists ; the bridge of Ostrach was ako forced 
after an obsdnate conflict^ and the republicans were 
compelled to retire with the loss of five thousaiwl 
men* A second engagement took place near 
Aach, and waa supported on both sides with astoo- 
jshing firmness and intrepidity : but yictory ultfo 
jnatel^ declared in fiivour cS |he Austrians ; and 
Jourdan, after hastily repassii^ the Rhine, pr^ 
ceeded to faxi^^for the re^eatabHahmetu qfhU ksalfih 
Here, however, he met with the reception that is 
usually given by pofpuhur governments to unsuc-* 
cessfoi generals ; and was stri{^d of the com- 
mand of the army* About the same time tbe in- 
habitants of the Tyrol took up arms agunst their 
French invaders ; and, after a most obstinate con- 
flict, compelled them to evacuate that country* 

Maasena was now i^ipointed to succeed Jourdan 
in the command of all the French forces from the 
frontiers of the Tyrol and Italy to the Palatinate* 
Accordingly, on the 12th of April, he fixed his 
Imd-quarters at Basle, as the central pcnnt of his 
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armjr ; whicH connsted of about lOOiOOa men, and 
extended from Manheim to the soiirce of the 
Adige. The war xnig^ht liow be said to assnme.a 
more decided character ; and all the kop68 which - 
the French directory* and some of the Germeh' 
princes' had foanded on the congress of Rastadtf 
were totally overthrown. The briHiant snetesses 
of the arcbdake re-animated the court of Vienna ;' 
and the imperial commissioner announced offici- 
ally t6 the congress, that he had orders torttoke 
M the concessions he had made, ahd'td declare 
that matters should henceforth be considered in 
the same state as they wete preriooaly to the open- 
ing of the congress. This dedaration, and the 
subsequent departure of the deputies of the em* 
pire, terminated the conferences at Rastadt. . 

In this place it Appears necessary to take a retro- 
spective view' of rfome parjticular events, which 
^niay be considered as a kind of episodes in the ^i^ 
tory of that ridiculous council— the sport of 
. Prance, and the disgrace of Germany. 

On the 13th of April, 1796, the populace of 
Vienna had voluntarily taken up arms to defen(\ 
their city, and the palace of their sovereign, against 
the republican fbt^ces, whto were supposed to be 
approaching by rapid marches towaitl the capitd* 
Thi&mavk of W^ty was immediately recorded 
among the public acts of government, and the em« 
peror.conmianded that its anniversaries should be 
celebrated with civil and religious cet^monies. On 
the evening of that day, J798, the republican flag 
was. displayed, fob the first time, on the balcony of 
the French ambassador's hotelr This gross insult 
^excited" general indignation, and the populace de- 
manded with loud and repeated cries that the flag 
siioald be taken down. To murmurings sucteed*^ 



ed vioteuce ; aild the exasperated nuAitilde, \ 
tearing the obnoxioiis coloara to atonu^ buhit open 
the gates of the hotel, thitatening to sacrifice the 
ambassador ^ all Ids suite to their Tengeaaee. 
The furniture on the ground-floor was instantly 
denuJished, and two of Bemadotte's caniagea 
were drag^ to the courtof the palace^ add bro- 
ken to pieoes« But whilst they were thus empWy* 
ed, a detachment of military occuftfed the street 
in which the ambassador's house was sitoaledy and 
prevented their retuni. A polite apology wai^ of- 
ibred on the part of the court, for this unformaate 
distuttence ^ but the haughty demands of the am- 
bassador could not be complied with^ and he there* 
fore took the earliest opportumty of qtriiting Vi-t 
enna* 

This occurrence was soon flowed by another 
more tragical and cahimitous. At the terntoaiion 
of the conferences at Rastadt, the French Pk(nipo« 
tentiaries expressed an intention of setting out in 
three days for Paris* But, on applying for a safe 
conduct, they Were ordered to quit th^ territoiy of 
pembach and the imperial army in the space of 
twenty-four hours* At the same moment, four 
hundred hussars entered Rastadt, and took posses* 
sion of the gates, with an order to suffer no person 
to enter in, or go out. About nine o^ckick In the 
evening the French ministers were in their carri- 
ages ; and, after some altercation, they obtidned 
permission to leave the town ; but they liad scarce^ 
ly proceeded five hundred paces from the gate, 
when a troop of hussars rushed out from a wood, 
and surrounded the first carriage, in which was 
Jean Debrie with his wife and children* Mistak* 
ing these rufiians for a patrole, Debiie held his 
passport out at the window, mentioning ^Isfmme 



9iiA quflliiyr; but he .v«a immedittdr. dn^ged 
9ttt9 and wounded in ap temUe a manner by.tbe 
Mbroa of his asaaitentSy that he wasieft for de^ 
Ibough he afterwards conti^vedtp crawl into, an 
adjacent ditch* The .second (carriage was then 
alopp^yandDebrie's eecretar|r and v^et*de-chan^ 
. bi^ we^re fooced to alight i but on Useir exclaiming 
tbat tbe^ wem domestics^, they escaped without 
any other injury ^han a few blow$. Bonnier was 
iriggoA from the third carria|» by one of the 
nMMtt wolent hussars, who cut off his hand, headt 
med wras. Rosensteil, the secretary of legation^ 
peroeiving wha( was passings jumped out of his 
carriage and made his escape i but Roberjot was 
Inhumanly m«)sdered while bis distracted wife held 
him strongly locked in her arms* The assassins 
r then retir^^aad the carriagea with the ladies and 
aervants neturiied to Rastadt, whither Rosensteil 
also came about eleven o'clock the same night) 
stsd lean Debrie the next morning* 

The Russian miniaters immediately wrote; t9 

^ Golanel Barbaczy, commander of the Austrian ad-* 

vanced posts, demanding a proper ^scoi^ for what 

remained of the French legation ; and the injiired 

peutiea quitted Raatadt on the following day, in 

^ company with the Ligqrian minister) who had fol- 

I . lowed them on the former, occasion, but had fortu> 

[ nately escaped before the hussars came up to his 

Offriage. 

. Various conjectures were formed reelecting this 
dai^ transaction, «od two imperial officers wera 
arrested, in order to undergo a trial by a court* 
martial ; but as it was afterwards declared that the 
assassins were French em^rants,. under the as- 
sumed appearance of hussars, this trial did not 
(ake pUiCe* 



The French directory peremptorily charged the 
court of Vienna with thfe murder, and the coun- 
cils adopted a resolution, ' <^ that this act should be 
denounce, ' in the name of the republic,* to the go- 
vernments of every country, as commanded by the 
trnp^'ialcabinet, and executed by its troops ; that 
Mineral solemnities should be performed through- 
Ottt Fmnce, in honour of the murdered deputil^s r 
that in all places of municipal administration, in 
schools, tribunals, and publid establishments, an 
inscription should be set up, stating that the Aus- 
triiin government had caused this inhuman murder 
to be committed by its soldiers; that a banner 
should ]ff sent to every army by sea and land, with 
an inscnption provocative of vengeance against the 
Ausfrians ; and that indemnities should be given 
tt) the widows and children of the deceased mmis- 
ters." His imperial majesty, however, expressed 
such abhorrence of the atrocious deed, and made 
such vigorous exertions for discovering its authors 
or accomplices, that the French nation gradually 
cooled in their resentment, «todbeg)an to doubt the 
reality of what had been sO' positively charged up^ 
on the cabinet of Vienna* - - » 

^ But to resume the thread of our history^ 
1799. — After victory had enabled the Austrian^ 
to act offensively in Germany and Italy,' 
they found themselves obliged to regulate every 
operation in such a manner as to direct the whole 
to the attainment of one common object. A plaa 
was concerted between generals Hotze and Belle- 
garde, for an attack on the territories of the Gri* 
sons ; and, after some vigorous repulses, they ef- 
fected their design of expelling the French troops 
from that country* Massena, soon afterwards, 
evacuated the eastern part of Italy ; and theimpe* 



delists havimg i^iiiied poAseosioa of St Goth«r^ 
3¥^re enabled to complete the coimnii&ieajioii b^ 
tfveen their tw9 giwd armies. Their operations 
pow became better comiuned, and tjieir activi^ 
fioquired a more decided si^periori^ tlian at aity 
other period of the campaign. They Hq>t t^ 
French in awe on the Mayne, the Necker, a|id thu 
XLintsing ; sdzed all Uie^pamg^ between Swit- 
^rland and Italy ; besieged the citadel of Turin § 
fload blockaded) at the same ^e, the fiwtresses qf 
Tortonsf Mantua, and Alexandria. 
. The month of Julyi and the beginning of Aur 
|;ust,passed over without any important enterprises 
^ during that tipie great preparations were madf 
iMnd measures tak«^ for Allure operations. .Th« 
jVen^h having pressed the levy of their coiiscriptSi 
formed two new armies f one of which was de«^ 
fined to act on the Rhjne> and invade Frsnicoiua i 
while the other was to cover France on the «de^ 
Pauphiny« to act c^ensiveiy in Piedm<»it, and tp co* 
eiperate with the army which occupied the Genoese* 

The Austrian forces were now no longer ade- 
quate to retain their important acquisitionsy or to 
pursue the career of beginnii^^ omquest. Re- 
course was therefore had to the courts of JLiondoQ 
Und Petersburgh ; and the emperor, in an aulic 
deoee, called on die states of the empire to pay 
the Roman months, and to furnish the quintuple 
contingents, agreeably to the last ccmclusions d[ 
fhe diet of Ratirtxm* At the same time» the elect 
tor of Bavaria and the duke of Wirtembei^ wema 
persuaded to enter into the coaliticm, and to nm 
• considerable body of troops, on cc»dition of their 
being subsidised by Great Britain* 

On the fourteenth of August, general Massena 
icsolvi^ to make an attack on the whole Austrian 
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line, and his prcject was attended with such suc- 
cess, that the imperialists were soon driven from 
the cantons of Schwitz and Uri ; and the arch- 
duke Charies was obliged to quit Switzeriand, in 
order to provide for the safety of that part of his 
army which was stationed on the right bank of the 
Rhine. 

Upon the departure of prince Charies, the allies 
proposed to recover the small cantons, and to turn 
the position so long held by Massena on the Albis, 
and on the lakes of Zug and Lucerne. But Mas- 
sena gained intelligence of this project, and resolv- 
ed to commence hostilities before it could be re- 
duced to execution. Accordingly he ordered 
come bridges to be thrown across the Limmat, and 
gained such advantages as enabled him to invest 
the town of Zurich. A terrible engagement en- 
sued between the French and the Russian regi- 
ments, the latter of whom had replaced the Aus- 
trians in front of Zurich ; but victory eventually 
declared on behalf of the republicans, and the 
Russian general Korsakow was compelled to re- 
tire to Eglisau, in order to pass the Rhine. Mar- 
shal Suwarrow was no sooner apprised of this mis- 
fortune, than he put himself in motion, and,- 
through a series of sanguinary combats, proceeded 
to Glams, where he expected to have been joined 
by some Austrian regiments ; but finding himself 
disappointed, he was obMg^ to retreat to the 
country of the Grisons, alter- losing about three 
thousand men. He afterwards effected a junction 
with the troops of general Korsakow : but pre- 
viously to his undertaking any fresh enterprize, he 
received orders from lus sovereign to reconduct 
hiH army into Russia. 
i Towards the end of October, the French and 
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imperial armies were opposed to each other on the 
banks of the Maine, the £02;, the Necker, and 
the Rhine. The grand object of the repubhcans 
was to cover the siege of Philipsburg, which they 
hoped to carry, by the weight of their fire : that of 
the Austrians was to raise it, and at all events to 
protect the duchy of Wirtemberg* Great exer- 
tions were made, and great abilities exhibited, 00 
both sides ; but the diluted fortress was ultimate;.- 
ly relieved, and the French, after evacuating Man- 
heim and Nickenau, were compelled to repass 
tlie Rhine. 

The court of Vienna, fortified by pecuniary sup- 
plies from England, and the accession of Bavarians, 
Wirtemburgera, and other German troops in Bri- 
tish pay, was not to be diverted from its resolutions 
by Bonaparte's offering to conclude a pacification 
on the general ground of the treaty of Can^)o-For- 
mio. The imperial ministers replied to the over- 
tures of the first consul] that the emperor would 
not enter into any ne^pociation but in conjunction 
w^ith his Britannic majesty ; and notwithstanding 
the lethargic indifference of many of the Germanic 
states, and the recent defection of the Russians, 
the Austrians prepared to prosecute the war, with 
equal vigour and sdacrity. 

Massena, being appointed to take the command 
of the discomfited army of Championet, repaired 
with all possible expedition to Italy^ where he is- 
sued proclamations for re-establishing confidence 
among the troops and the inhabitants of the terri- 
toiy of Genoa, all of whom were in a state of in- 
surrection. He effected his design in this respect, 
by the united force of severity and conciliation ; 
but the state of the aimy was truly deplorable* 
The troops which had been stated by the French 
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mmiBta* at aixtf Aouaimd, were reduced to twefi- 
ty-five thousand, and of these one half were inca;* 
pable Inactive doty ; ^e horror excited by the 
hospitais was so g^at, that many of the wretched 
iilTalids chooe rather to die in their.own quarters, 
than to be carried to such a doleful mansion i 
whde bodies c^the soldiery went off without their 
oommanders ; and several general officers with* 
drew themselves without permisnon* 

Whilst Massena was endeavoormg, by extraor* 
dinuy exertionsy to remedy or at l^t to palliate 
these dreadful misfortunes} the English fleet under 
lord Keith appeared in the gulf off Genoa, for 
the blockade of which dty it was drawn up ift 
the regfdar fisrms ; while the Austrian army, un; 
der general Melas, approached fanr knd, and ex- 
tended its front along the whole line of Uie repub* 
Mean Ibices; 

'Mda% being weH acquainted with the utiablc 
€<x)dition of his enemy, liad contented nimsdf 
^ring the winter with observing his mottons, by 
means of a simple cordon ; while he disposed his 
tywn army throughout Piedmont, Lombardy, the 
Venetian states, the Bolognese^ Ancona, and Tus« 
cany. By these •dminible precautions, the French 
were so compleldy deceived, that ihicj exulted in 
the idea of their own si^ricunty, at the very mo- 
ment when the numerous corps that were to com^ 
poae the impcrid army were on their marph to the 
general rendezvous. Cities, towns, and villages, 
as fay a spontaneous movement, sent forth compa* 
nies, regiments, and battaUons ; tiE in tite course 
of a few days, general Melas was enaUed to as« 
semble ten diousand men before Bobbio, ten thou* 
sand in frdnt of Tortona, and thirty thousand at 
Acqui and Alexandria ; leaving at the same time 
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in the plains of Piedmont the whole of his ca- 
TB\ty\ with twen^ th<lusan4 in&ntry, and a fine 
park of artillery. 

' On the fifth of April, the Austrians made a 
general attack on the French troops; many of 
whom were driven back to Ruha^ bi£t those at 
Bergodi-Somoni and on the heights of Cordtbomi 
firmly maintained their ground* The second day 
of the siege was more terrible* An attack on th<» 
right of the French line was made by g^ieral Otto; 
who, with a body of ten thousand men, feU on the 
first division near Bobbio, in order to open a pas* 
s&ge'to Genoa. The first dirision, under general 
Miotis, was soon repateed, and compelled to faU 
back to Quinto, wh^re they rallied and made a 
successful stand for the defence of the city ; the 
second, commanded by general Gazau, thought 
proper to retire behind the Scrivm ; aiid although 
the third division succeeded in throwing a rein<^ 
fofcement into Sivona, tfaey could neither -^ve 
Vado, nor prevent the entire sepmtition of ade* 
tachment imder Suchet, from the army of Genoa* 
The seventh of April proved more auspidous to 
the French. The imperialists having gained poa^ 
session of Monte Jacdoj lighted up sevQitd fires 
in the night, and southed the tocsins In all the ad- 
jacesit eountry, in ordsr to alarm the inhabitants 
of Genoa. Massena perceived the danger that 
might result horn such an artafice, and cesolved to 
perform some exploit in sight of the Genoese^ in 
order to do away the impresuoms which had been 
made upon thdlr minds by the first advanUgea of 
the Austiians. Accordingly he gave orders for an 
immediate attack on that part of the imperial 
army ; and his measures were so well concert^ 
with generals Mioiis» Damaud, Hector, Pelitot, 
Vol. XYIL A a 
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and others, that the Austrians were defeated with 
the' loss of fifteen hundred prisoners, besides a 
considerable number in killed and wounded. On 
the same day, the second division of the French 
army retook Cazella, Rongo-di-Fomari, and Savi- 
gone ; and the third division restored the line from 
Voraggio to Campani. 

The following day was taken up, on both sides, 
in general and particular dispositions of the forces* 
The dispositions that respected the first division, 
under general Miolis, were expressly designed for 
defending the approaches to the city of Genoa ; 
and the commandant of marine was instructed to 
follow, as far as possible, the movement projected 
by the commander-in-chief, in order to defend the 
transports from the small craft of the English. 

It has been justly observed, that this was not 
the blockade of a single place abandoned to itself^ 
but it was the right wing of the French army of 
Italy completely cut off, which, while it main« 
tained its own ground, gave time to the left wing 
and the centne to set themselves in motion, and to 
undertake some decisive enterprize. The impe- 
rialists, strong as they were, had not the means of 
carrying on a siege in form, unless they should 
borrow artillery from the English ; and it must 
certsdnly have been a difficult matter, had that ex- 
pedient been adopted, to convert the British guns, 
mounted for marine service^ into battering cannon. 

The nature of the ground divided the whole of 
the attack into two separate parts, by the course of 
the Bisagno. The forts Diamant and TEperon co- 
vered the line of defence on the left ; and on the 
right it was supported by the font of Richelieu, 
and five counter-forts, which are attached to it on . 
the prolongation of the eminence* Masseoa har- 
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tng made.all the dispositions which seemed to pro- 
mise a temporary security to Genoa, projected a. 
graad movement, by which he designed to block- 
ade Savona, retake Vadb, and re-establish his com- 
munication with general Suchet. 
- Early on the morning of the ninth of April, the 
French received intelligence that theAustrians 
were pouring down from vM, quarters on Genoa. 
Massena, however^ made no alteration in his divi- 
sion, but continued to make the most vigorous 
exertions for the execution of his piaD ; in pur- 
suance of which he hastened to establish' his head- 
quarters at Cogoletto : general Soult was to have 
been at Sasello in the evening, but ah unexpected 
movement of the imperialists retarded his march, 
and laid him under the necessity of securing his 
communication with Genoa. 

Next morning generahMelas advanced against 
Massena with three bodies of his army : the divi- 
sion on the right consisted of the brigades of Lat- 
terman, Bussy, and Sticker, commanided by count 
de Palsy ; the centre was composed of the brigades 
of Bellegardfe and Beautano, under the orders of 
general Bellegirde ; and the leftifivision consisted 
of four Austrian regiments,' under the count St; 
Julian* Meanwhile the French general Gazau 
took a position on the road leading to Pouzonne ; 
and general Pdinsot prepared to attack, on the 
heights of •Sasello, the Austrian rear-guard, which 
was bearing on Vemeria. 

Poinsot executed fiis prbject with such impe- 
tuosity, that he cut off part of the regiiinent <tf 
Deutchmeister, aiwi took three piec^ of. cannon^ 
witli two hundred thousand cartridges . and six* 
hundred prisoners. Biit a division of twelve hun- 
dred men under gehehd *G«rdanne were attacked 



96ft «1s3t]tXKt« 

by die ilnpenalkts, and cotnptlM tb l^di^ after i 
Bmgmnarf conflict. \ 

Meanwhile ig;eneral Sodlt had gained sevei^ ad'^ 
vantages, aAd effected a junction with Fresidnet, 
commander of the small body who followed Mas^ 
^e^ on the coast. In an engagement which pre- 
ceded this jonction, the Austrians lost sevehd o& 
ilcers of rank^ and tipwards of a thousand prison- 
ers. The French, however, had no cause of ^- 
likatioii ; ifor their loss was equal to that of their 
enen^s, and their money and provisions had suf- 
fered such a sensble diminution, that they were 
at length obfiged to retire towards Genoa, and the 
forts with which it was environed. 

During the fifteen days that the defence of 
Genoa was maintained by oiFdnsive operations, 
Massena lost such a prodigious number of men^ 
that he deariy perceived nothing more was to be 
expected from the force of his arms. He there* 
fore resolved to fortify himself in his positions, to 
discover i^me means of subsistence, and to exer^ 
eise the strictest economy in the use of such as yet 
remained. By means of some vessels which had 
escaped the vigHBinGe of the English fleet, he setit 
tetters to Got^ica and Marseilles, and about the 
same time he gained h^elligence of the march of 
the army afrcservie under &>naparte. This newtf 
reidndled the enthustastic ardor of his troops, and 
encouraged him undier his accumullKed misfor-- 
tunes. ^ 

On thethir^th of Apri^ Massena resolved to 
make a vigorous efbrt, with his corps of? reserve/ 
toiarce tlw Ausirians from their most advanced 
posidons. In this attempt he succeeded $ bittllf 
was at the expence of a series of desperate actions,' 
in- ^iirhiiDh.tlie comlMitalQtsi, beiiif too near eadip 



eiher to make, tase of miitlietry^ hid fecourae to 
Iheir bayonets, and even to atones* After a most 
firbdigpious effusion t^ blood on both sides, the 
French took several thousand prisoners, and burnt 
all the scaling-laddere which bad been destined for 
the escalade of Genoa and the adjacent forts* At 
the same time general Soultmade hiknself master 
of the post of Deux-Freres, and completed the 
defeat of the imperialists. 

~ These destructive combats, hoiivevert procured 
no solid advantages to the republicans : but on the 
contrary augmented their misfortunes, byincreas* 
mg the number of prisoners, while they were dri* 
ven to extremities for want of provisioiK The 
army of Bonaparte was at too great a distance to 
affi)rd any relief to ^lassena.; .the city ctf Savona 
had surrendered to the Austrians ; and the bom* 
baardment of Geno^, by the EngUirii fleets orev* 
whelmed the inhatntants with such constematioii» 
that a general insurrection was hourly apprehend- 
ed. At length the illusions of hope entirely vanish* 
ed, tbe|>n>mions were totally exhausted, and even 
the last horses and dogs were nearly coDsnmedy 
when lord Keith, and the generals MelaSf Otto^ 
and St. Julian, invited Massena to an interview^ 
imd offered him a capitulation on the most honour* 
^ble terms. To this overture he replied, that he 
would consider of it ; and the next day he seiit his 
adjutant-g^ieral Andreaux, to receive the pn^)0* 
sals, and to enter into a negociation for peace. 

The first article proposed by the confoderatesy 
was, that the army should be permitted to retura 
to.FraiU:e; hut that the general should remua 
prisoner of war. ^ You, mr," said lord Keith to 
Massena, "are worth twenty thousand men.'' 
But Massena. peremptorily declsoed, thataooq[^ 
Aaa 
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da^m ^lionll takepltee if ihc mo9d tafiduiaifym 
ivas Co be made me df» 

In the mean time, tke city of GeDoa, contain- 
ing a popniatkMi of one htmdried and sixty thou- 
tand «eulfl9 remained pedbtHkf quiet, noCwithatand* 
ing the extreme preaiitire of famine,' and the dan- 
ger which might be reaaonablj af^Riehended from 
the powtr and contiguity of the besiegers* Muif 
old people, women, and children, who had been 
toduced to theneceflsity of attempting to sustain 
nature by ealing herbs, foots, and impure ani«- 
inab, died of disease er inanitian* Each revdr* 
ii^ day augmented the pnlflic ealanHty, and every 
rising son exhibited fitish objects of misery and 
lami»itatiott. 

On the 4th of June, the prtndpai aitictes for 
the evacuation of G»enoa weK agreed on ixAwieen 
the Fimch and imperiali^s ; and on the next 
morning a confereoee was held by the diiefii of 
the opposite armies, in a small chapel near the 
bridge <^ Comegliano. Upon this occasion M^^ 
aena dii^layed much finesse under the doakof ap^ 
parent gaiety, whieh formed a strikii^ oentmst 
with the gravity of the other contracting pavty^ 
and seem^ as if he were not greatly aiaraied for 
the situation of his army ; and it* was probaUy ow» 
ing to that assumed efaeetfuhiessthat he i^tmately 
obifltined all his demands. A sma(U mtsoiider- 
standing had tal&en place, for some time, between 
the English and the Anstrians, on account of the 
great length to which the siege had been protract- 
ed ; and Massena artfoUy endeavouKd to widen the 
breach, by flattering the pride of eos party at the 
ekpence dftfae self-love of the other* in « con- 
versation with lord Keith he said, ^ Do yoo, my 
losd) only.permit a little com to be- canieil into 
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Xmeaniog the Austria geperiJs) ^ball never -^ 
foot there." Towards the eiiPd of the cpnference, 
ht $ftid to the 9ftme noUennao, ^< My lord, if 
f ranee and England eould but understand each 
<9(tiien they .woi»ld gov^^pn the world." During 
the. wl3^1e.of the negoeiations Ipnd Keith dis^ 
eliiimed i^ hard eo9ditiona» and frequently told 
jMaaaena, that it wa9 impossihle to . refuse any 
thing to a general who had made such m heroic 
jjefence. At length, $bout sevpn o'clock jn the 
^evening, Massena signed the treaty for the evacu* 
fition ^ C€s@M)a9 and the Ajastrians took pq^ses^n 
j&{ the dty. 

Meanwhile Bonaparte had eoUected his artillery 
At the vSlage ol St. Pierre, an4 was preparing t^ 
transport it acipss the j^lps t-<4his w;^ a woitt 
.of extreme diSiculty ; h^t it was indispensably 
necessary that such a transport should be made, 
4nd the following J¥ieani» wene used to effect it> 
3^1 the .eannon, being dismounted and placed. ia 
Iroughs hottowed out of tree^ were drawn in tufns 
hf five or six hundred men, according to the 
iWright.flf the, piece; while the wheels, fixed to 
poles,. Wiere borne on men'§ shQuldei^s, and the 
4uaibrils and axletrees were fc^-warded on sledgep^ 
One half of a regiment was employed in drawing 
•eaiinon) iirjbik the othetr hs^f carried the baggage 
.bdongiag to their fxxps ; and, aiS an eneourage* 
mei^iKi this aiidnQAils undertaking, Ibe first cqmci 
allowed five hundred franks for every piece c^ 
ordnioice. It. was die labour of five hours. tQ 
reach the n^onastery of St. Bernard ; and they ha4 
th^ eightemi mUea of descent, which took up tea 
hours more. Bonaparte and his staff-officers 
^oanareh^d onfoQ^.a^d >^ese fi'equ^ntly 9bHged to 
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ilide down up€Ri the show, while the men ttopped 
occasionally to take the refreshment of biscuit 
moistened in snow-water. 

The van-guard, having taken possession of the 
town of Aosta, proceeded to the attack of Chatil- 
Ion, near which place the Austrians prepared to 
make a vigorous resistance ; but after an obstinate 
conflict, thef republicans proved victoiious, and 
compelled thejr asssulants to shut themselves up 
in Fort de Bavre. 

This fort, from its situation in a narrow neck of 
graund, seemed to arrest the progress of the whole 
army, and, unless it could be reduced in four 
days, every soldier must have perished with hun- 
ger, as the provisions were almost exhausted, and 
no means left of procuring an additional supply^ 
The suburb was immediately occupied by three 
companies of grenadiers, and at night the repub- 
licans climbed up the rocks amidst a shower of 
balls ; but they were soon repulsed with prodi- 
gious slaughter. It was then attempted to pass 
the carriages through the suburb ; but this also 
proved impracticable. At length, however, Bo- 
naparte having ordered a cannon to be placed upon 
the top of the church, in order to batter the top 
of the fortress, the Austrians surrendered at dis- 
cretion. . 

After reducing the town of Ivrea, and defeating 
a body of Austrians in the vicinity of Romagnoi 
the French consul advanced to Milanr where he 
Was received with acclamations, ^avia was re* 
duced soon afterwards ; and in the subsequent 
battle of Montebello, the Austrians were defeaited 
with the loss of six thousand prisoners and twelve 
pieces of cannon. 

The French army now advanc^ to theplda of 
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MaringOi where the preparations on the side of 
the Austrians seemed to be decisive &r battle* 
At this place both the French and imperialists ex- 
hibited extraordinary skill and resolution ; and thQ 
engagement was supported on both sides with such 
astonishing firmnesS) that the balance ofvictoiy 
long continued to waver, and the coojimanders of 
both parties were exposed to the most imminent 
danger, Bonaparte having his clothes pierced with 
balls in several places, and gen. Melas being twice 
dismounted by the circumstance of hi$ horse fell- 
ing under him. At length, however, the French 
consul, availing himself of an error which Melas 
had committed, rushed with such irresistible fuiy 
upon his enemies, that they were eventualfy 
thrown into disorder, and compelled to retreat 
with the utmost precipitation. 
. This dreadful defeat. induced general Melas ta 
solicit an Armistice, and the answer of Bonaparte 
was dict&ted by a spirit of moderation* Hostili-* 
^es were therefore suspended until Melas should^ 
receive further orders from Vienna 5 dnd the vic- 
torious consul returned to Milan, where he so* 
letimly recognized the Cisalpine repilblic as a f^e 
^ Independent nation. • .j 

. By the armistice of Muringo, the French army 
was to occupy all the country lying between tb«f 
Cauiesa, the OgBo, a»d the Po, and the MincSa 
was not to be occupied by either of the armies ; 
the casflibs of Toftotoa^ Alexandria, Turin, Aronat 
and Placentia^ were to be put into the hands o£ 
iht Fjrench by a ceitain time ; the Atistrian gene-: 
pal was to release all persolvs, in the fortreasesf 
iind^ his command, who might have been ivatpn" 
sotted fiir political opinions ; and it was pardcu* 
Udiy ttipulated tfaftt(|iirin(ibe armbti^eno cte<> 
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tachments should be sent from either party into 
Germany. 

Shortly after the articles for an armistice were 
drawn up and signed, Bonaparte sent general 
Melas a present bf a Turkish sabre, brought from 
^Sf P^ The Austrian appeared highly gratified 
by this mark of attention ; and said to the aid-de- 
camp who delivered it to him, " I am sorry peace 
is so long delayed : I shall contribute my utmost 
exertions to obtain it, that I may go and see Bo- 
naparte at Paris. I would even go to see him in 
Egypt." 

During these transactions the French 
1800. »rmy crossed the Rhine, in four great di- 
visions, tfnder the command of general* 
St. Susafine, St. Cyr, Moreau, and Lecourbe. The 
division under St. Susanne marched to OfFen- 
burgh, and that under St. Cyr advanced toward 
Fribourg, while Moreau proceeded, without any: 
considerable opposition, to the point where the 
various divisions had appointed to meet, and Le- 
courbe made himself master of the castle of Ho- 
henweil. . . 

General Ki^y, \vho had'^uccefeded the'.iirch* 
duke Charles as commander of the Austriars^ 
was now compelled to evacuate Donaweeschingen 
inorder to check the progress of the enemy. The 
kft wing of the French, under St. Susanne, im- 
mediately took possession of that place, aiid, ex« 
tending their flanks to the main body of Moreau's 
army, endeavoured to establish themBelves ih the. 
lines of Stockach, with a design to oppose the 
lines of the imperialists; After some petty skir*' 
mishes on both sides, an eirgagement took place 
at Mosskirk, in which Moreau, assisted by 
LccoucbCi made some impressioii on the Aqp^ 
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strian battalions^ and notwithstanding their gallant 
exertions, compelled them to retreajt with consi- 
derable loss. The subsequent actions of Biberach 
and Memmingen proved equally unfortunate, and 
general Kray deemed it expedient to retirc to 
Ulm, where he was joined by six thousand Bava- 
rian and Wirtemburg auxiliaries, under the com- 
mand of baron Deux Fonts. 

The enemy now advanced to Rhieneck, little 
more than a league from Ulm, and seemed inclin- 
ed to give battle to the imperialists ; but general 
Kray prudently avoided that measure until the pro- 
mised reinforcements should arrive from Austria. 
Six battalions of infantry, drawn from the garri- 
son of Vienna, were on their march, and to be 
followed by six more, and five squadrons of cui- 
rassiers ; and the garrisons of several Austrian, 
Bohemian, and Moravian cities, were appointed 
to form a body of reserve on the banks of the 
Adige and the Danube. 

' Under these circumstances, both generals con- 
tented themselves .with mutual observation ; but 
the French contrived to turn this state of inaction 
to their advantage, by laying the whole of Franco- 
nia and Swabia under contribution, intercepting 
the supplies of their enemies, keeping the grand 
Austrian army on a constant alert, and preventing 
general Kray from sending any cqnsiderable re-in- 
fbrcement to Italy* 

For nearly two months Moreau had sought no- 
thing further than to amuse the imperialists by 
marches and counter-marches^ by threatened 
sieges and sham irruptions, to alarm them for the 
safety of the hereditary states, and prevent them 
from paying any attention to the affairs of Italy ; 
^ut ]v^hen the victory of Maringo had put the.fisite 
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of Italy into the hands of Bonaparte, MoFeau d^« 
iermined to act with more enterprise and vigour* 
Accordingly he prepared to cross the Danube, in 
order to bnng general Kray to a decisive action ; 
and ordered Lecourbe to pass over with the right 
wing of his army between DiUingen and Blen« 
heim, while tlie main army crossed at a point 
nearer Ulm. The execution of this design watf 
followed by a series of actions on the famous plains 
of Blenheim, in which the Austrians lost, in kiU 
led, wounded, and prisoners, about live thousand 
tnen, and the French half that number* The di- 
visions under generals Sztarray and Nauendorf be* 
ing cut off from the main army of the imperial- 
ists, general Kray was obliged to leave Ulm under 
the protection of a garrison, while he retreated 
with the remains of his forces to Ingolstadt* Ba* 
varia was now laid under heavy contributions ; the 
duke and duchess of Wirtemberg were compelled 
to retire, with their family and suite, to Anspach'; 
and the whole electorate of Treves fell into the 
hands of the enemy ; while an army of fUtartsf 
thousand French and Batavians was marching tb-* 
ward the Upper Rhine, with a design to penetrate 
into Franconia. 

In these embarrassing circumstances the Au8« 
trians solicited an armistice, which was granted on 
the 1 5th of July. This truce led to a negodatioD^ 
and in less than a fortnight count St. Julian on the 
part of the eniperor, and the ex-bishop Talleyrand 
on the part of France, agiied preliminaries of 
peace, on the basis <^ the treaty of Campo-For- 
mio. 

The same distresses which induced the AustriaA 
govemm^t to request a suspension 6i hostilities^ 
i»rged the .necessity of concluding a definifive 



tf^^ dT p^c«* But .there were stiQ some cir* 
cumstances which tended to support the em- 
p(eror!s; sitting spirits^ and to revive the ambition 
Iphc^rept in his ^mily. Hungary and many of 
tbe hereditary states began to exhibit an abhor* 
rence of tjie intolerable o];^ression of the republic- 
ai>s ; and Im imperial majesty had comgluded. a 
treaty by which he became indebted to Great 
Britain in the sum of two millions sterling, not 
chai^able with interest before the expiration of 
^ moMhs from the conclusion of a peace he* 
tween him and the French republic* It had also 
been stipulated that the war should be carried on 
with all possible vigour, and that neither party 
should conclude any treaty which did not compre- 
hend the other. The emperor, faithful to these 
engagements, exerted himself to include the Bri- 
tish nalion in a treaty .of general peace ; and when 
the ensuing correspondence between France and 
England pcoyedabortivet he positively refused to 
*9SiMify the preliminaries which had been signed at - 
Patris, alleging that the count Su Julian had ex- 
ceeded his orders* 

. Towards the. end of August the French govern- 
ment informed its generals, that the emperor had 
feijsed to subscribe to the conditions which had 
been signed by his plen^)otentiary, and that the 
annktice wouM he at an end on the T'th pf Sep- 
tember* The general officers and chiefs of corps 
were alao exhorted to innprove this interval in 
' such a manner that they might be able to en- 
coimler the enemy as soon as they should receive 
orders. About the same time his impeiial ma- 
' jesty issued a proclamatioD, ascribing the nipturc 
fti the fumaistice to the French, and expressing his 
Vol. XVIL . B b 
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Hitentlon of putting himself at the head of his ar* 
my in Germany. 

; The first motions of the enemy seemed to indi* 
cate an intention of carrying the chief weight of 
the war into Bohemia : hut the grand plan of Mo- 
veau's operations was not clearly developed ; this 
campaign being cut short, by decisive advantages 
gained over the imperialists. On the 29th of Nb- 
▼ember, general Moreau commenced hostilities 
near the Inn, and carried the Austrian works at 
Wessemburg : but he was less fortunate in a sub- 
sequent engagement with the archduke John (bro- 
ther of the emperor,) in the vicinity of Haag. 
The Austrian troops were at first driven back by 
the irresistible fury of their assailants ; but victory 
at length decided in their favour, and the French 
were repulsed with great slaughter. On the same 
day an attack was made on an Austrian post near 
Rosenheim ; but the French were driven back 
with considerable loss, and the prince of Conde's 
corps acquired great reputation by their cool firm- 
ness and intrepid conduct. 

Encouraged by these successes, the archduke 
John resolved to assault the French post at Ho- 
henfinden, and on the 3d of December put his 
troops on motion for that purpose ; but his march 
was so much retarded by a heavy Ml of snow, 
that only the central column arrived at the place 
of destination at the time when all the divisions 
ought to have been ready for action. The French 
perceived this misfortune, and resolved to convert 
it to their advantage. Accordingly a division of 
their army, under Richenpanse, pierced between 
the left wing of the Austrians and the centre, and 
assaulted their left flank and rear at the momet\t 
when they had formed in f roat, and commence^ 



G^RMAKT. 279 

an Attack. The Austrians sustaineid the coDfiict, 
for several hours, vnih theiraccustomed bravery ; 
but their centre being repelled by the impetuosity 
of the French, they were thrown into confusion^ 
and eventually compelled to retire to the heights 
of Ramsan. General Moreau asserted. that the 
Austrians lost ip this ^ engagement ten thousand 
prisoners, two hundred caissons, and eighty pieces 
of cannon ; but this account was probaUy e3&* 
aggerated. 

In order to improve this signal advantage, ge- 
neral Moreau pushed on to Saltzburgh, which he 
took after an obstinate conflict : the subsequent 
reduction of Newmark cut off all communication 
between the archduke John and general MoUitor ; 
and the Tyrol was threatened, on three sides, 
with invasion. 

During these transactions, the Gallo-Batavian 
army under Augereau gained some considerable 
advantages over the imperialists in Franccmia* 
On the rupture of the armistice, the baron d*Al- 
bini, who commanded the troops of Mayence, at- 
tacked the Batavian infantry near the bridge of 
Aschaffehburg ; but, after three vigorous assaults, 
he was effectually repulsed. The Gallo-Batavian 
army then quitted its cantonments ; and general 
Dumonceau undertook the siege of Wurtzburg, 
while Augereau repaired to Bamberg in order 
to give battle to the Austrians and drive them 
beyond the Rednitz. They occupied two ad; 
vantageous heights that command Burg-£berach, 
and disputed every inch of ground with surpri»ng 
gallantry ; but they were ultimately forced to 
retreat before the irresistible fury of their enemies. 
After this bccun^ence, the Austrians made several 
attempts to cut off the communication between 
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Aogeraau and Moreau, imd) if possible^ to tum 
the left of Moreau's arn>y ': but they fetrnd it im- 
possible to acquire any advantage* For about 
fourteen days, several skirmishes took place be- 
tween the outposts ; and on the 1 8th of Decerhber 
a most sanguinary battle was fought between Lau? 
and Nuremberg. This action was sustained with 
equal firmness and bravery from nine o'clock in 
the nioming till the close of the day, and the lcfs& 
on bo>th sides was said to be nearly equal. 

Meanwhile the Austrian army of the Danube 
removed its head-quarters from Straswalden to 
Skwan&tadt, where the archduke Charles* reas- 
sumed the chief command. That prince inrnne- 
diately ordered his^ trobps to remain on the tie* 
fensive ; but before he could : make the requisite 
dispositions, the French army of the Rhine ad- 
vanced in five divisions, and a general engage- 
. ment ensued, in which the imperialists were de- 
feated with prodigious loss. Next morning they 
endeavoured to make a stand on the heights 6£ 
Lambach ; but, after an obstinate conflict, they 

* Among many instances of the hmnane and ^eneront dSiH 
i position of prince Charles, the following oae is particularly 
worthy of attention.—- Whilst he was on his way from Bohe- 
mia to take the command of the army at Skwanstadt, as he 
•approached the scene of action he perceiyed numbers df 
wounded and dying soldiers, abandoned by their companions, 
and left on the road, from the want of horses to draw the car- 
riages in their retreat. The archduke was much affected by 
this spectacle, and immediately ordered the horses to be un-' 
yoked from several pieces of ordnance, observing, that the 
relief of these poor men was an object for nearer hishea^ 
than the preservation of a few pieces of cannoB.«->WKen 
general Moreau was informed of this benevolent acdont he 
ordered the cannon to be restored to the Austrians, say^g, 
that he could not think of detaining what had been abandon- 
' ed from such humane motives. 
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tveie again ovetpowered, and compelled to redro 
toLintZy within ninety-two miles of Vienna* 

General Moreau now formed his army into 
three columns ; of which the right, under Le-> 
courbe) advanced toward tlie mountains south of 
Steyer on the Ens ; the centre, commanded by 
A^oreau himself, marched to Steyer ; and the lefty 
under Grenier, proceeded on the high road from 
Lintz towards Viennai. That great city was now 
overwhelmed with consternation, and the distress 
of the loyalists was greatly augmented by the be« 
haviour and expressions of many disaffected per* 
sons, who seemed to exult at the approach of the 
enemy : such was the general detestation of the 
war, and such the progress of French intrigues 
and principles* A party of life-guards was or« 
dered to escort the imperial family to Offen ; the 
gallery of paintings, the imperial treasury, and 
other valuaUe articles, were placed in waggons 
ready for removal ; and the Austrian capital waa 
preparing to sustain a siege ; when the archduke 
Charles brought intellig^ce that he had conclud- 
ed an amustice of thirty days with general Mo-- 
reau* 

This armistice, assigned to the French army of 
the Rhine a triangular portion of territory, whose 
base rested on Wurtzburg and Chiavenna, and 
whose point rested between Leoben and Packlam^ 
on die Danube. It was not to be for a less dura- 
tion than thirty days, at the expiration of which 
time hostilities were not to be resumed until a 
&rther notice of fifteen days; to be dated from the 
hour when the notification of the rupture should 
be made public ; and the armistice was to be in* 
definitely prolonged till the notice of a rupture* 
No corps or detachment, either of the Frencbi 
Bb3 
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army of the Rhine or of the impertalists in Gef> 

many, were to be sent to the respective annies in 
Italy, so long as no armistice should take plape in 
that country. The general in chief of the 9rmf 
of the Rhine engaged to transmit the present coi^ 
vetitioki to the generals of the Galla-Batavian ftp- 
my, that of the Orisons, and that of Italy, with 
a pressing exhortation to conclude a suspension q£ 
hostilities^ 

As 8oon\as general Augereau was informed of 
the new ariobistice, he sent to the Austrian g^ie* 
rals Simbachen and Klenau, to confer on the set* 
tiement of a line of demarkation between die 
Gallo-Batavian army and the imperial troops in 
the Upper Palatinate and Francohia. Accocd^ 
ingly it was agreed that the Maine and the Re^ 
nitz should separate the two armies as &r aa 
Lichtenfells, on the line of neutrality. This Mn» 
was to comprehend Forkheim, Bambei^, Ban»^ 
nach, Haffalstein, and lichtenfi^ls ; the Galk* 
Batavians were to occupy the city 4ind d^trict loS 
Nuremberg ; and the general in chief was to e»» 
tablish his head-quarters and his park 0f artitiety 
at Wurtzburg. 

While these negociations were carrymg on in 
Germany, Italy still groaned beneath the scoui^ 
of war. But in order to give a dear idea of .k» 
present situation, we must take a retrospective idew 
of some events, which have been hitherto post* 
poned to avoid an interruption of the more can>- 
nected parts of our history. 

By the armbtice concluded after the battle of 
Maringo, the French army waa to occupy all the 
country between the Chiesa, the Oglio, and P6 } 
and the Austrians were to retain Tuscany, with 
the city and citadel of Ferrara. But the Ai»tria«l 



blststed on loeeinng possession of sin extensive terri- 
toryj called the Polesino of Ferrara; and during 
tile dispute which resulted from their pretensibns, 
a?general insurrection of the people was concerted 
«i^ encouraged in Tuscany. Hostilities Were on 
the point of being renewed, when gencraJ Bnines 
hearing that preliminaries had been signed by 
count St« JuHan, expressed his intension of sus- 
pending the motions of his troops until he should 
receive farther orders from his government. A new 
convention was soon afterward agreed to at Castig- 
Jioni, by which general Brone consented to wait for 
€01 answer from Vienna respecting the evacuation 
c^the Ferrarese by the imperialists. No mention 
"Wlte made in this treaty of disarming the levy-en- 
masse : but diis was not in a state of great for* 
wardness; nor, if it had been completely r^sed, 
iStnM such a rabble of enervated Italians havfc 
lyeen formidable tathe veteran troops of France. 
- The French, howevef, evidently sought a pre- 
:t»xt for an irruptilon into Tuscany, that they 
txtight be enabled, in ^se of a renewal of the war, 
t^ prevent the landing of British fottes m that 
quarter. A general officer ivas sent in the ifame 
•of the commander-in-chief to generd Somthariva, 
whocomtnanded in Tuscanfy, requesting thw the 
ttt&ed peasants might t>e immediately tiSsb&ilded, 
Old thmtetung stoi hostile incursion in cstde of re- 
'fystl* As these demands were not attended to, 
litttteiMait-genertd Dupotit entered Florence Ivith 
^ numerous army, while general Gleinent ad- 
TWiced to Leghorn. The insurgents were imtne- 
diatbly dispersed, and.tlie Austrians, to the num- 
ber of 3500, were permittckl to retire to Ancona ; 
bcttthemerchan^se of the English (though per- 
1 by the atmistice of Mdrihgo to retain it^ 
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neutndity) was, in open vioii^tkm of pnfalie Mth^ 
confiscated for the benefit oi France. The inva- 
sion (^ Tuscany, however, seems to have had but 
little effect on the imperial cabinet ; ibr it did not 
occasion any movements on the part of their ar- 
mies till the expiration of the truce of Hoheniin* 
den. Some light skirmishes had, indeed, taken 
{dace between the advanced posts, but the cam- 
paign did not properly begin till the 34th of De- 
cember. 

It appears that the enemy was, at first, inclincRi 
to fall upon the Austrians near the lake of Garda, 
and there to turn the lines of the Mincio z but ge- 
neral Lebrune, animated by the successes of 
Moreau, resolved to attack them in fnmt. Ac- 
cordingly a bridge was thrown over the Mmcio^ 
the passage effected, and the left bank maintained 
by a detachment of French forces against die Vir 
gorous and repeated exertiom of the imperia&rts. 
In the course of that day the French took up* 
veards of two thousand prisoners, and aevend 
standards ; and next morning the passage of the 
river was carried by the main body at Monzai^ 
bano. An order given by the lieutenantrgeneral 
Debnes for a general charge by the French infan^ 
try and cavalry was executed without firing a 
ungle cannon ; and, after a most obstinate coi^ 
flict, the Austrians were routed with prodigious 
slaughter. Meanwhile two French bri^ides were 
attacked by a reserve of twelve thousand Hungarian 
grenadiers ; but, having received a timely rem.- 
forcement, they defeated the assailants, and made 
themsdyes masters of four fneoes of cannon, a 
chest of ammumtion, and about two thousand 
prisoners. At VaUegio they encountered freak 
difficulties, from the intrepid fiimness of the im- 
periaUsU } butt, afier the village had been three 
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times taken and retaken, and prodigies of Tidonr 
.hud beea perfofmed on both ndesr'tfae Austrian 
commander thosgfat pvoper to retreat; and the 
^French took possession of five pieces of cannon^ 

two howitzers^ nine hundred muskets, and eigh^ 
horses^ besides a prodsgious number of prisoners* 
This defeat, and the arrival of fresh reinforcements 
to the txttmyj induced the Austrians to evacuate 
the castle of Vellagic^ Which they had hitherto 
retained* 

Next morning, Heutenant-general Delmas sur- 
rounded the i^dmibtft of Salionga, and began to 
make preparatioiis for an assault : but the Austri- 
ans, .fully sensible of the impracticability of a suc^ 
cessM defence, surrendered at discretion; i^d 
fourteen pieces of cannon, two pair of colours, and 
<a thousand prisoners, fell into the hands of the vic- 
tDtious republicans* Elated by these successes, 
'^le French proceeded to occupy on their left the 
hdghts of Castel-Nuovo, and on their right took 
post between Legnago and Verona 4 while some 
•detachments were ordered to lay si^^ to Peachie- 
'tu, -and bk>ckade Mantua* 

Meanwhile tbe main body of the Austrians had 
fpaased the Adige ; but they had strengthened with 
some troops and a numerous artillery an intrenched 
camp which they had formed near Verona, cover- 
ing the great road between that town and Mantua* 

' From the reports of a reconnoitring party, it ap- 
pealed that;greatnunibers>of Austrians were drawh 
-ttpalong the whole line of the Adige : the p^n- 
locms were, therefore, sent to Boussdingo, and pte^ 
'paaalnns w«re made fof passing tbe river at thsit 

- ptaeeon the e»ndng momint^* An attack was to 
betmade in two points : the fiMit at the i^ce whem 
4t ivto nsaUy intended that the ndvanced guard 
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ghoQld pas% and the seoond to t^perat^ as a feiiit; 
The division under Boudet received orders to 
storm the Austrian post «t Chiusa, and to advance . 
tQ the heights of Romada ; while another division 
of infantry and cavaky should pass the Adige, and 
the right wii^ commanded by general Dupont, 
should take post at Boussdiingo. 

These orders were all executed on the 
i8ot. ^Qi^^S ^ ^^ ^^ ^^ January ; and iti 
' the course of that day the whole army, 
exclusive of die divisions under Boudet and Roch- 
ambeau, gained the left bank of the Adige, and 
marched forward with such rapidity that the 
Austriansy after throwing reinforcements into the 
two forts, deemed it advitbible to evacuate the 
town of Verona* Meanwhile Boudet made him- 
self master of Chiusa, AJla, and Roveredo, and 
formed a junction with Rochambeau, who had re* 
duced Riva aad Torboti, and concentrated his 
fw?ces at Mori* 

Whilst one dmsion of the French army, under 
general Morencey, was* charged with the blockade 
of the forts of Verona, the advanced guard, with 
the reserves of in&ntry apd cavalry, advanced to* 
wards Vicenaa in pursuit of the Austrians ; who 
defended several positions with extraordinary gal- 
lantry, and eventually retreated in good order 
behind Montebello. The French, now pursuing 
an easy course of success, crossed the Brenta, made 
themselves masters of Trent, and chased the im- 
perialists from Bassano andCastel-Franco to Salva- 
rpza* In this career the republicans are said to 
have marched 130 miles in eight days and to 
have taken upwards of three thousand prisoners.* 
Prodigious munbers of the Austrians were slain 
ia their retreat ^ and the roads txtxp Sahwsca 



were Jiteiidlly sttewed wkh the bodies of the dead 
aad dying men* 

On the 13th of JiUiuary, the left wing of gene* 
ral Le Brune's army had its foremost columns at 
Azalo, and by its post was connected with the 
centre) under the command of general Souchet $ 
the advanced guard was stationed at Salvardza $ 
and the corps of reserve^ with the dragoons and 
the cavalry, were drawn up in the neighbourhood 
of Castel-Franco i while tfie Au^rian army lay 
encamped on the plain of Salvaroza ; aiid^ not- 
withstanding their recent misfortunes, prepared 
for another engagement. 

In this posture of affairs, an Austiian colonel 
arrived at the French head quarters, and proposed 
conditions of an annistice> which was accor<&ngly' 
concluded on the 16th of January at Treviso>* 
within twenty miles of Venice* The line of 
demarkaUon between the two armies was to be 
the Tagliamento, from its effiux in the mountains 
aS Tyrol, to the place where it disembogues into 
the Adriatic The fortresses of Peschiera, Porto- 
Legnago, Ancona, and Ferrara, were to be ceded 
10 the French, and the blockade of Mantau was to 
be continued : but by. a new armistice, concluded 
at Luneville on the 6th of February, his imperial 
majesty consented to give up Mantua, as an indis- 
putable proof of his sincerity. 

At this juncture, the measures of the Austrian 
ministry were generally detested and ridiculed ; 
the nerves of the army were totally relaxed ; the 
sentimento and wishes of the officers were dis- 
cordant; and almost the only point in which aH 
ranks agreed, was a desire that the war, which had 
occasioned such a prodigious waste of blood and ' 
ti^^fi^iiffiSijshpiildbebroug^ to a speedy con^- 
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aion. Such being the state of the people, and eve^ 

of the military, his imperial majesty at length re* 
solved to g,ive peace to the empire ^ a|id ^ definitive 
treaty was accordingly concluded at Luneville, on 
the 9th of February, between the French republics 
and the emperor and the Germanic body- 

This treaty was, in all probability, extrenpie]^. 
disagreeable to the house of Austria ; as its princi- 
pal articles deprived them of tlie rich inheritance 
of their Burgundian ancestors,and almost excluded' 
them from their beloved Itajy. Compelled to re- 
linquish the sovereignty of the Belgic provinces, 
the grand-duchy of Tuscany, and all the fine 
domains on the left bank of the Rhine, they 
were, in a great measure, isolated from those, 
points of contact where they had so often exerted 
their strength against other powers, and on whicl\ 
they had long asserted a right to interfere in the 
great afifcura of Europe* Many able, politicians,, 
however, were of opinion thftt, in the compactness 
of enjpire acquired by the accession of Venice, 
Istria, Dalmatia, and the Venetian isles in the 
Adriatic, the Austrian family had gained in real 
strength an ample compensation for the loss of 
their more extensive, but disjointed^ territories. 
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ELECTORATE OF SAXONY. 



THIS duchy and electorate receives its name 
from the ancient nation of the Saxons^ once 
tJie possessors of a considerable proportion of Ger- 
many. On the east, it is bounded by Losace ; on 
the north by the margraviate of Brandenburg ; on 
the west by the principality of Anhalt ; and on the 
south by Misnia* The duke is the sixth elector of 
the empire) and besides this province possesses 
Misnia, a part of Thuringia, and the marc|uisate 
of the higher and lower Losace, which ^rmerly 
made a part of Bohemia ; a part of the country of 
Mansfield, and the abbey and territory of Qued- 
lemberg* 

The air in Saxony, though cold and sharp, is 
likewise very clear and healthful. Wine is not a 
produce of the country, but it yields com in abun* 
dance, and the mountains of Misnia contain seve- 
ral mines of silver, copper, and lead. The Sax- 
ons are large and robust in person, have very good 
natural parts, and for polite and agreeable conver- 
sation excel the other inhabitants of Germany. 
Their food, of which they eat much, is chiefly 
salted, and consequently produces excessive drink- 
ing, to which they are too much addicted. The 
pride of ancestry is here carried to its utmost 
height; Should a noble so far forget his rank as 
to ally himself to the family of a plebeian, what- 
ever temptations wealth may throw in his way, he 
becomes from that moment not only the object of 
contemptuous scorn, but even rui^ some hazard 
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of being cut off by the associates of his former 
rank* 

Lutheranism is the preraiGng religion, and the 
ecclesiastical dignities are principally possessed by 
Lutheran lords ; but Cakdnists and Roman catho- 
lics are both freely tdierated. The language of 
the knv^ orders is amixtum of German and^elft-- 
vonian, but the peq>ie of rank talk German moi^ 
pi»e than tn a&y other part of the empire, and id- 
most ail understand French and Italian. 

WirCemburgh, the cajHtal city of the duchy, is 
t^toated t^Kmthe Elbe and weH fortified. Its in- 
habitmits have a great veneration for the church in 
which Luther and Melancthon are interred, and 
piide themselves on being foremost in embracing 
thb doctrine of those intreiMd reformers in their 
university, which is the most renowned of all the 
protestant universities of Germany, llie ordina- 
ry residence of the elector of Saxony is at Dres- 
den, yfihvt his palabe and the arsentil are ju^ly 
the admiration of strangers* Among the many* 
considerable citks belonging to the elector^ is 
Ldpsic, celebrated for the three fairs held there 
every year, which afibrd the grand mart for the ' 
pitilifio productions of German literattfre. It 
cimmfS €dl the rights of a free and imperial city, 
but this the Sector strongly cbiHests. 

Fryburg, where all the princes of the electoiial' 
house of Saxony are interrafd, is also a large and 
strong city. The four cities and bailHages, se^ 
questered from the archbishop of Magdeburgh 
by the peace of Prague, and afterwards by that 
of Westphalia, for the elector of Saxony, arc 
Dama, Gutterbedc, Duerfurt, and Bork, all more 
important from their revenue than desirable for sit- 
uation* . , 
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The ainuiiwlratioii of juatice in all the states^ 
without appeal to the auiic chamber of the empe- 
ror <Hr to the iaiperialch^iter of Wet«laar9 is, in 
the last »tage, Tested in tluK elector, who still re» 
tains the rights <^ arm% {tfotection and 8U|>eriortty 
onrer MugMxirgh, Mersberg, Lower Losace, the 
possessions in the Voightland* and county of Hen* 
neberg, with the bishopric of Natimberg) wl^h 
were in the year 1656 divided by the edte^r John 
George the first, among his four sons, John George 
the setond, who succeeded him in the electorate, 
'Augustus, Chiastian and Maurice, and which par- 
tition, as they all murried and had chiJdr«0, still 
continues* 

The privileges d the eteotor a» grand marshal 
0f the em{ure aite very considerable. He car- 
*ries the naked sword before his imperial majesty 
at'his election and when he holds a court. Thia 
right was disputed by Wenceslaus duke of Bra^ 
bant, but the emperor S^snuand confirmed it 
to the eledtors of &ixony by a special, decree. In 
the diets and assemblies of the empire, especially 
at the dection of an emperor, the regulaticHis for 
the lodgings of the princes and deputies, and the 
orders i^cessary to procure a prc^r supply of 
provisions at a reasonable rate, all devolve upon 
him. He announces the day of assembly ap- 
pointed by the arclibishop of Mentz, and in the 
absence of the ambassador of the elector of Mentz, 
the conducting of the assembly faUa to him. The 
right of putting his seal upon the eiects of the 
ministers, who die during the diet, is however 
disputed. In hia absence, the discharge c^ these 
duties is performed by the miniatecs of the count 
of Pappenheim hb vicar. The jurisdiction of the 
grand marshal extended formerly to the gamM 
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in the camp. No one was permitted to play un- 
less under the standard of the marshal) fit)m 
^whence arose a certain revenue* When the 
emperor Sigismund suppressed this practice^ he 
indemnified tlie marshal by a pension of two hun- 
dred florins upon the city of Nordlingen, and 
with part of the tax paid by the Jews of Nurem- 
berg, which the count of Pappenheim now enjoys. 
The grand marshal has also the protection of 
trumpeters, and all other performers on the tnusi- 
cal instruments of war, from which the electoral 
society of trumpeters in Saxony claim an univer- 
sal jurisdiction in all questions concerning that art, 
although the marshals of the court claim that right 
in the other states of the empire* The right of 
presiding in the diets, upon the vacancy of the 
see of Mentz, or the absence of that elector's en- 
voy, is disputed witli the elector of Saxony by the 
electors of Triers and Cologne ; as is also the di- 
rection of the evangelic states. In quality of elec- 
tor, he is the director and chief ot the circle of 
Upper Saxony and vicar of the empire when va- 
cant. As margrave of Misnia, he is granid hunts- 
man of the empire, and as margrave of Losace 
he h^s a right to ennoble. The principal of his 
hereditary officers is the marshal of Laser, Irho 
exercises that office in the acts of ceremony, and 
' in the provincial diets. 

The ancient boundaries of Saxony extended 
from the river Eydor through Westphalia, al- 
most as £ur as the lower Rhine; the German 
ocean was on the west, and eastward it reached al- 
most as fiu* as Prussia. The Saxons are by some 
supposed to be descended from the Mace^xuAns, 
but probability rather favours their being the an- 
cient Catti described by Tacitus. The Roiha^ 
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liiatorians are silent about this nation for the first 
.three hundred years after Christ, but Danish 
writers notice them sixty years before the Chris** 
tian a&ra, and relate the wars aboQt Jutland* Eu- 
trbjuus aAd Orosius, the first Roman historhins 
who break thii silence, mention their being early 
remarkable for their expeditions upon the German^ 
or British sea* 

The -government of the whole Saxon nation 
was Tested ia twelve chieftains chosen annually ; 
and they elected from among themselves a chief 
judge, but who had no farther authority* A 
king was chosen in time of war, Whose power 
ceased on the return of peace* Harderick is the 
first Saxon king mentioned in history* His suc<* 
cessor Anseri(£, by driving the Thuringi out of 
the duchy of Bremen and the adjacent country, 
seenu to have led the way for that system of in- 
▼ason and conquest so successfully pursued by 
the German naUons* It had been a &shion witn 
them, for a century or two, to enoigrate, Hengist 
the fourteenth of their kings having in the fifth 
eentury establi^ed a Saxon government in Eng* 
land* The prorince of Thuringia was long 
warmly disputjsd by the Franks and the Saxons, 
and the former having been converted to Chris^ 
tianity, began to hate the Saxons, whose avermon 
to Christiamty principally arose from its being. 
ttie roligion <^ the Franks. Charles Martel, high 
steward to the French king, was however resolved * 
to cmapel the Saxons to change their religion, 
bnt their entire redaction waa reserved for his 
pandson Charlemagne. 

. Chadefnagne, on succeeding his fa* A. D. 
..IberPepm, who had dethroned his sove- 77s* 
ragn Childeric the tl^rd) reaolved to pursue the 
^C c 2 
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ol^t hts 'gitodfiKtiyer 'had alleiiipted. He ac-? 
oofjEMngly attaofeed and defeated the Saxcns^^ 
obliging their kiftf Wittefciad to Ry into Dm^* 
laafk, who, after losing teTenteenhatdesy finding^ 
Umseif toti^y «aiat^ to resist the force of the 
nktoiious ClMirlenii^;iie, ace^ted the conditions 
offered him, and was baptised whh his whole &•: 
mily by LuHo bishop of Mentz. Some provinces^ 
were left to Wtttekitid; and Gb^kngne chaoged 
theblaek horse wore hi his escatclieon intoa^ 
white one, which is retained to this day by ikm 
bouse of Brunswick. It was not however tillr 
904, after a cakcMtoiis wttr of Ihirty- years, that; 
the Saxons were entirely sobdued, when Charka 
had defeated them in oumerous baules, and trano*^* 
ported ma&y thoQSaods to Fltfiders) Srabant^ aiMh 
other countries. ) 

Wittekiad m his old age made war against the 
Suahians, but was unable lo eOKlare the 
. ^^^ ' fioigue, being sufecaied in his arsiou& 
* by the great heat of the we<ither, and 
buried at Angria m Westpha^ His son Wig^ 
bert made a journey to Rome out of devodon^ 
and his great granddon Luddph ^nf^eyed him-* 
self in a manner more befitting a soveveign, - im 
extending the territories, which his fore&thers had 
bequeathed to hun* After the deaitii of Lewin 
IV. Otho, Ludolph's youngest son^ was elected 
empeiorv butdedined that dignity on account «C 
his great age» His son Henry, sumaned the^ 
Fowler, ¥»ksafterwaids, on the des^ of Consad# 
declared emperor; the dying. menaich havi^ 
himself destied his brother ta cttry the im|>enal 
ensigns to £fenry, the succession- being at thin 
time more in the appotutment qi the deoeas«id 
than the ele«|ors» Henry, to secure the fron^cq^ 
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of hi»Mipii« agMm ii«ptio»% appointed: wm 
g^vM^ or fovemm of . frootiecs m Slctwicky 
Brandeoburg^ Mmiat aod LoMce, as Charkr 
voBigat haddone ki AiMtiia ouid .l^tosam* He 
fouttdad and fondfiod many citiea, and. ordered 
tfae yso»& to be tiwooi li^ in MnWf tkat Ui^ 
laighi te more eKpert lii.i«peltog loVasioiis* Ho 
afipointed hb aon Qlho his Micces»or> whose maojr 
wariikfi ex|i]aifts oblmoed lum the aomanio of ^. 
Great* OthoeoiMParted the Danes to Cfamtianii^f* 
and loft SalBoiif mid the imperial di^ty to hi« 
aon suisMKied Riifu% who was auc^eededalso by 
hia aoQ» OUioIII. suroamed Miralxtia.MiiBdi* 
' The wara whkhOtho the Great had to main^ 
taia in Italyt oUi^^iog kimto be frequently : 

abaent from Geeoiany) he .was induced . '^/ 
to gire that part of Saxony next to the 
Dianesy-aod the Uea^or Sdavit first for repel- 
liag any. irvuplkait and afterwards as an here- 
ditoi!y fie^.toI^srownBiUlngtoooofhis nuiiisterS) 
whose o^uct had pleased him ;^^o this he add- 
ed the title of the duke oi Saxony« The empe<* 
nrhowevelr reservod.the greatest part of the ter-^ 
rilofy to Ihs <mnAmiiY* The po^rity of Her- 
man eajayed this dignity ior.one hundred and 
fG^y«sixyear»;-butthe male issue became ex- 
tinct in Magnus, .great ^gceat gvaoGbKio of Her* 
•s^ the fimt duk^ Msgnus» who died in .1 i05| 
left (wo daughters.; one married to. Henry duke 
of Bavaria ;• the^ottor to L.Qttinrius<eount cf Sap* 
pbnbixg* The didae of Bavaria was clearly en« 
titled to the duchy of SaKony^ but the emperoc 
ItoM^ v., &«ouring Lotharitts^ conferred the 
dignity on him* U howeveir;reTerted to the duk^ 
of Bavaria's &miiy in 1^ following generatioiH 
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Us gTMidaoii, Heny Hit Wfrnti^-wcaMSmg-ixk 
mbt of his -wife, tlie oufy dftugfatev of Lotluniasy 
w%o iuid i«yw bacome enperMv -Hearfi faaiing 
«<e(|uiP6d'tlie title of did»«of Bawria by bb &^ 
ihdr^ death in 1 1^, coaqbered Tusonf , and be« 
come pbssesied of seveMd other pfiOYiiicc9t ^^ 
•igned to his fiilfattr»tti<Nktv(r the •whole duchy of 
Saxony, which he had ext^ndsd iaafo as L^bww 
liOtharinS) p r e?i oo » to histdeKtii'iii4to foUowiag 
year, declared Henvy his' ^uoeosaor to the eiftpire, 
but Conrad, who had been dl^udii^ the impetial 
eK>wn with the deceased' emperor ht &«« years, 
was now elected emperor, amdoa Envy's 'refas* 
ing^ to delivtBT tip some of the poflsesmans, wi(a at 
his desire put to the ban ^ tiie empire. Henr^^ 
liowever, notwithi^an^ng this harsh proeelfding>f 
still kept possession «f great patt of Saxony, 
many of his stibjects remaining Mtfaftil to him ; 
but an arrangement being proposed at Quedieiai^ 
berg, he was thesis poisoned, wliae the aidi^ct 
ymi under discussbn,' in the fartieth year of his 
age. 
• Henry the Lion succeeded his ^tiier at the 

^ early age of ten years, and a peaoe bbing 
^* ^* conduded wiA the empiilor uodor the 

^' administration of his uncle Guelph, hd 
was reinstated in Saxony, and, vfK»i the death 
of his mother^ in the dukedom of Bm^rifi. He 
after\v«rdf^ lost ttllhis possessions except BKms^ 
wick and Luneberg, barings inoaited the diiM 
pleasure of theemperor^ tiirmigli ^ose iht«eiice 
he was put to the ban of the empire. * Thflt part 
of Saxony which -fimns the etectomte was upon 
this occasion given to Bernard of the Iwmse of 
AAhah. -• 
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Beiiiard IIL Mras the youngest ion of Albert the 
Bear, count of ABcanUh descended of a ve- ^ |^ 
ry ancient Saxon hraSAyf and relaited to ,^8a 
A¥ittektnd, the last kkig of the Sasi^ons* 
He died in 1213, leaving two sons, Albert, who 
succeeded him in the etectorate, and Henry t(ie 
Old, founder of the house of Anhalt. 

Albert L died in U60, leaving two sons, Al- 
bert the second his successor, and John, the foun- 
der of the house of Saxe l4Awenberg« 

Albert IL died in 1311, aaad was succeeded bj 
his oidy son Roddphus, who died in 1356, leavr 
ing two sons, RodoiphasII. his successor, and by 
a second mariiage WenceslauS) who succeeded to 
the duchy upon his half brother Rodolphus the se- 
cond dykig without issue* 

Wenceslaus Idt two sonS) Rodolphus and Al- 
bertf both ^f whom succeeded to the electorate in 
'Succession ; and the younger Albert, dying, with- 
out issue in .the year 1422, the succession was dis- 
puted by the dukes of Saxe Lawenberg, the 
counts Palatine and margraves of Brandenberg, 
but the emperor Sigismund invested Frederic the 
:Warri(Mr, landgrave of Tbunogen and margrave 
ei Misnia, with the electorate. 

Ffcderic the Warlike, the ancestor of the mo- 
dem electors of Saxony, was, according to some, 
descended from Wlttdund the Great. He was 
succeeded by his son Frederic, sumamed the Pa- 
ofie, who left two sons and four daughters. 
His eldest son and successor Ernest was the fa- 
ther of Frederic, who appears to have been justly 
sumamed the Wise. Upon the death of Maxi- 
milian the first, the imperiitl crown was offered 
to him, which be refused, and voted for Charles 
the fifth* He was the author, on this ocQaSkion, 
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in order to effectually secure the liberties of Ger# 
many, of the capitulation, which all the ^ropenors 
have since been obliged to swear to before their 
election* This wise prince would never marry, 
and was one of the ' first protectors of Luther* 
He was succeeded by his brother John, surnamed 
the Constant, who was equally zealous as his de- 
(^eased brother had been for the establishment of 
Lutheranism* John was succeeded by his son 
John Frederic, surnamed the Magnanimous, one 
of the principal supporters of the protestant re- 
iigbn and chief of the Smalkaldic league* By 
this, however, he incurred the powerful hatred of 
Charles the fifih, which was increased by his op- 
position to the election of Ferdinand as king of 
the Romans. He notwithstanding maintained ja 
strenuous contest against the emperor, but having 
lost the battle of Mulberg, where h6 was made 
imsoner, he was deprived of his electorate and 
the greatest psut of his states, which were given 
^ his cousin Maurice* He consented to his de- 
privation beforehis death, contenting himself with 
the counties of Altenburgh, Sacksenburgh, Hisen- 
4>Ufg, &c» with ^e title of elector till Ws death''; 
and his sons also subscribed this resignation* 
Maurice, who thus succeeded to the electorate, 
ivas eoUsin-german to the last elector, Albert, the 
younger son of Frederic the Pacific, being his 
grandfather* 

Maurice, leaving no male issue, was succeeded 
by his brother Augustus surnamed the 
^J^ Pious, and at whose death the elec- 
^^ torate devolved upon his sixth son Chris- 
tian the first, who warmly embraced the doctrines 
of Calvin, which he introduced into Saxony* 
Christian the second, being a minor, when his&* 
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ther Christfan L died, the. government, was con-, 
ducted by his guardian the duke of Weimar for 
ten years, who again introduced Lutheranism* 

The next elector was John George the Brat,, 
brother of Christian the second, who died * *^ . • 
without children. He was succeeded by y^^' 
his son John George, the second, who left 
one son, afterwards John George the third, who 
was made grand huptsman of the empire in 1 663* 
He acquired great military fame in the wars b.e- 
tween the French and Turks, and particularly, 
distinguished hiipself at the siege of Vienna.**" 
His two sons, John George the fourth, and Fre* 
deric Augustus, both succeeded him in turns. 
The formef , after signalizing himself in the wsu: 
upon the Rhine, and in Hungary, against the 
Turks, died of the small-pp^c at Dresdeui leaving 
no issue* 

Frederic Augustus hs^ greatly attached him* 
self from his youtli to the intc^sts of the ^ 
house of Austri^^ His military character ^^' 
vnis established . in the wars in Hungary 
against the Turks, and he afterwards commanded 
the imperial army upon the Rhine* The interest 
and solicitations of the house of Au&tria raju^ed- 
him to the throne of Poland, when he embraced, 
the catholic religion, and was crowded at Cracovla* 
In a luckless hour, he entered into a league against 
Sweden with Peter the Great, i^nd the king rf 
Denmark, which was founded principally on 
Peter's ambition to acquii^ the reputation,, and 
enjoy the fortune of a conqueror* They soon 
foimd themselves however not a little mistaken 
in their estimation of the talents of their youth- 
ful opponent. No sooner did the occasion 
call, than the bold genius of Charles began to 
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display itself- This powerful confederacy, in- 
stead of disconcerting, only roused his courage. 
Copenhagen was presently at his feet ; the Rus- 
sians were defeated at Waraaw ; and, early in 
the ensuing campaign, after defeating the Poles 
and Saxons at the Duna, he entered Birzen in 
triumph, where the confederates had but a few 
months before planned his destruction. It was 
here, under the stimulating influence of resent- 
ment, that he resolved on depriving the elector 
of Saxony of the crown of Poland. 

Frederic Augustus was however determined 
not to lose his kingdom without a struggle* 
With his Saxon guards, upon which he placed 
his chief dependence, and a considerable body of 
Polish troops, amounting all together to about 
24,000 men, he advanced to meet Charles, who 
had little more than half that number. They 
fought in a spacious plain near Glisaw, between 
Warsaw and Cracow ; and though Augustus 
performed every thing that could be expected 
from a gallant prince fighting for his crown, he 
was defeated with great slaughter. Thrice he 
rallied his troops in person, and attempted to re- 
store the battle, but in vain. The Saxons alone 
could be said to fight for him. The Poles fled. 
The camp, the baggage, the cannon, and even 
the military chest of Augustus, fell into the 
hands of the victorious Charles. This decisive 
defeat did not however drive Augustus to de- 
spair. He assembled a diet, where, by his af- 
iability, engaging manner, and fine accomi^sh- 
ments, he in a great measure recovered the affec- 
tions of his subjects. He again met the Swedes 
at Pultausk. The armies were nearly equal, 
each consisting of about 10,000 men. Yet so 
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nreat was* the terix>r which the name of Charie* 
ihspired, that one half of the Swedes fled at hi* 
approach, and the rest were soon routed* Au- 
gustus now fled into Saxony. He died at Wiai*- 
saw, and the throne was declared Vacant. It was 
dt the disposal of Charles, who^ cbnttary to the 
adviceof his ministers, refused taking it for him- 
self, declaring that he had more pleasure in giving 
away than conquering kingdoms ; and Stanislaus^ 
palatine of Pomania, was immediately raised t6 
the regal chair. But Charles did not stop here% 
He entered Saxony at the head of 24,000 men, 
and having laid the whole country under contribu- 
tion, pitched Bis camp at Alt Ranstadt, near the 
plains of Rutzer, rendered femous by the memo« 
rable victory and death of Gustavus Adolphus. 
Unable to contend with such an opponent, Au- 
gustus was compelled to sue for peace, which he 
obt^ed under the most humiliating conditions* 
He was forced to renounce all pretensions, and ac- 
knowledge Stanislaus as lawful sovereign of Po- 
land. 

Fortune, which had so long attended the gal- 
lant Charles in his career of conquest, was now 
preparing for him a severe reverse. He quitted 
Saxony at the head of 45,000 men, to march 
against the C^r, who retired upon his approach, 
■and passed the Boristhenes. Finding it impos- 
sible, through Peter's precautions, to march 
directly to Moscow, Charles attempted a passage 
through the Ukraine, in which, after encounter- 
ing the most unheard of difficulties, he arrived 
in the neighbourhood of Pultowa, of which place 
he attempted to make himself master, notwith* 
standing it was defended by a strong garrison, 
and a covering army of 70,000 men, while his 

Vol. XyiL D d 
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own army did not exceed 27,00a Disdaining, 
thie idea of waiting for battle in his entrench- 
isdntS) he attacked the Russians, and after the 
most desperate battle almost ever known, his 
whole army was utterly routed and dispersed* 
No wtory was ever attended with more import- 
ant consequences. Charles, in one day, lost the 
fruit of nine years successful war, and his vete« 
ran army, which had carried terror wherever 
they marched, was totally annihilated* The 
elector of Saxony, hearing of the defeat of his 
conqueror, protested against the treaty of Alt 
Ranstadt, as extorted from him by force, and 
re-entered Poland. Stanislaus was forced to re- 
linquish his authority, and Augustus once more 
found himself in possession of the Polish throne* 
The remainder of his reign was however disturbed 
by domestic troubles, and when surprised by deaths 
be was occupied with a design of rendering the 
crown of Poland hereditary in his family. With 
this view he had planned a division of the Polish 
dominions, but aware that this was impracticable 
without the concurrence of the king of Prussia, he 
attempted to discover from mareschal de Grum- 
)&ou the sentiments of his master. Grumkou was 
no less anxious to divine the intentions of Augus- 
tus. Thus mutually actuated, they contrived to 
msJse each other drunk : the death of Augustus 
was the consequence. He was endowed with ex- 
traordinary bodily strength, a sound understand- 
ing, a social disposition, and many princely ac- 
pomplishments. In a fit of gallantry, he once . 
twisted a horse-shoe in the presence of a fine wo- 
man, in order to give her some idea of his person- 
fii power, and at the same time presented to her a 
purse of gold> to make her sensible of his geuero- 



rttjr. It has been well observed, that love never 
spoke a more eloquent langu£^. On the duke of 
Orleahs* death, v^hich was occasioned by ne- 
glecting his usual time of bleeding, being seized 
with an apoplexy in the arms of the dutchess de 
Valori, and expiring, he wantonly exclaimed in 
the words of Scripture, " O may I die the death 
of this ju9t man f* alluding to his at once paying 
the debt of nature and the debt of love I 
'■ Prfederick Augustus left only one son, ' 

w!j6 succeeded his father in the electoral ^ ' 
dignity, and the hereditary possessions of 
M^ house, with the title of Frederick Augustus 
the third. The crown of Poland was however 
i^in disputed by Stanislaus, who had become 
father-in-law to Louis the XVth, and was a sq* 
cond time chosen king. Upon this the Emperor^ 
assisted by the Russians, compelled the Poles> tK» 
proceed to a new election, and Frederick August 
tu8 was seated in the throne. Upon the death of 
the emperor Charles the sixth, Augustus, the 
third, together with many other cliumants, ad« 
vanced pretensions to the whole Austrian succes- 
9101), in right of his wife, eldest daughter of .the 
emperor Joseph, who was the elder brother of 
Charles the sixth. A general war \vas the neces^ 
sary consequence of the contending, demands, in 
which the elector of Saxony joined the side of ik» 
king of Prussia and the electo]:.of Bavaria, afo^- 
wards emperor, with the title of Charles the 
seventh. Upon the treaty of peace, which . was 
concluded at Breslau in 1742, the elector, of 
Staxony obtained certain places in the eircles dT 
Elbbgen, Saltzer, Leutmeritz, and Bniiitzlaw^iii 
Bohemia, in consideratioii of which he .guara|i^. 
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teed to the Queen of Hungary the possession of 
^he i^msdnder of the king^m* 

Upon the death o( the Emperor Charles 

^' ^' the seventh, the court of Versailles tnade 
' * an offer of the imperial crown to Aug«is- 
tiis,. but he, sensible that it was not in their gift, 
very prudently refused it, unless it could be pro- 
cured without violence* The death of the em-« 
perorwas.thc forerunner of a peace, equally ne-» 
cessary to- all parties. After the treaty of Bres- 
lau, tht dector of Saxony, animated t^y a Bri** 
tiish subsidy, had espoused the cause of thq qiieen 
©f Hungary, in consequence of which great p«t 
of his hereditary dominions were overrun by Pn»» 
sian troops* A treaty was therefore concluded on 
the 1 4th of December between Augustus, as electa 
or of Saxony, and the king of Prussia, by which 
i^ugustus agreed to pay one million of Gcrriaak 
crowns at the next fair of Leipsic, for the evacua* 
tton of his hereditary dominions* 

Saxony had now enjoyed for • some 

jT-?' years a state of tranquHlity and peace, 
when the ambition of Augustus involved 
him in a secret treaty with the courts of Vienna 
and Petersburgh to attack the king of Prussia, and 
iefiect. a. partition of the dominions of the house 
of Brandenburgh* The king of Prussia suspect* 
ing the designs of his enemies, resolved to antici* 
pate them by carrying the war into their domU 
Bions, instead of cooily waiting its approach in his 
ofwn* He .accordingly entered Saxony with: a 
great army » consisting of seventy battalions, and 
eighty sqimdrens, divided into three bocties, 
which, pursued difierent routes, aiid assemble 
liy concert at Dresden. Augustus, enable to 
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Testst so powerful a force, abandoned his capital^ 
wbich was immediately occupied by the Prussdanai. 
mid joined his little army of 14,000 men encamp* 
ed at Pima* This camp was deemed impregna- 
ble, and Augustus hoped that it would always se- 
cure him a communication with Bohemia, from 
jwbence he might receive succour* He therefore 
refused to listen to the king of Prussia's oyertures,. 
who lost no time in surrounding the camp, with 
the hope, that by cutting off the supplies^ he 
might force the Saxons to surrender. According* 
ly, after giving battle to, and defeating the Austri- 
ans under Marshal Brown at Lowositz, who had 
advanced to relieve Augustus, the Saxons, finding 
they had no: hope of relief, and no choice left,^ but. 
to perish or surrender prisoners of war, embraced 
the latter alternative ;. and Augustus, who had ta- 
J^en shelter in the castle of KcHiigstein, waa^ced 
to abandon his hereditary dominions, and retire 
ioto Bohemia. The king of Prussia having taken 
up his winterrquarters in 3sL3U>ny, levied heavy oon- 
inbutions on the unha^^y Saxons, seized the pub- 
Uc revenues, made himself master of the archives 
pf Dresden, and even ordered the secret cabinet^ 
in which the papers relative to foreign transactions 
were kept, tabe violently broke open, though the 
lyieen of Poland placed herself against the door. 
He there found abundant proofs of the conspiracy 
formed against him, and of the share which Au^ 
gustus had taken in the scheme. 

The generals of the combined French and Im^- 
perial armies, in vain attempted, in the en- 
suing campaign, to drive the Prussians out ^ *-^' 
of Saxony. Their armies were every. 
where defeated, and their plans rendered abortive 
by the vigilance and activity of Fisderick. Foi- 
Dd3 
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tune itt last, hawever, became as inconsfafit tif 
* the Prussian hero, as she had been before nnfo^ 
vourable to his enemies. Dresden, and the othet 
{u'incipal cities of the electorate, became alternate- 
ly possessed by Austrians and Prussians, vrhile 
fihe. whole country suffered most lamentably froni 
being so long the theatre of a bloody war* Skxo* 
aiy was little more than a frightful waste, present- 
ing <on)y objects to excite terror, pity, and despur« 
It ba& o&en, however, been remarked, that this 
country sooner revives from the dreadful calamity 
of plunder and devastation than any other in tlie 
German emttre ; and the observation is just* 

This dreaHful contest was aMength terminated 
. ^' ^ J>y a treaty between Prussia and Saxony, 
i '^ ' concluded at Hubertsbiirg on the I5th 
of February 1763, a separate convention 
Jiaving, at the same time, been entered into 
hetween Austria and Prussia, the result of 
whkh W9S, that both parties consented to sit 
4iDwn as .they began* It was indeed said that 
•there was a separate article for indemnifyingr the 
elector of Saxony for his heavy losses ; but if ^y 
iSuch agreement was made, it never was carried 
into execution* Augustus was now enabled to 
»etum to his hereditary dominions, from which 
lie had been exiled six years. He bad unfortu- 
iiately engaged in designs too vast for his power 
or capacity ; and he had no leisure to reflect on^ 
his imprudent alliance* Flying from his country^ 
«nd leaving his &mily and his palace in the 
possession of his enemies, he had retired to 
Poland* His queen consort died in a sort of 
captivity, overcome with the alarms, the vex- 
ations, and the indignities she suffered* Au^stus 
himself) broken down by every kind of mxsfor^ 



ttine, had undergone every trial which co\iM 
affect his interest or his affections as a' sovereigii, 
husband) and fiither. It is tlo wonder therefore, 
that his constitution, already impaired by ageV tt 
length gave way. '"He fell into a kxhdof lediargid 
drowsiness, and died on the ^h October 1^63, 
in his /6th year. It must be admitted, that 
the king of Prussia's treatment of Saxony during 
the late war was unjustifiable, and his conduct in 
transporting the artists of the famous Dresden 
chum from Meissen to Berlinj was one of the 
most unwarrantable exercises of the rights of 
conquest almost ever known. The elector was 
under the necessity, from the situation of his 
donunions, of joining one party or the other t and 
it was this circumstance which induced the 
Austrians to sacrifice every thing to procure the 
evacuation of Saxony, which had suffered so 
severely for its connection with that house. 

Frederic Christian, the eldest son and suc- 
cessor of Augustus, died in a few weeks 
after his father, and was succeeded by his '^* . 
son Frederic, Augustus, then only thirteen 
years of age. For five years the administration of 
affairs was conducted by Prince Francis X&vier, 
brother of the deceased elector, with the greatest 
prudence and moderation, and on his nephew's 
attaining' the age of eighteen, he resigned to him 
the kingidom, greatly improved by his manage- 
ment, and the period of repose which had hap^y 
intervened. 

The present elector has had a long and happy 
reign, having carefully studied the security, 
protection, and renovation of his country. A 
long and uninterrupted period of peace has given 
effect to the exertions of the elector, and Saxony 
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is at present in the best condition it has ever been* 
Frederic -Augustus is of the middle size, and by 
no means deficient in solid endowments. He haia 
no children, and hb brother and successor prince 
Charles is unmarried* In i^ure of issue by any 
of the present fanyly, the electorate goes to the 
Emestii^e branch. 
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ELECTORATE OF BAVARIA. 



nPHIS duchy was formerly ia kingdcan txtmdr 
•*• ing from the mountain of Francoiria to tb« 
frontiers of Hungary and the Adriatic Gult 
The whole is at present comprehendied uodetr the 
snodem^ divisions of Upper and Lower. Bayasi^ 
consisting of twelve counties, . whioh, acodr^ing 
to the laws d Franconia, are suffici^it t<} make ft 
duchy* Bavaria cont^iitis thirty *fivc cities^ df 
vhkh Munich is the capital, mhety-four. 4x)f«iMi) 
l»ven hundred and twenty castles^ four thcMlsand 
^Kvea hundred .villages, eight great. abbiea,. se^ 
▼enty-five cloisters or monasteries, exeluaive .^T 
fhose of the mendicants. It is bounded. elLsfiwacd 
by Bohemia and Austria^ by Suabb.^ t^mxdB tht 
west, towards the north l>y Francbras^ and by Ty^ 
rol on i\i^ soQth* The duke of.Barwia is nol^ 
]iowevi;r, sovereign of all this coontry, there bong 
snany free cities within its limitsii: one of which is 
Ratisbon, and several lordships both ecclesiastical 
and secular. 

. Bavaiia is divided into four great haiHiagesot 
governments, where justice is adnunistered to the 
people annexed to each district. By the last treaty 
fif Westphalia^ the Upper PalatjlBate waauBited 
to thia duchy, and the duke also possessea tbs 
landgraviate of Leichtenberg and the county dT 
Ka^. The inhabitants are strong. and labo^ 
rious, and exerd'se themselves much in shooting 
frith rifled muskets at a mark or elevated pole, in 
order to render diemselves more expeipt in time of 
war. 



310 BAVARU. 

All historians- agree that this bouse is one of. 
the most ancient in Germany. After va- 
jjg^' rious interruptions, Bavaria was restored 
* by the emperor Frederic the first, to Othoy 
landgrave of Wittelsbach, surnamed the Grand* 
Be was succeeded by his son Louis the first, who 
destroyed Wittelsbach because his cousin, who 
resided there, had killed the emperor Philip. 
Otho the Illustrious died in 1245, and divid^ 
hh possessions between his two sons Louis the 
secc^ and Henry* Louis the second called the 
Savere, because he put his wife to death upon a 
false suspicion of adultery, had by his second 
^vOt two sons Rodolphus and Louis, whose des- 
cendants to this day remain chiefs of two great 
£imilies, the present electors of Bavaria being 
descended fix>m Louis, the younger, who after- 
•'waffdft became emperor. Louis was succeeded by 
Ilia jecond* son Stephen of Landshut called the 
Old, to whose third son John surnanjed the Paci^ 
fic,. thereby fell* 

£nK8t ^dest ison of John had a great share m 

the £a,vottr of the emperor Sigismiuid, 

I wi ^hom: he' greatly assisted in his war 

against the Hussites* He was succeeded 

by Mb son Albert the thifd, called the Pious, who 

was elected king of Bohemia, but refiised that 

erown* Attiertthe fourdi, called the Wise, en^ 

teredintoawarforthe succession of the bi*anches 

of iBgdistadt and Landshut, in which he was 

asskted by the emperor* The claim was at last 

compromised* 

William the fourth, called the Constant, soc- 

ceeded his fittfaer, and was one of. the 

^'^g ' cfaie& of the Catholic league formed > at 

Nurembergh agsdnst the Lutherans. His 



successor Albert the fifth sumamed the Magnsu- 
nnnous, was greatly^ attached to the house of 
Austiia, and introduced into \his, hmily the 
privilege of birthright, in consequence of whicb 
his eldest son succeeded him, without anjr 
division of the states, as had been usual* Wil*> 
liam the fifth, called the Young, gave the name 
of Wilhelmina to the branch of Bavaria. He 
Tesij^ned the government to his son Maximilian^ 
and retired into the solitude of the Chartreuse, 
near Ratisbon, where he lived thirty years, and 
died in 1636, aged 76. 

. Maximilian the first, called the Solomon^ 
warmly supported the interests of the 
house of Austria in Germany, as a return ^^ ' 
for which service, the Emperor bestowed 
upon him, in 1 623, the electorate of the Upper 
Palatinate, of which Frederic the Constant) 
elected king of Bohemia^ had been deprived* 
Maximilian was succeeded by his son Ferdinand^ 
a prince of great prudence and wisdom^ who 
truly understood his ovm interests, and was 
greatly beloved by his subjects* He wisely main* 
tained a perfect neutrality in t))e wars between 
Germany and France* He died in his forty-fourth 
year, and was succeeded by his son . Maximilian^ 
who entirely devoted himself to the service of the 
emperor Leopold, and greatly distinguished him- 
self in Hungary, where he commanded the £m. 
peror*s army for some campaigns, and expended 
each year a million of crowns in supporting his 
•troops* He was made governor of the Spanish 
Netherlands by the king of Spain, which he held 
during that king's life ; but in the war of the suc- 
cession of Spain, refusing to engage with the £m* 



peror Leopold, he and his brother, the* elector of 
Cologne, were put to the ban of the empirey and 
deprived of their states, by the sole authority o£ 
the emperof j in which, however, they were rcr 
. established by die peace of Baden. He was suc- 
"ceedcd by his son Charles Albert, whose three 
sons all died in thejn ChiMhood* 
Charles Albert, on the death of the emperor 

Charles the sixth, laid claim to the king- 
^ . J dom of Bohemia on the strength of an 

article in the will c^the emperor Ferdinand 
the first, brother to Charles the fifth, notwith- 
standing the succession to all the Austrian domin- 
ions belonged to Maria Theresa, the late emper- 
or's daughter, by virtue of the Pragmatic league* 
He also concluded a treaty with the king of 
Prance at Nytnphenbui^ by which France engag- 
ed to assist itic etector with his whole force in or- 
der to raise him to the in^rial thixme, and the 
elector on his part, engaged that he would never 
iEittempt to recoTO* any of the towns or provinces 
t)f the empire,^?miich the French might conquer; 
Ihat h^>iii^*m<l, in hi^ imperial capacity, renounce 
the barrier treaty, and agree that France might 
retain irrevocably whatever places she might sub- 
due in the Austrian Netherlands. A treaty was 
also entered intb between Louis XV. and the king 
?jf Prussia, in which it was stipulated, that the 
elector of Bavaria, together with the imperial 
croAvn should possess Bohemia, Upper Austria 
and the county of Tyrol ; Prussia and Saxony 
being also provided for by the treaty. The elector 
being, in consequence of these treaties, joined by ' 
the French forces, immediately commenced 
hostilities at the head of seventy thousand men^ 
and was, towards the conclusion of the 'cam- 
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paign, crowned king of Bohemia at PraguCf elect- 
ed emperor at Frankfort, under the name of 
Charles the seventh, and invested with the impe* 
rial ensigns* The palatines of Hungary, incens« 
ed at this conduct, lost no time in passing a so* 
lemn act of state, by which they gave a perpetual 
exclusion to the elector and his posterity from the 
throne of Hungary. 

The good fortune of Charies seems to have 
terminated with his elevation to the imperial 
throne* On the very day of his election, he 
received an account of the reverses his army had 
met vrith, which' was soon followed by the 
Austrians recovering all the conquests which 
the French and Bavarian armies had made, and 
nothing but the intrepid spirit and genius of 
Belleisle could have saved the whole army from 
&mine, or surrendering prisoners of wu*, which 
he effected by his celebrated retreat from Prague* 
Charles now found himself abandoned by hbt 
allies, and stript of all his dominions. He was 
accordingly reduced to the necessity of taking 
refoge in Frankfort, where he lived in indigence 
and obscurity ; an illustrious beggar, depending 
on the bounty of France for a precarious sub- 
sistence* 

The haughty behaviour of the queen of 
Hungary, who not only refused to listen to any 
terms of accommodation, but avowed her pur- 
pose of keeping possession of Bavaria and the 
Upper palatinate as an indemnity for the loss 
of Silesia, produced a great change in the senti- 
ments of the prindpal German powers* Their 
jealousy of the house of Austria was revived, 
^ and their pride wounded by the degradation of 
the imperial dignity in the person of Charies the 
Vol. XVIL E e 
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seventh* A treatf was negoctated, and the great- 
est preparatipna made for obliging the queen of 
Hungary to acknowledge hin^ as emperor, and 
reinstate him in his donunions* The war having 
accordingly recommenced with vigour, Charles 
tlie seventh got once more possession of his capita], 
and the French were driven out of Bavaria.^ The 
retreat of the Prussians, however, filled him with 
apprehensions of bduig a third time chased from 
his dominions, when dei^ freed him from a com* 
plication of bodily ills, aggravated by the angidsh 
of a womided spirit* His son and successor 
Maximilian Joseph, wisely concluded a peace with 
the queen of Hungary, cm the 32d April 1745, by 
which he was put in possession of his hereditary 
tlominions, having renounced all right to the 
Austrian succession, and consented to give his 
yote for the Grand Duke at the election of an em- 
peror. 
Maximilian Joseph died on the 30th of Sep- 
. ^ ten^ber 1777, by which the male line of 
J * I^* that &mily became totally extinct. No 
political event which had for years oc« 
curred in Germany threatened more seriously to 
disturb the tranquillity which had so long prevsdl- 
ed. The late elector was still in the vigour of 
his age, about fifty years dd, and of a strong 
constitution : though an amiable, mild, and be- 
neficent prince, he was deficient in vigour and 
energy of chai^acter. His fiu:ility of temper and 
want of economy produced numberless abuses* 
Possessing neither amludon nor military talents, 
he manifested no wish to augment his political 
power, and only aspired to maintain his domi- 
nions in peace* In him expired the Gulielminr 
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line of Utit Flatmate house. He ^8 succeeded 
by the ekctoi* palatine Charles Theodore, as head 
of the Rod(^phine branch. The empress queeii 
now lost n^ ^me in oidering her armies to seize 
that part of Ba^raria and the Upper Palatinate) 
which (he Bavatian 'house had been invested* xnth 
as fiefs fr6m the empire, and which they thought 
pn^r at tins juncture to seize as vacant. Whe^ 
fher from the desire of tranquillity, Ins inability to 
resist so powerfol a competitor, or any eoncealed 
motive of p^vate interest, does not appear ;: but 
the eleelop palatine not merdy submitted to the 
demands of Maria Theresa, but even ratified them 
1^ a formal stipulation* The duke oiPDeux^ponts, 
his*iiephew and presiraipttve successois did not 
hoi^^ever submit to be thus despoiled of his future 
inlKiitance. In conjunction with the elector of 
^2s6ny- > aojd the duke ' of 'Mecklenburg, both of 
whoinl had also claims on the BaVatiah -territofyv 
lie^pplied to the lung of Prussia to support his 
rtghtB, a request which Frederic readily granted* 
'A war between the courts olVieiifna and Berlin 
Itt^tualiy broke Oitt, though fortunately ibr Gernia^ 
uy it tasted but one oampa^^ and was eondoded 
«rithout any decisive' battle. The wdghty infieHiB^ 
fftnee of'Hussia accelerated t^e peace whkh wa% 
finally cbncfaidedtat T«K:hen, on the thirteenth ^ 
May^i ih7Z9* The ooovention^.with the dedo^ 
w»s b^fitftie treaty in some resp^ts amiulled, but ^ 
Aiistna;\i^.permtitedto>retaki a^ part of the Btf^ 
«ariaiLlterriioriea)bet«recn.theDamibe«and the i^ 
irec&lnaaHpi Salasy and theiPalatme house w«^r«^ 
kivested inibh the ^ek of Bohemia^ j TkCiMttMA 
fif ySnimy. aiiii>lleckleBbiirgli wiie-also cmapf^ 
Tnuiquitiity w9k»thti»«tfc0Sm<m wmamt. 
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to the eiiipire» and Uie dectory mho tra^ yerfectly 
uDatnlMtiouS) wd more attadved to lus pleasures 
than desirous of aggrandizing his house or es;teiid>- 
iog his dominions, divided his time between the 
gratificatioiW of appetite and the pursuits ctf litera* 
ture* In the latter his attaimnents were very con- 
sldersUk* His conduet in tamely penxutting and 
even ssnetitNimg the <&imembennent of part of his 
dominions by Austria, may moat probably be at- 
tiibutlMlto the aversicm he had conceived i^;ainst 
his successor the duke of Deux-ponts, who ejtdt- 
ed his resentmeiit bif various acts of qipotttion : 
and t^e circumstance ^ never having any children 
might render him more indifferent about txanfr> 
mittii^g Ins inheritance to his successor entire. 

' The peace which had new so long pre* 
^g^* vailed had nearly been cAce more dift- 

* tutbedy from a proposal being made to 
esdiiange the whole country ci Bavaria fiur the 
Austrian Netherlands) excepting Namur «sA 
Luseiiburgy with the title of king of Burgundy* 
It was iMiid that the Russian ambassador had 
wopQsed the conseol of his court to the dvkt of 
Deux^ponts, ftad desired him to give his final an*> 
mwe^ in eight days time with the verbal dedavation 
tiiat the plan would at aU events be put in exe** 
CtttidU) whether he gave hb sanctioa or not* This 
the oDurt of Berlin strenuously opposed as incon- 
ststetit with the treaty of Teschen, because the 
«xchtoge had) at that time, been finally rejected) 
and such an aggrandiaement of the Austrian 
poweirwas inoonsistient with the independence of 
the cfUier states* The thrt^ ^lectohd cOufts id 
Saxo^) Brandei^urgb and Hanofer, also en* 
lesed into a defensive league for 4ue sole parpoae 
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of presendng the constitution of the empire, and 
Which was soon joined by the elector of Mentz and 
several other imnces. This appearance of oppo- 
sidon occasioned the plan to be entirely abandoned. 

We now come to the period when the 
whole of Europe, and Germany in particu- ^' ^* 
hir, was convulsed to the centre by the '^^' . 
vtelence of the Freneh revolution. Bc^a- igba 
ria, along whh the oUier German states, 
j^teed'the confederacy against the republic, and 
ki the course of the last war, sufifefed severely 
from the 9ucoes» whidi attended the French arms. 
The present duke of Bavaria resisted with all pos* 
i^le exertions, tiie proposals which were made^ 
for the dfsmembermetit of his domhuons, and 
#y^n invited the emiMre, Russia, Prusna, and 
Eivgland to assist him in opposing by main force a 
cession so injuriom. But the deistiny of the 
•empire was in the hands of Prussia and Austria, 
and he remonstrated hi vain» By die treaty^ 
Ik^ich'he was' compelled to s^ on the S4th of 
Ataigust 1601, he renounced in favour of the 
F^^ench government all claim to the dominions he 
- dfelbrtfpossessed «n the left bank 6f die Rhine^ 
arsd'die Frtoch' republic on its part, undertook to 
pt^Dfteothitf rcrmi^ningterHtory onthe right bank^ 
ixidf hvtlie general arrangement, topfocure proper 
todemnides for^so heavy a lossv^Those indemni* 
tl^ hav^ net been yet settled* 
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PALATINE electorate:. 



'T*HIS ^rincipalUf was given to tke eleotor 
"^ Palatine by the treaty of Westpbaliay and 
derives its name fiom the ofike of elector ipafat-* 
tine, which the emperor bestowed on those wboy 
in his namC) administered justice in the empire^ 
Th^ were two> the jurisdictioo of oneexteDdioip 
ov€r Franccmia and the neighbouring provincesi 
tiie other in Saxony, and the countries subject to 
the Saxon law. Upon these offices are fiounded 
the vicariates of the empire exercised by tho 
electors of Saxony and Bavaria^ during an iop- 
terregnum of the em{»re* 

The counts Palatine of the Rhine had orfr> 
gmally but litUe property in the empire, but by 
marriage, donations, he* have now fi»:ined a very 
con^deraUe principality* 

Heidelberg, the principal city, is bmous fo9 
its ancient academy and casUe, the oidinary rt» 
aidepce of the princes of the Simmeren bianch* 
The valualde library was removed and pireseoted 
by count TiOy to the pope, and is at present one 
of the greatest ornaments of the VaticMu Man* 
heim is a strong well-built city, as is Franckendal, 
formerly the best Jbrtificd in the palatinate. In 
the year U76 it was appointed as the place of 
retreat to the &milies of the refermed religion,' at 
that tim^ driven from the Spanish NetherlaQds s 
and which considerably enriched this ekctono^ 
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. The elector Paktbe has consideTatdy aiig> 
laeiited his reveime by many impositions ; paiv 
ticiilarly by the feizure of the ecclesiastical pes* 
fliesstons} on his fimiily's changing their refigiony 
and also by claiming m their subjects^ stran^ra 
who happen to possess %Bf property within their 
tenitory. 

' The people of the Palatinate are ^e moat d* 
irilised and polite of any in Germany ; eztremdy 
apea and hospitable to strangers, and generally 
Mil informed* They Inve been alternately 
Soman cathoHcs, Lutherans and Calvinists, acr 
wording to the religpiHi of their different rulers* 
The elector by the treaty of Westphalia, holds 
only the eighth in the electoral college, although 
the gddem bull assigns him the fifth rank. He 
carries the emperor's crown at the coronation, 
and hasalso the titie of Judge of the Emperor; 
which however has been hMQg abandoned. He 
hBA k nght to ennoble, and, by an ancient custom 
ii^ the master c^ all those who are not bom in 
lawful wedlock. He is director of the circles of 
the U{^r and Lower Rhine, and, jointiy with 
the ki^of Prusma, of the circles of Westphalia, 
Imd has also three voices in the College of Princes. 
< The ancestor of this ^imily was Louis ^ ^^ 
the Severe. His eldest son Rodolphus j^j^J 
ftving his vote fer Frederic the thind, in 
eppositiim to his own bsother Louis, was comt^ 
pelledtoily into England where he died. His 
aon Mid successor Adolphus was called the Simplen 
from ceding Lower Bavaria to the emperor Louis 
his uncle, and reagning the electorate to his bro- 
thers. His second son Robert founded the uni«- 
vajnty of Hddelberg, and was succeeded by his 
nephew Robert tiie second, who joined to the 
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electorate the duch^ of Deux-pdnts and' ot£er 
dominions. Robert: the Short and Dtbonaire soo* 
ceeded his fother and was elected emperor iii 
.I400. Louis the third, sumamed the Beanled| 
the Debonaire and the Blind, succeeded his fit^ 
ther and was .vicar of the empire during his ab^ 
aence* He was protector of the council- of C6nt 
stance, in the absence of the emperor^gismiind, 
who charged him to guard Pope John the twenty* 
second, after he had been deposed. He also pow*^ 
erfully assisted the Teutonic knights, sent trdfi^ 
to Anthony of Lorrain, Prince of Vaudemont^ 
made a voyage to the Holy Land,'andiatterly 
became blind. His eldeaa son Louis the foui^, 
was called the Pious and Merciful. He was ^g^ 
ceeded by his brother Frederic the VictQridas^ 
who enjoyed the dignit]^ on condition of Ms re* 
maining a batchelor, but his inclinations o'^er^ 
coming this unreasonable stipulation, he was sue* 
ceeded by his nephew and pupil Philip, ' called fbt 
ingenious and posthumous, who was engaged^ in 
a destructive war with Albert the fourth, dukft (^ 
Bavaria. His eldest son. Louis enjoyed the e!ec<^ 
torate thirty^ix years, arid was succeeded 'by 
his son. Robert the Virtuous, "V^ho being engaged 
in a dispute with .the emperor, and railing m to 
his hands> Jwas poisoned with . his wife tod 
eldest soil. Frederic the second, called the Wlsoi 
next enjoyed the electoral dignity to Uie prejudice 
of the 'Children of his elder brother Robert. He 
established Lutheranism in his states, and joined 
the protestant league of Smalcald, for whidi he 
was reduced to the humiliating necessity of; disk- 
ing the emperor's pardon* His nephew Frederic^ 
«oh of Robert, was re-established by the emperor 
Maximilian the firsts in that piurt of Bavaria 
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which this fiunily now possesses* He professed 
laitheranisiii) and dying without issue, the sue*' 
cession fell to Frederic of the brandi of Sim<» 
meren* 

Frederic inherited fix>m his grand&ther, the 
lands of Simmeren and Deux-ponts« His ^ 
eldest son John was succeeded by his grand- , (59. 
son Frederic the third, called the Pious. 
He continued for some time to encourage Luther* 
anism, but afterwards became a zealous Calyinisty 
and for two years sent powerful assistance to the 
Huguenots of France, then in arms for the de* 
fence of their religion* Louis the Easy succeeded 
his &ther, expeUed the Calvinista, and compelled 
his subjects to profess Lutheranism* He loTed 
men of learning, and was fond of peace* 

Frederic the. fourth, called the Sincere, waS| 
during his minority, under the guardian- 
ship of his uncle John Caaimir, who re- ^j^' 
ceived the order of the garter from Elisia* 
beth queen of England. He established Cal- 
viiusm, and was succeeded by his eldest son Fre- 
deric the fifth, called the Patient and the Con- 
stant, elected king of Bohemia in 1 6 1 9, put to the 
ban of the empire, two years afterwards, and de* 
prived of his states and electorate, wldch wero 
given to Maximilian duke of fiayaria* His affidrs 
being entirely ruined by the battle of Weisem* 
burgh, this truly unfortunate and amiaUe pince 
fled into Hdland, where he. died, leaving by his 
wife Elisabetib, daughter of James, the first, king 
of England, seven cluldren, the youngest U 
irhuoOf Sophia, married Ernest Augustus dukis 
of Hteovet, afterwards elector* Her destiny was 
•inguhaw . &» was the daughter of an exiled 
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prince, buoiight up in adyerBity aiid pnvadon^ 
married to a Gemian prince who had then no 
prospect of becoming the head of his house ; caU 
led in the evening of life by a wonderful concul<- 
rence of circunnstKnees to the English succession^ 
from which her birth had -apparently removed her 
to an incalculable diatance ; surviving that event 
thirteen years, and at last caitied off by death at 
the very moment when she must have ascended 
the British throne. Though upwards of eighty^ 
•he felt none of the infirmities of age, and m 
from regarding widi indifference the crown wbkli 
awaited her, she anticipated its possession with 
anxiety. It would have bbm a singular spebtacM 
to have beheld the grand 'daughter of^ James tM 
first, quitting ; Hanover at knore' than fburstoro 
years of age, embarking' for her' new ddmii>ions, 
and assuming the reins of govertintMit at a timtr 
when other princes are usuafly. incapacitated for 
the functions of royalty. ' . . i 

Charles Louis, eldest surviving son of JPrede« 
ric, was re-established in -the I-.ower Pa^ 

X700 l^tinate, and created the eighth elector by 
^ ' the treaty of Westpl^ia, ' undet* the 'title 
of arch* treasurer of the empift* ' His son Cfaarlei 
dying without issue^ the electorate ^passed to 
Stephen, a branch of Neupergh and a descend* 
ant of the Rodolpbus line* His eldest son Atex^ 
ander was succeeded by Lottw the second, who 
cmbnated Lutheranism and assisted Chariea > Vl 
Itgainst France* His great grandson Wo61%ifaf 
William, maintained a war of thirty ye^s vrim 
theelectorof Brandenburghfor the siijccfesaoiirbf 
Cleves, which ended in a divisioD byhis obiaiil^ 
ing the duchies of Juliers and BeiigUe and th* 
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lordship of Ravenstein : through the persuasion of 
his father-in-law William the fifth, duke of Bava* 
ria, he turned catholic ; and was succeeded by his 
only son Philip William, who endeavpored with* 
out success to be elected king of Poland. Previ- 
ous to Leopold's manyipg his daughter, Philip 
William was greatly attached to France, but from 
that alliance he became devoted to the emperor, 
and lived to see his country invaded and plunder- 
ed by the French armies* His second son Charles 
Philip, quitted the benefices he enjoyed, and was 
made governor of the Tyrol. 
i . The . Palatine house had long asserted ^ -^ 
^e right of succession to the electorate ^^^^^ 
of Bavaria on the event of Maximilian 
Joseph's death) without children : they were the 
neaiiest in relationship,, duke Louis the Severe, be- 
ing the common ancestor of both. This preten- 
sion was, however, not only founded on the &mily 
compact, made in the^year 1329 at Pavia, but con- 
firmed aJ^o by other treaties concluded in the 
year. 1766, 1767, and 1774; On the very day 
therefore of the elector's death at Munich, the 
Bavarian dominions Were immediately taken pos- 
sessipaof, the necessary instruments being pre*- 
yiousiy prepared. 

By the accession of the count Palatine to 
the electorate. of Bavaria, the number of ' ' 
electoral princes was again reduced to eight, 
and both dominions having since continued in the 
same family, the history of the Palatinate is from 
this pieriod interwoven with that of Bavaria. 
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£LECTORATE OF HANOVER. 



ALTHOUGH this is the last &mil3r raised to 
the electoral dignity, yet for noUeness and 
antiquity it may vie with any in Germany. Its 
territories consist of the duchy of Calenberg, in 
which is Hanover ; the duchy of Grubenhagen } 
the counties of Diepholt and Hoga ; four baillia* 
ges, with the right oif protection of the city of Hil« 
desheim, and the county of Danneberg ceded by 
the duke of Wolfenbuttle as an equivalent for 
their pretensions upon the dty of Brunswick ; tlie 
county of Delmenfaorstt and the duchies of Bre* 
men andYerden, purchased from Denmark in 
1715, the duchy of Saxe Lawenburg; and tiie 
right of alternately possessing the bishopric of Os* 
nabruck. 

Ernest Augustus, duke of Brunswick Hanover^ 
received the dignity of an elector of the holy Ro- 
man empire on the i9th December, 1693, in 
consideration of the assistance he had given the^ 
emperor Leopold, against Louis XIV. ; and, not- 
witbatandihg a violent opposition from the electo* 
ral college, and the college of princes, it was con* 
firmed to him, and his heirs male, on die 30th 
January, 1708. The elector is also arch-treasu^ 
rerof the empire. 

The administration of the government is vested 
in a council of state, in a council of war, the court 
of justice, the chancery, the justice of the court* 
and a consistory ; but for new laws or taxes, the 
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consent of tfie states, composed of the nobilityi 
clergy, and burghers, is necessary* 

The house of Brunswick may be lineally deduc- 
ed from Cajus Actius, a noble Roman of the city 
of Este, in Venetian Lombardy, who afterwaixls 
became prince of Este* 

Otho the second, sumamed the Infant, 
was created the first duke of Brunswick i^,?' 
Luneberg by the emperor Frederic IL, and 
was succeeded by his eldest son Albert the Great. 
After reigning seventeen years, he ceded Lune*. 
berg to his second brother John ; and punished 
the house of Asseburg for treiiting his coat of arms 
with disrespect. 

Albert the. Gross, second son of Albert ^^ 
the Great, succeeded his brother William, y^B' 
aad thus united the lines of Gottingen and 
Brunswick* Upon hl» dei^ the territones were 
div^ed^ when Bran^dck Ml to the shareof Mag- 
nus the Pious. His son, Magnus IL, succeeded. 
He entered into a compact with the house of Saxe 
Lawenbur^, by which it was agreed, that upon 
the extinction of eitiier house, the sunriving &mi- 
ly should succeed. Magnus finished his days in 
ft miserable manned, being run through the body 
by a common soldier befonging to the count of 
Scha»mberg, with whom he had a personal (fis- 
pute. His son Frederic, after being elected em» 
peror, was also murdered at the instigation of the 
archbishop of Mentt. 

Frederic's two brothera, after ruling jointly for 
nine years, made a partiticm ; by which, ultimate- 
ly, Lunebe!|» became the property of Bernard, 
and' Brunswlok of the other brother Henry. The 
military art being much improved by the late in^ 
ventikm of fire-ArmS)- besides the cannon of cam« 
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mon size, Bernard caused one of very extraordina* 
ry dimensions to be cast at Brunswick, which was 
called Fatde meUe* This singular piece is still 
preserved in the arsenal of the city ; it weighs 
nine tons, discharges a ball of about six hundred 
weight, and requires fifty-two pounds of powder 
at each loading. His two sons, Otho and Frede- 
ric, succeeded him in turns* 

Frederic, whose holy life procured him 
' ' the surname of the Pious, made a journey 
to Rome ; partly to arrange some disputes 
between the city of Luneberg and the clergy, and 
partly from devotion* Being taken prisoner by 
the archbishop of Munster, from which he was on- 
ly released on the payment of a large sum, he^ 
some years after, resolved to sequester himself 
from the world in a convent in Zelle, which he 
had founded : and accordingly resigned the go* 
vemment to his eldest son Bernard ; who, with his 
9on Otho, dying soon after, Frederic was obliged 
to quit his retirement, and resume the government^ 
which he held for seven years. His successor, 
Henry, was only eleven years of age on his grand* 
father's death ; and having assisted the bishop, of 
Hildesheim in a war upon Eric I., of the Wolfen* 
buttle line, after the emperor Charles V. had com* 
manded hostilities to cease, was put to the ban of 
the empire ; to prevent the effects of which, he re* 
signed his possessions to his sons, and retired to 
France : the ban was, however, repealed two years 
before his death. 

Ernest, the second son, succeeded to the 

\1^[ duchy of Luneberg ; he was educated under 

' the direction of his .uncle Frederic the 

Wise, elector of Saxony, who sent him, at an 

early agei to the university of Wittemberg, where 



GItRMANT. 337 

he not onlf made considerable acquirements in 
learning, but bad an opportunity of conversing 
with Luther, who bad then begun to discover his 
sentiments about the hierarchy and the doctrines 
of the see of Rome. From Wittemberg he went 
to Paris, where he cultivated the friendship of the 
polished Francis the First ; and returned to his 
native country, the most accomplished prince of 
his day, at the time when the ban was pi'oclaimed 
against his father. 

The tenets of Luther had now begun to interest 
all Germany ; and so &r was the emperor Maxi- 
milian from being inclined to proceed against 
him, that he used to say, were the clergy to lead 
pious lives, there would be no necessity for Lu- 
ther's reformation* His successor Charles V* was 
however of a different disposition ; violent mea* 
sures were pursued, and pope Leo X. excommu* 
nicated Luther, who was thereby driven to despair, 
the pope's infallibility not permitting him to re- 
tract. Ernest attended at the diet of Worms the 
following year, on occasion of Luther's being sum- 
moned, where he concerted a plan for introduc- 
ing the Reformation into his own dominions. His 
prudence and moderation were on this occasion 
conspicuous ; publicly declaring to his subjects 
that it was by no means his intention to force their 
consciences, but only to afford them an opportuni* 
ty of determining according to their own judg- 
ment. Notwithstanding the opposition of ths 
clergy, Ernest pursued the scheme he had formed 
of gradually abolishing the abuses of the church ; 
he exerted himself on this occasion with uncom- 
mon application and constancy ; and sent learned 
men to preach the gospel in the county of Hoyai 
East Friesland, and other parts of Germany. From 



lh» seal) and the dangers to yMch be e^qioae^ 
himself} he acquired the title of Confessor* 
< The pope and his bigoted adherents, now fully 
sensible of the danger with which the reformatioa 
threatened theni) insisted upon the ban of the em« 
pire, declared against Luther and all his party, be* 
11^ put in execution. The steadiness and resolu- 
tion, however, with which Ernest and other princes ' 
protested against this measure, induced the em- 
peror to use moderation for the present. In the fbl* 
lowing year the Protestant princes presented their 
confession of faith to the diet of Augsburgh ; but, 
being unable to obtain free liberty of conscience, 
their common danger induced them to enter into 
an union at Smalkald, which subsisted for fifteen 
jears, each party, during that time, keeping the 
other in suspense. 

Insurrections of the peasants having bro- 
f: ' ken out. in several parts of Germany, who 
murdered their masters in the most barba* 
lous manner, Ernest sent a body of troops a|;ainst 
them, in which he was jomed by other pnnces. 
The insurgents were at length subdued, though 
not till after 100,000 had been killed. 

An insurrection of a more dangerous nature 
soon after threatened the subversion of all civil go>- 
verament, owing to a particular sect of Anabap- 
tists, who attempted to settle in Upper Germany. { 
Being, alternately expelled from thence and Hoi- j 
Jaad and Westphalia, they settled at Munter, j 
which, after being the scene of a bloody tragedy ^ 
for two years, was at length reduced by Ernest 
and the other Brunswick princes. 

. ^ Ernest, after a life of unweari^applica- 
jjj-jjj^' tion to promote the welfare of his subjects, , 

died in his 48th year. He was a pious. 
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Steady, and valiant prince^ Notwithstanding the 
cares and toils of government, much of his time 
was spent in study and inspecting the education of 
his children. He took great delight in seeing his 
subjects instructed in the protestant religion, to 
accelerate which he ordered frequent visitations in 
the dioceses. He admitted into his presence, and 
J)atiently heard, such of his subjects as wished pe»- 
sonally to lay their suits before him ; acting up to 
the sense of his emblem, a burning candle, with 
this inscription— wf/zM »M«T;z^cto, meipmmi conn^ 
mo : In serving others, I consume myself. 

The sons of Ernest being under age at . ^^ 
his death, the states of the principality of j^^^; 
Zelle took upon themselves the adminis- 
tration of the regency. Francis Otho came to 
the government in 1555, but, dying four years 
after, he left his dominions to his two younger 
brothers, Henry and William, who governed joint- 
ly for ten years with great unanimity and friend- 
ship. Henry, desirous of living a quiet life, re- 
signed his share of the government to his brother 
William, reserving only the counties of Danne- 
berg and Luchow. William ordered the Protes- 
tant doctrines to be published in a body, ordering 
every clet^man at his ordination to swear to the 
contents. He died in 1572, much beloved by his 
subjects, and richly deserving the high enco- 
miums which have been bestowed upon him 
for his knowledge and learning. Henry and Wil- 
liam were the founders of the two new lines of 
Brunswick Wolfenbuttle and of Brunswick Lune- 
berg. - 

- William left seven sons, who, being resolved 

to keep up the splendour of their house, agreed 

amongst themselves not to divide their patecnal 

Ff3 
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inheritanee ; detenaining that ontjr one should 
marry 9 and that the eldest brother should have the 
■ole regency over the Luneberg dominions, and 
be succeeded by the eldest survivor. To this un« 
Common agreement they adhered with angular 
exactness; which occasioned the grand-signior 
Achmet I. to express great surprise, saying, that 
It ^as worth a man's while to make a journey on 
purpose to be an eye-witness of such wonderful 
Unanimity* Having drawn lots to determine 
which should marry, the happy lot fell on George, 
the sixth son, who thus secured the government 
to his posterity. 

. George, in his ninth year, was sent to the imi* 
versity of Jena, where he finished his studies, and 
learnt the art of war under prince Maurice of Nas* 
fau, at that time the able defender of the liberties 
p£ Holland against Spain. He travelled after- 
wards into France, England, and Italy ; and up- 
on his return assisted the king of Denmark, Chria*- 
^dan the fourth, in the war against Charles the 
ninth, king of Sweden. During the war of tfair- 
jy years between Gustavus Adolphus and the em- 
peror, he first joined the latter ; but, incensed at 
the seizure of Calenberg by the imperial generala, 
and conidnced of the ambitious views of the em- 
peror, he allied himself vnith the Swedes ; and» 
during the siege of Wolfenbuttel, an end was 
put to his warlike explcuts, being poisoned by a 
monk at a banquet at Hildesheim. 
^ ^ Ernest Augustus, George's youngest son 
2641. ^^ successor, was but twelve years oki at 
his fiither's death. Discovering an early- 
Inclination to study, he was sent to the university 
of Marpurg, where he w«it through his studies 
^with great reputation, and was con^Umented with 



the rectorship of the university* He travelled 
into England, Holland, France, Spain, and Italy ; 
and afterwards succeeding to the bishopric of Os- 
naburg, he built the fine palace in that city* His 
court, like that of the elector of Mentz, was cal- 
led Aula Laboriosa, from his great share in the 
public transactions of the time ; and through his 
interference, the war between the bishop of Mun- 
ster and the Dutch, and that prelate's differences 
with the house of Brunswick Wolfenbuttel, were 
terminated. He established the right of primo- 
geniture in the house of Brunswick Luneburg, 
abolishing the pernicious custom which had hither- 
to prevailed, of dividing their dominions* He 
strenuously supported the emperor ^Leopold in 
the wars against Louis the fourteenth, for which 
services the house of Brunswick was declared 
worthy of the electoral dignity— Ernest Augustus 
•was an active, laborious prince, and assiduous in 
.the administration of justice* 

His eldest son and successor George 
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Louis was early initiated in the liberal 

arts, and in every science necessary for a 

prince* He attended his father and uncle with the 

army of the Moselle, and shared in all the 

dangers to which they exposed themselves in the 

battle and siege of Triers, and in consequence of 

his valour on that occasion received the thanks of 

.the emperor Leopold* In order to arrange the 

marriage between his son and the princess Anne, 

second daughter of the duke of York, the prince 

.came over to England, where he was received 

.witli the most flattering attention: his stay was, 

•however, short ; his &ther having arranged a 

match for bUa with his cousin-germaxi, only 
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daughter of the duke of Zelle, the issue of which 
was George the Second; king of Great Britain. 

Prince George acquired immortal honour in the 
wars against the Turks in Hungary and mi the 
Rhine, until the peace of Ryswick. The un- 
fortunate circumstances attending his marriage 
must excite to this hour the most«poignant regret. 
The court of Hanover was, at this period, one of 
the most splendid, gallant, and polished, of any 
in the north of Europe. The princess was a high- 
spirited woman, of strong passions, capable of the 
most violent resolutions, and not sufficiently cir- 
cumspect in her conduct, whatever might be the 
purity of her intentions, in a situation where ca- 
lumny might so easily find subject for attack. 
Among the strangers of rank who mited Hanover, 
was count Konigsmark ; a man whose crimes, ad- 
ventures, and tragical end, have rendered him too 
much known. He had been peculiarly acceptable 
to the princess of Hanover, before her marriage. 
Konigsmark, whatever personal or external graces 
he possessed, was unquestionably a dissolute, un- 
principled, enterprizing, man of pleasure, capable 
of the greatest crimes in the pursuit or attainment 
of his views. The princess, during the absence of 
her husband with the army> was accustomed two 
or three times in a week to feign indisposition^ 
and retire to her apartment : Konigsmark was then 
admitted, they supped, and usually remained to- 
gether till two or three o'clock in the morning, 
when he retired by a private staircase. Interviews 
of such a nature certainly imply improper inti- 
macy ; but it has been satisfactorily proved that 
one, or more, of her ladies of honour, of the 
most unimpeached character, were always present. 
These interviews being communicated to tiie dec- 
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tor Ernest Augustus, he peremptorily ordered Ko- 
nigsmark to depart The latter was, however, re- 
solved once more to see the princess, and accord- 
ingly supped with her as usual* The elector, 
whose indignation was roused on being informed 
of this circumstance, ordered the soldier on guard 
to stop Konigsmark as he left the palace, and to 
force him, by menaces of immediate death, into a 
subterranean vault, whicli could be filled with wa- 
ter by a pipe. No sooner was he shut up, than the 
water was let in and drowned him* His body, on 
the ensuing morning, was put into a heated oven, 
and the mouth of it bricked up, as the mosticffec- 
tual means of concealing the transaction. The 
princess was conducted to the castle of AhldeQ* 
where she remained for her life, in a sort of hono- 
nary confinement. The prinqe of Hanover was 
perfectly ignorant of this affair, being then with 
the army in Hungary* Upon the decease of his 
father, and again upon ascending the throne of 
England, he even made propositions for an obl^ 
vion of past animosities ; but the princess rejected 
them with disdain. She always preserved a mind 
serene and dignified in the midst of her hard coiv- 
dition, and to the last protested her innocence. 

The prince of Hanover, upon his father's death, 
employed himself entirely in the government of 
his dominions. On the death of the duke of GIo- 
cester, king William recommended to the parlia- 
ment of England to regulate the succession of the 
crown ; in consequence of which, by the act of 
settlement, the electress Sophia was cteclared next 
in succession after king William and the princess 
Anne, and in default of their issue. By the de* 
cease of his uncle the duke of Zelle, the elector 
re-united all the dominions of the house of Lun&- 
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burgh. The princess Sophia cUd not live long to 
enjoy the crown destmed for her, and which she 
anticipated with so much anxiety, although then 
upwards of eighty years of age. She had dined 
in public, and, invited by the beauty of the wea- 
ther, walked but; suddenly, without any appa- 
rent cause or attack, she exclaimed, *^ It rains, it 
rains !" and running across the garden, sunk, 
down, about two hundred yards from the palacej 
and in the space of a few minutes breathed her last 
without pang or effort. Her death was followed, a 
■week afterwards, by that of queen Anne ; upon 
which the elector ascended the throne of England, 
over which he reigned almost thirteen years. He 
died on his way to Hanover, of an in^gestion, 
caused by some melons which he had eaten at sup- 
per. He was taken ill at Ipperburen, only eighteen 
miles from his brother's palace at Osnaburgh. 
No remonstrances or expostulations could prevail 
upon him to stop at the former place ; and as long 
as he could make himself understood, he continu- 
ed to repeat " Osnaburgh." His tongue began to 
swell, his senses to fail, and his articulation was 
gone^ He breathed his last as the carriage mount- 
ed the high hill out of I|^rburen. All our hi sto- 
rians erroneously assert that he expired at Osna- 
burgh. 

• Hanover, at present, strongly conveys the image 
of departed greatness ; palaces without inhalMtants, 
a capital without trade, and an electorate without 
a sovereign. It can only interest by the recollec- 
tion of what it was. 

The electoral dignity has ever since continued 
in the kings of En^and* 
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LINE OF BRUNSWICK WOLFEN- 
BUTTEL. 



OF the three surviving sons of Ernest the Con- 
fessor, elector of Hanover, the two youngestt 
William and Henry, left issue. Henry was the 
ancestor of the present house of Brunswick Wol- 
fenbuttel, as William was of that of Luneberg. 
Upon Henry's pesignation of the government to 
his brother, he reserved only for himself the coun« 
ties of Daneberg and Luchow with their depen- 
dencies* 

Henry was succeeded by his youngest son Au- 
gustus, who, in addition to the above-mentioned 
counties, inherited the principality of Wolfenbut- 
tle, with the lordship of Wuratrow* He estab- 
lished his residence at Hitzaker, where his love of 
learning induced him to collect a library of 80,000 
volumes, and which at present amounts to above 
116,000, besides 2000 select manuscripts. This 
valuable collection was removed to Wolfenbuttel, 
where it is open to all visitors. He was the au- 
thor of seversd tracts, which remain as monuments 
of his labour, and erudition. 

The duchy has remained in the same &mily to 
the present dme. 



END OF THZ SEVEKTEENTH VOLUME, 01 THE 
EIGHTH or THE X0X)EEV PART« 



